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PBEFACE. 



In issuing a second volume of " Madras in the 
Olden Time" as it is dejacted in tlie old records 
of the Madras Goyemment, the Compiler has little 
to add to the Preface which was app^ded to the 
former volume. He has continued to adhere to 
his design of endeavouring to convey to the reader 
all the pleasure and information to be derived from 
a perusal of the original records, without the 
painful labour of • wading through a mass of 
obsolete detail. The present volume brings the 
annals down to the year 1727. The third volume 
will so far complete the undertaking, as to fill up 
the blank which has hitherto existed in the history 
of the English Settlement, between the first found- 
ation of Fort St. Geor^ and the period when 
Mr. Orme's history may be said to b^in. 

According to the plan here sketched out, the 
present series of annals of the Madras Presidency 
will be brought to a close about the middle of th6 
last century. But it may not be premature to tA<F' 
that the compiler has no intention of bringing his 
labours to a conclusion at so important a crisis in 
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VI PREFACE. 

tlie liistory of British India. From 1640 to 1750 
the annals comprise little more than the stoiy of a 
commercial settlement ; and may be best gathered 
from selections from the early records, such as we 
are now placing before our readers. But the half 
century immediately succeeding to that period is 
a period of conquest, of which only a small portion 
of the history has been told by Mr. Orme, and to 
which modem historians generally have only done 
partial justice. India as it was in the days of 
Clive and Hastings, Hyder and Tippoo, of Coote 
and Wellington, of Comwallis and Momington, is 
almost a blank so far as a living narrative of the 
times is concerned. The politician, the moralist, 
and the military annalist have done their best, but 
it still remains for the antiquarian to exhume from 
the records of the time, the story of that eventful 
period written by the hands of the actors themselves. 
Such a task however involves far more than an 
examination of the records of a single Presidency ; 
and the writer must therefore defer placing any 
definite plan before his readers, until the third and 
concluding volume of "Madras in the Olden 
Time," which is nearly all ready for the press, 
shall have been fairly brought to a close. 

Madbas, I 
•TW^IO^A, 1861. f 
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HISTORY OF THE MADRAS 
PRESIDENCY. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

GOYEBNORSHIP OF ME. THOMAS PITT, 
1701—3. 

In the previous volame we brought down th(| 
annals of Madras to the siege of Fort St. George 
by the Nabob Dawood ELhan. Before however 
proceeding with the annals chronologically, we 
shall bring forward a few extracts for the years 
1701 and 1702, which refer to domestic incidents, 
and which could not have appeared in their chro- 
nological order without interfering with the history 
of the siege. After the date of the raisiug of the 
blockade, the events will be arranged as before in 
order of time. 

The first extract refen to the old struggle for 
the exercise of independent power by the Komau 
Catholic Bishop of St. Thom^, against the Gro- 
vemor of Fort St. George, 

** Thursday, 8th May, 1701. . The Secretary is 
ordered to deliver Padre Friar Michael Anjous, th^ 
following paper translated in Portuguese, and he 
to be present at the reading of the same in their 
Church on Sunday next. 

1 
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" Whereas we, the Governor and Council of 
this place, have been credibly informed that on or 
about the 12th March last, the Right Rev. Father 
Don Gaspar Alfonso, Bishop of St. Thom^, as he 
styles himself, did send a paper to the Padres of 
Madras belonging to the Church, for the exer- 
cising the Roman Catholic Religion, commanding 
and requiring them to publish the same ; the pur- 
port of which paper being to require and com- 
mand the delivering up of sundry papers to the 
Frovisor and Vicar General o( St Thom^ ; which 
papers wholly relate to a cause depending in our 
Court of Admiralty ; and upon their non ccanpli- 
ance with the same, they were to undergo the 
greatest excommunication. 

" In order to publish these our highest resent- 
ments against the Right Reverend Don Gaspar Al- 
fonso's proceedings, and the Reverend Padre Friar 
Michael Anjous compliance with the same, we 
hereby declare that no Bishop whatsoever of the 
Roman Catholic religion hath any power or juris- 
diction over the Clergy or Laymen of that persua- 
sion, residing under this our government. 

" And to prevent the like irregularities for the 
future, we strictly command and enjoin you Padre 
Friar Michael Anjous, or whoever shall succeed 
you as Chief Padre in this Church, not to publish, 
read, or permit to be read any paper directed to 
you from any Bishop or ecclesiastical functionary 
whatever, without first acquainting the Governor of 
this place, and obtaining his leave for the same, 
as you will answer the contrary at your peril. And 
we further require you to publish this our order in 
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your Church itt a full congregation on Sunday 
next. Given under our hands and the seal of the 
Eight Honourable Company. Dated at Fort St. 
George in the city of Madras, this eighth day of 
May, 1701. 

(Signed by the President and Council.) 

Our next incident is quite a domestic one. 

" Tuesday, 9th May. Whereas Ensign William 
Bead on Sunday last coming drunk into Church 
and challenging his fellow officers, it is therefore 
resolved for such offences, that one month's pay be 
stopped by the Paymaster, and he be severely re- 
primanded by us." 

The following little anecdote illustrates the com- 
mercial rivarly which prevailed between the Dutch 
at Pulicat and the English at Fort St. George. 

" Saturday, 28th June. Serapa and the Joint 
Stock Merchants informing us that the Dutch, who 
have now made great contracts all along this coast, 
are tampering with all our Weavers to seduce them 
firom our service. And whereas it has been the 
custom in such considerable contracts as have been 
lately made here, to deposit in the Weavers hands 
five Pagodas for each loom, to be delivered in cloth 
at the last payment ; the Dutch now, to engross the 
Weavers and get them from our Merchants, have 
offerred to deposit in the Weavers hands ten Pago- 
das for each loom, ^o considering the ill conse- 
quences if we should not enable our Merchants to 
do the same, aud that they will inevitably lose 
their looms ; we order that forthwith fifteen 
thousand Pagodas be advanced to Serapa and the 
joint Stock Merchants." 
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The next incident illustrates the Native idea 
of the hereditary nature of all public appointments^. 

" Wednesday, ^th December. Angerapa Naik, 
our Watchman, dying the 29th October last, there 
has been great application by letters from several 
Poligars to us in the behalf .of Timapa Naik, who 
contended several years for the place with the 
deceased Watchman ; but finding upon enquiry 
that it was not hi» right, besides having murdered 
some inhabitants of this place, he was rejected. 
And whereas the late deceased Watchman has left 
B son an infant, who upon enquiry of the most 
knowing inhabitants of this place say, that the in- 
fant has the right of succesision ; so that to prevent 
any more application to us, and fearing that Timapa 
Naik may procure the Nabob's perwanna, which 
may occasion disputes between the Government 
and us ; we have thought fit to grant our Cowle 
to the infant, during whose minority his uncle 
Tegapa Naik is to officiate and to be Chief Watch- 
man of this place ; and accordingly it is agreed 
that the infant be tasheriffed with the usual cere- 
mony, and a Cowle drawn out.'* 

The losses entailed upon the Company's Go- 
vernment by the proceedings of the Arab Pirates 
have been already alluded to, and are sufficiently 
represented in the following extracts. Our readers 
will bear in mind that it was St this same Judda 
or Jedda, the Port of Mecca, that the massacre of 
Christians took place in 1858. 

" Saturday, 24th January, 1702. This place 
Madras having suffered much by ships unjustly seiz- 
ed by the Arabs of Muscat and the Bashaw at 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WOi-a.] HISTOEY OF MADBA5. 5 

Jadda,wliich has occasioned great clamours amongst 
the inhabitants of all sorts in this place, chiefly 
through despair of any assistance from the Govern- 
ment, for procuring satisfaction, for the same ; the 
Governor and Council, to pacify them for the pre- 
sent, proposed the sending a Petition to the king of 
England, and a Letter to the Company, setting 
forth their grievances and great losses thereby. 
Which Petition and letter was read and agreed on 
as entered after this Consultation. 

"'lo the king's most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

" The humble Petition of your Majesty's most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, inhabitants of the city 
of Madras on the Coast of Coromandel in the 
East Indies. 
" Humbly sheweth. 

That we, your Majesty's Petitioners residing in 
this place, having liberty of trade in these parts 
gal, and thence to Persia, where she arrived safe ; 
but on her return, 14th April, she met three 
Arab ships off Muscat, and took her and carried 
her into that Port, and made prize both of ship 
from the East India Company* Merchants of Lon- 
don trading to the East Indies, did in June 1695 
equip out a ship called the " London," burthen 
about 120 tons, Richard William Master, to Ben- 

* Our readers must bear m mind that the Company's 
servants at this time had permission to trade on their 
own account between different ports in the Eastj so long 
as they did not interfere in the trade with Europe. 
This permissive trade they generally carried on with 
the assistance of the principal Native Merchants o£ 
Madras on the principle of a Joint Stock Company. 
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and cargo, valued at about jgSOOO sterling. She 
had ten Europe men on board of her, three of 
which made their escape, and the others miserably 
perished in prison, who were most part your Ma- 
jesty's subjects. And on the 18th June 1700 did 
send hence a ship called the " Friendship," bur- 
then 100 tons, William Mcrrice Master, to Surat, 
who from thence went to Persia, and meeting with 
two Arab ships in the Gulf, was seized on by them 
and carried to Muscat, where they sold the ship 
and cargo, amounting to about JBSOOO sterling, 
besides Armenian goods of great value ; and im- 
prisoned after a most barbarous manner her ship's 
company, the master, mates, and several Officers 
being your majesty's subjects. 

"We also in October 1699 sent a ship called 
the "Diamond," burthen about 100 tons, John 
Cockroft Master, to Bengal, and there to lade for 
Judda in the Eed Seas; who accordingly did, 
and proceeded to the aforesaid Port ; but los- 
ing her passage wintered at Acheen, so that 
she did not arrive at Judda till March 1701. 
They were promised by the Bashaw freedom of 
trade, and the protection of the Port ; upon which 
they landed their goods and sold to the Bashaw 
and his officers good part thereof ; but soon after 
they were possessed of the goods, they seized the 
ship and the remaining part of the cargo, which 
they made sale of ; so that with what they had 
before in their hands, amounting to at least 
£30,000 sterling. They also seized the Supercar- 
go and Commander, and what other Europe men 
did not make their escape, and murdered some of 
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them by their barbarous imprisonment, and threaten 
to sell the persons of those living. All which was 
upon pretence, that this was the ship that took an 
Arab's ship off the high land of St. John's near 
Surat the year before. At which time this ship 
" Diamond" was at Mocha, and returned thence 
into this road in September, whilst your Majesty's 
four Men of War were here ; and being informed 
that this place Judda is in some measure under 
the Government of the Grand Seignour, we have 
represented this great injustice by letter to your 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople and 
your Consul at Grand Cairo. 

" These our misfortunes, we know not what 
cause to assign for them, unless it be as is re- 
ported through this country, that some of our 
nation have most industriously endeavoured to fix 
all piracies committed in these parts on the Old 
East India Company and their Factors, and on 
such as reside in their settlements ; inculcating 
likewise into the Natives, that let them seize what 
they will of ours, that we have no power to make 
ourselves restitution, nor will there be any trouble 
come to them thereon, 

" We having here most humbly represented to 
your Majesty, the most notorious injustices we 
liave suffered from the Arabs of Muscat and 
Bashaw of Judda, all amounting to at least 
^643,000 sterling ; for the restitution of which 
we humbly implore that your sacred Majesty will 
be graciously pleased to extend your Koyal protec- 
tion to us, in granting us your letters of reprisal. 
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oir in such manner as in your great wisdom shall 
be thought meet. 

" And your Petitioners as in duty bound shall 
ever pray, etc. 

The Letter to the Company covering the Peti- 
tion to the King, contains little more than a re- 
quest that the latter might be forwarded. The 
following extract from it is worthy of preservation 
as exhibiting the feeling of animosity which pre- 
vailed against the New East India Company. 

" We have too much reason to be jealous that 
that unhappy misfortune at Judda may be justly 
attributed to the infamous and hellish contri- 
vances of some of our own countrymen (i. e. New 
East India Company), who have stuck at nothing 
in endeavouring to fix the Piracies upon you and 
yom* Factors abroad. And if that Bashaw of Jud- 
da does what we are advised of, in selling the 
Commander and Supercargo, why may it not be a 
precedent for the Arabs of Muscat, and the Moors 
throughout India, to do the same, and then what 
will become of all your subordinate Factories. 
These are also many more dreadful consequences 
to be inferred from the late resistencies of these 
nations ; and if they be not speedily called to an 
account, and forced to restitution for what is 
passed, it will most certainly end in the utter ruin 
of your trade in these parts." 

We now return to the domestic annals of the 
Presidency. During the actual blockade of Fort 
St. George, no other entries of any importance ap^ 
pear in the consultation books excepting those con- 
nected with the siege. In May however, matters 
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returned to their old channel. The following ex- 
tracts explain themselves. 

" Thursday, 21st May, 1708. We finding that 
gardens -within a mile of the works of Black town to 
be very inconvenient, they giving great advantage 
to an enemy for Lodgements, and erecting Batte- 
ries against us ; for which reason it is ordered that 
Messrs. Empson and Marshall do take a view of 
what Gardens have been planted these five years, 
and report to the Governor and Council the dis- 
tance they are from the works, and whether any 
ways incommodious. 

" It is ordered that the Paymaster provide scar- 
let coats and beaver hats for the Portuguese Offi- 
cers, as a gratuity for their readiness to serve the 
Garrison, and the same for the English Officers, 
viz. Lieutenants and Ensigns." 

The departure of Dawood Khan was celebrated 
with four days successive feasting as appears from 
the next entry. 

" Friday, 22nd May. On the 19th instant the 
Portuguese Militia, on the 20 th one Company of 
Soldiers, the next day the other Company, and this 
day the Gunroom crew, were handsomely treated 
with dinners under a large tent spread in the Inner 
Fort ; and the Commission Officers of the respec- 
tive Companies those evenings supped with the 
Governor." Again on the 25th, " the Governor 
and Council and Trainbands were splendidly enter- 
tained with a supper at the Company's Garden ; 
they having also been under arms in our late 
troubles." 

The follo>ving complaint brought by a crew 

2 
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against their Commander and Chief Mate is worthy 
of preservation. 

" Wednesday, 8th July. The Governor yester- 
day receiving a sort of a Letter, with a Paper sign- 
ed by twenty-nine of the Fhcenix Ship*s Company, 
commonly called a Bound Bobin ; the purport of 
the Letter consisting chiefly of complaints against 
Captain Carswell and his Chief Mate, Mr. Abbis. 
The Governor immediately sent for the Captain 
and Purser of said ship, who seemed to be sur- 
prised at it, saying that they knew nothing of the 
matter. Upon which the Governor sent off an 
order to the Chief Mate, about which the Captain, 
Chief Mate, and five of the men appeared before 
us this day ; two of the five being the Boatswain and 
Gunner of the Ship, who complained chiefly of the 
disability of the Chief Mate, that he knew not how 
to discharge his duty in that employ, as also of his 
abusing the men. Their complaints chiefly against 
then* Commander for pinching them in their pro- 
visions ; he confessing before us that their allow- 
ance three times a week is but a quart of rice and 
gram together for ^yq men a day, but promises 
that for the future it shall be rectified. So upon 
the whole examination of this business, we find 
that the Gunner has been the ringleader, who 
seems to us to be an impudent, saucy, insinuating 
fellow, and believe has been the sole occasion of 
stirring up the men to complain in this malicious 
manner. The Bound Bobin as well as the Letter,as he 
himself confesses, was wrote with his hand ; so that 
to prevent the ill consequence that may attend 
such clamours, it is resolved that the Gunner 
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and Boatswain ai*e discharged the ship, as also 
Daniel Bulfinch and Peter Middleston; the two 
latter, as the Captain tells us, have been very active 
in this villany ; and for the present that the four 
aforesaid persons be committed to the main guard, 
tiU we consider of inflicting such punishment as 
they deserve." 

On the 8th March, 1702 died William III, and 
in September the same year the news reached Fort 
St. George, as will be seen from the following 
entry. 

" Thursday, 1 7th September. In pursuance to 
an order of Consultation, the Flag was early this 
morning hoisted, and at eight o'clock was lower- 
ed, when there was two volleys small sTiot and one 
hundred cannon discharged by the half minute 
glass, for the death of our late gracious King Wil- 
liam the Third of blessed memory. Then the Flag 
was again hoisted up, when the Mayor, and all the 
Aldermen in their gowns on horseback, with twelve 
Halberteers and a Company of Grenadiers march- 
ing before them. Proclaimed our gracious Queen 
Anne at the Fort Gate, Town Hall, Sea Gate, and 
Choultry Gate, with many huzzas and great de- 
monstration of Joy, with three voiles small shot 
and one hundred and one pieces of cannon dis- 
charged. And in the evening the Governor, at- 
tended by all the Gentlemen of the Council, with 
the Mayor and Aldermen and several other gentle- 
men in palanquins and horseback, to the Com- 
pany's Bowling Garden, where there was a hand- 
some treat provided ; all Europeans of fashion in 
the city being invited to the same, where they 
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drank the Queen's health, and prosperity to old 
England, with many others. 

The following very disinterested act on the part 
of a Native Chief deserves especial notice. 

« Saturday, 26tb. Abdul Labby Khan, Go- 
vemor of Porto Novo and the country about it, 
came last night to St. Thom^, having been lately 
at the Camp at Vellore ; unto whom the Governor 
sent this morning the Moollah with a compliment, 
and two bottles of rosewater, which he kindly re- 
ceived, and intimated to him that he was desirous 
of seeing Madras, which the Moollah was ordered 
to evade if possible, but not to give a flat denial. 
And whereas we have always found the Governor 
of Porto Novo a friend to our Company's interest, 
and to preserve his friendship, it is agreed that we 
make him a present of Gold Chains to the value of 
about 450 Pagodas. 

'' Sunday, 27th. The Moollah and Brahmin 
did this day attend the Nabob Abdul Labby at 
St. Thom^, with the present of Gold Chains, which 
they privately offered ; but he refused to accept 
them, telling them he was a true friend to the 
English, so would take no present, but would al- 
ways continue the kindness he had for us, and 
make it his study to do us all the good services 
that lay in his power," 

Our next extracts explains itself. 
" Tuesday, 20th October, During the time 
Dawood Khan lay before this place, we were 
continually straightened for provisions, at which 
time the weather being very hot we could not salt 
up any ; so were forced to keep a great number of 
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Hogs, the meat for which was veiy chargeable, 
besides the great inconvenience of keeping such a 
number. So to prevent any future danger that 
may happen from the Garrison wanting Provisions, 
it is agreed that between this and January next, 
that the Steward be ordered to kill three hundred 
Hogs, to be salted up as the Governor from time 
to time shall direct. And if it should so happen 
there be no occasion for them, that then they be 
disposed of to the shipping as opportunity offers." 

" Wednesday, 4th November. The President is 
advised from Masulipatam that the Mogul pitch- 
ing his Camp near some great mountains, from 
which of a sudden came so great fall of waters, 
that it swept away about 150,000 people, with 
elephants, horses, camels, and baggage, he himself 
narrowly escaping." (This event is noticed by 
Elphinstone, who however reduces the number of 
people who perished to 12,000.) 

The following incident furnishes an extraordi- 
nary illustration of the administration of the law. 

"Friday, 6th. The 29th ult. it was ordered 
that the three black fellows apprehended, and found 
preparing to coin Pagodas, should be brought on 
their trial to-morrow ; but finding the evidence 
against them is so insufficient that they will most 
certainly be acquitted, and they offering six 
hundred Pagodas to be acquitted without a trial, 
it is thought much better to accept the same ; not 
only in regard to the six hundred Pagodas, but 
likewise their being acquitted on their trial would 
encourage others to attempt the same ; and ac- 
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cordingly it is agreed to receive the said six hun- 
dred Pagodas, and banish them the place. 

The news of the war of the Spanish succession 
had now reached the Presidency, and preparations 
were made to improve the defences. The following 
entry will illustrate the state of affairs. 

" Saturday, 16th January, 1703. Here being 
a report that there is coming a strong squadron of 
French and Portuguese men of war for India, 
against which we are informed the Dutch are mak- 
ing great preparations, and putting their garrisons 
in a posture of defence ; and we fearing our nation 
is engaged in the war in Europe, and well knowing 
that the Dutch will give us no manner of assistance, 
so think it necessary to keep our Garrison in the 
best posture of defence we are capable of." 

This year another series of attempts was com- 
menced for obtaining possession of the Company's 
out towns of Egmore, Persewaukum, and Tripli- 
cane. The first, it will be seen, was checked by a 
very decided action on the part of Governor Pitt. 

"Friday, 12th March. The Governor having 
news brought him last night, that there had been 
six or eight Peons, who had tied leaves in the 
Company's towns, which is the custom of the 
country when they take possession of any place ; 
Peons were sent out immediately to seize them, 
but could not find them ; but this morning 
three of them came to the Governor at Egmore, 
and produced a paper which is an order from 
the Foujdar of Poonamallee, grounded upon 
an order he had received from the King's 
Dewan Mahomed Seid. The Governor ordered 
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them to be carried prisoners to tke Fort, wkere 
they were put in irons, and intended to be punish- 
ed for executing an order within our jurisdiction, 
mthout first acquainting the Governor therewith." 
Four days afterwards the three Peons were re- 
leased, " in consideration that they were but ser- 
vants, and obeyed only their Master's order ; but 
were severely checked for the same, the Governor 
telling them that if they or any others presumed 
to do the like again, they should most certainly 
lose their heads." 

The following entry of the same date explains 
itself. 

" Mr. Eichard Ptflirson writer, who came out in 
the FJicenix, and immediately sent to Masulipatam, 
where he behaved himself very insolently to his 
superiors, for which they sent him hither in Janu- 
ary last, where soon after he behaved himself very 
impudently to the Governor, who confined and 
punished him for it ; and afterwards upon his sub- 
mission, and acknowledging his fault with promis- 
es of amendment he was set at liberty ; when in 
few days after, he quarrelled at the Company's 
General table, where he gave opprobious language 
to several, and blows to boot. So finding him an 
incorrigible and debauched fellow, and that keep- 
ing him here may tend to the ruin of several of the 
young men in the Company's service ; — it is 
agreed that he be confined to the inward Fort, and 
sent for England by the first opportunity ; and 
that he be permitted to come no more to the Com- 
pany's Table, but that the Steward shall send him 
such Provisions as the Governor directs." 
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We have already seen, on the occasion of the 
visit of the Nabob Dawood Khan to Fort St. 
George, that the General Table could be magnifi- 
cently served. The following extracts will prove 
that even in the matter of silver plate, the show 
was by no means despicable for those days. 

"Thursday, 8th April, 1703. The Company 
having no plate for their General Table, or any 
other use, but what is very old and battered, and 
but very little of it too, which is now agreed to be 
melted down, and the President who brought out 
a set of plate with him, and has used it ever since 
at his own charge : it is agreed that the same now 
be taken on the Company's account ; allowing for 
the same, as the Company's silver was lately sold, 
sixteen Dollars weight for ten Pagodas Eng- 
lish standard ; and for the fashioning thereof as it 
cost in England ; and that the same be weighed 
off to the Steward, and an account of it brought 
into Consultation, that so it may be brought into 
the Books. From the particulars of an account 
which is given at full length in the Consultations, 
we learn that Governor Pitt's silver plate weighed 
2240 oz. 17 dwts. ; that the metal was valued at 
£700 sterling, and that the fashioning cost £65. 
The old plate which was melted down was valued 
at less than £100. Mr. Pitt's new plate included 66 
silver plat-es, 6 salts small, 1 salt large, 3 castors 
and mustard spoon, 3 porringers, 16 spoons, 6 
forks and 6 knives, 1 ladle large, 12 dishes, 1 
teapot, 1 sauce pan, 2 salvers large, 2 salvers small, 
1 Monteith, 4 large candlesticks, and 7 covers. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

GOVEBKO&SHIF OF Mft. THOXAS PITT. 

1103—4. 

The gtcRt event which distinguished ifee period 
in our annuals now under review, is one which can 
be stated in a few words, viz. the uniob of the old 
and new Companies into one. With this event the 
t][uarrels of the two Companies naturally terminat- 
cd, and attention was once more directed to the 
prosecution of trade, the progress Of domestic 
affairs, and occasional conmmnications with the 
'Nabob. 

The first incident to be noticed furnishes an- 
other illusti'ation of the otd difficulty of c^lieeting 
new taxes from the natives. It will be remeanbered 
that on the advance of Dawood Khan a brick wall 
and other works had been erected for the drones 
of Black-town, and arrangements were made to 
meet the expense by collecting a special tax itofm. 
the inhabitants. It will be seen from the follow- 
ing extracts, that many abuses had occurred in the 
collection, which were charged upon Serapa Ndik, 
the Chief merchant who had been appointed to 
superintend it, 

" Friday, 9th April, 1708. The Chiefe of the 
Castes having met daily for some weeks past at 
the Pagoda to consider of ways and means iot 

3 
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raising the money for building the Black-town 
wall and works ; and haying acquainted the Gro- 
Temor a few days past that they had perfected the 
same ; we summoned all the Castes tins day before 
ns, and called oter the Boll of how much every 
Caste was assessed. With which they all seemed to 
be satisfied, and declared they had given their as- 
sent thereunto. Upon which we ordered it forth- 
with to be collected in such a method as they 
themsdves desired ; which was to be by their own 
Conioopolies, and two Peons to each Caste. 

** Wednesday, 28th. Thec^ having been a scan* 
dabus paper dropped in the town, relating to 
the assessing of tke Town wall money, written in 
a counterfeit hand in English ; which we judge to 
be by some European who has had some insight 
in the Company's affairs ; the drift of which can 
be for no other than to raise mutinies and insur- 
rections to prevent the collecting the money for 
building the Black-Town wall and works ; and 
there being some particdar charges against Serapa 
the Chief Merchant ; — we summoned all the heads 
of the Castes before us this morning, and examined 
them to every particular, when they positively 
denied they knew anything of it. Which paper 
is entered after this consultation. 
<< To the Council of Fort St. George, 
" Gentlemen, 

*' Finding personal application to some of you, 
to mediate matters with the Governor about a due 
regulation in assessing for the Town wall, has been 
fruitless ; we have in concert with many others^ 
taken this method to lay before you the sentiments 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



m-13 UtSTOBT OF ICADSAS^ l9^ 

of the inhabitants ; hoping your jostioe in com* 
passion to us, zeal to the Hon'ble Company, and 
regard to the welfare of this place, will induce you 
to consider the following. 

" That the building of the Town wall was by 
the Hon'ble Company's order, some of us have 
been made sensible of, and we bdieve it ; also 
that they expect the charges for the same should be 
borne by the several Castes, which we think a very 
great hfurdship ; considering the benefit of Customs 
the Honorable Company reaps by our Sea and 
Land Trade ; also the Farms of Betel, Tobacco, 
tod Arrack (which fall sensibly heavy), not to 
mention the Ground rent of our houses, Pedda 
Naik's I>ttty, etc, 

** Althou^ these, as aforesaid, are hardships, 
yet by length of time, being become Sallabad (as 
we esteem them) there is no great demur made 
now, and are not recited here as grievances ; so 
much as an introduction to inform you, that we 
are wholly dissatisfied in Serapa Naik's being in-^ 
trusted with the collection of the town wall 
money, lately ordered by the Governor and your* 
selves to be received of us ; for his audacious 
injunctions publicly made to the Conicopolies and 
Peons (who go about to gather the money) to 
beat and pull us by the necks with cords to the 
Choultry, upon refiual of payment ; which has been 
tommittdl on some who were not in a capacity to 
launch out so much as demanded. 

** Such outrages and insults are seldom inflicted 
^nder the Moors, therefore we are amazed at Se^ 
rapa's presumption in giving audi ordenr under the 
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]E)iiglish Q^Temmeut ; bat they have been redieBS** 
ed (upon a complaint made to tlie Honorable Gro^ 
yemor) by punishing two Feons ; tbougb we are 
since served almost as ignominiouBly ; being con- 
strained by those sordid Collectors to stand before 
our doors a while in the son, till mooght into a 
compliance ; and if such sufferings are caused by 
our backwardness to pay, please be referred to our 
reasons that makes us so. 

*^ First, Serapa Naik, at a G(«aeral Meeting up- 
on his summons, told ns the Honorable Company 
having been at a great charge for raising a wall 
^ound the Black Town for our security, must bo 
reimbursed, and three thousand Pagodas more 
added to repay the said Serapa'& charges of pre« 
sents, etc. during Dawood Khan's stay here last. 

*' Second. Having well considered the Honomble 
Company's indulgent c£gre to protect us, we shall 
most willingly acquiesce to i^fund their eost of 
the Town wall, but then humbly request may be 
granted, viz. 

' 1st. That only the first cob|« thereof be as-^ 



*' 2nd. That an Englishman be appointed re- 
eeiver or Collector. 

" 3rd, That no pretence of presents, etc. made 
by Serapa Naik, be interwoven with the Town wall 
money. 

*' 4th. That eveiy caste, knowing what each ar« 
to pay, have liberty of themselves to bring the 
same, which they promise to do within any time 
limited. 
. ^'Third. These four reqnestii being gx«nted 
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will give a general satisfaction, and save the hire 
of so many Conicopolies and Peons employed as 
now appointed in this affair. 

" Fourth. And what further induces us to in- 
sist on the four requests as aforesaid, are, because 
we are under some jealousy, that besides the Town 
wall money, and the 3,000 Pagodas for Serapa 
Naik, more may still be taken, and impropriated 
to the present manager's use. 

" Ourselves, and fathers before us, have long ex- 
perienced the quiet and moderate English Govern- 
ment, and hope our children's children after us 
may enjoy the like. But when some by their 
characters assume to it abuses ; imder a presump- 
tion that their being favourities will protect them 
against all clamours (which we find too true) ; we 
have only this expedient left, viz. To represent 
our calamities. And having so done now, we hope 
H short time will show us the eiFects of your wis- 
dom, by interposing in matters so destructive to 
the public good ; otherwise we propose to apply 
ourselves to the Honorable Company, by sendmg 
them a copy hereof, with another memorial of 
farther complaints of this nature. Dated Madras, 
April, 1703. In behalf of the Native inhabitants 
of Madras." 

Notwithstanding the denial on the part of the 
Natives, of any knowledge or participation in the 
paper, it is certain that subsequently the amount 
was only partially collected, and that with the 
utmost difficulty, as may be gathered from many 
allusions, which need not be reproduced here. 

The following quaint but gr^pluc. narrative of 
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an engagement with Pirates is entered in the con- 
sultations, dated 8ist May, 1703, and is well 
worthy of preservation as illustrative of the limes. 

" A Kelation of the taking of the Ship " Pem- 
broke Frigate," by the Pirates at Mayotta, March 
10th, 11 OS, by Mr. Edward Fenwiek, the Super- 
cargo. 

** On the 9th of March last we made the Island 
of Mayotta, and as we were standing in with the 
land about three leagues distance, we discovered 
two ships under sail close under the land. They 
had sent their boats off before we could see them to 
make out where we were; they were fiill of men, and 
kept rowing about half a mile to windward of us.* 
After we showed our colours and fired a gun to 
windward, they each of them put out a flag, which 
we at first thought to be the King's flag, not 
plainly distinguishing it ; but they would jfot 
come near us to acquaint us which was the road 
or the way in ; which we were obliged to endea- 
vour the finding ourselves, being in extremity ; 
and with this consideration concerning the ships, 
that if they should prove Pirates our loading would 
be of no use to them, so consequently we might 
expect good treatment from them, as has formerly 
been shown to others. We steered west and west 
by south till we came into five fathom water about 
a league from the shore, and there anchored ; which 
we had no sooner done, and veered away a little 
cable, but the most frightful and greatest of dan- 
gers presented themselves to us, both of the ship 
and our lives ; breakers on all sides within half a 
ship's length, which, because it was dark and just 
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high water, we did not perceive till we were so 
near them. Whilst we were in this consternation 
and hurry what to do, the two boats hailed us, 
lying at a Grappling right ahead within call ; but 
would by no means come to our assistance, except 
we first sent our boat to them. Then we im- 
mediately sent our Yawl with four hands, two of 
which they took into their boat, and put two of 
their own people into our boat. When they came 
on board they thought we had been fast ashore, 
and said they were sorry to find us in so bad a 
condition ; the loss of our ship being unavoidable 
as they thought ; we lying on a reef of rocks 
which run out two leagues on each side of us, and 
would be dry in half an hour's time, and all round 
us nothing but breakers. They advised us to let 
the ship lie till morning dry, and they would all 
come oif then, and see what possibly might be 
done to save her ; so little hopes had we from them 
of getting off again ; and indeed we soon perceived 
they told us nothing but the truth ; for by this 
time the tide had ebbed very much, and at every 
hollow of the sea the ship began to strike. There- 
fore Captain Weoley considering that delaying 
longer was but running ourselves into greater 
dangers, and that there was no other remedy but 
to cut and stand the same way out as we came 
in ; so desired the two men to go and send our 
people on board which were in their boats, which 
they presently did. Then all hands turned to, 
and immediately hoved a peck and cut away, 
having a spring upon the cable to cast her. By 
these endeavours it pleased Ood everything an- 
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swered our expectations ; and before we could 
cast the lead six times were past all danger, re- 
ceiving no other damage than the loss of our 
best bower, and about ten fathom of cable. 
Now after our ship was out of danger, we began 
to consider the answers made by the two men that 
came on board, to a few questions we asked 
them. Thejr said their great ship was a Per- 
mission ship bound for Muscat, laden with 
guns, anchors, cables, etc. ; Captain Hillyard 
Commander. The little ship they said belonged 
to the Scotch Company, one Captain Drtimmond 
Commander, and was bound for Madagascar, to 
trade for slaves, with small arms, powder, etc. 
That they had lain there nearly three months be- 
fore to repair and clean their ships ; and that just 
as they made us coming in, they were standing out 
to proceed on their voyage. We acquainted them 
the great necessity we were in for provisions and 
water, and that several of our men were down ; to 
which they answered, they did not doubt but their 
Captain could assist us with everything, and send 
their boat betimes to us in the morning. We did 
not give much credit to what they said, yet there 
was no way to get clear of them but by fair words 
and entreaties ; so kept standing off and on all 
night ; and at 12 o'clock next day, being the 10th, 
we came to an anchor about a mile from the shore, 
being low water, at which time we see their two 
boats lying dry upon the sand. About an hour 
after, when the water floated them, they rowed to- 
wards us ; and being come with pistol shot under 
our stem, they hailed us, asking if they might be 
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suffered to come on board, that they were friends 
jEind had brought us fresh provisions. Captain 
Weoley answered, one of them might come, yet they 
both came rowing on ; and when they were under 
our quarters, one on each side, they all started up 
with i^eir arms guarded, swearing if any of us fired 
a piece they would give us no quarter, and if we did 
not fire they would do us no harm, nor take any 
thing from us. Captain Weoley ordered every 
one to ^le, which we aU did, and they at us ; 
Captain Weoley jumping down the after skuttle at 
the same time, and bidding every one to their close 
quarters, some into the cabin and some between 
- decks. But we not able to keep either of tbem 
long, they firing six shot to our one ; and then 
perceiving it was impossible for us to do more, 
they having two ships very near us, we called for 
quarter ; which they gave us, disarming us, and 
turning us into the head. Then they began to 
rummage and rifle the ship everywhere, until their 
heat was over. In this scuffle we had two men 
killed, Mr. Gold our Chief Mate, and Cornelius 
Browne a Foremost man. Of their men they had 
two wounded ; one of them mortally, the other 
shot through both his arms. The rest of the day 
they spent searching about the ship, and swearing 
to revenge themselves on Captain Weoley, for first 
bidding them come on board, and then firing upon 
them as they came along our side ; likewise to 
bum the ship. The next day they carried Cap- 
tain Weoley on board one of their ships, and 
kept him prisoner there; about forty of them 
staying on board us till Friday the 12th, when 

4 
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they put it to the vote whether to burn her 
or to give her to us again. If this had been done 
the next day after th^ took her, she had certain* 
ly been burnt ; but putting it off three or four 
days gave us time to make many friends to give 
their votes in our favour, that we carried it by 
seventeen votes more to save her than to bum 
her. Ader taking several things out of her, they 
delivered the ship to us again that night about 
seven o'clock ; they making the best of their way 
to Madagascar and we for Johanna, giving us six 
old small arms in lien of what they took out of 
us. But they would by no means dear Captain 
Weoley ; forcing him to go along with them to * 
serve as a pilot for the Straits of Malacca, swear- 
ing to shoot him if he refused it. They likewise 
detained by force Francisco de Cruz our Car- 
penter ; yet one of our men, Martin Hogendirk a 
Dutchman, entered himself and went voluntarily 
with them. 

" These two Pirates are very strong, full of 
men, and one sails excellently well. The biggest 
carries 40 Guns and near 200 men ; she is odled 
the *' Prosperous," and was (as they told us first) 
a Permission ship upon a trading voyage, but 
surprised and taken about six months before at 
Madagascar. The then Commander Hillyard died 
soon after of the wounds he received then, but 
the new Pirate Captain of her is called Howard. 
The little ship is called the " Speedy Ketum," 
and was formerly commanded by one Captain 
Drummond, but now by one Bowen. She carries 
12 Guns and 70 men, and is about 100 tons. She 
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with another about the same burden were sent out 
by the Scotch Company ." 

In consequenoe of this extraordinary relation, 
those ships in the Madras Eoads which were bound 
lor the Straits of Malacca did not proceed on their 
destination ; " which tends," says the consulta- 
tion book, " to the great detriment of the Port and 
lessening of the customs ; besides it is to be feared 
that if these Pirates take any of the country ships, 
it will bring us into new troubles with the Grovcrn- 
ment, out of which we have but a few months past 
extricated ourselves." It may be mentioned that 
Captain Weoley made his escape from the Pirates 
a few months afterwards. 

Our next extract is worthy of record as illustrat- 
ing the mode in which the political department 
of the Company's administration was carried on 
in these primitive times. 

" Thursday, 12th August, 1703. It being the 
general report of the country that there will be 
sudden alterations in the Government by the re- 
moval of the Nabob, or Dewan, or both, and we 
having but two spy Brahmins in the Camp, and 
here being ■ who tenders his service, being 

son to Vinkettee Puttee, who procured the firmaun 
from the king of Gk)lconda for this place, and he 
seeming to be an intelligible person : — it is agreed 
he be entertained, if he will serve for five or six 
Pagodas per mensem, to reside as a private per- 
son in the Camp, to give us intelligenoe of all af- 
fairs of importance, but not to be there at a 
Vakeel." 
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The following entry illustrates tlie stringent 
nature of the laws against duelling. 

" Monday, !J3rd Aua;ust, 1703. The Governor 
haying eonihied Captain Seaton and Mr. Strat- 
ford for going out yesterday to the Company's old 
garden to fight a duel, he ordered them to be 
brought up this day before him in Council to 
examine into the occasion of it ; when it was 
found that Captain Seaton gave the challenge 
without amr manner of provocation, so that it was 
resolved thefar confinement should be continued 
till we had considered what punishment we should 
afflict on them to deter others from doing the like." 
The confinement lasted ten days, at the expiration 
of which Captain Seaton was fined ^00 Pagodas 
and Mr. Stratford 50 Pagodas. Captain Seaton, 
however, as we have seen on former occasions, had 
a happy knack of getting out of a scrape as easily 
as he got into it. Three weeks afterwards we find 
the following significant entry : — " Captain Seaton 
delivering in a petition setting forth his contrition 
for his offence, for which he was fined 200 Pago- 
das, and prays that we would remit the same ; 
which, in consideration of his great charge of 
children, and his promises of not doing the like, 
is granted him, and ordered that the Secretary do 
return him the same.*' 

In November this year rumours of coming 
troubles appear to have reached the Presidency. 
The Steward of the Fort was ordered to buy up 300 
hogs, and feed them up, " so that they may be fit 
to kill and salt up during the cool weather for the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



19W-4] HISTOBT OP MADRAS. 29 

seryioe of the Garrison." We also find the follow- 
ing entry. 

«* Tuesday, 2nd November, 1708. The Gover- 
nor received advices this day from the Nabob's 
Camp, that there was orders given out to the 
Foujdar of Tripassore to raise forces to come and 
seize our towns ; which we are resolved to defend ; 
and in order thereto, it is agreed that the Fay- 
master forthwith run up a brick wall round the 
Choultry at Egmore, in such manner as the Gover- 
nor shall direct, to lodge such forces as we shall 
send on all occasions to defend the place ; and when 
the wall is done, to pull down the present Choul- 
try, which is thatched and ready to tumble, and to 
build a commodious one for that purpose." 

Eleven days afterwards the news was confirmed 
by the receipt of the following letter from the 
Foujdar. 

" Translate of a letter from Tahir Khan, Fouj- 
dar of Tripassore, received November 13th, 1703. 

" I wish your Honour all health. About three 
months past I received a letter from Khan 
Bahadur to take possession of those villages 
you have, which are under the Poonamallee 
country. I was loth to acquaint you with this 
unwelcome news by reason of our friendship ; 
but fresh orders are arrived to the Dewan and 
myself ; and your Honour is sensible that the 
servant must obey his Master's orders ; so that I 
can defer it now no longer. The occasion of my 
sending you this is to let you understand that if 
you wiU send one of your Vakeels to me, my 
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friendship shall not be wanting to accommodate 
the matter." 

Mr. Pitt's reply was cautious, but sufficiently 
firm. 

" To Tahir Khan Foiydar of Tripatorc, Novem- 
ber 15th, 1708. 

" I received your letter and observe the con- 
tents, and can only return this answer. The 
towns you mention were given us by Assid Khan, 
the Grand Yizier, whose purwanna we have, in 
consideiation of the good services we had done 
your king ; which was much to the satisfaction of 
Khan Bahadur who afterwards gave order for the 
delivering them to us. When we thought it had 
been in this country, as in all other parts of the 
world, that whatever the Grand Yizier granted, 
the king always made it good ; or what reliance 
can there be on the favour of such great men's 
purwannas. I esteemed you always as you write 
yourself our friend, and am sorry you are com- 
manded to execute such unjust orders ; which wiU 
occasion no less than a di&renoe between the two 
nations — Who is the aggressor let the Great God 
judge. Our Vakeel is sick ; if you send one 
hither, I will immediately give my answer to what 
he shall propose." 

The following incident of the war with France 
respecting the Spanish succession, is interesting 
from the fact that the Mr. Dolben here mentioned, 
was our old friend the Judge Advocate in the 
Court of Admiralty, who had been dismissed from 
his Office, and engaged in a profitable trade. Not- 
withstanding the report of the Pirates in the Straits 
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of Malacca, lie had boldly set out there in the 
Canterbury, p the pursuit of commerce under diffi- 
culties. 

" Friday, 14th January, 1704. Last night the 
Governor received news by a Portuguese letter 
from Pondicherry, that the two French ships were 
returned with an English prize called the " Can- 
terbury," belonging to the New East India Corn- 
pany ; having met her 'and Mr. Dolben in the 
*' Chambers" Frigate in the Straits of Mahicca ; 
which is this day confirmed to us by a letter from 
Pondicherry, copy of which is as follows, viz. 

'* The two French vessels met the *' Chambers'^ 
Frigate, and another of the New Company's called 
the " Canterbury" of more than 300 tons, com- 
manded by Captain Kingsford, came from Eng- 
land and bound to Surat. The 19th December, 
near the Island of Sambelan in the Straits of Ma- 
lacca at night, th^ gave each other broadsides. 
The " Chambers" Frigate had her mainyard dis- 
abled, which he got repaired in the night. The 
next morning she fought again during four hours 
against the lesser French ship; after wMch he made 
all the sail he could to the bank of ParsoUi. The 
"Maurepas" (French ship) fought against the 
" Canterbuiy" which he took immediately. Mon- 
sieur de Fontenay was sent against the '' Cham- 
bers" which seemed the least, but proved the big- 
gest and best man. We hear from those we have 
taken, that Mr. Dolben gave 50 guineas to each 
man, and a promise to each that should be wound- 
ed to provide for them, to the end they should 
behave themselves well." 
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About this time a Eoman Catholic Patriarch of 
Antioch arrived at Pondicherry, and subsequently, 
like the Bishop of St. Thom^, executed not a little 
opposition by endeavouring to interfere in ecclesias- 
tical affairs in the Presidency. In the previous 
November, a messenger arrived from this Presi« 
dency with a complimentary message for Oovemor 
Pitt, as will be seen from the following entry in 
the consultations, dated, 22nd November, 1703. «— 
. " There being arrived at Pondicherry a Patriarch 
and several Padres, said to be missionaries from 
the Pope to inspect into ecclesiastical affairs in 
China ; one of which came this day into town, 
sent with a compliment from the Patriarch to the 
Governor, with a small present of Jocoles, oil, and 
wines ; who was civilly received, and afterwards 
took up his lodgings in the Portuguese Church." 

The following extract shows a determination on 
the part of the Patriarch to interfere. 

" Saturday, 22nd January. Padre Michael having 
applied himself to the Government for leave to go 
to Pondicherry, for that he that calls himself the 
Patriarch of Antioch had summoned him thither, 
and he feared that if he did not go it would tend 
to his ruin ; the Governor deferred giving him leave 
till he had considted his Council, which was this 
day summoned and Padre Michael sent for, who 
earnestly insisted for leave to go. Whereupon he 
was asked by the Governor whether the Patriarch 
sent, for him as Chief Priest of this Bomish 
Church, or on any other account. He answered 
that it was as he was Chief Priest. To which it 
was replied that we could allow of no persons to 
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have any antbority over the Priests of this place, 
so as to send for them away, or return them or any 
others at their pleasure. And supposing the Abbot 
to have a hand in this matter we sent for him ; who 
Jesuitically evaded, and denied that he knew 
anything of the matter. Whom likewise we ac- 
quainted with our resolutions that the Patriarch, 
nor none else, should exercise any power over the 
Priests that live under our G-ovemment. So dis- 
missed them both, strictly enjoining Padre Michael 
not to stir out of the town ; besides that orders 
should be given the officers not to permit him to 
go without the gate." 

In our next chapter we shall have occasion to 
produce further illustrations of these intrigues. 

The following entry will explain itself. 

" Monday, 3rd February. Ensign Harris, who 
has often been found drunk, insomuch that he 
has been incapable of doing his duty, for which 
he has been frequently reprehended ; but finding 
it to no purpose, he was this day broke ; but in 
regard he has a wife and several children, we have 
permitted him to serve as Seijeant, but that no 
longer than he abstains from drinking to excess." 

Early this year a dispute arose between Gover- 
nor Pitt and the Foujdar of St. Thom^, concern- 
ing an Armenian inhabitant of Madras who had 
been imprisoned by the latter. It appears that 
one Coja Timore, an Attorney for an Armeniari 
in Persia, had great demands on an Armenian 
named Coja Awan who was an inhabitant of 
Madras. The case was canied to court, but 
meantime Coja Timore the Attorney had business 

5 
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at St. Tkom^, and was followed there by Coja 
Awau ; and the latter by some means unloiown, 
but which we may reasonably infer to have bee» 
bribery, prevailed on the Fougdar to impnscm the 
Attorney. Goremor Fitt of course sent to the 
Foujdar to deliver up both as inhabitants of Mad- 
ras ; but the Foujdar insisted not only that a free 
pardon should be granted Coja Awan, which wouldf 
have been granted, but also that the papers lodged 
in the Court should be delivered up to him. To 
have granted the latter demand, would have beeik 
to establish a most awkward precedent ; as it would 
virtually admit <^ an interference for the future on. 
the part of the Foujdar of St. Theme in all cases^ 
pending ia the Madras Court of Admiralty. The 
following Lsttecs- will throw some light on the 
dispute. 

" From Mirusman Foujdar of S*. Thomd. 

" I have power over Chinnapatam, and likewise 
over St. Thom^, as it beloi^ to the king whose 
grant of Chinnapatam ground to the Company was^ 
on no other mtent than to make the place fniitful, 
and bring riches into his kingdom, but not to act 
anything that should prove unjust or prejudicial 
to the Merchants interest there* I cannot help 
putting you in mind of the Governors oi 6ol«onda 
and Bijapore, who for their unjust actions and ill 
behaviour were instantly turned out of their Fro-^ 
vinoe, notwithstandiug all their resistance, and 
clapped into irons. What reason therefore has the 
king to value any onci seeing he turns out whoso- 
ever he pleases ; and who by his great kindness 
^nd justice towards his people, has pbtaixied power 
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of God to conquer wheresoever he comes ; and 
knowing me to be one of his Officers, I wonder at 
the style you write me. What can I say more ?" 

The following was Governor Pitt's answer. 

** To Mirusman Eoujdar of St. Thome. 

" I received your impertinent and insolent letter. 
— We aU know your kii^ to be greats wise and just, 
and muiy of his nolbfes to be persons of great ho* 
nour ; but most of his little Governors, amongst 
whom I reckon you, to be veiy corrupt and 
unjust. We would have you to know we 
are of a nation whose sovereign is great and 
powerful, able to protect his su^ects in their just 
Slights over all the world, and revenge whatever 
injustices shall be done them, of which there witt 
be speedy instances given. I am not a IMe sur- 
prised at your saucy expressions, as well as actions 
4j\ impriscming my inhabitants, when you know 
tluit I can fetch you hither and correct you for 
both. This is an unswer to your letter. 

Thomas Pitt." 

Meantime the matter had been represented to 
fhe Nabob Dawood Khan and his Buxie. A guard 
had been placed by Governor Pitt over the house 
of Coja Awan, who had prociMcd the impri- 
sonment of his Attorney, and who of course 
remained at St. Thom^ ; and both the Nabob 
and Buxie declared that this Coja Awan, was 
indebted to them for jewels, and required 
^hat he should be no further meddled with. 
Governor Pitt sent very long explanatory letters in 
reply. Subsequently, as Coja Awan owed a great 
deal of money in Madras/ Governor Pitt resolved 
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to open his house, and to take an iaventonr of his 
goods, in the presence of the Armeoiens, Moguls, 
and Patans of the place. Accordingly the latter 
were summoned to appear on the 6th April, 
1704 ; but on that morning, instead of going 
to Cqja Awan's house, a number of them appeared 
before the Goremor. The Armenians begged to 
be excused on the ground that they had goods 
at St. Thom^, which the Foiqdar would seize 
directly he heard of their participation in the 
matter. The Moguls on their part stated that the 
Buxie's servant had been with them that morning, 
and charged them in the name of his Master and 
in the name of the Nabob, not to concern them- 
selves in the matter. The Patans made no ap- 
pearance at aU. Acccordingly they were aU ordered 
to the Town hall, whilst the Governor and Counol 
took the subject into consideration. After a htUe 
while the following decision Y«* ««J™7/° **' „^« 
Armenians and others were told that if they would 
Sme security for Coja Awans debts, or for the 
delTvery up of his person withm a reasonable 
time weU and good ; but otherwise they must 
Stat the oilning of the hou«! and godowns, 
^n^ftt the taking an inventory of the lurmture, 
Sr d^.^ fiim the place altogether within three 
davstime. This decisive measure ensured com- 
Snce; and it was agreed that eight Armemans 
eS Moguls, eight Patans, and eight Gentoos 
should meet on the foUowing Monday at Coja 
Awan's house, and assist the Begistrar of the 
Court in taking an inventory of his goods. The 
Sole mtter slems to have been ultmiatdy settled 
without further difficulty. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

GOV£BKOBSHIP OF 3fB. THOMAS PITT. 

1704—7. 

The Governorship of Mr. Pitt extended over 
the unusually lengthy period of eleven years, and, 
as we have already indieated, was marked by some 
extraordinary incidents. In the years now under re- 
view it will be seen that though apprehensions were 
still entertained of Nabob Dawood Khan, yet the 
foreign relations of Fort St. George were tolerably 
tranquil. This state of things may be generally 
ascribed to the extreme old age of Aurungzebe, 
and the inability of the Mogul to subdue the 
Mahratias ; and it may here be noticed, what is 
scarcely noticed in the consultations, that Aurung- 
zebe died on the 21st of February 1 707, in the 
eighty-ninth year of his life and fiftieth of his reign. 
The internal events of the Presidency are however 
unusually interesting. Mr. Pitt had very great 
trouble in putting a stop to some disastrous con- 
flicts between the Right and Left Hand castes, 
which for a long time occasioned an entire stop- 
page of the country trade, besides leading to the 
flight of many necessary handicraftsmen from 
Madras. Mr. Fraser also, who had rendered 
himself so obnoxious to Governor Higginson 
as to induce, the latter to resign, took advantage 
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t)f tlie caste dispute to engage in a quarrel with 
Mr. Pitt. We however leave our extracts in gene- 
ral to tell their own story. 

The first refers to the failure of an attempt 
to rear silkworms vad obtain raw siUc in Madras. 

^'Monday, 1st April 1704. We finding that 
the experiment of making of raw silk to be very 
chargeable, the snocess of which depending entirely 
upon the well growing of the Mulbeny trees, and 
this country being so excessive hot and dry, there 
is little hope of effecting ^e same. It is there- 
fore agreed that all the Necauds except two, be re- 
turned to BengaL" 

The next entry ilhirtrates the losses experienced 
from the claims of the Native Princes to seize all 
ships wrecked u|pon their coast ; and sometimes to 
seize vessels which were not sufficiently manned 
without any pretence wlottever. 

''Thursday, 22nd June. In the year 1702, 
when Dawood Khan was beneging this place, the 
Qovemor sent the *' Bedford" sbof> to 'iAnnquebar 
for provisions, but meeting with a long passage, 
was straitened for water, so that they anchx»edia 
the king ofTaiyote's country, wkera the people 
seized 1^ vessel and all the men, and pat them in 
prison, where they lay several months and were 
used barbarottsly, llae vessel they hauled into a 
^mall river, aiMi took out her guns which were 
four, and also ten candy of China root, and sent it 
to the king. Upon this the President wrote 
several letters to his Chief Minister demanding 
satisfaction; but all the answer could be had, 
they pleaded the vessel was a wreck, and so of 
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course their right* At wbieh time the Merchants 
of Tanjoxe had setreial effects here, which the Pre* 
aident would have seized, but that a Merchant 
here, one Sanka Bamana who has great dealings 
to Tanjore, pretended that he would accommodate 
the matter and procure satisfaction ; but not hay- 
ing hitherto done anything in it, the Preddent 
acquainted the Oounoii thait he had a few days back 
seised goods that came from Tanjore for the afore- 
said vessel and cargo^ Unto which the Council 
unanimously asseut'ed, hoping thereby to discourage 
those country people, and those adjacent to us 
from doing the like." 

The Patriarch at Pondidierry and Bishop of 
St. Thom^ still continued their att^npts to exec'* 
cise ecdeaiastical authority within the English go« 
vemment. 

** Friday, 15ih September. The Capuchins here^ 
of the Portuguese Church, being under interdic- 
tions from the Patriarch and Bishop of St. Thome, 
who design to put upon us what Padres they 
please, which may be the worst of consequences. 
To prevent which it is agreed, for the satisfaction, 
of mai]^ of our inhabitaiits of that persuasion, that 
Padre Lorenso a Capuchin, be admitted into town 
to exercise his functions in their Church.'* 

A serious emeute at St. Thom^ between the 
Moorish Governor and the Portuguese Governor, 
is thus recorded. 

" Monday, d5th. Yesterday in the evening We 
heard that the Portuguese anid Moon' had had a 
quanel wherein was l^ed a Portuguese gentleman 
Seaor John Bebeiro of good fashion, and two 
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Moors ; occasioned chiefly by the Moors Governor 
going after a treacherous manner to his house who 
they call the Governor of the Portuguese, whom 
he had designed to have murdered, or used him 
bai'barously by imprisonment. The Governor of 
the Portuguese received a slight wound, but upon 
iiring some arms, the Moors' Governor and his 
people fled ; two more of whose people we hear 
this day died of their wounds, and three or four it 
is said are in danger thereof. 

" Tuesday, 26th. About five this morning the 
Governor here received a message from the Go- 
vernor and Portuguese inhabitants of St. Thomd 
being come to the place of our out guards ; who 
desired admittance and protection, which was ac- 
cordingly granted them ; and in the evening one 
of their chief inhabitants, Senor Matthias Cavallo, 
waited on the Governor and acquainted him with 
the whole matter ; being much as before recited, 
only that the original of the quarrel arose from a 
Moor offering to take a candle from a young 
woman as they were walking in procession at 
their feast." 

The following incident is very curious, as illus- 
trating the proselyting spirit that prevailed. 

" Saturday, 12th May 1705. There being 
never an Ensign now in the Garrison, the Gover- 
nor proposes Serjeant Dixon and Serjeant Hugo- 
nin for Ensigns, one in each Company. The obr 
jection against Dixon is from an obsolete order of 
the Old Company that no Boman Catholic should 
bear command in the Garrison ; but in regard 
that they have since employed Commanders Sa- 
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percargos to India tliat have been professed Ro- 
man Catholics, we hope it may warrant us in 
making this person an Officer ; he being likewise 
one of the best soldiers we have in the Garrison ; 
and it is not unlikely but his preferment may 
make him return to the Protestant religion. It is 
therefore agreed that the two aforesaid persons be 
made Ensigns, and that the Secretary draws out 
their Commissions accordingly." If Ensign Dixon 
did turn Protestant on account of receiying an En- 
sign's commission, he must have proved a valu- 
able convert. 

The next extract will prove interesting to local 
antiquarians. 

" Monday, 30th July. The President pro- 
poses the hedging and ditching of the Island 
round, in order to the improving of it for pasture 
for cattle, which may be of great use to this Gar- 
rison at all times, and more especially in times of 
trouble from the country." 

The following entry will explain itself. 

'* Tuesday, 28th August. We having had for 
above two years past great complaints of ships 
losing their anchors in the road, and galling their 
cables : which we impute to the road being very 
foul by the many anchors lost, which the muck- 
yard men and all others are discouraged from 
sweeping for, by reason of the Company having 
half salvage, and they at all the charge. So to 
prevent so great a misfortune of any ships driving 
ashore, it is agreed that all people are free to 
sweep the Boad, and to have whatever they can 
take up, of anchors or anything else for their la- 

6 
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bour ; and no pretensions whatever to be made 
upon them for account of the Company or any 
other ; which is to be notified by the Secretary 
putting up a paper in all languages at the Sea 
Gate." 

The following curious incidents in reference to 
the wills of Roman Catholics are very significant. 
The Eoman Catholic inhabitants of Madras had 
been accustomed to prove their wills before the 
Capuchin Friars ; but complaints had reached the 
Governor and Council that advantage was taken 
of this circumstance to convey a large portion 
of the effects of deceased Roman Catholics to the 
Partriarch of Antioch at Pondicherry. Accordingly 
it was ordered that for the fnture all wills should 
be approved at the Company's Court. The fol- 
lowing successful attempt to evade this law, may 
l>e best described in the words of the original entry 
in the consultations. 

" Tuesday, 7th May, 1706. This day was read 
a Petition of Donna Johanna Teseira, widow of 
John Baptista deceased, who was many years an 
Alderman of this city ; who, by the instigation of 
the Padres, a little before his death removed to 
St. Thome ; and leaving a will which his widow 
proved in the Portuguese Court there, and the 
estate divided according to the tenor thereof, and 
the Portuguese customs and laws. But since his 
death his daughter having married a Portuguese 
inhabitant of this place, who supposing that his 
wife had not her just dividend of her father's 
estate according to the English laws ; her husband 
Gregoria De Arangeo has commenced a suit 
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against the widow in the Mayor's Court, and has 
attached some moneys in this place, against which 
she prays relief. And that whereas her husband 
died at St. Thome and the will proved there, and 
that all papers and accounts relating thereto re- 
main in that Court according to custom, which 
they will not permit to be sent hither to make her 
defence. So upon mature consideration of the 
whole matter, and the apprehensions we have of 
the ill-consequences of interfering with the pro- 
ceedings of the Coiurts of other nations ; and con- 
sidering that the daughter of the deceased was 
content with her dividend before she marrried, and 
gave discharges for the same :— It is unanimously 
agreed that an order be directed to the Mayor's 
Court to dismiss the cause, and withdraw any at- 
tachment they may have issued out against the 
effects of John Baptista deceased, and leave the 
whole matter to the Portuguese Court at St. 
Thome, where all relating to this affair has been 
hitherto transacted." 

The eccentricities of the Natives with regard to 
deeds and bonds, are fully illustrated by the fol- 
lowing entry of the same date. 

'' There often arising in this place great dis- 
putes and demands upon accounts and bonds of 
ten, twenty, and thirty years standing, so that it is 
next to impossible to decide the same ; and it 
being generally amongst the Natives, most of which 
stick at no manner of villany, for swearing, lying, 
forging, or any other vile action to gain their end ; 
to prevent which it is ordered that from the 1st of 
Janiuiry next ensuing, no bond, bill> or account 
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shall be sueable for in any of the Courts of Justice 
or the Choultry of this city, that are of a longer 
standing than seven years ; provided it can be 
proved that within the space of the aforesaid seven 
years, both parties have been resident on the place 
six months at one and the same time, and no de- 
mand has been made of the debt in the Mayor's 
Court and an action commenced for the same." 

We must now retrace our steps a little to de- 
scribe the movements of the Nabob Dawood Khan. 
In June 1705 advices had reached Governor Pitt, 
that Dawood had been on a visit to the king 
Aurungzebe, and had returned to the Camatic vnXh. 
additional honours and powers. In March this 
year the Nabob was in the neighbourhood of Fort 
St, David, and a letter was received from the 
Argent and Council there expressing their appre- 
hensions of Dawood Khan, and requesting to be 
informed whether they should make him a present. 
Governor Pitt replied, — " We believe it necessaiy 
to give the Nabob a present if he comes to your 
place, and hope to the amount of three or four 
hundred Pagodas may do, and we would not have 
you to exceed five ; but if you hear he intends to 
come to St. Thom^, it would be very well if you 
could evade it, and send him only a present of 
some liquors ; telling his people that you have no 
orders from Madras, and that the Governor of 
Madras will be gi*ateful to him for his civility to 
you ; for if you should present and we too, both 
may be considerable, whereas good part of one, if 
not all, may be saved if you can manage it as be- 
fore directed." 
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In April Dawood returned to Arcot and Go- 
vernor Pitt complimented him with one hnndred 
bottles of liquor. Eive months aftewards we meet 
with the following entries in the consultation books 
which will explain themselves. 

" Monday, 23rd September. The King's Dewan 
who is now at St. Thom^, who has all along shown 
great friendship to the Company's affairs ; and 
now being sent for up to the Court to supply the 
place of his brother deceased, who was Lord 
Steward of the King's Household ;— we think it 
for the interest of the Company to make him a 
present to the value of about two hundred or two 
hundred and fifty Pagodas in gold chains, or other 
things that may be most acceptable, leaving it to 
the Governor to advice therein. 

" Thursday, 31st October. This day the Go- 
vernor received advises that Nabob Dawood Khan 
was come to Poonamallee, and from thence de- 
signed for St. Thom^ ; upon which we immediately 
despatched our Moolla and Brahmin to him with a 
compliment. 

" Saturday, 2nd November. The Nabob ar- 
riving yesterday at St. Thom^, and this morning 
our Moolla and Brahmin returning to us, saying 
that the Nabob receive dvery well the Governor's 
compliment, and did intend to come and stay some 
days at a Garden house a little to the southward 
of the town ; which was ordered to be cleaned up 
for his reception if he continued that resolution, 
which we were resolved should not be encouraged 
to by any invitation. They likewise told us that 
they believed he came not with a design to give 
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US any trouble, which they infer from the small 
force he brought with him, which were not above 
live or six hundred horse and foot. He also show- 
ed an earnest desire to dine with the Governor." 

This intelligence was not wholly satisfactory. 
Dawood Khan had the whole country at his com- 
mand, and might have ordered other forces to 
follow him from Arcot. Moreover he spoke 
many kind things of the English nation, which the 
Moors " usually do of all people, when they are 
carrying on the worst of designs against them." 
Accordingly two members of Council and the 
Secretary were sent to pay their respects to him at 
St. Thome ; but were directed to give no answer 
about the dinner, and to say they had no instructions 
upon the subject. The next day, being Sunday, 
the three gentlemen proceeded to St. Thom^ and 
met with " extraordinary kind reception." Da- 
wood Khan presented them each with an emerald 
ring, worth about thirty or forty Pagodas a piece ; 
and also sent a jewel to Governor Pitt of the value 
of a hundred or hundred and fifty Pagodas. But 
amidst all this ostentation he ardently pressed for 
an invitation to dinner ; and though the deputa- 
tion postponed their answer, yet Governor Pitt 
considered it expedient to send an immediate in- 
vitation to the Nabob, upon the condition however, 
that he would not brintf with him more than 
twenty of his guards. Dawood Khan made the. 
necessary promise, and the Governor made the 
necessary preparations for the dinner. The result 
is fully recorded in the consultations as follows. 

" Monday, 4th November. Narrain and the 
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Moolla went to wait on the Nabob at St. Thome 
as ordered this day, and the gentlemen of council 
to the Garden, whither he came about -noon ; 
when Narrain discerning that a considerable part 
of his forces followed him, at least 200 horse and 
foot, told him he hoped he did not expect the Go- 
vernor should admit them all into the Fort, who he 
was confident would not admit any more than what 
was agreed on. Therefore he desired the Nabob to 
keep his promise, to which he answered that if he 
went all those must be admitted with him. ScT 
lighted at the Garden and bid Narrain go and ac- 
quaint the Governor with his resolution, and that 
if he would not be received with all his Company, 
it should be the same thing to him if we sent the 
dinner to him where he was at the Garden. With 
which message Narrain came, and soon after the 
Secretary confirmed the same ; when the Governor 
positively refused to receive him with more than 
twenty men. So ordered the dinner immediately 
to be carried to him to the Garden, with all other 
necessaries ; whither the Secretary and Narrain 
returned, who were to acquaint the other gentle- 
men with the Governor's resolution ; and that the 
Guns he intended to fire they should acquaint 
the Nabob were for the King's health, his 
own, and such of the Great Ministers of State 
as were his friends. About five in the even- 
ing the English gentlemen returned from the 
Garden and gave the Governor the following ac- 
count. That the Nabob first seemed out of hu- 
mour at the answer that was sent him, when it 
was believed he would not dine there ; but after 
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some pausing he dissembled his resentment and 
sat down to dinner, and ate heartily, and tasted 
the liquors sent him which he liked very well. 
After dinner the present was set before him, 
which at first he seemingly refused, but afterwards 
accepted of it ; and soon after he rose up and re- 
turned to St. Thom^." 

The following entry records another scrape of 
Captain Seaton's. 

" Thursday, 27th Pebruary,1707. The Gover- 
nor lays before the Council the insolent action of 
Captam Seaton, who on Sunday last marched part 
of his Company (and had all had not the Gover- 
nor commanded them off) over the Company's 
calicoes that lay a dyeing ; notwithstanding there 
was much more than room enough to have march- 
ed the men clear of them as usual. And after- 
wards when the Gt)vemor sent for him to demand 
his reason for doing so base an action, he had the 
impudence to tell him he did not understand it. 
Upon which, when he came for the word in the 
evening, the Grovemor told him that he was sus- 
pended tiU he had advised with the Council ; for 
that he thought him not fitting to serve the Com- 
pany any longer, nor would he bear any more 
with his insolencies. It is agreed that he stands 
suspended, and that the consideration of breaking 
him be referred to another time." A year after- 
wards Captain Seaton having appealed to the Di- 
rectors on the strength of his twenty years service, 
and pleaded some extenuating circumstances, was 
reinstated in the command of the garrison. 
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The follo^ng curious entry will explacm itsdf. 

•* Tttesday, 17fli June. The Governor produces 
a letter from Robert Berriman of Fort Sf . David, 
wherdn he declares that ke bad contracted mar- 
riage with Mrs. Wilson who lately died here, to 
wh^mn he had made several presents, which were 
found in her lodgings at her death, when the Pay- 
master took an Aeeount of her effects. So consi- 
dering the low circumstances of Berriman, it is 
agreed that upon his taking his oath to the Hst of 
the things he demands, that they were presented 
her upon account of the intended marriage, that 
the Paymaster delivers him the same/* 

We now have to draw attention to fhe quarrel 
which broke out between the Right and Left Hand 
Castes,* and which is fully described in the follow- 
ing eittracts. 

* The dutinction between the two Hands is said to 
be of recent origin, as no mention is made of them in 
any of the ancient books. Moreover it is almost un« 
known in the North, and is indeed chiefly confined to a 
part only of Southern India. In the latter districte, 
most of the Hindoo castes are thus separated. The left^ 
hsmd includes the whole tribe of the* Yaisya or mer- 
chants, the Panchala or five castes of artisans, together 
with some other mean tribes of the Sudras, and espe- 
cially the caste of Chakili orcobblera. The Right-hand 
includes the most distinguished castes d the Sudras, but 
its strongest bulwark is the Pariah caste^ which still 
glories in the title of " Friends of the Bight-hand." 

The opposition between the two bands arises from 
certain privileges to which they both lay claim. The 
matter is generally some trifling violation of mamool or 
custom, but hot unfrequently leads to bloody disputes. 
PaboxB xnentionfl a contest so dreadful, that many of the 

7 
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" Thursday, 26th June, 1707. There having 
been lately a dispute between the Eight and Left 
Hand Castes, that live in the Pettah, about pass- 
ing some streets on occasion of their weddings, 
insomuch that the Governor was obliged to order 
Guards to lie out to keep the peace. To prevent 
further disturbance it is agreed that Mr. Eaworth 
the Paymaster takes with him the Gunner, and 
Serampa and Narrain, Heads for the Right Hand 
Caste, and Colloway and Yinkettee Chitties Heads 
for the Left Hand Caste ; and that they survey 
the Pettahs, and consider of what method may be 
taken to prevent any further disputes of the like 
nature, and report the same to the Governor and 
Council. 

" Thursday, 17th July. Mr. Raworth and the 
Gunner, as also the Heads of the Right and Left 
Hand Castes, report that they had surveyed the 
Pettah, and produced a draught of all the streets 
and buildings in the Pettah, which showed us 
what streets were chiefly inhabited by the Left 
Hand Caste, being Bridge Gate street, and that 
which is called the Chief Peons street ; wherein 
Kves but few of the Right Hand Caste. So to 
preserve the peace between the two aforesaid 
Castes for the future, we hereby order that those 
few of the Right hand Caste in the aforementioned 

peaceful inhabitants began to leave their villages, just as 
if a Mahratta invasion -were impending. This terrible 
eommotion arose from a member of the Left-hand stick- 
ing red flowers into his turban. To this day nothing but 
the strong arm of the police prevents Madras- itself fronii 
being frequently the scene of similar disturbances* 
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streets sell their houses, and go and live in the 
streets amongst their own Caste ; and that those 
two streets are peculiarly appropriated for the 
Left Hand Caste to pass in at their making their 
weddings and Festivals ; and that none of the 
Eight Hand Caste give them the least disturbance 
in that precinct at their utmost peril. And it is 
further ordered that neither Caste may pretend 
ignorance of these limits, that the Paymaster sets 
up four Stones at the cost of the Left Hand Caste, 
according as we have directed him in the draught, 
and insert thereon in English and Gentoo the 
purport of this our order." 

"Thursday, 14th August. The Governor ac- 
quaints the Council that on the 12th at night 
some disaffected persons to the Government had 
placed papers on the Stones set up in our Pettah, 
which stinted the bounds of the Left Hand Caste ; 
which papers were wrote in the Malabar language 
and now produced. 

" Since the foundation of this city no such thing has 
been known. By the authority of the Government and 
prevalence of money this Pillar was erected, in con- 
tempt and derison of the Right Hand Caste, who will 
forfeit the rights of their caste if they do not destroy 
the others like dogs and tumble them down. If it be 
demanded by whose order this was written, it is by the 
will of the King of England and the Company, who will 
not fail to bring these things to pass ; and this by way 
of caution.'' 

" The persons unknown also laid at the foot of 
the Stone, a sort of an enchantment as is esteemed 
in this country, pieces of skulls with rice and other 
mixtures. f>om the translate of the paper it is 
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easily to he inferred that sonie Europeans have had 
a hand'in it ; there being expressions that these 
people are wholly strangers to* Of whieh w« 
haring considered are come to the following re- 
sult, that a paper be fixed on each stone in dH lan- 
guages, as idso on the Gates in the English and 
Black town ; that if any person shall come and 
Inform us of what person or perscms have fixed the 
aforementioned paper on those Pillars, they shidl 
have one hundr^ Pagodas reward» and his panlon 
if oonoemed therein. The Heads of the Kight 
Hand Caste were s^t for before us, who bang 
charged with having a hmd in writing these pa- 
pers, which they denied ; agreed that a month's 
time be given them to find out the person or per- 
sons who wrote them ; and that i£ they do not 
find them, they are to be fined such a sum of money 
as the Governor and Coundl tliink fit i and this 
they were acquainted with« 

" Tuesday, 19th August. The Governor ac- 
quaints the Board that on Sundav last, being the 
17th instant, that the Bight liand Caste with a 
Wedding went in great pomp through the street 
which was ordered lately by the Governor and 
Council for the Weddings of the Left Hand Caste ; 
and that upon heamg of which, he sent out a 
party of soldieN who seized nineteen of them, who 
are now in prison in the Choultry, who he resolves 
to punish and make examples. 

" The Bight Hand Caste came to the Fort this 
day in a considerable body, and delivered in a 
Petition as entered after this consultation ; with 
the heads of which we hail a long debate, and 
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what th^ said tended, as well as the purport of 
th)eir Petition, for us to retract what we have done, 
and that we would give up the Left Hand Caste a 
sacrifice to them. 

" The Petition of the eighteen isorts of people 
of the Bight Hand Castes belonging to Chinna- 
patam. 
** Humbly ^ewcth. 

Whereas upon the first settienaent of the Eng- 
lish in this place, the liberty was granted your 
Petitioners' Castes to have their streets and habi- 
tations from Tom Clarke's Gate and the Bridge 
Gate, both within and without ; and to the Left 
Hand Caste was granted from Mud Point Gate, 
both within and without ; two streets which was 
kept and observed by eadi Caste till broken by 
the troubles which happened to the French at 
8t. Thomi^. At which time several people retired 
hither, and without knowledge or permission from 
the Government, built their houses one amongst 
the other in both the Pettahs ; whidi being 
complained of to Sir WilUiam Langhom, and 
the ill effects of the failing out of the two 
Castes being taken into consideration, it was 
ordered that th^ should not live together ; but 
that the Bight Hand people should go to the place 
that was first granted them to inhabit, and that 
the Left Hand should go to theirs. Accordingly 
to which order the Bight Hand people did obey, 
and likewise some of the Left Hand people ; but 
others did desire leave to stay till the rains was 
over, which was granted, but after to retire to 
their own streets; which to this day they have not 
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done, but rather have encroached more upon yout 
Petitioner's liberty. Likewise the Weddings that 
were made by the Left Hand people that lived 
amongst your Petitioners, were ordered to be kept 
always in their own streets ; but if it happened that 
they did make any Weddings in your Petitioners' 
streets, it was to be done privately in their own 
houses, without any music, or any si^ch ceremony. 
But they now very unreasonably desire your Peti- 
tioners' streets, which never was done before ; and 
they having complained to your Honour, but upon 
what account or reason we do not know. Now in 
the streets wherein the Stones are erected, there 
are one hundred of your Petitioners houses, with 
several Wells, Churches, Gardens, and Choultries ; 
all which belong to your Petitioners the Eight 
Hand people. Being very many, being twenty-one 
Castes in all of these people, we cannot tell every 
one's mind. The country people have sent let* 
ters to us, but what they can do for us we do not 
know. We all living under your Honour's protec- 
tion, are afraid to disoblige your Honour, there- 
fore stay very quiet. From the beginning of the 
world to this day it never was known that any 
Grovemment did take away your Petitioner's streets, 
and give them to the Left Caste people, which 
they know to be true. Now they (the Left Hands) 
having made many false complaints to your 
Honour, which is the occasion of all this 
trouble; for the streets where the Stones are 
erected are the first streets of the Right Hand 
Castes for all strangers that come from the 
country. For these streets that your Honour 
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has given to the Left Hand Castes is a very great 
dissatisfaction to all the Eight Hand Caste people. 
Therefore your most humble Petitioners desire 
your Honour would be pleased to take into con- 
sideration, and they shall as in duty bound ever 
pray." 

** Friday, 22nd August. The foregoing con- 
sultations of late mention several passages relating' 
to the Kight Hand Caste and Left. Of the for- 
mer many have deserted us, and the others have 
locked themselves up in their houses in town ; 
which, chiefly consisting of Boatmen, Washermen, 
Fishermen, and other necessary handicrafts, the Go- 
vernor summoned all his Council except Mr. 
Eraser ; who he was jealous had betrayed us in 
what we had done, as to settling the dispute be- 
tween the Castes. And the Governor gave us 
this instance of it. That when on the 19th past, 
he acquainted the Board of the insolence of the 
Pariahs who went through the Left Hand streets 
with a Weddiag and wlwt he had done thereon ; 
when immediately Mr. Fraser according to his 
custom made a long senseless speech, the purport 
shewing that he was now against what had been 
transacted in consultation about the Castes ; which 
no notice was taken of, as coming from him. But 
then the next minute the Eight Hand Caste deli- 
vered their Petition, which was presently read, and 
entirely agreed with the purport of what just be- 
fore Mr. Eraser spoke. When the Governor im- 
mediately charged him with making or reading of 
it, which he then denied in great confusion, and 
the same was taken notice of by Messrs. Eaworth 
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and Frederick present in Council. So thci Govornor 
this day laying before the Board tke worst of con- 
sequences thai might attend the Company's affairs, 
as well as our own persons, to hare one amongst 
ns to betray our counsels ; of whidi the Cooncil 
being equally sensible, desired Mr. Eraser might 
be sent for ; which was accordingly done. When 
he was diarged with what before mentkMied, and 
told by the Governor thai it was impossible that 
he could make a speech so coherent with a PetitioB 
tliat was just after delivered in, without having 
made or read it ; to which he made no other de- 
fence than that we should prove it if we oouUt. 
The Ooveroor at the s«ne time charged him with 
directing the Malabar inscription that was put 
upon the Stones, which he denied with strange 
asseveration and exeerations, but to the making 
or reading the Petition only a {^ain denial. ^ 
after he told us he had no more to say in his de- 
fence, the Governor desired him to withdraw, which 
he refused to do» but afterwards obliged him to it. 
*' When we debated the nature of his oifenoe, 
and the ill oonsequenoes of any of the Council en- 
couraging Petitions against our proceedings in 
general, or such in particuhir as he himself seem- 
ingly agreed to, without the least hesitation to 
anything that was done relating to the castes :— « 
the Governor to prevent his domg further mis-* 
ebief, pressed the necessity of his being suspended 
the Company's service ab officio et beneficio ; al- 
leging that no ineonveniency could accrue frcmi it, 
for tbut his abilities were so little considerable, 
that all of us knew in our oonsdenoea that he 
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never merited rice and water from the Company ; 
but yet with his malice, pride, and envy, he has 
often made strange progress in mischief, and 
wholly incapable of doing good. And it is not 
amiss to insert one or two passages, though 
foreign to this present matter. Some time past, 
upon a suspicion that there was a difference be- 
tween the Governor and Mr. Raworth, an impu- 
dent Dubash, that was often trusted with Mr. 
Fraser's whispers, came up to Mr. Baworth in his 
chamber, and told him that he heard there was a 
difference between the Governor and him, and that 
he treated him as he did others ; but if be would 
stand against him and come and join with Mr. 
Fraser and his party, lie was sure they would be 
able to suppress him : upon which Mr. Riiworth 
treated him as became him by kicking him down 
stairs. About five years past there came from Goa 
a Theatine Padre, an Englishman, Milton by name, 
who often passed between this place and Fort St. 
David, and several times came to the Governor for 
leave to build a Chapel here or at Fort St. David ; 
which he positively refused him, considering that 
the worst of consequences must attend it, or that 
it would be to the great dislike of the Company to 
have an English priest here of the Popish religion, 
for that being such he ought to die by our law. 
Yet nevertheless one Joseph Hiller, a great consort 
of Mr. Fraser, bought a piece of ground here 
(without any leave or knowledge of the Gtovemor) 
for Milton ; on which he immediately erected a 
Ibbrick after the model of a convent, and had made 
eonaiderable progress therein, before^ the Ooveii;ior, 

B 
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who was going to the Garden one morning, knew 
anything of it. When he immediately sent for 
Padre Milton, and demanded of him how he came 
by that ground, and who gave him leave to 
build on it ; who answered Mr. Hiller bought 
it for him. Upon which the Grovemor order- 
ed him immediately to dedst from building, 
and by six at night to depart the place ; which 
he accordingly did to St. Thome ; where a little 
lime after, Mr. Fraser and others went to dinner 
with him, and has often been seen conversing with 
him at that end of the town. Thus whenever the 
Governor has frowned upon anyone for crimes 
and misdemeanors, whether white men or black, 
it is well known they were always cherished 
by Mr. Fraser ; who has been the pest of the 
Government, as well as the ridicule and scum 
of the place. Yet notwithstanding all before 
mentioned is well known to be great truths to 
every man that sits at the Board, who desired the 
Governor to leave him oat in the sorting Summons, 
for that he was so impertinent and troublesome 
that no busifiess could be done ; yet they were 
generally unwilling to suspend him the service, 
till the Governor solemnly averred that he would 
sit no more with him in Council, nor give his 
opinion in any affairs more of the Company's 
where be was present ; which induced the Council 
unanimously to suspend him the Company's ser- 
vice officio et beneficio till their pleasure was 
known in this nuitter ; which the Secretary is or- 
dered to acquaint him therewith, and that we will 
give him a copy of what we write home to the 
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Company relating to him, that so his defence and 
4inswer may go therewith." 

The following extract from a Greneral Letter 
from the Court of Directors, dated 4th February, 
1708, will show how Mr. Fraser fared, notwith^ 
standing the abuse bestowed on him by Governor 
Pitt. 

" The charge ao^ainst Mr. Fraser we have con- 
sidered, and would hope no Englishman, especial* 
ly none of our servants, would be guilty of such 
pernicious practices, which strike at the root of the 
well being of the place ; and are more inclined to 
this opinion, because we iind in the consultation 
of the 22nd August, that the Council were gener^ 
ally unwilling to suspend him, which we cannot 
think they would be if they apprehended he was 
justly taxed ; and that it was Mr. Pitt's solemn 
averring he would sit no more with him, that pre- 
vailed with them. We have therefore reinstated 
him, as thinking it not fit to give so much counte- 
nance to any Governor whatsoever, as to approve 
his single opinion, against all the rest of the Coun- 
cil, in a case of this nature, which if it was true 
does not fvUly appear to us to have been proved ; 
though we shall always lodge a power in oar Presi- 
dent and Council to suspend any of the Council or 
other subordinates, when they have or think they 
have a just reason ; and if it be of great crimes 
they are charged with that deserves confinement, 
we shall approve it." 

For the sequel of the dispute between the Bight 
and Left Hands we most refer our readers to our 
next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

QUARRELS BETWEEN THE RIGHT AND LEFT 

HANDS IN THE GOVERNORSHIP OJt 

MR. THOMAS PITT. 

1707. 

The quarrel between the Bight and Left Hantf 
Castes, which resulted in the flight of the former 
to St. Thome, is one so extraordinaiy in its nature, 
and so iUustrative of the character of the people^ 
that we have deemed it advisable to tell the whole 
story as much as possible in the Uini^uage of the 
Eecords, only abridging those portions which 
are mere recapitulations. These extracts are all 
taken from the consultation books during the 
latter half of 1707, and are arranged in strict 
chronological order 

"Monday, 25 th August, 1707. This morning 
early the Governor summoned twelve of the princi- 
pal of the heads of each Caste, who were shut up 
ill a room to adjust matters now in dispute between 
the Pastes ; which they acquainted liim about 
noon they had done. Upon whidi at four this 
afternoon the Council was summened, when the 
number of each Caste appeared ; when unanimous^ 
ly and in a most solemn maimer they declared they 
had agreed on the followmg terms. 

" 1st. That none but the Eight Hand Caste 
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sliould live in the Pettah commonly called the Ped- 
da Naik's Pettah. 

" 2nd. That the Pettah called Mootel Pettah 
should be inhabited by none but the Left Hand 
Caste. 

" 3rd. That whereas there are a great many 
of the Left Hand Caste in the Pedda Naik's 
Pettah, and so likewise of the Eight Hand Caste in 
Mootel Pettah, it is agreed that each Caste com- 
mence removing their Houses on or before the 1st 
of December to their respective Pettahs before men- 
tioned ; and that the same be all completed cm or 
before the 1st of June, 17 j8 ; and if any that have 
houses in either of the Pettahs can agree upon the 
sale or exchange thereof, they are at liberty to do 
it, or pull down and carry the materials to the 
Pettah appointed for them to live in. 

" 4th. That no Weddings by either Caste 
shall be made in the streets in the Pedda Naik's 
Pettah lately in dispute between them, till that 
Pettah be wholly inhabited by the Bight Hand 
Caste. 

" 5th. That in Mootel Pettah they shall keep 
their Weddings there according to custom, tiQ the 
llight Hand Caste are removed out of it. 

" 6th. That in neither of these Pettahs before 
mentioned, no one shall sell his house but to one 
of his own Caste. 

"7th. That whereas there are Boatmen, Las- 
kars, and Fishei-men that have their houses by the 
sea side in Mootel Pettah, it is agreed that they 
remain there as they now are, without giving any 
molestation to the Left Hand Caste. 
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<' 8th. That as we ordered in Consttltation of 
the 17th July Stones to be erected for stinting the 
limits of the Left Hand Caste making their Wed- 
dings in the Pedda Naik's Pettah, and a suitable 
inscription thereon ; —we now at the request of 
both Castes agree that the inscription be cut out ; 
but the Stones remain for such inscriptions to be 
made on them as the Governor and Council shall 
think fit hereafter. 

" To all the foregoing articles the Governor and 
Council do now agree ; with which the Bight 
Hand Caste are ordered to acquaint their people 
that are now withdrawn, that they now return to 
their obedience without further delay ; which they 
readily promise to do. 

'< Wednesday, 27th. Notwithstanding that all 
matters seem to be so fairly adjusted before us on 
the 25th past between the two Castes, we have 
seen no good effect of it by the people returning to 
their duty. So the Governor orderad this day to 
to be brought before him in CouncU, Serapa, 
Nara Verona, Sunka Bama, and Andee CMtty, 
—and charged them as chief instruments in 
raising the present rebellion ; and the informa- 
tion of which he had had from one of their own 
Caste, who was in the conspiracy, who said they 
had a great difficulty to stir up the poor Handi- 
crafts ; and that the Pariahs who are the most 
numerous, refused to stir unless they sent with 
them one of their heads of the Caste with one 
thousand Pagodas to pay their subsistence, which 
they accordingly complied with ; and the Go- 
vernor was informed who had contributed thereto; 
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and when they proposed it to the Boatmen^ 
Washermen, and Fishermen, they likewise refused, 
saying they would not leave the livelihood they 
had there tor an \mcertainty ; but with much per- 
suasion they prevailed with them, upon giving 
them a note under their liands that they would pay 
them in proportion for the days they were absent, 
according to what they usually got here ; and that 
they would allow Batta or subsistence money to all 
that should desert us (of which the Governor had 
daily intelligence from St. Thome) which was paid 
them. Thev(tlie four Natives summoned) denied all ; 
knowing that whoever of their Caste came in as 
evidence against them was in no small danger of 
their life. So the aforementioned prisimers the 
Governor ordered to be kept in safe custody, and 
used suitable to their crimes. 

" Friday, 29th. This day were before us 
Serapa, Kara Verona, Sunka Bama, and Andee 
Chitty of the Eight Hand Caste, and Colloway 
Chitty, Vinkettee Chitty, Petombee Chitty, and 
Comapa Chitty of the Left Hand Caste ; when 
having a Brahmin present, they swore to be 
true to the Company's interest, and to lay 
aside all animosity between them relating to their 
castes, or any other dispute ; and that they would 
use their utmost influence to compose the present 
differences on that account ; as also to stand by the 
agreement made in Consultation the 25th instant ; 
and for the security of Serapa and the other three, 
four of the Eight Hand Caste, the Pedda Naik, 
and ten Cuomities were bound for their personal 
appearance. 
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" The Governor acquainting that none that 
had deserted were come in since the agreement 
between the two Castes, which he imparted to 
their fear as well as shame. So advised that a 
paper might be published in the nature of a gene- 
ral pardon ; which he now produced, and was 
read, and accordingly agreed to, and ordered to 
be set up in the Gates and Mettows in the Gen- 
too and Malabar, and one in English at the Sea 
gate as follows : 

" Whereas some wicked and evil designing 
people of the Right Hand Caste, seduced by 
others as wicked in the Government,* have went 
about for some sinister ends to make an insurrec- 
tion and rebellion in this Government ; and the 
better to effect their hellish designs, have deluded 
the poor and ignorant with a false notion that we, 
the Governor and Council, had favoured the Left 
Hand Caste to prejudice theirs ; whereas nothing 
was done by us but by the advice and consent of 
the principal of their heads ; and since this dispute 
has happened, matters have been thoroughly can- 
vassed by twelve of each heads of the Caste, and 
all differences adjusted and finally ended before us 
in Council ; yet nevertheless, we hear that some 
people are still carrying on their ill designs to dis- 
turb the peace and tranquillity of the Government, 
which induces us to publish this our order and 
intentions. 

" That whereas we have always showed great 
tenderness of the welfare of our inhabitants, and 

♦ A hit at Mr. Fraser. 
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took especial care to provide for the poor and la- 
bouring people, who three or four of the rich and 
crafty have imposed upon them, so as to make 
them desert us, and to terrify them from return- 
ing to their duty, give out the Government will 
panish them suitable to their crimes. 

" We therefore have thought fit to publish this 
our General Pardon to all such who have been 
concerned in this insurrection ; promising and 
declaring that sneh who return to their habitations 
and duty on or before the 10th of September next, 
are pardoned hereby to all intents and purposes, 
as if they had not been concerned therein ; and 
such as do not comply herewith, their houses and 
estates shall be seized for the Company's use, and 
their persons when and wherever apprehended, 
within the Company's jurisdiction, shall be pro- 
ceeded against with the utmost rigour ; and more 
particularly such who shall after the date hereof 
contribute any money or otherwise towards the 
upholding, maintaining, or employing any that shall 
not come in by the time herein limited. Sealed 
with the Company's seal, and dated at Fort St. 
George, this 39 th day of August, one thousand 
seven hundred and seven." 

Nothing appears to have transpired betweea 
the 29th of August and the 10th of September 
specified in the General Pardon ; but on the latter 
date we find the following significant entry. 

" Wednesday, lOth September. The Governor 
summoned the Council to acquaint them, that he 
was just then informed that in the night the Stones 
were stolen away ; which we considered of, and 

9 
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though the impudence of the action deserres Ibe 
strictest enquiry and punishment, and the im- 
mediate erecting others, yet it was unanimously 
agreed that we desist from doing either till these 
troubles are over ; though obliged the Pedda Naik 
to give twenty thousand Pagodas for his personal 
aj^eanmce, who must doubtless have a hand in it, 
or at least knows of the taking away the Stcmes. 

'' Those of the Right Hand Caste that have de- 
serted, retiring to St. Thcnne, have sent for the 
heads of their Caste out of the comitry, who wrote 
us this day a most saucy and impudent letter, the 
translate of which is entered after this consultation, 
wherein is a clause that they cite former Consulta- 
tions ; which is a plain indication that some of 
our people had the penning of that letter ; and 
though they quote is as a precedent for us, it is a 
sign they do not understand it, we having acted 
in this matter exactly according to that clause. 

" From Dellaway Donne Paulo Chitty, etc., of 
the Eight Hand Caste, of the four comers and fifty 
six countries of the world, to the Hon'ble Thomas 
Pitt, Esq. and Council. 

'' From the first foundation of Madras it was 
never known that the Left Hand Caste should be ad- 
hered to by wrongly informing your Honours to the 
prejudice of the Right Hand Caste ; upon whose as- 
sertions you have erected Stones in our streets, and 
given the same from us ; concerning which an ad- 
dress was made to your Honours by way of Petition, 
upon perusal whereof you directed that your Peti- 
tioners were at liberty to stay or go where they 
pleased, whieh you repeated three times* Ac- 
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cordingly they came to St. Thom^, from whom 
they wrote your Honours ; and we hearing the 
matters are come hither. 

" From the beginning of the world it was never 
before known that the Left Hand in the fifty six 
countries thereof, ever erected a Stone in the llight 
Hand Street, nor was it ever allowed by any Go- 
vernment. 

" One of your predecessors with Timmia and 
Verona did appoint certain streets for the Left 
Hand Caste, and directed how they should act, as 
upon your Consultation does appear ; upon exa- 
mination whereof advantage would accrue to the 
Company, which you luive hithesto omitt«d to do. 

" From your fir«t settlement justice and equity 
have been distributed with an equal hand in your 
place; which has occasioned many to resort to 
you, and to increase in wealth under your protec- 
tion ; but upon this occasion of erecting Stones 
we must have recourse to the customs of the coun- 
try ; this we write to a charitable people who we 
know will observe the same. 

St. Thom6, September »th, 1707. 

" Sunday, 14th. The Armenians, Persians, 
and Patans, perceiving that the Governor and 
Council was not fairly dealt with in this dispute 
between the Castes ; and that the persons who are 
employed and confided in to accommodate it, are of 
the llight Hand Caste, all of whom had been either 
active or passive in raising this difiierence ; and 
knowing we had no other, they came in a body 
of fifty or sixty, and tendered their service. 
When the Governor summoned what of the Coun- 
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cil were to be found, and we acoepited of their ser- 
vice and mediation ; who promised to-morrow ta 
^o some of them to St. Thome, to which place the 
Right Hand Caste have i*etired and sent for seve- 
ral of their heads out of the country, who are come 
to them ; and tbey promised to take with them 
Narrain our Brahmin and MooUa, when they will 
demand of them the reason of their desertion, and 
accommodate matters as well as they can, and as 
soon as possible. 

" Monday, 1 5th. The Governor with the Secre- 
tary being writing a General Letter to the Com- 
pany in the Consultation Room, there came a 
Gusbardar, or messenger, to him from St. Thome, 
who was sent by the Nabob to turn out the old 
Governor there, and put in a new one. He had 
been here two or three times before, and seemed 
to be concerned at the' troubles we had about the 
Castes ; which he said were frequent in the coun- 
try, and sometimes grew to such a pitch that the 
Government found a great deal of trouble and dif- 
ficulty to quell them ; and he said that, by some 
discourse he had had with them, he found them 
very impudent and saucy ; and that tlie source of 
our troubles was not from them in St. Thom^, but 
from our own inhabitants that remained in town, 
who not only gave them directions, but also sent 
them their subsistence. He also added, saying to 
the Governor, you are likewise betrayed by some 
people that sits with you at this Table. So asking 
him by the Linguist what he meant, he answered 
that yesterday, talking with three or four of the 
heads of Castes, they told him that the Second of 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



1707.] HISTOBY OP MADEAS. 69 

Council (Mr. Eraser) was of their side ; and that 
without he was restored to his employ they would 
not return on any terms ; but if he would come 
they would meet him anywhere, and retmn with 
him without insisting on any pardon ; for that 
they were assured he was their friend, and that he 
never consented to what the Governor and Council 
had done in favour of the Left Hand Caste, and 
that he was against putting up the Stones ; which 
belief in them had gained him such a reputation 
amongst the mob, that they went up and down 
the streets in his hearing, crying out " Chinna 
Captain," " Chinna Captain," which implies in 
their language the Second. On wliich the Go- 
vernor asked him (the Gusbardar) whether he had 
heard such discourse more than once from the 
heads of the Caste. He answered three or four 
times, and the mob crying out as before mentioned. 
Upon which the Governor told him that in the 
evening there woiild be several of his people there 
to talk to them, when we desired him to aver what 
he was told before by the heads of the Castes ; to 
which he readily answered he would. This man 
seemed to be a very sober judicious person, a 
stranger in these parts of the country, and could 
have no manner of interest in saying what lie did. 
There was present at this discourse the Secretary 
whom the Governor ordered to take Minutes ; and 
for Linguist was present the MooUa Nan-ain, and 
Paupilia Brahmin ; who all averred that whereas 
they had been several times to St. Thome about this 
business, they had often heard the mob cry out for 
the Chinna Captain. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



70 HISTORY OF MADRAS. U707. 

" Tuesday, 16th. The Governor summoned 
this Council, when he reported to them what dis- 
course he had with the Gusbardar, as entered iu 
a diary note of yesterday, in the presence of the 
Secretary, MooUa, Narrain, and Paupilia Brahmin, 
who all confessed the same. The three latter now 
acquainted us that yesterday in the afternoon they 
accompanied several of the Persians and Armenians 
to St. Thom^, in order to accommodate this dif- 
ference between the Castes ; who were stopped by 
the mob at the Gate, whilst they sent in word to 
their heads for admittance ; where they continued 
near two hours, and no answer but several afi&onts ; 
and whilst there heard the mob cry out, as the 
Gusbardar told us, for the Chinna Captain, and 
who asked Narrain and several of our people why 
he did not come, for nothing could be done to- 
wards their return without him. The heads of the 
Right Hand Caste at St. Thom^ wrote several let- 
ters to those of their Caste remaining here (at 
Madras) ; threatening their lives and being turn- 
ed out of their Caste, if they did not come 
to them. This much intimidated the poor people, 
but those of any substance little regarded it, 
since that we kept so good guards to defend 
them from the threats ; and what is to be ob- 
served and generally believed that all the people 
who have left us are not worth five thousand Pago- 
das. Narrain likewise acquainted us that all the 
heads of the Eight Hand Caste remaining in town, 
met last night and wrote a letter to our inhabi- 
tants of their Caste in St. Thome ; the purport of 
which was to let them knew they were satisfied in 
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all matters relating to their Caste ; and therefore 
whatever ill consequences attend further disputes, 
they cleared themselves of it and laid it wholly at 
their doors. The messenger that carried the letter 
just now arriving was brought in before us, who 
acquainted us that they at St. Thome had returned 
no answer to their Caste in writing, but bid liira 
tell them that they would accept no Cowle than 
what was signed by Mr. Eraser, and that the Stones 
must be brought to St. Thome or put into the 
Pagoda. We were also at this time speaking of a 
report that had run about town for two or three 
days, that the Castes were rose one against the 
other at Fort St. David, where several had been 
killed, amongst which four or five of our soldiers 
and an officer mortally wounded. The Governor 
said he believed it not, though he had heard of it. 
IVIr. Frederick said he had heard it from several, 
but being also told it by his dubash, who said he 
had it told him from Mr. Fraser's dubash, who was 
sent for, when denied it. But the other confronting 
him with naming the time and place, where and 
when he had told it him, caused the Governor to 
give credit to it, and punished him immediately 
for spreading false reports. This was done to 
encourage the Eight Hand Caste, and doubtless 
by order of his master, or some of his accom- 
plices ; whose chief dubash one Fango, a crafty 
profligate villain, is actually now at St. Thome, 
holding with the Bight Hand Caste in all their 
counsels. So hearing all before mentioned in this 
day's consultation, and what passed yesterday 
with the Gusbardar, rivets in us a belief that the 
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Bight Hand Caste has got Mr. Fraser among 
them for their tool, or they durst not have adven- 
tured to have done what they have. So consider- 
ing that if this quarrel between them increases, it 
will be an unspeakable prejudice to the Company, 
and effectual ruin to the place ; and to agree 
to their insolent and saucy demands may in futu- 
rity be attended with the like ill consequences : — 
to prevent all which it is agreed to send for Mr. 
Eraser, when the Governor charged him with 
what before mentioned, and telling him, from 
which we are sufficiently confirmed, that he was 
at the head of this vile and base action, which oc- 
casioned the dispute between the Castes, that no 
less than threatened the destruction of the place. 
To which he answered that it was all a grand 
suppose, and flatly denied all. So being ordered 
to withdraw we considered of the whole matter ; 
when it was unanimously agreed that Mr. Eraser, 
who is now removing out his lodgings in the 
Fort to a house in the town, that he be continued 
therein and confined, without permitting any one 
to come to discourse him, but in the presence of the 
sentinel. The Captain of the Guard was sent for, to 
whom the Governor gave a charge accordingly.** 
" Tuesday, 23rd. The Governor and Council 
having granted a pardon to the Right Hand Caste 
(now at St. Thom^ being at the request of several 
Persians and Armenians, who desired that Doctor 
Lewis and Padre Michael may go with them to 
deliver the pardon and accompany them in their 
return. Accordingly the refractory members of the 
Right Hand Caste came out of St. Thome all to- 
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gether abont nine this morning* But when they 
came near the town, they took disgust at something 
or other, the certainty unknown to us, and returned 
again to St. Thom^ ; the Pariahs surrounded the 
inhabitants and forced them to go with them. So 
Narrain, being in hopes of giving them satisfac^ 
tion, went wiQi them, who they abused in several 
respects and confined ; but was the next day dis^ 
charged upon a threatening letter from the Go- 
vernor that he would fetch him by force.'* 

The pardon which had proved so nearly success- 
fill in bringing the Eight Hand Caste firom St. 
Thome was as follows. 

" A Cowle granted by Thomas Pitt, Esq., Go- 
vernor of Fort St. George, and Comicil to the 
Eight Hand Caste. 

" Whereas you deserted us by reason of our 
giving your streets to the Left Hand Caste, which 
we have again returned to you ; and whereas you 
say we have given a writing to them on that 
account or any other, we say it is forged and 
false, if any such one be produced. Therefore 
you may depend upon this Cowle, and re- 
turn to your duty, and enjoy your ancient 
privileges according to salabad ; giving this before 
the Great God above and Jesus Christ that we will 
righteously perform, and that none shall be pun- 
ished on this account hereafter; Given under our 
hands and the Hon'ble Company's seal in Fort St. 
George, this 22nd of September, 1707." 

T^ failure of this pardon seems to have driven 
Governor Pitt frantic^ if we may judge from the 

10 
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following extraordiuaiy resolution^ which he ar* 
rived at the following day. 

♦* Wednesday, 24th. We finding no likdihood 
of putting an end to these troubles between the 
Castes, for that the insolency of the Pariahs daily 
increases, a particular instance of which we had 
yesterday by their forcing the inhabitants to returOr 
and imprisoning and abusing Narrain. The Go- 
vernor proposed the attacking of^St. Thome the 
26th at break of day (where they are harboured) 
and put as many of them as possible to the sword, 
but no inhabitant of any Caste else ; which was 
unanimously agreed to in Council, and prepara- 
tions immediately made accordingly ; resolving to 
march two hundred and fifty sold&ers, two hundred 
talliars, and two hundred peons, as also eighteen 
hundred peons which the Left Hand Caste have 
raised since the troubles for their security ; and 
the Governor disposed matters to effect the same. 
* * Thursday, 2 5 th . The preparations being made 
for attacking our Pariahs in St. Thom^ to-morrow 
morning, which alarmed several inliabitants, more 
especially Armenians, Moors, etc. who nightly 
importuned us to desist ; for that many ill conse-^ 
quenoes would attend it, and that they were sure- 
we could not effect our ends in cutting off the 
Pariahs, who would certainly fly into the countiy ; 
besides our Pfedda Naik who pressed us to desist 
from our intended enterprise ; saying that the new 
Governor of St. Thom^ would be there to night, 
with whom he was well acquainted, and could 
prevail with him to turn them out of the town, or 
else he would be obliged to bring the Governor 
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twenty or thirty of their heads. 8b considering 
the numerous importunities^ we deferred our design 
two or three days to see whether milder means 
would oblige their return. 

" Wednesday, 1st October. The Governor ac- 
quainted the Council that he observes the new Go- 
vernor of St. Thom^ is weary of our mob, and 
seems to endeavour what he can to persuade them 
to return. Yesterday our people going in hopes 
to have brought them back, they then insisted 
upon signing a paper amongst themselves, and 
that those we sent should join them ; which they 
refused, telling them they could not, do it without 
the Governor's leave ; the purport of which paper 
is that they may have leave to rebel when they 
please ; the translate of it is as follows. 

" All the inhabitants of the Right Hand Caste 
of Chinnapatam have entered into an agreement in 
the presence of the Eight Hand Caste of the 
country, viz. 

" Whereas the Left Hand Caste have broke the salla- 
bacl by erecting Stones in our streets, upon which we 
deserted the place, and are come hither ; since which 
the GovemoT and Council have taken away the Stones, 
and given us their Oowie that all shall be settled and 
go according to sallabad, which we will unanimously 
endeavour to maintain ; and notwithstanding, should 
the Governor act contrary to his Cowlo, or that 
the Left Hand Caste should take upon them more 
than their duty, we jointly agree to stand by one another 
for the saving our credit ; and whoever of us act con- 
trary to which herein mentioned shall be turned out of 
the Caste, and the iniquities shall light upon them as 
befalls such who sacrifices a cow, woman Brahmin and 
their mother before the River Ganges. Dated October 
Ist, 1707." 
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'' go upon our shewing a detestation and abhor- 
rence to give leave to their signing such a paper, 
it was laid aside ; and, as the Governor is credibly 
informed, that that paper, as well as others we 
have received during these troubles from the 
Hight Hand Caste, were drawn up and framed by 
that' notorious miscreant Timapa, a fellow adapted 
to all manner of villany, and always a great favour* 
ite and privy counsellor of Mr. Fraser, and a com-* 
panion of his chief dubash." 

" The heads of the Castes and mob which de- 
serted us, having accepted of our pardon the 22nd 
last month, and still every day starting new de- 
mands, and refuse to return, we unanimously 
agreed this day to send to them our Moolla and 
Brahmin, to demand of them their final answer, 
whether they would return upon our pardon or not, 
and if not to demand it of them. 

** Thursday, 2nd. The Moolla and Brahmin 
returning last night from St. Thomd, acquainted 
us that according to our order they had demanded 
our pardon given our inhabitants that are fled 
there ; who have refused to return it, promising 
that they would come back to-day, but t{iat it was 
not a good day ; but toTmorrow or next day they 
would not fail, if those of their Caste here came to 
meet them. At last, as will be seen by the fol- 
lowing entry, the refractory Bight Hands were 
induced to return. 

"Saturday, ith. This evening about seven 
o'clock the Governor of St. Thom^, being a Gentoo 
and of the same Caste that deserted us, came with 
our people that went hence this morning, and 
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brought back all the deserters. ThiQ heads ap« 
peared before the Governor and were dismissed to 
their habitations, with assurances that their pardon 
should be kept inviolable. 

•' Monday, 6th. Muttombee, the Governor of St. 
Thome, having to all appearance laken a great 
deal of pains to effect the returning of those that 
deserted ; — it is therefore agreed that the following 
present be made him ; the amount of which, in a 
seasonable time, to be paid the Company by the 
Right Hand Caste. 

" Scarlet 1 piece... Aurora, 1 piece... Ordinary Red, 1 

[piece. 
Green 1 piece... Looking Glasses... Swords 4, 
1 Pair Pistols,.... 6 Pair Spectacles. Knives and pen- 
1 piece of Serge. [knives. 

" The deserters or rebels returning the 4th at 
night, who for some time refused to accept our 
pardon, or any proposals but what should be made 
by Mr. Eraser ; for which reasons therein he was 
confiued ; after which they never so much as men*- 
tioned his name, so that none can believe but that 
they moved by his direction ; but being returaed 
again, agreed that his confinement be taken off, 
and he set at liberty ; when the Captain of the 
Guard was sent for, and the Governor acquainted 
him therewith.*' 

A fortnight's quiet passed away, and the storm 
having subsided, we find the following entries. 

** Monday, 20th. The Washermen that desert- 
ed upon the late dispute between their Castes, 
who on their return fr«ely declared that they were 
forced away by the heads of their Caste, who had 
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combined with the BeUjawarr ; besides they com- 
plained of ^eat injustices that they had reoeived 
from the heads of their Caste, and desired they 
may have other four heads ; and they would not 
only pay what the Washers pay, but also sign a 
paper that they would not desert again on any pre- 
tence whatever. Upon which they presented four 
heads of their own choosing, which we approved 
of and tasherift them when the whole body signed 
the paper as agreed on. 

" Tuesday, 21st. The officer at Bridge Gate 
bringing in this morning to the Governor a Cajan 
letter that he found hung upon a post near the 
Gate, which when translated seemed to be from a 
body of the Right Hand Caste ; the purport of 
which was to £sown the villany which had been 
done in the name of their Caste, and charging the 
contrivers of it to be Narrain, Serapa, Timapa, 
Sunka Kama, and Andee Chitty ; upon which we 
sent for the five persons before mentioned, to whom 
our Brahmin read the letter, which as we expect- 
ed they disowned knowing anything of it. So we 
agreed that they five should go to the Pagoda 
with our Brahmin, and there send for the heads of 
all their Castes, to whom they should read the 
letter, and find out if possible the truth and 
author of it. But in the evening the five persons 
with the Brahmin returned, and acquainted the 
Governor that they had all been at the Pagoda, 
where the letter was read to their Caste, who 
disowned they knew anything of it. 

" Wednesday, 32nd. This morning was brought 
in four papers that were fixed on the outside of 
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the bastions of the inward Fort ; the purport of 
which being full of the most opprobioua language 
against the Governor ; charging him to be the 
author of the Cajan letter read yesterday. The 
authors of which are doubtless the five persons, 
Narrain, etc., who we in our consciences believe 
were the sole contrivers of the late rebellion, and 
are not a little nettled in fearing that that villany 
will in a little time be proved upon them. 

** Thursday, 30th. The Governor produces a 
paper in the Gentoo language signed by President 
Baker, Agent Greenhill, and Mr. Gumey, dated 
in the year 1652,* for composing differences 
amongst the Eight and Left Hand Castes ; which 
he had from the latter, and doubtless the other 
had the same ; by which it appears that the Go- 
vernor and Council now acted as they did then ; 
the translate of which is as follows. 

"In Fort St. George belonging to the Right 
Honorable English Company, bdbre the Honora- 
ble President Baker, agent Greenhill, and Mr, 
Gumey, were present Connaree Chitty, and 
Sheshadree Naik, inhabitants of Chinnapatam. 
There having of late been several differences and 
disputes between the Castes about their streets, 
which this day is settled ; and in case it be not 
observed by each Caste in regard to their Wed- 
dings and Burials, the first breaker of it shall for- 
feit a thousand dollars. 

* This reference is worthy of especial notice. It\ 
refers to a period within thirteen years of the founda- f 
tion of Fort St. Geoi^ge, and of which no records are I 
preserved in the Madras Record Office. The earliest /^ 
record in Madras bears date 1670, 
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" The Eight Hand Castes are to reside in the 
particular streets appointed for them, where are 
to live or come none of the Left Hand Caste ; and 
the same with the Left Hand Caste, where aie to 
be none of the Bight Hand Caste. 

" The Great street from before the Fort as far 
as Taggapa Chitty's Garden, and all the streets to 
the westward of that street, are allotted to the 
Eight Hand Caste ; and the Great street from Mr. 
Porter's reaching to Malley Carjun's old Pagoda, 
with the New street (being two streets) are allot- 
ted to the Left Hand Caste. 

'' The Market street opposite to the Choultry as 
£ar as the Conmiittee's shops, is appointed to the 
Eight Hand Caste ; and as far as the Chitties 
shops in the same street to the Left Hand Caste ; 
where either Caste may pass with their Weddings 
or Burials ; and if either of the Castes act contrary 
to this Agreement shall pay (me thousand dollars. 

'' The Pattnawars and Carialwars are to pass 
with their Weddings and Burials from the back 
side of Mr. Porter's house to the middle of the 
Quarter Porter's house, and so to proceed to the 
Portuguese Church ; they may likewise go through 
the Great street. 

" Before the Fort is free for all. 

*< Sheshadi^ Chitty is mediator to each Caste. 
His servants, nor the Company's servants and 
painters, cannot pass these streets. Dated NoTcm- 
ber 6th, 1652. 

" Signed by 
Aaron Baker. Cannaree Chetty. 

Henry GreenhiU. Sheshadree Naik." 

William Gumey. 
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We have thus reproduced in full the more in- 
teresting papers connected with this remarkable 
dispute between the Eight and Left Hands. 
There are however other entries, far too lengihy 
to be extracted here, from which we gather that 
the dispute was aggravated by other circumstances, 
which were not permitted to rise to the surface. 
In the first instance there had undoubtedly been 
a fierce quarrel between the two Hands about the 
streets in which each Hand might celebrate its 
Weddings and Burials. But about this time a com- 
mercial rivalry arose. The Merchants belonging to 
the Right Hand had generally purchased the Com- 
pany's goods exported from England ; but now 
the Merchants of the Left Hand contrived to out- 
bid them. As the Eight Hand was said to be 
favoured by Mr. Fraser, so the Left Hand was 
evidently favoured by Governor Pitt. The viru- 
lence of the hatred between Governor Pitt and 
Mr. Fraser seems to imply something more than a 
mere difference of opinion as regards the mode of 
mediating between the two Hands. That Mr. 
Fraser was the champion of the Right Hand 
is sufficiently proved by what has gone be- 
fore. That Governor Pitt was the champion 
of the Left Hand seems also proved by a Pe- 
tition prest:nted by the Left Hand alter the 
return of their enemies to Madras. We are sor- 
ry that this Petition should be far too long 
to be reproduced in these columns ; but a careful 
perusal of it has strongly impressed us with the 
idea that though it may have been presented by 
he Left Hand it was originally from the pen 

11 
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of Mr. Pitt. It recapitulates at very great length 
the whole history of the disputes, and employs 
exactly the language and style which Mr. Pitt 
would himself have used to clear himself before 
the Court of Directors ; and it contains a petition 
that the Left Hand might be permitted to leave 
Madras peaceably at .the end of six months, and 
seek for employment elsewhere ; and that a notice 
of their intention of doing so might be made pub- 
lic, so that they might have the opportunity of 
paying up every debt they owed before leaving 
the town 1 

In December matters were restored to tranquil- 
lity ; and during the following year a final ar- 
rangement was made between the two Hands for 
removing into separate streets. But the quarrel 
between Governor Pitt and Mr. Fraser con- 
tinued to be as virulent as ever. Mr. Pitt 
drew up eight charges against the latter, with 
which however the reader is generally ac- 
quainted; but we make the following ex- 
tract for the sake of its style. " That it is well 
known by most upon the place, as also by what 
appears upon the Consultation Books, that he 
. (Mr. Fraser) has ever been found a person of a 
factious and turbulent temper ; and though weak 
in contriving, yet industrious in promoting mis- 
chief and confusion ; of a capacity unfit for any 
business or advice ; impatient of peace, and only 
pleased when factions run high ; wherein he has al- 
ways made one to the great prejudice of the Com- 
pany's affairs ; during the time of our presentGover- 
nor always herding and siding with such persons 
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as are under the frowns of the Government let their 
crimes be ever so black ; and at the begmning of 
these troubles it was observed he was very inti- 
mate with his old acquaintance Timapa, a pro- 
fligate and wicked wretch, but a bii'd of the same 
feather, notorious for mischief, and one of the 
chief contrivers of the rebellion." 

Mr. Fraser was promised a copy of the whole 
of the charges, but notwithstanding his repeated 
applications, he could not get one till just before 
the ships were about to sail for England, and then 
it was only signed by the Chief Secretary. Ac- 
cordingly he wrote a short protest couched in tole- 
rably decent terms, but which led to the follow- 
ing entry in the Consultation Book. 

*' Saturday, 6 th December. Fraser this morn- 
ing sending an impudent and saucy paper to the Go- 
vernor and Council, it was agreed that it should 
be delivered to the Marshall to be burned under 
Gallows, which was accordiugly done." 

In our last chapter we recorded the opinion of 
the Court of Directors upon the conduct of Mr. 
Fraser ; and we here extract from the same Ge- 
neral Letter, a copy of their judgment upon the 
quarrel between the two Hands. After some re- 
marks on the investments, the Court wrote as 
follows : 

" This naturally leads us to the many and long 
paragraphs in your letters relating to the differences 
between the Eight and Left Hand Castes ; because 
the heads of them are the men by whom you make 
your investments ; and without entering into a 
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particular detail of the matter, we say iu general, 
that the generality of men in all countries are na- 
turally disposed to be at ease and live peaceably, 
if they have a quiet possession of liberty and pro- 
perty ; and the most turbulent spirits will in a good 
measure lie still unless they have a specious handle 
given them on account of hardships done or 
offered to be done them. Nor does it appear pro- 
bable to us that either of the two Castes would 
have ventured to fly in the face of Government, 
which is or should be power, v.ithout a real or ap- 
prehended great provocation ; nor can we think 
that the Right Hand Caste would have earned 
things to that extremity on the single quarrel of 
the Left Hand Caste making a wedding in their 
own streets. It seems to us that the seeds of dis- 
cord lay deeper, and that things growing ripe for 
a rupture, this handle was taken to begin the 
quarrel and set fire to the fuel that was before 
preparing for it. We should have esteemed it a 
praiseworthy management in our President and 
Councilto have foreseen and prevented this muti- 
nous disposition before it broke out, or at least to 
have quenched it when it first began to flame. 

" Nothing more does better bespeak the ability 
and diligence of Governors than keepini? their sub- 
jects and dependents in quiet ; and they can never 
do that without an impartial administration of jus- 
tice to all under them ; for whether they them- 
selves, or others by their authority or connivance, 
oppress or injure the subject, it comes to all one 
in the upshot ; that is to say, first the people se- 
cretly murmur and complain, then they break out 
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into more open reproaches, and at last into down 
right mutinies and rebellions ; and this seems to 
us to be the true reason why those scurrilous 
papers were fastened upon the Stones set up, and 
afterwards on the walls of the town ; whereas the 
Wise Man's remark will be found to be eternally 
true, " That the Throne can only be established 
in righteousness." 

" It was very surprising to us to read that so 
many of the handicrafts, and other useful hands, 
went away on this quarrel ; and gave us but ordi- 
nary apprehensions of the conduct of the then ad- 
ministration. Surely they were too valuable to 
be parted with without the last extremity. All 
nations and times have agreed in this, that useful 
people are the riches as well as the strength of a 
city or country ; and although we readily agree 
that neither the one or the othey Caste are over 
honest, or will scruple laying hold of any handle 
for their own benefit ; yet it seems plain to us 
there must be something more than ordinary at 
the bottom, that should make the Bight Hand 
Castes go away in general in a body, and the heads 
of them consent to be at the charge of maintain- 
ing the handicrafts people at St. Thome. 

" On the whole matter we heartily recopmmen 
to you all to endeavour in your stations to reventd 
such like quarrels in future ; and to that ned to 
take care the established ancient privileges of both 
Castes be preserved to them, and the like to all 
other the inhabitants ; and that all of them have the 
free possession of their liberty and property ; that 
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justice be administered equally and impartially, 
and no real cause given of discontent ; and then 
if you find any makebatea that would be putting 
the people in a ferment, make them public ex- 
amples as their faults deserve, and remember in 
such cases " too much pity spoils a city." 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

GOVERNORSHIP OP MR. THOMAS PITT- 
1708—9. 

The Governorship of Mr. Pitt, which extended 
over the unusually long period of eleven years, 
was suddenly brought to a close in 1709. The 
later years of his government are distinguished 
by events which emphatically belong to the his- 
tory of the British rule in India. Hitherto the 
English Governors had only carried on their com- 
mimications with the Nabobs in their neighbour- 
hood, but circumstances now brought them into 
more inunediate communication with the Great 
Mogul. During the later years of the reign of 
Aurungzebe the Governor of Madras had been 
brought into conununication with the Grand Vizier 
Assad Khan, and with his son ZulEkar Khan. After 
the death of Aurungzebe, circumstances, as we 
shall presently see, brought Mr. Pitt into direct 
communication with the new Emperor himself. 
Shah Aulum, known in Mahomedan history under 
the title of Bahadur Shah, 

Before however noticing these events, we lay 
before our readers the following extracts illus- 
trative of the internal state of Madras. The first 
is a copy of agreement between the Eight and Left 
Hand Castes, dated 14th January, 1708, which 
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appears to have settled for awhile the dispute be- 
tween the two. 

"Whereas there has lately been diffei*ences in the 
Streets between both parties occasioned by a wedding 
going in procession in the Pedda Naik's Pettah ; and it 
being brought before your Honour, who ordered us to 
chose out twelve Heads of each Caste to meet in the 
Gentoo Pagoda, and make matters up, and then report 
what done to your Honour. (Names of the twelve Heads 
of each Caste omitted). These twenty-four agreed and 
confirmed as follows. 

" The Left Hand Caste co-habiting in several streets 
that belong to the Bight Hand in the Pedda Naik's Pet- 
tah, so that they cannot safely make their weddings ; 
therefore from this day all the Left Hand that live in 
the Pedda Naik's Pettah, shall have the following 
streets to live and make their weddings, viz. Eastward 
of Eccombre Sheraloo Pagoda, as you go in the back 
side comer street of Vencata Namapa's stone Choultry, 
and go from that place along the Southward Street as 
far as the well before Gulla Annitches house, where be- 
sides the South Street there is another North Street as 
you come from Brahmin Appelia's Garden which joins 
to the Well ; and from the well westward as far as 
Dubash Kuggaua's house ; thence as you go northward 
of Nautowary Pillary Pagoda as far as Mr. Empson^s 
Garden ; in which streets the Left Hand Castes shall 
live and make their weddings. But if the aforesaid 
streets are not enough to hold them all, some of those 
houses that lie to the westward which belong to the 
Right Hand, we will supply them with ; and in case 
those are not enough too, we will find some houses out 
either of the east, north, or south ; and Eccombre 
Sheraloo's Pagoda, and Vencata Namapa's Choultry, 
shall belong to both Castes. And the Left Hand shall 
carry their dead towards the westward of Bangana 
Rama's Garden Street. Those of the Right Hand that 
were living in the abovesnir 1 .streets shall now change with 
the Left Hand that did inJmbit the Right Hand street, 
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and henceforwai'd live there. Both parties having thus 
agreed, we shall keep our Customs and wreddings in our 
own streets. The Left Hand shall not buy those gar- 
dens to the westward of the street that fronts Mr. Emp- 
son's garden, without the owner's consent, nor shaU the 
Right Hand "build any houses there. If any of the 
Castes act contrary to this agreement, shall be fined 
twelve thousand Pagodas to the Hon'ble Company, and 
receive punishment according to the custom of their 
Caste. To this we both agree and confirm. All the 
eastward from Nautowarry Pillary Pagoda shall belong 
to the Right Hand : all the westward to the . Left 
Hand."* 

The following curious account of the knaveries 
of the Madras boatmen, and the strong measures 
taken in consequence, will be found very illustra- 
tive of the character of the times. 

" Tuesday, 20th. The; Governor this morning 
summoned this Council to acquaint them, that just 
then the Pedda Naik informed him that he dis- 
covered a villainy in the Boatmen, in opening the 
Company's bales sent on board the Duchess ; 
which he hearing of in the night immediately 
secured the head Boatmen and two Peons, at the 
watching places by the sea side, on whom he found 
two pieces of middling longcloth. The Governor 
immediately sent for the Conicopoly of the GodotVn 
to enquire what peons were sent off in the boats, 
that day they loaded fifteen boats ; which to his 
great sm-prise he told him no Peons at aU ; though 
often at the Council Board he ordered that no 
goods of the Company's should go off or come 

* This agreement was recapitulated and confirmed on 
the 23rd June, 1708. 

12 
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ashore without Peons in the boats ; and the same 
he had often ordered the Conicopoly when with 
him, and twice or thrice tlirashed liim himself when 
that he found he neglected it.* 

'* The Chief of the boatmen were before us 
when the Pedda Naik charged them with the 
knowledge of this villainy, and brought one of their 
servants to their face to prove it ; who did not 
only do that, but sent some of his people witJi 
their servant to one of the Chiefs houses, and 
found four pieces of Bettelees buried underground. 
Upon which orders were given to apprehend all 
the Boatmea that were ashore, and those that 
were gone off in boats when they returned ; and 
as soon as the Governor was informed of it, and 
knowing four boats were gone off this morning 
with bales, he sent for Captain Eaymond, whom 
he desired to wiite to his Mate to search the four 
boats as soon as come on board, to see whether 
they had not played the same tricks with those 
bales. When some of those boats off returned 
near the surf, their associates in this villany made 
them some private sign, so that they returned 
again as far as the Paddy boats, and there consult* 
ed one another ; from which we apprehended they 
would run away to the northward or southward. 
So presently sent two boats with the Vizagapa- 
tam boatmen with soldier* to prevent it ; which 
as soon as they cjiscovered, ten boats run away 

* We wonder what would be said now if a Governor 
of Madras gravely recorded in the Consultation Book, 
that he had more than once thrashed a Conicopoly with 
his own hand for neglect of duty. 
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to the southward ; upon which the Governor 
ordered the Gunner to fire shot from the 
Battery and sink them if possible ; several of 
which fell very near, but had not the good luck 
to do execution! ; and the ship observing it sent 
their Pinnace, who cut off the flight of four and 
brought them back, but the other six got to St. 
Thome, whither the Government sent Peons with 
our Brahmin to secure them as they came ashore 
and bring them hitherto ; which, if the Governor 
refused, to charge them with them ; both which 
they (the St. Thome authorities) refused ; upon 
which it was thought fit to fetch them with a 
Company of soldiers ; but upon consideration, we 
then heard the Nabob was at Conjeveram and 
expected every day at St. Thome, we desisted, be- 
lieving the consequence would be embroiling the 
Company's affiiirs for the present. Upon which 
it was agreed to write the Nabob a letter, and 
another to the Governor of St. Thome, who is 
now at Poonamallee ; and if we have not imme- 
diate redress, then to apply ourselves to other 
courses to procure it. 

" Wednesday, 21^t. This morning the Go- 
vernor severely punished all the sea side Peons, 
and we ordered the two Peons that were taken 
with the pieces of cloth to be whipped round the 
town, and to-morrow morning to be put in the 
Pillory with ears nailed thereto, and at twelve 
o'clock at noon to be cut off. 

" Though we are apprehensive that these vil- 

t From this and other allusions, Governor Pitt doei 
not seem to have been very fond of the native*. 
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lains have stole out of the bales on board the 
Duchess to a great amonnt, and thai we eannot 
come at the certainty without unloading the ship, 
which will not only augment the demurrage, but 
lose so much time as may endanger her passage. 
Upon which consideration we have resolved to dis- 
patch the ship, and to take an obligation from the 
Warehouse and Sea gate Concopolies, sea side 
Peons, and Boatmen, to pay what shall be found 
wanting when opened in the Company's Ware- 
houses in England." 

The following little piece of borsedealing on the 
part of Governor Pitt, appears to be rather a 
doubtful transaction. The Nabob was at tliis time 
at St. Thome. 

*' Tuesday, 16th February. Tlie Nabob being 
very pressing for a Persia horse of the Governor's 
for which he has been often ofl'ered 450 Pagodas ; 
but the Nabob being willing to give no more than 
400, it is agreed the Company allows the 50 
Pagodas." 

Mr. Pitt*s quarrels were about this time very 
much on the increase. Mr. Frederick, member of 
Council, incurred his wrath,- from the following 
circumstance. Captain Seaton had been cashiered 
for marching his troops over some cloths. Mr. Pitt 
subsequently nominated a Mi*. Roach to the vacant 
commission. Mr. Frederick, who had married a 
daughter-in-law of Captain Seaton, objected to the 
appointment on the ground that Mr. Roach had 
been in France without leave, and was subject to 
certain penalties. Thereupon Mr. Pitt made a 
rather warm entry in the consultation book, in 
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which he upheld the character of Mr. Roach, and 
thus commented on the objection of Mr. Frederick. 
" We cannot but think it a severe reflection on us, 
the Governor and Council here, that we should 
not be thought by Mr. Frederick to be better 
judges of those matters than himself ; and that he 
should be the only person amongst us that is fit 
to judge of men and their capacity, when it is no- 
toriously known by all in this place, that profound 
ignorance and pride are his only qualifications." 

We have now to narrate the progress of events 
which brought ^f r. Pitt into more immediate com- 
munication with the Great Mogul. Aurungzebe 
expired in the camp at Ahmednuggar on the 21st 
of February, 1707. He left behind him three 
sons, viz. Moazzim, better known as Shah 
Aulum, who was Governor of Cabul ; Azim Shah, 
who was Subahdar of Guzerat ; and Kam Buksh, 
who was Governor of Bijapoor. By his will he 
recommended that Shah Aulum should be recog- 
nised as Emperor, but that he and Azim Shah 
should divide the empire ; Shah Aulum taking the 
northern and eastern provinces, with Delhi for his 
capital ; and Azim Shah taking all the country to 
the south and south-west, including all the Dekkan 
excepting Golconda and Bijapoor. These last 
mentioned kingdoms were assigned to Kam Buksh. 
The decease of Aurungzebe was followed by a 
war between his sons. The moment the second 
son Azim Shah heard the news of his father's 
death, he had hurried to the camp at Ahmednuggar, 
and was immediately proclaimed Emperor of all 
India in perfect disregard to the will of Auruog- 
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zebe. Meantime Shah Aulum had assumed the 
imperial crown at Cabul. Azim Shah marched 
against him, and a bloody battle ensued in the 
neighbourhood of Agra, in which Azim was 
slain.* 

Shah Aulum was now joined by Zulfikar Khan, 
and Assad Khan ; both of whom, as we have seen, 
are frequently mentioned in the records connected 
with the later years of Aurungzebe ; Zulfikar Khan 
as conmiander-in-chief of the army against the 
Mahrattas, and as predecessor of Dawood Khan 
in the Nabobship of the Camatic ; and Assad 
Khan, as father of Zulfikar Khan, and Grand Vizier 
of Aurungzebe. Anothercontest still remained. Kara 
Buksh was not contented mth Golconda and Bija- 
poor, but aspired after the imperial throne. Shah 
Aulum attempted to win him over by concessions 
but in vain. At last Shah Aulum marched an anny 
into the Dekkan to oppose him. After a consi- 
derable delay a battle took place near Hyderabad 
in February, 1709,1 at which Kam Buksh was 
mortally wounded. 

In 1708, when Shah Aulum was anticipating a 
conflict with his younger brother Kam Buksh in the 

* Elphinst one dates this battle in June 1707. 

t Elphinstone says the battle took place in February 
1708, but it must have taken place in January 1709, 
or rather in January 1708-9. The exact date we are 
enabled to give from the records. It is very probable 
that the previous date of the defeat of Azim Shah, is 
fixed a year too early ; and indeed Mr. Elphinstone ap- 
pears from the records to have confounded the old and 
new styles. In the present publication we have invari- 
ably given the new style for the sake of clearness. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1708-9] HISTORY OF MADEAS. 95 

Dekkan, the Steward of his liousehold dispatched a 
letter to the Governor of Fort St. George, " pro- 
fessing great kindness and tendering his service iu 
any affair." The reason for tliis advance is obvi- 
ous. Kam Buksh was then in command of the 
Dekkan, and the continued allegiance of the Eng- 
lish might prove of importance to Shall Aulum. 
Governor Pitt determined to take every advantage 
of the crisis to secure a better understanding with 
the Mogul's Government. Accordingly he wrote 
an answer to the Eoyal Steward, requesting that 
Shah Aulum would be pleased to confirm the privi- 
leges granted the English by his father Aurungzebe. 
The progress of affairs can now be best explained 
by the following extracts from the Consultations. 

"Saturday, 31st July, 1708. This evening at 
four o'clock the Governor summoned the Council, 
and most of the Company's servants, with the 
chiefest of the European inhabitants, to accom- 
pany him to the garden, where he was met by all 
the Armenians, Persians, Moguls, Patans, and 
Head Merchant Gentoo inhabitants of this place, 
there to receive a Husbulhookum from King Shah 
Aulum to the Government here, procured by Zoo- 
dee Khan, Lord High Steward of said King's 
household, ;vhich was received with all ceremonies 
usual on such an occasion, by firing of great gims, 
etc. 

" Saturday, 7th August. The purport of the 
Husbulhookum from Shah Aulum seems to invite . 
us to make our addresses to the King for a confir- 
mation of our privileges ; which opportunity we re- 
solving to take hold of, believing we shall accom- 
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plish it for a much less to the Company, than if 
we defer it till the contests between the brothers 
are over ; wherefore it is agreed that the Governor 
draws out a petition to the King, a letter to the 
Grand Vizier, and another to Zoodee Khan, and 
lay them before the Council for their advice therein. 

" Zoodee Khan's Lady (by whose Husband's 
means the Husbulhookum was sent us) living still 
at St. Thome, to whom it is agi-eed to send a pre- 
sent of Persia fruit, rosewater, etc. and some filla- 
gree work of Manilla, with a piece of Persia cloth 
of gold, all to the value of J 20 or 130 Pagodas, 
or thereabouts." 

The Husbulliookum was said to be from Khan 
Khanan Bahadur the Grand Vizier ; but the real 
Vizier at this time was Monaim Khan. Khan 
Khanan merely signifies " Khan of Khans." 

" From Khan Khanan, Bahadur Zephir Jung, 
Grand Vizier. 

" The Governor of Chinnapatanam may depend 
upon his Majesty's Koyal Favour. 

" The good and faithful services you have done 
his Majesty's subjects has been represented to 
him by some of his Chief Ministers of State, 
upon whose recommendation of your merits, 
a mark of his favour to you, he has order- 
ed this Hosbulhookum to be seift you to certify 
the same ; not doubting but your deportment will 
continue to be such as to increase in fame and 
reputation ; and according as you observe this 
Husbulhookum you may expect further marks of 
his Majesty's grace and countenance. Dated June 
1st. Keceived July 31st, 1708. 
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" Friday, 13th August. The Governor laya 
before the Council this day for their opinion and 
advice, a Petition he had drawn up to King Shah 
Aulum, a Letter to the Grand Yizier, a letter to 
Zulfikar Khan, and another to Zoodee Khan ; 
which were all read, and agreed to be put in the 
Persian language, and to be dbpatched with all 
expedition, that so they may arrive before the King 
comes to Golconda." 

Petition to the King Bhah Aulum. 

** God grant the great King Shah Aulum may 
live for ever, is the hearty Prayers of the Governor 
of Chinnapatam, and of all the EngHsh Nation in 
your Majesty's Dominion, who have been here lately 
blessed with your Majesty's most Gracious and 
Boyal Husbulhookum ; and for your Majesty's 
commands therein, they shall always be kept as 
sacred as they were in the time of your Majesty's 
Boyal Predecessors, who were pleased to bestow 
their Boyal favours on us in granting us several 
Privileges to encourage us in our trade ; for a con- 
firmation of which we humbly Petition your Ma- 
jesty to grant us your royal Pirmaun, with what 
addition^ favours your Migesty in your Boyal 
Wisdom shall think fit ; which we shall not only 
record in our books but in our hearts also ; and 
as in duty bound shdl ever pray for your Ma- 
jesty's long and prosperous reign, and that you 
may be always so victorious as to lay your feet 
on the neck of your enemies." 

** To bis Highness Khan Khanan, Bahawdee 
Zephir Jung Grand Vizier. 

** Your Highnesses noble qualifications and 

13 
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virtues being known to all the world, which in- 
crease by your daily giving instances of your jus- 
tice and mercy, and particularly your favours and 
protection which you so liberally bestow on all 
strangers in your King's dominions ; of which we 
here have a late instance in receiving the blessing 
of his Majesty's royal Hosbulhookum ; which we 
must attribute to your Highness' s favour and great 
care of us ; for which we return our most hum- 
ble thanks ; and humbly request that as we now 
send our Petition to the great King Shah Aulum, 
humbly desiring his royal Firmaun for a confirmation 
of our privileges according to Sallabad throughout 
his dominions ; that your Highness would be pleas- 
ed to countenance and assist us in procuring the 
same ; for which you shall not only find us grateful 
but dutiful ; and shall always pray for your High- 
ness's health and prosperity, and for ever to be 
blessed with the favour of your great king/' 

" To Zulfikar Khan, etc. 

" The many obligations we lie under to your 
Highness are never to be forgotten, being rivetted 
in our memories as well as recorded in our books ; 
which we should have often acknow ledged, but 
prevented by the great distance and troubles of 
the country ; yet nevertheless we never failed to 
enquire after your Highness's health, which God 
continue. 

** Your Highness is well acquainted with the 
privileges our nation enjoyed in the reign of 
the great Aurungzebe of blessed memory ; 
which we are endeavouring to get confirmed 
by a royal Firmaun from the great King Shah 
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Allium ; that we and our trade may go on in 
all parts according to Sallabad ; to effect which 
we humbly petition that your Highness will con- 
tinue your constant favours to us in speaking in our 
behalves as an opportunity presents, for which we 
shall be always grateful, and pray for your High- 
ness's health and prosperity." 

" To his Excellency Zoodee Khan Lord High 
Steward of the King's Household. 

" It is your noble and generous mind that have 
drawn this trouble of our application to you ; and 
as I wrote you in my last Letter, which T delivered 
Aga Makeem, I now send our humble Petition to 
the King, and Address to the Grand Vizier ; copies 
of which I here enclose to Your Excellency ; hum- 
bly requesting that you will favour us with the 
management thereof. 

^' We are not ignorant of what should accom- 
pany such Petitions and Addresses ; but the ha^ 
zards anjl troubles in the way prevent us from per- 
forming that part at present ; in which I humbly 
desire your Excellency's advice and direction as to 
what would be acceptable to his Majesty, the Grand 
Vizier, and such others where you think it is 
necessary ; and we shall endeavour to procure it 
if possible. 

'* Your Excellency will see that we desire a 
Firmaun to confirm our privileges according to 
Sallabad in all his dominions ; unless his Majesty 
shall, out of his Eoyal bounty, bestow some new 
favours on us. Your Excellency cannot but know 
that Miliapore (St. Thome) is a troublesome neigh- 
bourhood to us, creating always disputes and quar- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



100 HISTORY OF MADRAS. Ii7<»-fli 

rels, of little advantage to the king nor will it ever 
be more ; which could we obtain, and the town of 
Trivatore on the other side of us, it would make 
us easy, and increase the riches of the king's 
country. 

" And whereas the goods we import are general- 
ly carried to the capital cities of Golconda and 
Bijapoor, etc., which trade we should much increase 
if there was no custom paid upon them between 
this place and those cities ; and that the Mettas 
about us, which of late years have been increased 
to the plague and ruin of trade, were laid aside ; 
which only find employs for some little people, 
who destroy trade by their vexation and extortion, 
and in the main very much lessen the King's re- 
venue. 

'* And we humbly desire that yon wo\ild get it 
inserted in a Firmaun, that whenever we are so 
unfortunate as to lose any ship in any part of his 
Majesty's domimons,we shallhave the liberty to pre- 
serve what we can of the wreck, without any mo- 
lestation from the Government ; which is not only 
practised throughout the world, but the inhabitants 
are generally commanded to assist therein. For 
it is a great hardship that, after the great risk that 
our people have run of their lives, they shall not 
be at liberty to save what thev can of their estates. 
We must own with great thankfulness that this 
justice have been granted us by former pur- 
wannas from Khan Bahadur and the present Nabob ; 
but as it has been formerly disputed it may again, 
which nothing but the King's gracious grant can 
prevent. 
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'' We extremely want the King^s blessing and 
favours to give new life to our trade ; for since 
your Excellency went hence this place has lost 
nearly three lakhs of Pagodas by misfortunes and 
most by pirates ; so that it is become poor ; and 
nothing can contribute to the retrieving our losses 
but God's blessing, the King's favour, and Your 
Excellency's continuance in assisting of us. 

** Here are ships in a few days that will depart 
for Pegu, when we shall write the King what you 
advised in your former letter, that an Ambassador 
was coming to him. Khan Bahadur always showed 
himself a friend to our nation ; whose favours we 
cannot but retain with great thankfulness ; so have 
wrote him a letter which comes herewith, and a 
copy of it for your Excellency ; we leave it to your 
pleasure whether it shall be delivered him. 

" If please God we are so fortunate as to be 
blessed with the King's favour, as to obtain his 
Eoyal Firmaun, we humbly entreat Your Excellen- 
cy to appoint some able person to see it so fully 
penned as that it may not admit of any dispute 
from Nabob's and Governors, where the same is 
to be executed. Our dependance is entirely on 
Your Excellency's friendship, for which we shall be 
always full of our acknowledgments, and heartily 
wish Your Excellency and all your family health 
and prosperity." 

The following extracts will explain themselves. 

" Thursday, 19th August. There having come 
some people belonc^ing to Zoodee Khan, our great 
friend at the King's Court, to acquaint the 
Grovemor that his Lady at St. Thom^ extremely 
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wanted money for her charges ; not being able to 
get bills upon her husband, nor could he remit 
any, by reason of the great troubles in the way ; 
so desired of the Governor to lend 500 Pagodas 
for his account ; who answered them that it was the 
Company's positive orders to lend none of their 
money to any people whatever ; nor that their 
Governors nor any in their service should lend 
any money to any in the country Govenmient, 
upon the penalty of being discarded their service ; 
but considering our dependence to procure a 
Firmaun is upon the friendship of the aforesaid 
Lady's husband, the Government acquaints the 
Council that he promised to procure a merchant 
to lend that money, if Aga Makeem, a merchant 
of this place^ would give his bond for it, which he 
had done for 500 Pagodas to be repaid in four 
months without interest ; which bond being now 
produced, it was agreed that the 500 Pagodas be 
on the Company's account and repaid the Govern- 
ment out of the cash ; being a thing absolutely 
necessary at this time, though not to be drawn 
into a precedent for the future." 

The following entries are in the Consultations 
of the same day ; and' are worth preserving 
though they do not illustrate the current history. 

" The Company having a sorrel Persian horse 
good for little, and there being some people about 
to buy him, it is agreed the Governor sells hi m 
for what he can get." 

" We having lately more thefts and robberies 
committed in this city than usual, and finding 
they daily increase, to prevent which it is agreed 
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that all persona as soon as convicted shall be 
punished by being whipt at a cart through all the 
streets in Black Town, and afterwards lie in prison 
till an opportunity presents to send them to the 
"West Coast, where they are to be the Company's 
slaves for ninety-nine years ; and this order to be 
published by setting it up on every Gate of the 
Black town. 

" The Governor being advised from Pegu that 
a Conicopoly, one Ansapal, that went hence on 
one of the ships hither, had the impudence to 
counterfeit a letter to the king of that country, as 
if it came from the Governor here, and with it 
sent a present ; for which he had an advantage- 
ous return in Elephants as usual ; so to prevent 
the pernicious consequences which attend such 
vile practices, the Governor seized him as soon as 
he returned, and put him in prison, and intended 
to have punished him severely ; but having been 
there a Factor for several Merchants of this place, 
to whom he had not yet rendered any account, 
an4 it is thought he never would if he is disgraced 
by a punishment ; it is therefore agreed that he 
be fined for his crime 200 Pagodas, to be paid into 
the Company's cash, and give security he never 
more goes to Pegu." 

In September this year, the Government of Fort 
St. George was informed that the Nabob was 
about to proceed to join the King Shah Aulum at 
Golconda, and accordingly a member of Council 
and the Secretary were sent to him with a present 
of about 200 Pagodas. In return the Nabob pre- 
sented the Company with a Perwanna for the ^\e 
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following towns, the names of which are spelt as 
follows. 

" Trivetore town itself. 
VaBftlawada under Perumbore. 
Santunganda under Trivetore. 
Lungumbaca ( ? Nungumbaukum) under Egmore. 
Cutteewauca under Trivetore." 

These Towns were valued at fifteen hundred 
Pagodas. Subsequently the King's Officers at St. 
Thom^ raised a clamour against this present of the 
Eang's towns, and declared that their real value 
was as much as three thousand Pagodas ; upon 
which the Nabob ordered the King's books to be 
searched, and the real value to be laid before him. 
From the following entry it will be seen that the 
dispute was hushed up in the Oriental fashion : — 
*' It is agreed that our Moolla and Brahmin return 
again to St. Thom^ with about two hundred Pago- 
das, which is ordered to be distributed amongst the 
King's Officers who keep the Eecords in order to 
settle this matter." 

The next extract is also interesting. 

" Saturday, 16th October. We having large ex- 
perience that it is impossible for us to manage the 
income of villages, so as not to be imposed upon, 
and lose at least half the produce ; to prevent 
which it is agreed this day to let or to rent 
the five villages, lately given the Company by 
the Nabob, for twelve years to Colloway and 
Yinketty Chetties, at 1200 Pagodas per annum, 
to commence from this day; who are obliged 
to repair all tanks belonging thereto, which have 
been let run to ruin, as customary, by those who 
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have been lately tke renters c^ them ; and the 
Secretary is ordered to draw out a lease for them." 

Towards the end of the year another Husbul* 
hookum arrived from the King Shah Anlnm, witii 
answers penned in the usual oriental style from 
the Boyal Officers to the letters sent them by 
Governor Pitt. It would be wearisome in the 
extreme to reproduce these compositions here. In 
retnm Governor Pitt engaged to forward the neces- 
sary presents to the King Shah Aulum and his 
principal Officers ; and sent numerous fulsome 
letters to the various Ministers of State, all of 
which are recorded at full length in the Consulta- 
tion. The following extracts from a letter to the 
Eoyal Steward will sufficiently illustrate the tone 
of the whole. 

" To Zoodee Khan, Lord High Steward of the 
King Shah Aulum's household, January 5th, 1709. 

*' By your fedthful Chobdar Cossae, by whom 
Your Excellency sent the Boyal Hu^ulhookum, 
and Vest, and Purwannas, I now send this hum- 
ble address, which doubtless you expected sooner, 
and had been sent but for the two foUowin$c 
reasons. Your Excellency enjoining secresy, I 
was obliged to oommit the translating of them to 
some particular friends, which took up fourteen 
days. When fully apprised of the purport thereof^ 
I could not but be surprised at your unparalleled 
expressions of friendship and invaluable honours 
you have done us ; which so confounded my 
thoughts for some days that I almost de^aired of 
being able to acknowledge them by my pen or 
otherwise ; but then considering what a generous 

14 
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friend I had met witk, who had beeiv so lavish of 
his favours to one who had as little power as 
merit to oblige you ; I could no longer refrain from 
blessing my stars, who were so propitious to me 
as to give me the honour of your first acquain- 
tance ; which I esteem the happiest fate that has 
attended me through the whole course of my life ; 
which I shall ever remember, and that posterity 
may do the same, I humbly request that when 
you come to Golconda you will honour me 
with sending me your pictiure ; which I will send 
to England and have copied by the most exr 
quisite limner in the world, and order it to 
be sent me hither ; beside I will erect your effigy 
finely cut in marble, with such an inscription 
on it that the world may know the author of 
our happiness in these parts Your Ex- 
cellency writer that there must be presents for all 
the princes and some of the great men. If you 
mean .such as are suitable to their birth and quali- 
ty, it is impossible for us to purchase them with 
our Company's estate ; who you know are mer- 
chants who run great risk to get a little, and who 
often meet with los» instead of gain. We hope a? 
the presents we intend are suitable to our circum- 
stances, that they will meet with a gracious ac« 
ceptance from the great king and princes ; which 
puts us in mind of what we read in history that 
upon many persons mi^ng very rich presents to 
a king, there happened a poor man to come with a 
drop of water, which was acceptable as any of their 
presents, being according to lus ability." 

Shortly afterwards the following Firmaun ar- 
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rived from King Sbah Aulum, by which it will be 
seen distinctly that the conflict with Kam Buksh 
was the cause of such demonstrations of friendship. 

" Let the chosen of his Caste and Nation, the 
Governor of Chinnapatam, know that he may be in 
hopes of the King's favour. Seeing that ELam 
Buksh doth purpose to fly from the powerful arms 
of our victorious army ; for that reason the com- 
mand of the sovereign of the world, worthy of all 
submission and obedience is due, is issued forth ; 
that m ease be, Kam Buksh, sliould eome wander- 
ing, not knowing where to go, into those parts, 
and desire to embark himself on some ship in order 
to get away ; that the chosen of his nation shall 
use his mtmost endeavours to procure that he be 
either killed or made a prisoner ; and to effect 
this let him know that the command from the 
Eoyal Throne is strict in the stdetest manner. 
Written the 17th of the moon Kamazan the Bless- 
ed in the seeond year of the King's Keign," 

I« reply Governor Pitt's promised obedience in 
general terms, but on the 18th January, 1709, 
intelligence was brought to Madras that Shah 
Aulum had obtaifned a complete victory over his 
brother, and that Kam Buksh had died of the 
wounds he had received during the battle. 
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CHAPTEK XXIIL 

GOVEENOESHIPS OF PITT, ADDISON, MONTAGXJB 
AND FEA8£E. 

1709—10. 

The period upon whick we are now about to 
enter will be interesting to all who are fond of 
hifltorieal ooinddenoes. The rapid succession of 
Governors, in the years 1709, 1710, and 1711, 
bears a cnrions resemblance to the similar changes 
which took place in 1859, 1860, and 1861 after 
the euct interval of a century and a half. Within 
two years Fort St. George saw five successive 
Governors, viz» Mr. Pitt, Mr. Addison, Mr. Monta- 
gue, Mr. Fraser, and Mr. Harrison ; and now 
within the last two years of our histoiy we have 
seen the same event repeated in the rapid succes- 
sion of Lord Harris, Sir Charles Trevelyan, Mr. 
Morehead^ Sir Heaxy Ward, and Sir William 
Penison. 

In the middle of the year 1709, Mr. Pitt's go- 
vernment was fast drawing to a close ; but 
though it is apparent from the records that he 
had some suspicions of the probability of his being 
lecalled, yet he evidently had no idea of the sud- 
den way in which the recall would be carried out. 
Before however noticing this event, we make the 
following curious extracts which seem to have 
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some reference to the great Pitt diamond to 
which allusion has already been made. 

" Wednesday, 3rd August, 1709. The Go- 
Temor this day acquaint^ the Council, that he 
haviiig lately heard of some villainous and scanda* 
lous reflections that had been made upon him by 
the late Lieutenant Seaton, who he yesterday sent 
for from the Mount, and examined thereon ; who 
with his usual impudence averred to him the most 
notorious falsities that ever could be thought or im^ 
figined. Upon which he (the Governor) said, he 
l^d confined him, Seaton, to the Ensign's room ; 
and he desired that he might be sent for up, and 
examined thereto. Which accordingly was done, 
and when he came into the Consultation Eoom 
before us, without first hearing what the Governor 
had to charge him with, and the reasons of his con- 
finement,-- he immediately addressed himself to the 
Council, saying, ** I am come here to accuse the 
Governor for buying a great diamond to the Com- 
pany's prejudice." When the Governor answered 
and told Inm, " we would discourse of that by 
and by ;" and demanded of him whether he had 
said, that he had leeeived of Paupia to make him 
Chief Dubash, five hundred Pagodas; and that 
Bamapa oSered seven hundred to be continued, 
which was refused. This he acknowledged 
to have said, but being conmianded to prove 
the same, he answered he had it from a 
black fellow, but could not remember who 
he was. Aft«* which the two Dubashes before 
mentioned declared they never gave the Governor 
a Pagoda, or that ever he asked or hinted to them 
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of any such thing ; end to this they took the most 
solemnest oath in the Pagoda. Then the Grover- 
nor demanded what he knew of his buying a 
diamond. He answered in general terms, that he 
knew every particular of it ; when he was com- 
manded to acquaint the Council with it, which he 
said he would then do, knowing that there would 
be a change of Government this month, and there- 
fore for what this Governor said to him did not 
signify a farthing, with many such insolent and 
vfiainous expressions. He further said that to his 
knowledge the Governor was betrayed by all the 
Black servants about him ; insomuch that h^ knew 
every thing that was done and said, nay as much 
as in his Counting house ; and to give an instance 
thereof, said, that the great diamond he had 
bought was entered in his books folio 64. He 
further told us that one Eogers, who went hence 
in October last for Bombay, had carried papers 
along with him, signed by Black people, that 
would do the Governor's business; which Sir 
Nicholas Wait had got translated and carried home 
with him. 

" The Governor also acquainted the Council that 
he had very good reason to suspect that this Seaton 
was turned Informer to the Government, and held 
a correspondence with them, tod promised in a 
few days to prove the same ; in expectation of 
which, and what the Governor charged him with, 
and he confessed before us, — we now unanimously 
confirm his confinement till other means can be 
considered of ; and for what discourse passed be- 
tween the Governor and him yesterday in the Con- 
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saltation Boom after his coming from the Mount, 
is as entered as follows, the truth, of which we 
shall always be ready to justify by oath or other- 
wise." 

Q)py of what passed between the Governor and 
Lieutenant Seaton in the Consultation Boom on 
the day before. 

** This evening being the 2nd of August about 
five o'clock, I discoursed Captain Seaton in tlie 
Consultation Eoom, when charged him with his 
having said that I had 500 Pagodas given me to 
make Paupia Chief Dubash ; wMch he owned, and 
he told me that I was betrayed in whatever I did 
or spoke by all my servants about me ; and that 
I had not a friend upon the place, whatever I 
thought. 

" Then I asked how he durst presume to talk 
up and down of what I bought or sold, and how 
it was possible for him to know anything of it ; to 
which he answered that he had so good intelli- 
gence that there was not the least thing said 
or done by me, but tliat he knew ; and to 
convince me desired leave to ask me some ques- 
tions, which I permitted him to do and were as 
follows. " Whether Mr. Roberts did not write to 
me, requesting that he might be concerned in a great 
diamond T had bought ?*' Answered : " False." 
•• Whether a person did not come and wish me 
joy of its being sold for 600,000 dollars ?" False. 
" Whether two persons did not come from the 
Dekkan to demand a great diamond, and that I 
gave one of them at coming eleven rupees, and the 
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other at going away, a hundred and fifty." All 
false, only that one man came. Upon which I told 
him that I found him (Seaton) a villain ; and as 
I found him endeavouring to betray me, doubt- 
less he would do the same to the Government ; so 
ordered the Captain of the Guard to confine him 
to the Ensign's room, none to come to him but 
the Council. 

"Thursday, 11th August. It is unanimously 
agreed that Lieutenant Seaton be confined till the 
first ship goes for England, and on her to be sent 
home a prisoner to the Company." 

In the following month Governor Pitt was 
suddenly recalled, as will be seen by the foDowing 
entry. 

" Sunday, 18th September. Yesterday evening 
appeared a ship to the northward of this Port, 
and about nine at night came ashore Captain 
Tolson, who acquainted the Governor that he 
was commander of the Ship " Heathcote" come 
directly from England ; and that he had brought 
the Company's packet which he produced direct- 
ed as follows : — 

«« To THE Hon'blb Gulstonb Addison, Presi- 
dent, Messrs. Eraser, Montague, Martin, 
Eaworth, Frederick, Hunt, Bulkley, and 
Jennings, Fort St. George." 
And withal told him there was great alterations 
here, and that he was dismissed the service ; there- 
fore pressed that the Council might be immediately 
called. The Governor told him that it was impos- 
sible to be done, not only from the lateness of the 
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night, but that several of them were at the Mount ; 
so desired the Captain to strictly observe in what 
condition he delivered the packet, and be here to- 
morrow morning at eight o'clock, against when 
the Council should be summoned, that so he might 
see it in the like condition he delivered it. This 
morning accordingly all the late Council met, 
when the Governor refused to sun-ender the Govern- 
ment by virtue of the superscription on the packet, 
but demanded a supercedent to his Commission, by 
virtue of which he had been Governor of this 
place upwards of eleven years. So after some 
hesitation the packet was opened, wherein there 
was a Commission which superceded his. He also 
demanded the reading of the General Letter, 
which was refused him ; but in the packet there 
being a Letter from the Managers to him, wherein 
it was fully expressed his dismission from their 
service, the constituting Gulstone Addison, Esquii-e 
in his room, so he immediately read the cash and 
tendered the balance thereof ; but the new Gover- 
nor desired the payment for that time be deferred, 
for that he was very much indisposed. So the 
Governor just as he left the Chair, challeuged 
the whole Board, or any upon the place, to charge 
him with an unjust action during the whole time 
of his Government, or that he had ever refused a 
kindness to any one that asked it, and that it lay 
in his power ; or that ever he acted arbitrary in 
any one matter, notwithstanding some villains of 
this place have had the impudence to represent 
liim otherwise ; so rose out of the chair and 
placed the new Governor in it." 

15 
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The recall of Mr. Pitt, at the moment he had 
succeeded in establishing friendly relations between 
the Company and the court at Delhi, proved any- 
thing but advantageous to the English ; and the 
Directors on more than one occasion had cause to 
regret their precipitancy, and quoted the govern- 
ment of Mr. Pitt as an example to his less politic 
itnd less energetic successors. The following ex- 
tract from a general letter of this period will alone 
warrant this inference. 

" We read with pleasure that when Messrs. 
Raworth and Davenport visited the Nabob at St. 
Thomd with a present of two hundred pagodas, 
he gave you for us the grants of five towns adjoin- 
ing to ours, worth about fifteen hundred pagodas 
a year, which you are now in possession of ; and 
that you preserve a good understanding with the 
government, notwithstanding some little jangling. 
This we take to be the effect of your good conduct 
and President Pitt's interest with the great men ; 
and shall be glad you, our present President and 
Council, will follow in the same steps, which is 
now so much the easier because the path is ready 
trodden.** 

The administration of Mr. Gulston Addison, 
who was brother to the greatest of English essay- 
ists, did not extend over a month. On the Sun- 
day morning that he succeeded to the government, 
he was too much indisposed to receive the balance 
of the cash from Mr. Pitt ; and his signature is 
wanting to the proceedings. On the Monday he 
made his appearance and stated that he had 
" laboured under most severe pains, which almost 
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rendered his limbs in a manner useless to him \^ 
and the trembling signature which appears in the 
consultation book seems to indicate that he was 
still suffering from the attack. He only attended 
live consultations afterwards ; and at the last one 
to which his signature is appended, he signed the 
instructions to the Captain of the " Heathcote" to 
receive Mr. Pitt on board, and to treat him with 
all the respect due to an ex-Governor during the 
voyage to England. Mr. Addison died at noon 
on Monday, the 17th of October, 1709. The 
event is interesting from its connection with the 
fortunes of his more celebrated brother. "Whilst 
Gulston had been toiling away in the Company's 
service at Fort St. George, the fame and fortune 
of Joseph had been rapidly rising in England. 
Literature in those days was on a different footing 
to what it is now. The Battle of Blenheim in 
1704, had been celebrated with a chorus of such 
wretched poems, that the government had actually 
routed out Joseph Addison from his little garret 
in the Haymarket, to write " The Campaign." The 
poem met with vast applause, and the subsequent 
promotion of its author was rapid. In 1708 he 
was chief secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland on two thousand a year, and keeper 
of the Irish records on four hundred a year. 
About the very time that Gulston died, Joseph 
furnished his first contribution to the Tatler. But 
shortly afterwards the Whigs went out and Joseph 
lost his chief secretarysliip. This was unfortunate 
as he had deemed it expedient to fall in love with 
the dowager Countess of Warwick ; a lady of ma- 
ture charms, who considered Mr. Addison as the 
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cliief secretary and Mr. Addison as the mere lite- 
rary man, to be two totally distinct individuals. 
Accordingly though she had smiled on the secretary 
she now frowned upon the author. It was at this 
juncture that Joseph inherited his brother's for- 
tune, and the inheritance seems to have won back 
the heart of Chloe. In due time the pair were 
married ; but poor Gulston's wealth had better 
have been left at Fort St. George. Henceforth, 
as the story goes, Mr. Joseph Addison was far 
happier over a bottle of claret at a tavern, than in 
the company of his magnificent countess dowager 
at Holland House. 

But to return to Madras. The succession to 
the Governorship belonged to Mr. William Eraser, 
the enemy of Pitt and Higginson ; but as Eraser 
was at that time Deputy Governor of Fort St. 
David, Mr. Edward Montague took the post of 
provisional governor until his return. The ad- 
ministration of Mr. Montague only lasted a fort- 
night, and was distinguished by only one incident 
worthy of notice. The government had at last re- 
solved to send Captain Seaton to England on board 
the " Heathcote." The Captain however refused 
to leave his house, and the Governor was obliged 
to send Ensign Dixon with a file of soldiers to 
carry him on board. What transpired is best de- 
scribed in Ensign Dixon's own narrative of the 
proceedings, addressed to the Governor and Coun- 
cil on the 25th of October, 1709, which was 
follows : — 

" Honourable Sirs, 

According to orders, I carried your prisoner 
Captain Seaton alongside of the Ship " Heath-: 
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cote," and laying there some time I found no 
person appear to hand us a rope or any to assist 
us. Then I went on board and delivered your 
Honor's and Council's order to Captain Tolson, 
desiring him to receive the prisoner. 1 informed 
him that the said prisoner was carried from the 
Sea Gate, and that he refused to come on board, 
unless he were hoisted in. Captain Tolson replied 
that all his passengers came on board willingly, and 
would not hoist him in, nor suffer anybody else 
to do it, nor would he overhale the least tackle in 
his ship ; and that he would not suffer any 
gentleman lying alongside of his ship to be forced 
on board or ill used. Captain Tolson asked the 
prisoner, if he would come on board, which the 
said prisoner refused. Then the prisoner demand- 
ed of Captain Tolson, whether he had any further 
commands for him. Captain Tolson answered no. 
1 waited for a note, but at last he told me I might 
go, for he would give none." Subsequently Cap- 
tain Seaton appears to have left the Presidency of 
his own accord. 

On the 2nd of November the new Governor, 
Mr. Eraser, reached Madras from Fort St. David ; 
the members of Council and other English Gentle- 
men, together with the chief inhabitants of the 
place, going out as far as St. Thomas' little Mount 
to receive him. The next day a council was held, 
as will be seen by the following extract. 

" Thursday, 3rd November, 1709. The Coun- 
cil being duly summoned met in Consultation, and 
having taken their places, the President, rising up 
from the chair, exhorted the Gentlemen of the 
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Council to forget and forgive whatever hitherto 
had gtven cause and occasion to the difference that 
had formerly happened amongst .them ; and that 
all such piques might for ever he buried in obtivion, 
and that they might henceforward agree amongst 
themselves, in the Unity of Love and firm Friend- 
ship, with all reciprocal respect to each other ; 
in testimony of which they were desired to shake 
liands all of them ; which was accordingly done 
with all promises of sincerity to the performance 
of the promises." 

The Governorship of Mr. Fraser lasted little 
inore than eighteen months, being brought to a 
conclusion on the 11th of July, 1711, when Mr. 
Harrison came out as President of Fort St. 
George. The records connected with the ad- 
ministration of both Mr. Fraser and his successor 
are much occupied with two or three discussions 
which it is impossible to treat in detail. In the 
first place there was an interminable correspon- 
dence with Zoodee Khan, concerning the present 
intended for the Court at Delhi, and which was 
detained for years on its way. It seems that Go- 
vernor Pitt had intended to forward it to the King 
whilst the latter was staying at Golconda after the 
victory over Prince Kham Buksh ; but part only 
was sent by sea to Masulipatam, and there got no 
farther ; the King having by that time been called 
back to Delhi and the North-west in consequence 
of the rising of the Sikhs. 

Many consultations were held, not only with 
the members of Council, but with also the chief 
merchants and inhabitants of the place, as to how 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



ITW-IO.] HISTORY OF MADRAS. 119 

the present was to be conveyed. To send it over- 
land to Delhi was declared to be a Herculean 
labour, the imperial city " being little less than 
2000 miles off," which would occasion " an im- 
mense charge to the Company." Subsequently it 
was determined to send the portion that was at 
Masulipatam to the Subah at Golconda, there 
to remain until the King's pleasure could be 
known ; whilst the remaining portion was to be 
sent on to Bengal, thence to be forwarded to 
Delhi. Very many months however after this de- 
cision was recorded, we still find Zoodee Khan 
applying for the present, and the Governor of 
Fort St. George sending every kind of excuse and 
apology for the delay. 

Another subject of endless correspondence be- 
tween the Governor and the Nabob of the sur- 
rounding country, was the five new villages which 
had been granted to the Company by the Nabob 
Dawood Khan. Notwithstanding the present to 
Dawood Khan, and the judicious bribe administered 
to the keepers of the records, the Mogul govern- 
ment determined to recall the villages, on the 
ground that they belonged to a jaghire which had 
been granted to Zulfikar Khan, now styled Khan 
Bahadur. There were also troubles both at Vizaga- 
patam, and Fort St. David ; but these subjects will 
be sufficiently explained as we proceed. We shall 
now produce our extracts in chronological order. 

The first refers to a severe storm which broke 
out about a fortnight after Mr. Fraser's accession, 
and is thus described in the consultation book. 

"Saturday, 19th November .1709. Saturday 
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in the evening, it rained very much, and about 8 
at night began to thunder and lighten, which was 
very violent (for about an hour), by which the 
Flag Staff was rent and shattered from the top to 
the ground. Some pieces flew near 600 feet, and 
thousands of small pieces strewed the curtains and 
other places. A large iron hoop was burst from 
the mast, and flew near 200 feet, and two holes 
struck through the truck as though it had been 
with a shot. 

" The Company's house at the Garden was 
likewise damaged at the Southernmost end, one 
leaf of a window being shattered to pieces and 
one side of the Frame much rent ; the door pierced 
through in several places, and the upper part of 
the Frame much scorched, whereby it was render- 
ed unserviceable. The wall was pierced through 
in two places ; one hole just above the Terrace, 
being about 5 inches diameter ; and the other, 
which went beneath the beams that bear up the 
Terrace, was about 7 inches diameter, and the 
beam next the wall was likewise pierced through 
in two places, and all this with little or no wind.'* 

We may here add that the reason of 1709-10 
proved in other respects a remarkable one. The 
monsoon rains returned in January with considera- 
ble violence, a circumstance which we believe is of 
veiy rare occurrence on the Coast of Coromandel. 

The next extract will be interesting to our 
Armenian readers, for notwithstanding the com* 
plaints recorded against one of their community, 
the following story plainly indicates that the Anueni- 
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ans had gained considerable wealth and were aiming 
at independent power. 

" Thursday, 13th January, 1710. Lewis Meli- 
que, an inhabitant of this place, presents a petition 
setting forth the abuses and insolencies of Cojah 
Saffur, an Armenian, also an inhabitant here, who 
hath for some years past lived at St. Thomas* 
Great Mount, where he hath impudently assumed 
a power to himself, as if he was Havildar there ; 
insomuch that in a controversy between the said 
Lewis Melique and Antonio Soares about a piece 
of ground, the said Saffur concerned himself so 
far, though not belonging to him, that he threaten- 
ed to beat the said Lewis Melique, and send him 
a prisoner to the Cat wall of St. Thome ; which 
he bad certainly done, had not the said Lewis 
Melique made his escape. 

" On which the Governor sent for the said 
Saffur yesterday, who appeared before us this day, 
and the matter being put close to him did stiiHy 
deny every thing, notwithstanding the evidence 
that was brought against him ; and it being well 
known that the said Saffur has been an insolent 
troublesome fellow to all the English in general, 
who have resorted to the Moimt for their health ; 
of which there has been several instances, too many 
to be enumerated here. 

" And that there is cause to believe, that the said 
Cojab Saffur, with others of his nation, intend to 
associate atid form themselves into a Factory at 
the Mount, and make St. Thome their port, as ap* 
pears by their having in the late Governor Pitt's 
time bought and built several houses there, which 

16 
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they 'ought not to have done without leave of the 
Governor and Council ; and that they intended to 
build a Gate at the end of the lane to stop up all 
avenues, and prevent all others having any entrance 
there but themselves ; to prevent which growing 
evil, it is thought expedient to pull up their inso- 
lent weed of yi humour by the root. 

" Agreed and ordered that the said Cojah Saffur 
be confined to the Fort,^ until he give security of 
Pagodas 5000, for his forthcoming and good be- 
haviour for the future ; for which none of his own 
nation would engage fot him, and therefore wa» 
committed." 

The following entry illustrates the war between 
Great Britain and France which had extended to 
the Bay of Bengal. The false intelligence by 
which Governor Fraser {»'oposed to deceive the 
French will be found creditable to that gentle- 
man's invention. It will be seen that Mr. Mon- 
tague, the late provisional governor of Fort St. 
George, was now Deputy Governor of Fort St. 
David ; and that he and his Council were anxious 
to dispatch the ship " Somers" to Europe, but were 
afraid to do so whibt the French ships were at 
Pondicherry. Accordingly the design of Governor 
Fras^ was to induce the Fr^ch ships to leave 
Pondicherry, so as to leave the eoast dear for the 
♦^ Somers." 

"Tuesday, '3 Ist January ^ This morning re- 
edved a general )ett» from the Deputy Governor 
and Council at Fort St. David, dated 28th in- 
stant, and the President found matter enough 
contained therein to summon the Council to meet 
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immediately. They, at Fort Si. David, advise the 
Ship " Somers" to have ^een &dl laden that day. 
They likewise advise of ihax great fears and ap« 
prehensions they have «f the St Halo's ships at 
Pondicherry, of their having some ill design in 
agitation against the *' Somers.'* For which 
reason they think it not adviseaUe to despatch 
her though Ml laden, and tho^lore do earnestly 
desire our orders and directions in that matter. 

" The President propounding to the €ouncil what 
they thought might be the best ways and 
means to foe used to prev^ the " Somers^' 
being in danger of the French. Upon the whole wc 
-come to this Allowing resolution, that a letter should 
be devised as from Bengal, advising the great 
troubles the English were in there, b^ reason of 
the country Government stopping their goods 
from coming down the river ; which occasioned a 
warm skirmish, in which « great many Moors were 
killed and some English ; and that the Council 
there thought the Company's affairs in great dan- 
ger, and forthwith denred our utmost assistance. 
As also to wiite the Deputy Governor and Coun- 
cil (and send them ^xfpy of said devised letter) for 
to send for Captain Peacock and endeavour to 
«gree with him on further time according to a New 
Charter party, that he might be unladen and sent 
to Bengal ; with the intent that the same might 
be indufitriously diffused and spread abroad, in 
hopes it night occasion the French Ships depar- 
ture the sooner thence, who had lain full laden 
for some days. It was also agreed, we should 
wnte our joint letter to Deputy Governor Mon- 
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tague, Mr. Kaworth, and Captain Peacodc to unra- 
vel and explain to them the mystery of our g:eneral 
letter to the Deputy •Governor and Council, and 
that it was only feigned with a design in hopes, it 
might hasten the despatch of the French." 

By subsequent entries we learn that this device 
proved unnecessary, but it nevertheless received 
the warm approved at the Court of Directors. 

The following petition will explain itself. 

" To the Honorable William Fraser, Esq. etc. 

" The petition of the Ministers and Churchwar- 
dens of the Parish of St. Mary's in Fort St. 
George. 

" Humbly representeth. 

That whereas the monuments of the dead, and 
the ground where they are interred are held by 
most people in some measure sacred, and not light- 
ly applied to any common or profane use, yet it is 
our misfortune that the English burying place in 
Fort St. George (where so many of our relations, 
friends and acquaintants lie buried) is not kept in 
that deCvCnt and due manner it ought to be, but 
every day profaned and applied to the most vile 
and undecent uses ; for since the year 1701, when 
an old building that stood in the burying place 
(and in which the Buffaloes used to be shut up) 
was taken down to build lodgings for the soldiers 
at the Gate adjoining, the Tombs have been 
made use of for stables for the Buffaloes ; which is 
not only a thing very undecent, but also a very 
great damage to those buildings, by having so 
many stakes drove into the pavement and with 
the walls to fasten the Buffaloes to. 
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*' Another occasion of our complaint on this 
subject is the Cocoa-nut trees standing in the bury- 
ing place ; the profit arising from them, we know 
is inconsiderable, but the nuisance accruing to the 
place thereby, we are sure is very great. For the 
Toddy men nave people employed there all the day 
and almost all the night in drawing and selling of 
Toddy, so that we are obliged on their account to 
keep the Gates always open, both by day and by 
night. And there about eight o'clock at night 
after work is done, is such a resort of basket 
makers, Scavengers, people that look after the 
Buifaloes, and other Parriars, to drink Toddy, that 
dl the Punch houses in Madras have not half the 
. noise in them ; and by reason of the gates lying 
open, beggars and other vagabonds (who know 
not where to go) make use of the tombs to lie in, 
and what unclean uses the neighbours thereabout 
do make of that place we forbear to tell. We 
hope, what is here urged, together with the reflec- 
tion it must cast on our Church and nation to 
have so little regard to the repositories of our dead, 
when all other nations who live among us have so 
just a regard to theirs, will prevail with your 
Honor &c. to take this matter into your considera- 
tion, and to find out some method to redress these 
abuses. And your petitioners as in duty bound 
shall &c. 

George Lewis.) ,,• • ^ 

EOBERT JONES.f ^*«*^^^^*- 

Edward Barkham. 7 r-z i -nr j^ » 
FEANCI8 Cooke. j '^''""'^ ^«"'«"- 
Fort St. Georoe, ) 
February \Uh 1710.J 
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We are glad to inform our readers that the 
matter was taken up by GovemoV Fraser, and the 
profanation removed. The Bev. George Lewis, 
who has signed his name to the above petition, 
appears to have been an active Chaplain, and we 
shall have occasion to ' mention him in a future 
issue in eoimection with some JMissionary proceed* 
ings. 

The following letter from Zoodee Khan to the 
Governor of Fort Saint George, is not only in- 
teresting as illustotive of the new relations which 
at this time began to spring up between the 
Mogul's government and the English, but it seems 
to indicate the commencement of a new com- 
mercial policy on the part of Shah Aulum. 

" From Zoodee Khan, Ameny and Phoujdar of 
Hooghly and other seaports under the Subah of 
Bengal, as also of Orissa, Masulipatam, Feddi- 
polle, Chinnapatam, St. Thom^, Pulicat, Chicacole, 
&c., under the Subah of Golcondah, received May 
16th 1710. 

" I lately wrote your Honor by your peons that 
the King had granted me the above mentioned 
Ameny and Fhoujdaiiship, and therefore 1 have ap- 
pointed Mirza Mahomud Zaman, son-in-law of 
Aloudabeeg, and Mahomed Salaubeeg, Deputies 
under me for Masulipatam and Peddepolle and my 
friend Aga Mookeem, Deputy at Chinnapatam, 
St. Thom^, Pulicat and Chicacole, and have sent 
them their commissions with a copy of mine at- 
tested by the Codjee afc Court. 

*' As there is a great friendship between us, and 
you have often informed me that it was your opi- 
nion that if all the seaports under the King's 
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dominions were under the Admiral (as a Company) 
he might settle the sea affairs, destroy the pirates, 
enrich the seaports and encourage the sea Mer- 
chants to come and depart, which will increase 
their profit ; and you desired me to use my ut- , 
most endeavours to obtain this ; which I have 
done i and on account of our friendship have under- 
taken this great business myself, and if it hap- 
pens otherwise, the discredit will be the same to 
us both. Tor I have no other hopes than the 
safety of all subjects, the security of ships and 
merchants going or coming by sea, extirpation of 
pirates and the enrichment of the King's sea- 
ports. So youi' honor must use your endeavours 
in this matter likewise, and advise all your Gom- 
astas and merchants every where to trade freely, 
without suspicion of any danger, and augment 
their trade. 

** T want your advice if you think it proper to 
send some of the King's ships to bring Elephants 
from the other coast." 

" The King has ordered me to build a Port at 
Bjjlasore and enrich, your Factory." ^ 

•* After I arrive at Hooghly I will observe how 
affairs are managed and advice your honor." 

" And now I must desire you to think of means, 
how things may best be carried on for the King's 
advantage and your Company's ; that so all per- 
sons may live happy and serve their Maker. For I 
have neglected otlier business, and undertaken this 
on your account, in hopes to get a great name by 
it ; and within 5, 6, or 12 months' time, if it is 
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your request that I should take in the other sea 
ports, as also Surat, I can procure it; and we 
must endeavour to promote both our fames. For 
if we agree we can conquer the whole world, and 
clear the seas of all dangers for the merchants. 

" As to the present, I have wrote you lately to 
send it to Bengal, according to the king's order, 
which be sure you do. For it is very necessary 
that you send a present, and when I come to 
Hooghly, I will advise you of all other matters ; 
and you should send a Vakeel to be with me ; 
which if you approve of, you may send such a one 
as Cojah Hamud, or Surapa, or write your people 
at Calcutta \o seud one. For I shall want him 
on several occasions. I heartily vrish you all 
health and prosperity." 

We are sorry to add that this arrangement 
proved to be only a temporary one, and that after 
a few months the seaports on the coast of Coro- 
mandel were again placed under the ordinary 
jurisdiction of the Subah of Golcouda. 

We now return to the subject of the five new 
villages whifch had been obtained by Governor 
Pitt. It must here be remarked that the purwan- 
na for the out towns had been received from the 
Nabob Dawood Khan, and subsequently confirm- 
ed. The Nabob had also given to the Company 
a piece of ground of about forty acres at the 
Mount, in order that a house with a garden at- 
tached, might be built there as a sanatarium for 
the Company's servants. In April 1710 the 
Nabob recalled the villages, and ordered them 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



1700-10.3 HISTO&Y OP UADBAS. 129 

to be delivered to Zulfikar Khan's* officers, on 
the gronnd that they belonged to his Jaghire. 
About the same time Dawood Khan was 
himself recalled to Delhi, in consequence pro- 
bably of the rise of the Sikhs. The Govern- 
ment of Fcnrt St. George suspected that the Nabob 
had been persuaded to this action by Yearellappa, 
the Manager of Poonamallee, otherwise the Kenter 
of the country surrounding the English dominions ; 
and for a long time they deferred giving them iip. 
In May the same year, a letter arrived from Dewan 
Sadatulla Khan at Arcot, who is described as the 
new Nabob, demanding not only the five villages 
recently granted, but also the three old towns of 
Egmore, Tandore and Pursewaukum, which had 
been granted some years previously by the Nabob 
Zulfikar Khan. The following letter from President 
Eraser to the Dewan Sadattulla Khan, puts the 
whole matter in a clear light. 

*' To Dewan Sadatulla Khan, Health.* 

Fort^St. George, May%UJi, 1710; 
** About some three days ago a servant of yours by 
name Muzzadeen brought me a letter, said to be 
from you, which I gave my Brahmin to be trans- 
lated, at which I desired your servant to go and 
rest himself after his journey, until I had given an- 
swer to said letter ; when he insolently and very 
pertly, as void of all manners and respect, insisted 
on the delivering up the villages. Else he would 
carry back your letter ; which he did. I told him 

* We continue the old name to prevent confusion ; but 
henceforth Zulfikar Khan is styled Khan Bahadur in the 
records. 

17 
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my business was not with him but with his mas- 
ter yourself. 

" But, supposing the purport of said letter was 
to demand back the new villages, because they be- 
long to Zulfikar Khan's Jaghire, which may be 
true. But you cannot but at the same time 
know that my noble great friend, the late Dawood 
Khan, gave an equivident ont of his own Jaghire to 
the great Zulfikar Khan which makes that matter 
even, and thus far I am in the right ; and you 
likewise know that I gave away more than those 
villages brought in, so that the English here 
lived in all friendly tranquility with the late 
Nabob, until Yeavellapa, that plague of the poor 
and Cockatrice of all venom, when at Cudapa, 
never let the Nabob be quiet till he had gained 
his point to revoke the several former as well 
as late Ferwannas, which confirmed those villages 
to our Company. So that one Perwanna is not 
su$cient to take away the force and power of 
Sill our former grants under the Nabob's signature 
and great chop ; by whict you would make 
the promise, faith, and truth of a great man 
of no more value than that of an ordinary man ; 
which is a great derogation to the honor of a great 
personage. 

" Yeavellappa deals treacherously with Madras, 
a place he is so much beholden to, where he stores 
up so much paddy and grain to await a scarce and 
dear season to increase the misery of the poor ; 
and borrows large sums of money at the same 
time to enable him to pay his rent at the time 
due, else he must have been necessitated to sell 
at the market price which would be cheap. 
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" As for the four old villages, they were granted 
and confirmed to us about twenty years ago by 
the then Prince Khan Buksh, the great Assad 
Khan, and the then Zulfikar Khan, now Khan 
Bahadur, under their several and respective larger 
seals. 

" My friendly council and advice to you is that 
you would consider and value the English as 
being the king's fiiend and in his favour, as may 
appear by his Eoyal HosbuUhookum from the 
throne to my late predecessor ; and that you 
would keep the king's peace, by not committing 
any manner of hostility. I hope you will do 
nothing misbecoming, so wise a man as yourself, 
in so great a post and place of trust ; and then 
you and I may come to have a better understand- 
ing at least till I hear from the Great Zulfikar 
Khan to whom I am now going to write, and 
have his answer ; till when I shall be awake I 
need say no more." 

About the same time Governor Fraser wrote 
another letter to Zulfikar Khan reminding him 
that the old villages had been granted to the 
English in consequence of the services render- 
ed to the army of Aurungzebe by President Yale 
during the siege of Ginjee, and that the grant in 
question had been signed by his Zulfikar Khan's 
father, namely Assad Khan, the grand vizier. The 
remonstrance however was of no avail. Zulfikar 
Khan merely sent a short purwanna ordering 
that the villages granted by the Nabob Dawood 
Khan out ofhisjaghire should be delivered up 
to the Manager of the Poonamallee district. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

GOYEKNORSHIP OF MK. WILLIAM FRASEK. 

1710—11. 

The administration of Mr. "William Eraser was 
short and unhappy. It only lasted from Novem- 
ber 1709 to July 1711, and was distinguished by 
circumstances which excited much animadversion 
from the Directors or Managers at home. It was 
through Mr. Eraser's intrigues and inveterate op- 
position, that Mr. Nathaniel Higginson had re- 
signed and Mr. Thomas Pitt had been recalled ; 
and now that he had obtained what appeared to 
be the object of his ambition, disorders arose at the 
Presidency and out-stations ; and whilst quarrels 
broke out between the subordinate chiefs and the 
country authorities, the accounts were neglected, 
the consultation books were badly kept, and the 
advantages obtained by Mr. Pitt as regarded the 
eut-vilkges were wholly lost, and the latter were re- 
tained for a while by the Eenter of Poonamallee. 

In the first place we must notice the troubles 
at Yizagapatam, which had their origin in circum- 
stances that took place twelve years previously, but 
which reached a climax during the Governorship 
of Mr. Eraser. It seems that about the year 1698, 
two neighbouring Kajahs, Ananterauz and Pycrow, 
had borrowed large sums of money from Mr. Hol- 
combe,. the Deputy Governor of Yizagapatam. 
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Mr. Holcombe had been induced to enter into 
these transactions by a Brahmin named Juggapa, 
who had been largely bribed by the Rajahs to exert 
his influence in this direction. Unfortunately Mr. 
Holcombe had not lent his own money, but had 
borrowed for the pui-pose 44,000 pagodas of 
Fuckerla Khan, Nabob of Calinga. Seven years 
elapsed, but Mr. Holcombe had only repaid 37,500 
pagodas, leaving a balance of 6,500 pagodas of the 
principal ; and thus the debt due to the Nabob, 
inclusive of arrears of interest, amounted to some 
sixty or seventy thousand rupees. The following 
letter, written to Mr. Holcombe by Fuckerla Khan 
as far back as 1705, exhibits the then state of 
affairs. 

" From Fuckerla Khan to TVIr. Holcombe chief 
at Vizagapatam dated the 10th May 1705. 

" You wrote me that you have received Pagodas 
44000 principal of me. 

" An account of what paid. 
To a merchant upon my bill and order for 
a Jewel I bought of him E.s. 16,000 is Pagodas... 4600 

Sent me to Vellore 28000 

To a bill payable to Govindaus and Veresedaus 4100 
To Sundry bilk amounting to 800 

The total amount of what paid is... 37, 500 
The balance is Pagodas 6500 

Together is... 44000 

** It is true you have receipts under my seal for 
all the above mentioned accounts, excepting the 
balance 6,500 Pagodas out of the principal money 
lent, which amounts to Es. 23,000. 
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" Other people in the world allow 3 or 2 J per 
cent., but you gave me a bond allowing me but 
one per cent ( ? per mensem) ; notwithstanding that 
being pretty tolerable interest, I agreed to it, and 
now it is above six or seven years past ; for which 
time there is due to me 60 or 70 thousand rupees 
with principal and interest. Likewise 10 or 15 
thousand rupees more or less, which together 
amounts to a hundred thousand rupees. 

" I have showed a great esteem for you, and 
had that confidence in you as to intrust my estate 
into your hands. Therefore I am satisfied that no 
person of any other religion would have dealt so 
uncivilly and unrespectfully by me as you have 
acted. Likewise now you unreasonably defer the 
payment in telling me you will discharge the debt 
as soon as you receive money, and at my anival in 
your place ; but in the meantime you have traded 
with the money, and make at least 25 or 50 per 
cent, profit. Besides is it proper or handsome you 
should occasion me so much trouble in perpetually 
writing to you, and sending my people up and 
down, who always return without satisfactory an- 
swer ? My money is like bread as hard as iron, so 
not easily digested. Perhaps you may imagine I 
cannot come to your place, so intend to wrong me 
of my money. But if I live I will certainly come 
into that part within the space of 4, 6, or 12 
months, if I meet with any convenient opportunity; 
and then how can you hope or expect to have my 
favour, having rendered yourself so unjust and un- 
civil. Perhaps you may intend to give me the 
slip, and go for Madras or some other sea port 
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town ; but go where you will, you are still in king 
Aurungzebe's country. So I can procure order- 
sent by the Gusbadars to the Subah of that couns 
try, and seize upon your house and goods, and 
therewith clear my money or debt. Then after- 
wards take no further notice of you, which you will 
not digest, or well approve of. For according to 
any law I can demand my money, and* will have 
it by fair means or foul. Therefore fear God and 
consider I must have my money. So draw bills 
upon Masulipatam, or else you shall repent it as 
long as you live. I write you this, as likewise I 
wrote you before by Phauntee Mahomed, which pray 
peruse and consider well of it. You must not think 
I only threaten you. * For God knows, I am very 
impatient so expect a full and satisfactory answer ; 
or else you shall find I will send orders with Gus- 
badars to Meida Khan and will wait no longer." 

Shortly after this Mr. Holcombe died without 
paying the remainder of the debt ; and Fuckerla 
Khan claimed the amount from the Company, as 
Mr. Holcombe had actually affixed the Company's 
seal to the obligation. The question was still 
unsettled when Mr. Fraser succeeded to the Go- 
vernorship of Fort St. George. Meantime there 
had been a competition between Fuckerla Khan 
and another chief named Habib Khan for the 
Nabobship ; and the successor to Mr. Holcombe 
had been imprudent enough to acknowledge the 
latter, and thus to increase the exasperation of 
Fuckerla Khan. The following extracts from the 
consultation books shortly after Mr. Fraser's ac- 
cession will exhibit the progress of affairs. 

" Monday, 27th March 1710. From the 
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cluef and Council at Vizagapatam dated the 2nd 
and 7th instant, advising the great troubles they 
have had with Fuckerla Khan, by their having 
been so closely besieged by his people stopping up 
all avenues of their bounds. For remedy of which 
they advise us that they resolved to make pro- 
posals to accommodate matters in a friendly way 
• with him, intending him a present of 5000 rupees 
in Europe goods ; in order to which they sent a 
Portuguese Padre and aDubash, in hopes thereby 
to appease him, or obtain his patience for some 
days. But he refused their offer, and sent back 
the messengers in a very angry manner, and wrote 
the chief that he must immediately pay the money 
(due from Mr. Holcombe), or leave the place or 
prepare to fight." 

"Tuesday, 15th August. General letter from 
the Chief and Council at Vizagapatam read : 
wherein we observe that their troubles are rather 
suspended than any way accommodated, by Pucker- 
la Khan's being gone up to the Dasheroon s countiy 
to adjust accounts, and agi-ee with Habib Khan 
for the Government of those countries ; and they 
still continue to ui-ge their arguments for the Com, 
pany's paying that debt of Mr. Holcombe s. They 
advised that they have supplied Habib Khan 
with ten candy of country gunpowder and five 
candy of lead, and that the said Nabob desires a 
further supply of thirty candy of powder and. 
twenty of lead, which they desire may be sent 

them down." ^ . ^ i 

" Monday, Hth December. Eeceived general 

letter from the Deputy Governor an^ Council at 

Vizagapatam assuring us that they had sent 
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the Moollalx and a Brahmin to Fuckerla Khan's 
camp, to have a sight of the seal affixed to 
Mr. Holoombe's obligation. But after wait- 
ing for some days they returned with an- 
swer that Fuckerla Khan was enraged to the 
last degree, and would not hear any more propo- 
. sals about his money without prompt payment, 
but was coming himself within a day or two with 
guns, ammunition &c. to besiege their town ; and 
had placed guards on the roads to prevent their 
sending or receiving any letters and provisions 
coming to them ; and that Fuckerla Khan refusing 
to show the obligation, they are of opinion and be- 
lieve that Mr. Holcombe's seal is affixed thereto 
and not the Honorable Company's. 

'' That on the Sth past the said Nabob with his 
army, consisting of about 7000 foot and 800 
horse, encamped behind a great sand hill near the 
Town, and the 9th at night fired on their out 
guards ; which being returned again by the Eng- 
lish, made the enemy retire further and turn their 
siege into a blockade by stopping all provisions of 
which they were in great want ; that they have 
made a Brigantine of the " Bising Sun" smack, and 
fitted her up in order to secure what may be put 
aboard in time of extremity." 

" The foregoing being a recital of their sai^l 
general letter almost verbatim. 

" First. We observe that the Chief has strange- 
ly erred in his politics (not to say worse) ; that he 
having by his former frequent letters advised us, 
what he had then foreseen, as what might be the 
result and issue of not paying Mr. Holcombe's old 

18 
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debt to Fuckerla Khan, as the event now proves, — 
that the Chief in that case should not sooner and 
earlier get sufficiency of provisions for the use of 
their Garrison, at least until the monsoon should 
serve for our sending them supplies hence. 

" Secondly. That the Chief should supply 
Nabob Habib Khan and Fuckerla Khan with so 
large a quantity of gunpowder and lead, when the 
said Nabobs and the Chief were on so precarious 
terms ; and not only so but by their general letter 
of the 27th July last write us to send them 30 
Candy of powder and 20 Candy of lead for a further 
supply to the said Nabob ; notwithstanding the 
frequent cautions we gave them, or without ever 
considering they were strengthening the hands of 
said Nabob, who were then contriving of the means 
and ways of laying that siege, they have since form- 
ed against that Factory. 

" Thirdly. It being now the Northerly mon- 
soon, it is strange that the Chief should not have 
wrote to Bengal to the President and Council 
there to be supplied thence with whatever they 
wanted. 

" Fourthly. That Jiiggapa the Brahmin, that 
arch knave and villain, who was the chief cause 
and instrument by the powerful bribes he received 
from time to time from the Eajahs Ananterauz and 
Pycrow, by whose means and persuasions he pre- 
vailed so far with Mr. Holcombe, &s to induce him 
to lend those large sums of money at high interest 
to those said Rajahs ; which is still a debt, which 
we may reasonably suppose to have been most or 
all Fuckerla Khan's money, and has been the 
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original cause and first spring, whence all these 
troubles are derived and devolved upon us ; and 
notwithstanding our having so often or frequently 
wrote to Mr. Hastings, the Chief there, to send 
us up the said Juggapa either by sea or by land, 
which has never been complied with ; and being 
credibly informed Fuckerla Khan does demand of 
the Chief the said Brahmin, and that on the deli- 
very up of him all the causes of their troubles 
shall cease. 

*' And now upon the whole, it is unanimously 
agreed that we write the Chief and Council, that 
upon the reading the said intended letter to them» 
that they had tlmt instant seized the said Juggapa, 
and put him in irons, and secure all his books, 
papers and accounts ; which if the Chief should 
oppose or hinder the same, it is our positive and 
peremptory order that the Council, or any one of 
them, do execute this our otdei, and that the 
military and peons be assisting to him or them in 
this matter. 

*' It is likewise agreed that the President write 
his letter to Fuckerla Khan relating to the premis- 
es, and desire him to send us up a person fitly 
qualified to accommodate all matters and that in 
the meantime to withdraw his forces from the 
Factory/* 

Next year this troublesome business was brought 
to a dose through the mediation of Habib Khan ; 
the money demanded being paid to Fuckerla Khan* 
and the obligation which was found to have the 
Company's seal affixed, being forwarded to Fort 
Bt. George. The record is chiefly remarkable as 
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exposing the evils which arose at this early period 
from pecuniary dealings between the Company's 
servants and Native authorities ; and it is worthy 
of note as bein» the origin of a standing order 
which strictly prohibited all such dealings for the 
future. 

We now turn to a curious entry which is very 
suggestive. 

" Monday, 4th December. They having wrote 
us from Eort St. David that it has been usual for 
us at the festival times of the year to send them 
one of the ministers of this place, and Christmas 
being now approaching they request that one may 
be sent. It is, therefore, agreed and ordered that 
Mr. Jones do proceed thither, as soon as con- 
veniently he can ; and that the paymaster do take 
care to fit him out for his journey accordingly." 

Cases of breach of promise of marriage are al- 
ways interesting, but we are rather inclined to 
regard the one we are now about to place before 
our readers as somewhat unique in its character. 
The matchmaking tendencies of the mamma and 
daughter, and the " interested" nature of the 
gentleman's affection, are plainly evident through- 
out the papers. Moreover the record is valuable 
as illustrating social life as it actually was at the 
commencement of the last century. The extracts 
will explain themselves. 

" To the Honorable William Eraser, Esq. Gover- 
nor of Fort St. George and to the Gentlemen of 
the Council. 

" The petition of Anne Foquet and Elizabeth 
Brown doth humbly set forth the unworthy 
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treatment your Petitioners have met with from 
Captain Henry Coniwall, Commander of the 
" Sherborne." Your Honor is no stranger to this 
story, nor the rest of the Gentlemen at this Honor- 
able Board ; therefore shall be as brief in relating 
it as we can. In the year 1707 and before he 
went last for England, Henry Cornwall aforesaid, 
and your Petitioner Elizabeth Brown, did enter 
into a contract of marriage, and that in as solemn 
a manner as such contracts usually are, or can be 
done ; for we plighted our faith either to other in 
the most binding terms, and changed rings in the 
presence of competent witnesses ; Anne Poquet 
your petitioner, Mr. James Wendey, then one of 
the ministers of this place, and Mr. Bernard 
Benyon, merchant being present. And for the 
due performing of the aforesaid contract, the said 
Henry Comwsdl and Elizabeth !^rown did enter 
' into articles in writing, and did both of them sign 
and seal the same in the presence of the Rev. Mr. 
James Wendey and Mr. Bernard Benyon aforesaid, 
who hath been sworn in Court. And moreover, 
the said Captain Henry Cornwall did bind himself 
in a bond of one thousand pounds sterling for the 
due performance of those articles ; and further to 
confirm us in the reality of his intentions, he made 
a gift to your petitioner Elizabeth Brown of what 
estate he had in India and left a will in her hands ; 
wherein he bequeaths her his whole estate and 
makes her sole Executrix. But notwithstanding 
all the vows, ties, and obligations he had brought 
himself under. Captain Henry Cornwall in a short 
time after his arrival in England marries himself to 
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another woman ; and after all this iujozious and un- 
fair dealing towards your petitioner, the said Henry 
Cornwall, to prove himself the same man through- 
out, would have his bonds and obligations under 
his hand and seal to go for nothing, and to be of 
as little force and validity as his words and vows. 
We, therefore, your petitioners humbly apply our- 
selves to your Honors for redress, hoping you will 
oblige him to satisfy his bond for on^ thousand 
pounds, which he hath forfeited ; a poor repara- 
tion for aU the injustice he hath done us. There 
hath been a suit commenced upon this Bond, for 
some time depending in the Mayor's Court, but 
deferred to be brought to a judgment upon advice 
that Captain Henry Cornwall was designed for this 
place ; presuming, as may be supposed, he would 
either comply with his bond, or offer such terms 
as would be accepted of ; and the Eevd. Padre 
Lewis did before and since the arrival of the 
" Sherborne," speak to your petitioners to ac- 
commodate matters amicably with Captain Corn- 
wall (if it might be done) and not drive things to 
extremity. To which your petitioners did not seem 
averse. But instead of offering to come to an ac- 
commodation. Captain Henry Cornwall, the second 
day after his arrival, sent a letter to your Petitioner 
Elizabeth Brown, of which she cannot better, nor 
more modestly give you the contents, than by 
saying, it was made up of all the ill nature and iU 
language he is master of ; and after so much un- 
worthy and base treatment as we have met with 
from this man, for him to think at last to run us 
down, and to carry his point by caliminy and 
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slander is so vile a thing, that no man whb hath 
the least sense of honor or the least grain of 
honesty would be guilty of. We shall not be 
further troublesome to your Honors, but only beg 
leave to observe, that if such prmeiples and such 
practices be connived at, no man's honour, per- 
son, or estate can be any longer safe. We hope 
your Honors will take things into your serious 
consideration, and do us that justice which to your 
wisdom shall appear our due. The reason of our 
addressing your Honors at this time is, that 
Mr. Mayor hath refused his warrant to arrest 
Captain Cornwall in an action of one thousand 
pounds, at the suit of your Petitioner Elizabeth 
Brown, andtve as in duty bound shall ever 
pray. Fort St. George, February 12th, 1711." 

Captain Cornwall's answer to these charges is 
still more interesting. 

" Monday, 19th February. To the Honorable 
William Fraser, Esq. Governor of Fort St. George 
and Council. 

" Gentlemen—" You were pleased on Thurs- 
day last to summon me to answer to a petition, 
preferred by Mrs. Elizabeth Bxown and Anne 
Foquet of this place, touching a designed marriage 
between the said Elizabeth Brown and self, a per- 
fect account of which I gave at that time, and 
comes inserted in this narrative. 

" The motive that induced me to enter into an 
obligation of that nature was the assurances Mrs. 
Anne Foquet gave me of preferment from England 
by her and her friends' recommendations home ; 
which proved no ways serviceable, but rather the 
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contrary. I often repeated to her and daughters, 
if I coiid not better myself by post or fortune, I 
would by no means thmk of complying with that 
obligation. When Mrs. Foquet's friends proved 
of no use, I solicited my own relations, that en- 
tirely refused all merchandize, being strangers 
to trade. Then the time drawing near for the 
India Shipping to depart that year, I petitioned 
the Honorable United Company to come abroad 
a passenger on Captain Phrip, which they granted 
and he refused, being full and my circumstances 
not able to permit me to pay for my passage. I 
then solicit^ both the Captain Hudsons who re- 
fused the same. I then advised with my friends 
what method to take that might be of service to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, and a sufficient acquittance 
to me. First, I declared my circumstances, so 
miserable when in England, I was forced to run 
in debt and that considerably. Secondly, I had 
no interest in the Company then governing to 
serve me by recommendation abroad. Thirdly, I 
presume the most of this place knows Mrs. Eoquet 
not able to better any one's circumstances by 
interest or fortune. Notwithstanding her present 
encouragement in this alfair, these circumstances 
considered on both sides, if any one gentleman 
can see the least appearance of any thing but com- 
plete misery, in case of that marriage, I should 
willingly submit to the several sentiments. I 
cannot perceive that Mrs. Anne Foquet ever de- 
signed a marriage, because she declared to Robert 
Eaworth Esq., Mayor of this place, that she refused 
me marriage before I went home, because she was 
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assured I would marry in England, when she would 
have the opportunity of prosecuting this obligation. 
Further, why did Mrs. Anne Foquet and Brown 
give me an obligati(m of Captain Lee's, now Com* 
mander of the " Litchfield," to prosecute Mm for 
not complying with the marriage according to his 
obligation, not out of date at the commencing of 
mine, if she designed her daughter my wife. I 
can give several instances wheiein Mrs. Foquet 
has showed herself a designing woman of no sin- 
cerity. She and her daughter are pleased to 
term the penalty of the obligation, a poor repara- 
tion for injuries 1 have done them. If they were 
as just in their aspersions as I have been in this 
proceeding, they would not have troubled your 
Honor and Council with their petition on this oc- 
casion. 

'' I think, since I could not proeure a passage 
out occasioned by my miserable circumstances, 
Mrs. Foquet and daughter are under obliga- 
tions to me, that I advised them of it in order 
to liirs. Elizabetlk Brown's not refusing any offer 
to her advantage. I did at my first arrival at the 
West coast, order my attorney here to make 
Mi's. Elizabeth Brown a considerable present 
for the favours received when List here. But 
since my arrival at this Port, I found so many 
malicious reports from her, that it has entirely re- 
moved the thoughts of any such thing. My cir- 
cumstances are miserable enough, having lost all 
I was worth, by my misfortune in Ceylon ; and 
the balance of my accounts for four years' service 
in this place amounts to so small a sum that I fear 

19 
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I shall go off a debtor irom this place. I am 
ready to make oath in every particular here in- 
serted ; hoping your Honor and the Coimcil will 
take it into your serious consideration ; then doubt 
not but you will perceive my actions on my side 
justifiable ; otherwise I must refer myself to the 
Courts at home, by whose verdict I must rest 
satisfied. I am, with due respect, 

Your Honor's and Council's most humble Servant, 
Henet Coenwall.'* 

The Judgment of the Governor and Council 
upon this case is w^orthy of record. 

" Monday, 19th February 1711. Pursuant to 
the order of last Consultation, Mrs. Foquet, and 
her daughter Elizabeth Bro^vn, as likewise Captain 
Cornwall appear now before us ; where after all 
parties were fully heard, more especially Captain 
Cornwall, all persons being desired to withdraw : — 
itis the unanimous opinion of the Board (Mr. 
liaworth excepted), that Captain Henry Cornwall, 
having married a wife in England notwithstanding 
his preengagement with Mrs. Brown, he has for- 
feited his obligation and thereby become liable 
to the penalty therein expressed ; but in regard 
we ought to weigh matters in the scales of Equity 
and right reason, and considering the present 
circumstances of Captain Cornwall which are but 
moderate, having met with great losses, and 
he generously offering a moiety of what he has in 
the world, and he having cleared the reputation of 
said Mrs. Brown ; both parties being called in. 
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were recondled and made friends, and the said 
Captain Cornwall's proposal accepted oV 

About this time the Kinof of Pegu appears to 
have been very anxious to obtain some articles, of 
European workmanship, particularly clocks, as ap- 
pears from the following letter to the Governor of 
Fort St. George, dat«d 24th February, 1711. 

" In the jurisdiction of Sunapranda and Thama- 
diha, the precious kingdom of Ava and Golden 
Court, Eajah of Ni and king of twenty and three 
kingdoms and Monarchies, Lord of Silver, Gold, 
Amber, Euby mines, and red and gold Palaces 12 
in number made of Gold, Lord of the Elephant of 
great value. Lord of many horses of great price. 
Lord of all nations. Lord of all manner of arms. 
Lord of many armies. Lord of this world, the ex- 
cellent High and Mighty Lord, 

" His order to the Governor of Madras, being 
informed, that amongst the English nation, there 
are many able men, and that without much, trouble 
a clock may be had. I desire that it may be thus, 
viz. that it strikes the hours distinctly, beginning 
in the morning by one and so on till twelve ; 
having two images to strike the hours on the bell 
or clock. This and another clock of Malta, with 
a woman's image pouring oil in a vessel which 
runs all the hour ; and when it is out the said 
image tills it again and so every hour. The king 
having heard of these things will have much to be 
done to get them ; and if not to be got, to send a 
man here to make them and shall then return to 
his countiy . I have sent by the Captain of my 
Ship, Cojah Simon, to the Governor of Madras 
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two Buby rings ; if amongst the English or Por- 
tuguese there is any cnriosity to be got, let it be 
sent. K my desire is accomplished there shall be 
great rewards according to my piety, &c." 

The gOTernorship of Mr. Praser was, as already 
indicated, brought to a sudden close by the arri- 
val of a successor, as appears from the following 
entry.. 

"Wednesday, 11th July. This morning about 
8 o'clock, came ashore the Honorable Edward 
Harrison Esq., who produced hisCommission, dated 
the 22nd December 1710, appointing him Presi- 
dent for the Bight Honorable United East India 
Company's affairs on the coast of Coroman/lel and 
Orissa, and of the Ginjee and Mahratta country, 
aitd Governor of Fort St. George, Fort St, David, 
and the Island of Sumatra. Wliich being read, 
the late. President William Fraser Esq. did resign 
the chair, and deliver the keys of the Fort to the 
said Edward Harrison Esq." 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

GOVEBNOBSHIP OP MB. EDWABD HABBTSON. 

1711—12. 

The commencement of the Governorship of Mr. 
Harrison is a fitting moment for reviewing the 
contemporary state of Southern India and the 
Dekkan. The declininp; condition of the Mogul 
power had led to the establishment of new re- 
lations between the English and the Native 
authorities ; and at the same time we are ap- 
proaching the period when our historians gene- 
rally have commenced what they have been pleased 
to term the history of the British empire in India. 
Henceforth therefore the new facts we shall bring 
forward from the official records will rapidly in- 
crease in value. They will serve to throw a clear- 
er light upon one of the most obscure portions of 
the history of the Mogul rule ; and thus they will 
form a connecting link between the dry Native 
annals of Southern India, and the delightful and 
picturesque history of Robert Orrae. 

The death of the great Aurangzebe in 1707, 
and the subsequent struggle between his three 
sons which led to the establishment of Shah 
Aulum on the throne of Delhi, have already been 
noticed ; and it will be remembered that a large 
portion of the Mahomedan conquests in the Car- 
natic, including the country round Madras, had 
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been granted as a jagbire to tbe celebrated gene- 
ral Zulfikar Khan. The rising of the Sikhs to 
the west of Delhi had called away Zulfikar Khan 
to the assistance of his royal master Shah Aulum. 
For a brief period Dawood Khan had acted as 
Soubah of Golconda, in behali of Zulfikar Khan ; 
but in his turn was called away bv the troubles 
in the North West.* 

In 1710 the Dewan Sadatulla Khan was appoint- 
ed Nabob of the Camatic, and appears to have 
retained the government until his death in 1732. 
He is briefly mentioned by Orme as having been 
a regular and acknowledged Nabob of the Cama- 
tic ; and appears to have been noticed by that 
historian in consequence of his being the first 
Nabob who attempted to render the office heredi- 
tary. Orme says that Sadatulla Khan, " having 
no issue, adopted the two sons of his brother ; 
appointing the elder, Dost Ali, to succeed in the 
Nabobship ; and conferring on the younger, Boker 
Ali, the government of Vellore." This Sada- 
tulla Khan has already been mentioned as having 
required Governor Fraser to deliver up the 
five out-villages to the Renter of Poonamallee ; 
and his further intercourse with the English will 
be fully illustrated in future chapters. 

As regards the general state of the Mogul em- 

* From entries in the Consultation Books, respective- 
ly dated 2nd of October and 24th of November, 1710, 
we learn that Isuph Khan held the p<jst of Subah of 
Gk>lconda at this time, but that in consequence of some 
troubles caused by the Mahrattas in the neighbourhood 
of Golconda, 'Dawood Khan was again appointed Subah 
in his room. 
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pire during the reign of King Shah Aulum, but 
little need be said. Shah Aulum sacrificed the 
prestige of his sovereignty for the sake of a hollow 
peace. He effected a compromise with the Raj- 
poots and Mahrattas, but though he thus ap- 
peared to secure his throne from their attacks, he 
was wholly unable to repress the growing dis- 
orders, which in the end produced the downfal of 
the Mogul dynasty. He died in 1712, after a 
short reign of five years. 

The great event in the governorship of Mr. 
Harrison, namely the rupture between the English 
at Fort St. David and the Mussulman Governor 
of Ginjee, is strikingly illustrative of the con- 
temporary state of Southern India. Sixteen 
miles south of Pondicherry and a hundred miles 
south of Madras, was the English settlement of 
Fort St. David, to which we have already had 
frequent occasion to allude. In 1691 the 
EngEsh had bought the settlement, previously 
named Tegnapatam, of Eam Eaja, the Mahratta 
sovereign who was at that time in possession of 
Ginjee. The plot of Dr. Blackwell to deliver up 
Fort St. David to Zulfikar Khan in 1693 has been 
mentioned in its proper place. The celebrated 
fortress of Ginjee is worthy of a passing notice. 
It is seated on the declivities of three detached 
rocky mountains, of very difficult ascent and from 
four to 600 feet in height, which were connected 
by lines of works enclosing an extensive triangle 
in the plains between them ; and for centuries this 
place had been regarded by the natives of Southern 
India as the strongest Fort in the Camatic. Its 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



152 HISTORY or HABEAS. tmi-U. 

origin dates far back in immemorial antiquity. 
Somewhere about the time of the wars of the white 
and red Eoses, it appears to have been the great 
stronghold of the kings of Chola (Tanjore) against 
the famous old Hindoo sovereigns of Bijanugur. At 
length about T), 1500, — about the time of the 
battle of Bosworth Field and the accession of the 
house of Tudor, — the kingdom of Chola, and with 
it the fortress of Ginjee, was transferred to the 
possession of the Bajahs of Bijanugur ; and long 
after the kingdom of Bijanugur had been over- 
thrown by the Mussulman sovereigns of the 
Dekkan, the Hindoos still retained possession of 
Ginjee. About 1669 the Fort was captured by 
the Mussulman king of Bijapore ; but in 1677 it 
was taken by Sevigee the great Mahratta. For 
four or five years it held out under Eam K^'a 
against the whole force of the army of Aurungzebe ; 
but was finally captured by Zulfikar Khan in 1698. 
A series of Bajpoot governors were then appointed 
by the Mogul, and ruled the surrounding country 
in his name ; but during the anarchy which fol- 
lowed the death of Aurungzebe, these Rajpoots af- 
fected independence and assumed the rank of 
Eajahs. 

At the time of Mr. Harrison's accession to the 
Government of Fort St. George, Serope Singh was 
GnDvernor or Pajah of Ginjee. It is difficult to 
assign the exact limits of the country under the 
jurisdiction of Serope Singh ; but it was probably 
bounded on the north by the territory under the 
Nabobs of Arcot, and on the south by the Hindoo 
principalities of Trichinopoly and Tanjore. Fort 
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St. David was thus included in the country under 
Serope Singh, in the same way that Fort St. 
George was included in the country of Sadatulla 
Khan. It appears that a former Deputy Gover- 
nor of Fort St. David, Mr. lloberts by name, had 
in some sort of way, not sufficiently explained in the 
records, become security to Serope Singh for the 
sums collected by the Eenters. Subsequently the 
Rentera had run away with the money, and Serope 
Singh held the English Company responsible for the 
amount. By way of expediting a settlement, 
Serope Singh had carried away two European Offi- 
cers of the garrison of Fort St. David, and confined 
them and treated them with the greatest barbarity 
at Ginjee. In February 1711, an attempt was 
made by the Government of Fort St. David to 
seize some Chief men of the Ginjee government, 
who happened to be in the neighbourhood of Fort 
St. David. No prisoners were taken, but three 
Moormen, and one of the Fort St. David Garrison 
were killed on the spot. Great troubles were 
therefore to be anticipated from this direct act of 
hostility on the part of the English ; and as it ap- 
pears that the Government of Fort St. David had 
acted in many cases most injudiciously, and that 
the utmost disorder prevailed in the Garrison, Mr. 
Eaworth, a member of the Council of Fort St. 
George was dispatched to the scene of action, 
accompanied by five European ships whose 
presence it was hoped would bring the enemy 
to terms^ Mr. Baworth set off in July 1711. 
The following extracts will illustrate the state of 
affairs. The enemy's force from Ginjee had 

20 
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blockaded Fort St. David by laud, so that am- 
munition and provisions could only be forwarded 
by sea. The first extract is entered in the con- 
sultation on Sunday evening 19 th August, 1711, 
and is entitled " A true narrative of an action that 
happened between Captain Roach's party and our 
enemy this day, being the 11th of August, 1711." 
It is related in Captain Roach's own words, and 
describes a desperate encounter in which he was 
engaged with the forces of Ginjee. The narrative 
is as follows : — 

" I was ordered to possess myself of a part of 
the bounds, where the enemy were seen to be firing 
very briskly from last' night ; which 1 did this 
morning by break of day. I ordered about 200 
peons that belonged to the outguards to attend 
me. The coolies began to work about the de- 
molishing the walls by six in the morning, and 
continued till 13 at noon ; but could not hear of 
any of the enemy's to be near our bounds, only a 
few peons about a mile off. But about 12 o'clock, 
intelligence was brought that Mahobat Khan, with 
all the force of (ihiiyee, was within a mile of our 
bounds. Upon which I despatched immediately 
a peon to the Governor and Council, who was not 
arrived in two hours. In the iuterim, before I 
had any relief from the rest of the bounds, they 
attacked me with about 400 horses and 1000 foot. 
It was a great misfortune to me their attacking 
the party Captain Coventry had the command of, 
and Ensijoi Somervile j the latter proved such a 
coward, that he was the occasion of the ruin of 
the whole party, in showing them an example by 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



mi-tt. IIISTOKY OF MADRAS. 155 

ruuning away first, which cost him his life, and 
abundance more of the same party. But I must 
do Gt^tain Coventry that justice, that he behaved 
himself extraordinarily well, and would have nHide 
a very good officer, if please Grod he had lived. 
He received several wounds before he dropt. I 
had my horse shot under me, and was charged 
several times by the whole party of horse upon 
both flanks and rear, and kept them in play till 
they were glad to leave me master of the field with 
less than forty men. There was not one of the 
200 pecms I carried with me, would stand, neither 
officers, nor peons ; but when the horse charged 
me, they presently ran away. If they had but 
stood by me, I would have mounted as many 
horses of the enemies as would have made a goQd 
troop for the Company. For there was not less 
than seventy or eighty of them running about 
the field, without riders, their masters being dis- 
mounted. We compute that the enemy could 
have lost not less than 140 and 150 men killed 
and wounded, besides horses. I have buried the 
dead all in the field of battle, excepting Captain 
Coventry and Ensign Somervile whom I sent to 
the fort. I leave any impartial person to judge 
what the loss of the enemy must be, when they 
were at the push of the pike for two hours to- 
gether, and applied with our bullets and (iwan shot 
as fa^t as possiUy we could. This is the true nar* 
rative of what happened.*' 

The next extract, dated 10th September, 1711, 
will show the disorders which prevailed at this time 
amongst the soldieios of the garrison. It is entitled 
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" An account of the murder of Thomas Parsons, 
Serjeant, by Jacob Vanbasli^yson, Centinel, one of 
the Bengal men, but at present belonging to Cap- 
tain Hoach's party." 

" Thomas Kirk, John Buck, and Abraham Clark, 
belonging to Captain Viver's company at Cudda- 
lore, by his permission came to the Fort to visit 
some of their comrades, particularly Thomas Par- 
sons who bad the command of the party at Teve- 
napatam Gate. On meeting him they went in 
company to a punch house near the said gate, 
where they found several more of their vocation 
drinking ; but being none of their acquaintance, 
they passed by them, saluting them with their 
nsiud ceremony, " Good morrow to ye brothers," 
and so went into another yard, where they stayed 
no longer than to drink a dram each man. . Then 
they were returning, when Jacob Vanbashayson, a 
Dutchman, without any manner of provocation 
given, attacked the said Serjeant Thomas Parsons 
with his naked sword, and struck him several blows 
over his head. Secondly, without giving him time 
to defend himself, he gave him a thrust 
into his body, on which he immediately fell. 
John Kirk abovementioned was the person next 
to the Serjeant, who the said Jacob Vanbashayson 
attacked in the same manner he did Parsons. But 
seeing the fate intended him, he defended himself 
so well with his sword (which was not drawn), 
that though he cut his scabbard in six places and 
made several thrusts at him, yet he received no 
harm ; but had certainly been murdered, had not 
John Buck stept into his aeeistance. John Buck 
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immediately called Jacob Yanbashayson, and seized 
his sword, which — notwithstanding he drew through 
his hand and gave him some strokes over the head, 
and at last made a stab at him which just touch- 
ing his thigh, — for safety of his life he was obliged 
to quit his hold ; when the said Jacob Van- 
bashayson still pursued him, and to save his 
life, having no weapon, he was forced to dodge 
him round some pillars which were in the yard, 
till he found an opportunity to go out of the 
door; which he immediately embraced, but as 
he was going over the threshhold was prevented 
by Derrick Johnson, who pulled him back by the 
coat and likewise knocked down John Kirk. By 
this time the guard from Tevenapatam came, and 
made the two Dutchmen prisoners. Though they 
resisted some time with sword in hand, before they 
would surrender, and the murderer was so very des- 
perate for fear of condign punishment, that had he 
not been bound he would open breasted have run 
upon the bayonets on the muzzle of the guard's 
pieces. 

" Jacob Yanbashayson says nothing more in his 
defence than that he was drunk and knew not 
what he did, that he had no malice at all against 
the Serjeant, and repented sincerely of the fact. 
Notwithstanding, as he had imbrued his hands in 
a fellow soldier's blood, he thought he deserved to 
die ; but begged if we could not be merciful, as 
he had good relations (though he now was no more 
than a Centinel) that he might not die the death 
of a rogue, but a soldier, and be shot to death by 
a file or two of men of the party he belonged to. 
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** Derrick Johnson who was with him, is a fel- 
low that has been publicly scourged at Batavia, 
and wears the cross on his back. He denies he 
was accessory to the murder, and that he only 
interfered when he knocked Kirk down, to part the 
persons engaged. But aU circumstances make the 
contrary appear, and shows his inclinations as 
good. But it was not in his power to commit as 
heinous a crime as his companion. 

" Thomas Parsons was brought speechless into 
the fort ; but at that juncture more occasioned by 
liquor than his wound. The Doctor had some 
hopes at first ; but in six hours they ended with 
the fellow's life. Upon opening his body we found 
the wound, very near direct down, and that the 
sword had penetrated his midrilf and wounded 
sevaral of his intestines. 

" This is what the three persons first named 
have declared upon oath before the Deputy Gover- 
nor and Council* Tho. Gray. Secretary/' 

"Fort St. David, September 11th 1711. 

About this time a Lieutenant and Ensign were 
found drunk and incapable whilst on guard at 
Cuddalore, at a time of imminent danger. Ac- 
cordingly they were sent to Madras, and the fol- 
lowing remarks upon their case, as well as upon 
the murder of Parsons, are entered in the consul- 
tation book as follows : — 

"Thursday, 20th September, 1711. Lieutenant 
Viver and Ensign Williams being sent for up, and 

* The murderer appears to have been subsequently 
executed. 
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the charge against them being read by the Secre- 
tary', they were asked by tke President, what they 
had to say in their vindication ; who making 
many frivolous excuses, but at last confessing their 
crime and begging pardon, were ordered to with- 
draw, and the President offered to the board as fol- 
lows. That the military in general under this 
Presidency are, by slack discipline for the past two 
years, become so intolerably sottish and disorder- 
ly that it is high time a reformation should be 
made for the security of our settlements, and the 
Honorable Company's estate committed to our 
charge. 

" The .barbarous murder lately committed on 
Serjeant Parsons by a drunken Dutchman at Eort 
St. David, is testimony sufficient to what a height 
of insolence matters are grown ; and it is well 
known that Mr. Fanner when l>eputy Governor 
of Fort St. David durst not go out of the Fort for 
fear the Gruard should shoot him as he passed the 
gate. 

" Add to these instances the daily disorders of 
drunkeimess in this garrison, which though severe- 
ly punished, yet the seeds still remain, and the 
cure is not thoroughly perfected. 

" If the officers themselves, whose business it is 
by strictness of discipline and good examples to 
preserve their command and keep their people 
within the bounds of their duty ; ii they shall be 
found dead drunk upon their j^osts in a time of 
seiTice when surrounded by the enemy, what can 
be expected but ruin and destruction to the affairs 
of those that employ them. 
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" Offered further that the crime in our Eu- 
ropean Armies is punished in a capital manner ; 
and then the question was put and unanimously 
agreed that Lieutenant Viver and Ensign Williams 
be cashiered, and that Lieutenant Viver do prepare 
to go for England by the Halifax." 

Whilst Fort St. David was thus in danger of 
falling into the hands of Serope Singh, Mr. Harri- 
son thought it advisable to lay the whole matter 
before Zidfikar Khan, in the hope that the inter- 
ference of so great a man might have its effect up- 
on the Rajah of Ginjee. The letter to Zulfikar 
Khan is dated 1 1th October, 1711 and is as 
follows : — 

" To His Excellency Zulfikar Khan Bahadur, 
Nurzerat Sing, Back«hee of the whole Em- 
pire, &c. 

** Sir,— Understanding how great a share your 
Excellency bears in the Government of this mighty 
Empire, I thought it my duty to acquaint you of 
my arrival here to preside over the English affairs 
in these parts ; and I think myself obliged more 
especially so to do, in regard that my predecessor 
in this Government (Mr. Htt) have informed me, 
before I left England ; that as your Excellency 
was one of the Chief pillars of the Empire, so you 
had upon sundry occasions manifested your good in- 
clinations to the English in these parts ; and that it 
was under your shadow and by your good counte- 
nance that they enjoy those privileges and security 
in their trade, which now they do. While Your 
Excellency lay with your army at Ginjee, I under- 
stand you were pleased to issue out your Purwan- 
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na for securing to us our priyileges at Teveiu^a- 
tam (Fort St. David). Upon my arrival tiere I 
found that place in trouble; Serope Singh 
having seized some of the English there and car« 
ried them prisoners to Ginjee» on occasion of some 
disgust given him by a former Governor. We ar^ 
but a small handful of people, and our business 
is trade ; and, therefore, all quarrels with the Go-* 
vemment is extremely prejudicial to us, and dis- 
troys the end for which we settle in these parts. 
Since my coming I have laboured all I could to 
compose this difference, but to my great trouble, 
it hath lutherto proved ineffectual. If this affair 
comes to be represented at Court, no doubt but 
Serope Singh's agents will do it as much to our 
disadvantage as they can. I, therefore, himibly 
beg of your Excellency, that if any comphunt be 
made against us on this subject that you will be 
pleased to excuse the matter, and that we desire 
nothing more than to live in tranquility and peace 
in our small Factories. And if Your Excellency 
would be pleased to procure us his Majesty's 
Hoosbullhookum to Serope Singh, to let us live 
in quiet and mend on trade, it will be a singular 
service to your petitioner, and which he shall al- 
ways retain a grateful sense of." 

To this letter no reply appears to have been re.- 
eeived. Zulfikar Khan, now the great Bahadur 
Khan, was far too much engaged to trouble himself 
about the affairs of a smtdl Factory of foreign 
merchants, like those at Fort St. David and Fort 
St. George. 

Our neti extract is a still more curious one. 

21 
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Mr» Baworik cm arriving ai Fort St. David to 
take up the duties of Deputy Qovjeiuae, disGove]>* 
ad that hb^ immediaite predeoesscMr Mr. Fanner 
had ordered the deatmetion of » great ^lantity 
of grain and a. large number ol Yillagea. bel(»iging: 
to the Ginjee gOKrenuaeni, ain^y hecauae he had 
heard that Mohabat Khan, the eommander of thft 
heseigmg force, had boasted that the Enghak 
^ cbt]»d not make anot]ier atten^i by marohingc 
«ut into the country b^onging to Serope Singh.*' 
Thia needleaa act of deatmctbn saad savage nstu*^ 
lally incroaaed both the exaq»cEati<»i and the de- 
mands of the Ba|ah of Qinjee, who at that time-. 
had sent, ambassadors to Fort St. David with the: 
terms. OIL which he was. prepared to conclude a< 
peace. When, these terma were communicated to> 
Fort St. George, together with the eaose. of thdr 
Iteing so much iu excess of the Henters debt, the 
Biaiter was. warmly commented on by Goveamor: 
Handson and Council as follows.:*-—. 

'^ Monday^ 29th October. A general letter 
flrom Fort St. David wast read ; m whidi to our 
great sui^rise, we find that Mr. Farmer and the 
Council iu his time have aet their hands, to th& 
following paragraph. 

<< It is most certaudy true ^a/L Serope Singb 
eould not before m. justice demand more of us^ 
tihaa tha Bentexa debt, and not that neither be-r 
eause Mr. Bob^rts. w^ their security when, th^ 
KUa awAy>t not the Company ;. but the destruction 
ol fifty oar sixty thousand pagodas wcHrtL of graiii» 
about fifty two villages and towns, among which 
waa^hiS'lHtoriteitowmyembolluiB^ and killing the 
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PandaTnlm : tysemre tkiiigs ^hich lealljr'iaake ^s 
^iemands carry t6o muckjaBtioe with them; and we 
heartily wish the ^ifiiereuced may be compoaed, 
tiiid BO ha^fniy settled as before the commeacement 
of this war. Without ybtir permisffi<Mi though to 
«diBbui9e something censiderable out of the Com- 
pmy*B cash) we shaii ir^ ask it tiU we £ad am 
absolute necessity." ... 

"We (the Governor andCouhdl of Fort St, 
<j^rge} canubt but t)bserye with a great deal 
'<of <ioncem the unacooUutable foUy and ill- 
lUftiiagemeut of these gentlemen through the 
n^hoie eofufse of this ^air ; ,bat most parti'- 
«ullirly ia this article. For afto they had sent 
!0Ut fl^ their forces, withotit any orders from 
(xen<^ to burn md destroy all the country 
cutid gmn rouad ^qtit iMm, empowered by a 
single order signed by Mr. Fanner only, — they now 
^ good as tell uib in d6 many wtj/td^ that the un- 
lawful depredations ttey hate d6mmitted really 
make Serope Singh's demiinda eany too mueh jus- 
tice with them ; and ihameWy col^ess tW they 
^rre afraid they shall be necessitated to ask us to 
dtKbtn?6e something considenMe dut oftheCon^- 
pmf%e&9ik, Mr. Farmer tmd his th^n€oun(^ 
wotdd have done very well to have eonsidered this 
iticonveni^ee belbre thc^ proededed so rashly on 
fthehrowti heads." 

A few days afterwards some fiirther progress 
was made in ^Secting a sd^lement with th^e am- 
tiassadors of Serope 8iBgh> as will be see^ by the 
Ibllowing Extracts. 

^* Tuesday, 6th Novetaber. The President 
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^teommttnicates to tlie Board a lett^ from the 
Deputy Governor of Fort St. David ; the subr 
stance of which is as follows : — 

" That the enemy cannot be brought to more 
moderate demands than thirty thonsanu Chackrums, 
which is sixteen thousand six hundred pagodas. 
In consideration of which they will give us three 
towns, Trevandrum, Padre Copang and Coronut- 
tum, besides their half of all the towns that lay 
part within and part without our bounds. They 
likewise agree for ever to renounce all claim to our 
bounds, and all pretensions upon us whatsoever, 
with the usual presents of horses and vests upon 
the like occasion. To all which the Deputy Go- 
vernor desires a speedy answer ; this being their 
last result, and that he keeps the ambassadors 
with very much difficulty from returning to 
Giniee." 

« Then the state of the Fort St. David war was 
taken into consideration and fully debated. 

" Agreed that our Honorable Masters are at 
four thousand pagodas charge more or less p«r 
month for maintaining the war, besides several 
stores and provisions sent firom hence ; and no rent 
was received for the villages in our bounds since 
the beginning of the war, which is an intolerable 
charge ; and no hopes of any ease as long as the 
war continues, amounting to forty-eight thousand 
pagodas per annum. 

" Agreed that if the war continues, our people 
will be shut up in their bounds, and we must sup- 
ply them with grain from hence and all other 
necessaries. Most af their inhabitants out of fear 
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would desert them ; and our merchants, though 
they have made a large contract, will never be able 
to bring in their goods ; and consequently we 
shall have our broad doth kft upon our hand* 
when the next year's shipping arrives. 

" Agreed likewise unanimously that let us con- 
tinue the war never so long, we can never *hope to 
be reimbursed one farthing of our vast expenses. 
It would indeed have been weU, if all these things 
had been duly considered before our predecessors 
were so far engaged in it. But it is never too 
late to repent of wrong measures, and now we must 
make the best of a bad market ; wherefore we 
have agreed that a letter be wrote to the Deputy 
Governor and Council of Port St. David as fol- 
lows : — 

" To Itobert Raworth, Esq., Deputy Grovemor 
of Fort St. David and Council. 

" Sirs, — This morning the Governor has laid 
before us Mr. Baworth's letter of the 3rd instant, 
wherein he writes that the enemy will not come to 
any agreement unless we consent to pay thirty 
thousand Chuckrums, which we take to be sixteen 
thousand six hundred and odd pagodas. In consi- 
deration of which they will give the villages of 
Trevandrum, Padre Copang and Coronuttum^ 
besides their half of all the towns which lie part 
within our hedge and part without, and that they 
will entirely renounce all claim to our bounds on 
any pretence whatsoever. 

" We have very seriously considered the first 
article and find it to be so unreasonable a sum of 
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money that we can never consent to pay it on oar 
Honorable Masters' account. 

** We cannot judge if it be worth while to bw^ 
the three villages bdbre inenitioned, and the half of 
the towns that lie part within our bounds and part 
without, till you send us a computation of what 
revenue they will annually yield, and what security 
we can have we shall continue in quiet possession 
of them hereafter. For we must be of opinion we 
have too much ground already at your settlement 
to defend iEigainst an enemy. If Serope Singh 
dares dispute a giant con&-med to us by Zul- 
fOcar Khan Bahadur, what value ought we to put 
upon his grant, (or what else he will call it) who 
i^ no more in <;omparison with the other than his 
Buckshi is to him, and may be not so muchv 
Pray let this point be urged home, and let us have 
a speedy a&swei*. ' 

" An entire renounciation of 61aim to all things 
within our 'bounds is a tender point to be handled ; 
for his pretending to a claim, afber Zalfikar Khait 
Bahadur's grant, is an undeniable sieason why w« 
should buy n6 grants of him ; skce by the same 
rule the next Governor of Git\jee may dispute our 
title to all we possess^ and, by the same fordbl^ 
means may compel us to pay what sum he pleases, 
90 that our title will always be precarious. 

<* We ahoald conseait to paying oft the Bienter'a 
debt ; and if we could liave good semiiity that 
even he himself and the togues about hkn Would 
not molest us in the possession of these grants 
he offers, we might though unwiltingly consent to 
pay a sum of money for them» but never the sum 
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they insist upon. Su^ce vepoa the beat aceount 
we can get of the Tillages heacj the rent wiU be- 
but iaconaidecable. 

^' We shall wait your mswer to these material 
points^ and in the mea?» time desire that the trealy 
may go on ia the manner we hare motion- 
ed ; ^lat is to say that the Henter's debt be 
kept apart and made up by itself; and if 
we^ grre any thing more that it may be for some 
thing that you are satisfied w ill bring in an equivft* 
lent iji a few years, or otherwise we can never con- 
sent to buy till we have orders fh)m Englandi 

<' We leave this management as we cUd formerly 
ta the Deputy Grovernor^ with the same directions 
that he lay the treaty before the Board, ett the 
agreement is perfected/^ 

Immediately afterwards: farther intelligence was 
received from Fort St. David to the ^ect that the 
Company's merchants and all the chief inhabitants, 
were determined to leave the bounds if tliie treaty 
should breakthrough ; also that the towns- offered by 
Serope Singh were wcMth. six thousand chuckrums 
per annum ; andthat if the ambassadors were once 
stifOsred to return to Ginjee there would be no hopes 
of getting them down, a seeondtime; and i^ the 
English should be forced to send thdr owa am^^ 
bassadors to Ginjee for a peace, it would cost at 
least double the money. Aecosdin^y another 
letter was dispatched to Mr. Eawortfav fn>n^ wMck 
we make the following esutracts. 

** We are stiU of the- same opinion for a. speedy 
and honorable peace. We agice that Serope Singh 
ought to.have satisfieictioii foe the Bcptes'^ debt, 
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and we should as readily agree to make Mr. Ro- 
berts pay it, if it was in our power. But since it 
is not, we must by the necessity of afifiairs submit 
to pay it for him ; because he was the Company's 
Governor, and it being always customary for the 
Governors to treat singly with the great men of 
these parts, that whatever is transacted between 
them, they look upon it as firm as if done with the 
Company themselves. We shall apply the money 
we have attached belonging to Mr. Roberts, for 
the payment of this matter as far as it will go, and 
shall take care to debit him for the remainder. 

*' We think this article of our treaty ought to 
be first settled ; and as to the remaining part of 
the sum demanded, we had much rather let his 
precarious villages alone than have any thing 
to do with them ; though we must confess six 
thousand chuckrums per annum is a sufficient 
rent for the sum we are to pay. 

" If you can make good what you write in your 
letter, and can have ^od security that we shall 
eigoy the villages peaceably, and be unmolested 
in our affairs, we are content that you make a 
peace upon the terms that you mention ; though 
we hope you will show your dexterity in procuring 
an abatement. 

" It will behove you to be very circumspect 
in the Articles of the treaty, and to part with no 
money till you have some security. For there is 
not a more faithless wretch upon earth than the 
man you have to deal with. We desire that there 
may be an article inserted for the ease and securi- 
ty of passengers at Tanq)oUum, which we think is 
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the place where Mr. Kaworth formerly met with 
so much trouble in going to Fort St. David. 

" You will do well to lay these matters now 
before your Council >and before you conclude the 
treaty, it will be proper that you protest in ibrm 
jointly against Mr. Eoberts as the author of all 
these troubles, and the person that ought to be ac- 
countable for all the damages sustained thereby. 

" As for your merchants offering to leave 
the bounds, we cannot but think it a great piece 
of insolence at such a juncture ; and since 
they would seem thereby to necessitate you to a* 
compliance, it was a very proper time to ask them 
how much they could contribute to a peace. 
When they made their contract, they knew the 
war was a afoot ; and though you have not yet 
sent us a copy of your contract, we do not remem- 
ber you ever mentioned that you had obliged your- 
selves to buy a peace. 

" It is a great sum of money we now consent to, 
aSid should never have done it upon any terms but 
the equivalent to re-imburse us. We shall impati- 
ently expect your answers." 

We gather irom the following graphic account 
of an attack on the enemy's entrenchments, that 
the negociations were for a while broken off. 

" Friday, 25th January, 1712. A general letter 
from the Deputy Governor and Cotuicil of Foit 
St. David, dated the 20th instant, was read ; ac- 
quainting us that they had made an attack upon 
an entrenchment of the enemy's at a place called 
Crimumbaukum» about half way between that 
place and Fondieheny, in the foUowing manner, 

22 
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' " Mr. Baworth being advised that a party of 
about three hundred Moorish foot detached from 
their entrenchment at Crimumbaukum, used in 
their rounds to pass between Coniqiule and oiir 
hedge. Ordered Captain Courtney and Captm 
Howson, with sixty Grenadiers, to lay ambu3cade 
fer them on the 19th, in a place that was thought, 
the.moal convenient, and if possible cut them off. 
Accordingly at nine they went to the place appoint- 
ed, where they waited till one o'clock, when per- 
ceiving none of the enemy appeared they marched 
directly to their entseudiment, which was immedi- 
ately alarmed, about forty of them being without 
the door, who repairing in with a great deal of 
precipitation on their approacl^ excluded about 
twenty-two of their comradea. All wlndh were 
immediately put to the 8word» and then they (Cap* 
tains Gourfcn^ and Howson) (»dei)ad SeijeaAt Au- 
Mn with two me of men, to mount the wall on tiiA 
oppoflite side ; wiuxh he did with a gieat deal of 
lM#reij, and forced them to letneat where fti» iwQi 
eafitoint were with, the maia body of th& party ; 
who immediately upon it ordMedforfy gKaoadoea to 
be ftasg in, whiidh did wondeifid exeeution. And 
wluliB ^ey were in this ocmstemation, the grena- 
does flying im pieces amongst them, aikd the seijeant 
on tfe ottieF side firing upon, tikem with swan shot, 
theg^ forced open the door and entasedi sword va 
bond; ; whece they met with. % good sliout i^epulse. 
But. the executimi: done nqpoi^ them before had so 
dispirited tibem, thai; in. the ^ eveiy man b^aa 
to shift for hunsei£ ^ some makbg fat the door, and 
others flinging themadves over the wall into the 
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ditch, in order to make their escape ; till what with 
those that got away, and those that fell, they had 
in a short time free possession of the place without 
eny molestation ; when they had an opportunity to 
view the slain which amounted to more than one 
hundred. Besides which they say the ground was 
4ill strewed with pieces of skulls, hands, and legs, 
which to be sure was the effect of the grenadoe 
shells." 

The disordeiiy state of the garrison of Fort St 
Bavid has already been illustrated, but still we 
cannot avoid bringing forward the following parti- 
culars as giving us an insight not only into the 
affairs of Fort ^. David, but into military Hfc in 
general as it was a hundred and fifty years ago. 

" Wednesday, 28th Januaiy. The President 
acquaints the Board that the Deputy Governor 
and Council of Fort St. David have sent up 
Lieutenant Courtn^, Ensign Brooks, «id Seijeant 
Peterson prisonen in two Mussulars, for several 
dunes set forth as follows in their general letter. 

" On Tuesday last Captain CocurtiMj havings 
dined with the Deputy Goveraor (Mr. JUworth) 
went as he was accuatomed into Mr. Weld's room* 
where was sitting Ensign Paddle. He walked 
backwards and forwards kn sometime withoot 
speaking a word. Bnt at last attacked him in a 
very odd sort of a manner, telling him he was an 
impudent fellow, son of a Skip Jade, and used 
abundanee of other epithets, very improper for a 
man that carries a commission, to utter or take ; but 
Paddle it seems^ regarding the place he was in, 
and not oaring to make any disturbance under 
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Utt. llAworth's roof, bore it very pfttiently, till . 
Courtney ftt last drew and assatdted him ; and be» 
fore the gnard eould come in to quiet the distur* 
bance, had wounded Paddle about an inch and 
a half deep in the belly and stabbed him in the 
left temple. The Deputy Governor immediately 
secured them both under guards in different ap- 
partments, and yesterday acquainted us with it in 
consultation ; when they were both sent for up, 
and heard what they could say for themselves, and 
the declarations of Messrs. Matthew Weld and 
Henry Cottrel taken. The one of which was pre- 
sent when some words past between them on Sun- 
day last ; and the others not only there but like- 
wise the greatest part of the time they were scuf- 
fling together. The copies of which we enclose for 
your Honor's perusal." 

" TAe Declaration of Mr. Matthew Weld, • 
" Sunday the 20th in the Afternoon. Captain 
Hercules Courtney and Ensign Joseph Paddle 
being at my lodgings, where also was Mr. Henry 
Cottrel, when Captain Courtney asked Ensign 
Paddle to give one Sichard Pain, a Centinel on the 
main guard and a drunken abusive fellow, liberty 
to go out of the Port for two or three hours in a 
day about some business he had for him. To 
which Ensign Paddle replied, he could not. There- 
at Captain Courtney paused a little, and then flew 
into a passion, saying, " What do you mean 
Ensign Paddle, D- me, I will have him with- 
out asking you." To that Ensign Paddle said, 
" If he is a man belonging to your Company you 
may have him, bat as he is upon this guard, I 
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must have another in his room to do his duty." 
Hereat Captain Courtney grew very abusive to 
Mr. Paddle the Ensign of the guard, giving him 
the lie, calling him an impudent saucy fellow, and 
threatened to beat him and thrust his cane down 
his throat, which he shook at him in a menacing 
manner, uttering many other abusive expressions: 
To all which said Ensign Joseph Paddle made 
civil replies and mild, and gave his reason, why 
he could not permit said Pain to go out of the 
Fort ; he being so frequently guilty of misdemea- 
ners when at his liberty, that he feared, he should 
be blamed if he suffered him abroad ; desiring 
Captain Courtney not to treat him so scurvily, 
and that he would uot strike him, for he "would 
not suffer it. When their difference grew to this 
height I desired them both to forbear quarrelling 
in my house. Whereat, they then gave over, and 
I thought all would have been past by. 

" But Tuesday the 22nd of January 1712, 
about three in the afternoon. Captain Hercules 
Courtney came into my lodgings, where Mr. 
Joseph Paddle was with me at a table smok- 
ing a pipe of tobacco ; and after taking some 
few turns in my room seemingly in a passion, 
stood by me and demanded of Ensign Paddle, 
how he came to write so saucy and impudently to 
him in the parole note ; telling him that his su- 
periors used him with more respect than barely to 
conclude after the word with his name only. To 
this Ensign Paddle replied he wrote it in haste and 
designed no affront by it, and hoped he would not 
make this omission occiasion of quarelling with 
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him, on account of their late difference about said 
Bichard Pain ; adding that Captain Courtney had 
then very grossly abused him, who answered he 
had not, but he yeiy much deserved it ; and im- 
mediately flew into a passion, and said he was a 
saucy impudent fdlow and would make him 
know his distance, and let him see he did not 
make such as him his compaiuon, with several 
such like scornful expressions. To which 
Mr. Paddle replied in a very calm mann^, " Sir, 
I bear a Commission so well as you ;" and 
then desired he would curb his passion, for he 
could not bear such abuses. 

" Upon that Captain Courtney flew into a more 
violent passion, and stepping back into the mid- 
dle of the room immediatdy drew his sword. 
Whereat Ensign Paddle (whose sword lay with 
the belt and scabbard about two steps on one side 
of him upon two chairs) got up and took hold of 
it. But before he had completdy drawn, and put- 
ting himself into a posture of defence, whilst the 
point of his sword was acarcdy eut of the sheath 
and pointing downward. Captain Courtney who 
drew first and was in a readiness, advanced on him 
and struck a forcible blow on Ensign Paddle's 
sword, which beat it up backward and so struck it 
out of his hand, pushed Entiga Paddle into the 
belly who notwithstanding ret^UOly got hold oi his 
sword again. But in the very instant as he stoop- 
ed to recover it. Captain Courtney closed in with 
him, and shuffled him down into the window ; 
where Captain Courtney had him under, with his 
left hand on Ensign Paddle's sword arm, and his 
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own sword pointed at Ensign Paddle's breast, bid- 
ding him deliver liis sword and beg his life. Upon 
this I left them, and made what haste I could 
to call a guard ; and on my return found Captain 
Courtney with both swords in his hands and 
Ensign Paddle asking for his sword, which 
Captain Courtney returned. After this a dispute 
arose about the difference, when Ensign Paddle 
told Captain Courtney that he used him very 
scurvily in drawing on him in the Fort and un- 
awares ; bat that now he was so good a man 
as himself. With that Captain Courtney said 

"D me Sirrah, what after I have given you 

your life and sword, you have the impudence to 
prate :" and immediately run furiously upon him, 
and catching hold of Ensign Paddle's sword, broke 
it in two pieces ; and then they fell to cutting, but 
were parted by Seijeant Wanton. Soon alter came 
the Captain of the Guard, in whose presence Cap- 
tain Courtney continued to abuse Ensign Paddle in 
very scurrilous language, calling him *' skipkennel," 
" sorry fellow," " just come from waiting at a 
table ;" and treated him with abundance of such like 
insufferable expressions ; though at the same time 
Ensign Paddle desired him to shake hands and be 
friends. To which Captain Courtney replied, he 
would not concern himself with any such fellow 
as he is." 

Matthew Weld."* 

* The other deposition is little more than a repeti- 
tion of the above. Captain Courtney was subsequent- 
ly recalled. 
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The troubles at Fort St. David were at last 
brought to a conclusion in April 1712, through the 
mediation of M. Hebert, French Governor of Pon- 
dicherry ; but the peace appears to have cost the 
Company a sum of 12,000 pagodas in direct pay- 
ment to the Eajah Serope Singh and his officers, 
in addition to the other charges and losses attend- 
ing the war. This mediation of the French was 
only accepted after some deliberation, as the war 
with France was not brought to a final close until 
the treaty of Utrecht in 1713. It may be men- 
tioned here that the fortress of Ginjee was captur- 
ed in 1715 by the Dewan Sadatulla Khan. 



Digitized by 



Google 



lJlJ-tt.3 HISTOBY or MABBAS. 177 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

GOVERN OESHIP OF ME. EDWARD HARRISON. 

1112-^13. 

During the troubles at Port St. David recorded 
in the last chapter, but few incidents of importance 
appear to have taken place at Fort St. George* 
In 1711 the celebratecf Danish Protestant Mis- 
sionary, Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh appears to hav6 
arrived from the Danish settlement at Tranquebar 
on a visit to Madras ; and in the consultation 
bookof the 13th August, 1711, we find the fol- 
lowing entry. 

" The Danes Padre, Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh, 
requests leave to go for Europe on the first ship ; 
and in consideration that he is the head of a Pro« 
testant Mission espoused by the Eight Beverend 
the Lord Arch-Bishop of Canterbury, and the rest 
of our Episcopal Clergy, and that our Masters 
were pleased to send out their money freight free, 
we have presumed to grant him his passage with- 
out paying permission money.'* 

A few days afterwards a member of th'e Danish 
Council at Tranquebar arrived at Madras on his 
way to Bengal, and requested that this permission 
might be rescinded, as a dispute between Ziegen-^ 
balgh and the Danish commandant whieh had 
been refeired home to the king of Denmark. Ac-^ 
cordingly the passage was veftided until the said 

23 
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Missionary had obtained the consent of the Go- 
vernor of Tranquebar. 

The following extract from a General Letter, 
dated Febniary 2nd, 1712, and addressed by t he- 
Board of Directors to the Gfovemor af?d Council' of 
Fort St. George, containing some further informa- 
tion respecting any Missionary proceedings in 
Northern India. 

" It is proper here to tell yoa that since the 
entire unfon of the two Companies, we act on the 
foot of the new Company's Charter, which directs, 
that the Company shsdl constantly maintain, ia 
every of their garrisons and superior factories, one 
Minister ; and that all such Ministers as shall be 
sent to reside ia India shall be obliged to learn,, 
within one year after their anival, the Portuguese 
language ; and that they shall apply themselves to 
learn the native language of the country where 
they shall reside, the better to enable them to in- 
struct the Gentoos that shall be servants or slaves 
of the Company or of their agents in the l*rotes- 
tant religion. That in case of the death of any of 
the said Ministers residing in the East Indies, his 
place shall be supplied by one of the Chaplains out 
of the next ships that shaH arrive at or near the 
place where such Minister shall happen to die ; 
and that the Company shall f]X)m time to time pra- 
vide School Masters in all their Garriisons and 
superior Factories,, where they shall be found ne- 
cessary. 

" We are further to acquaint you that the So?- 
ciety for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which 
is composed of many of the Reverend Bishops and 
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other Clergv» together with divers well disposed 
Oentlemen have addressed to us in behalf of the 
Protestant Missionaries (at Tranqnebar), to give 
them our protection and -encourdgement, and to 
permit them a Chwrity School or Schools at Mad- 
ras. They find it di^cult to get any English to 
undertake this service, but hope to be able to do 
it in another season. We have -consented to their 
sending three persons by this shipping, viz. Mr. 
Berlin to be a School Master, Mr. Adler a printer, 
^nd his brother. They are not certain whether he 
will reside at Madras, but wherever it is, he is to 
instruct children there gratis. They have printed 
some small Tracts in Portuguese of prnyers, the Ca- 
techism, and other pious collections, for the use of 
the scholars. We recommend to \^o\l to give your 
countenance and protection to the said persons, 
and other Protestant Missionaries ; and to supply 
them with a few of the Porti^guese Liturgies as 
jou find it necessary, and do whatever jou think 
proper tor the strengthening their hands in this 
difhcidt but honourable work of spreading the 
<T08pel atnong the heathens. iSome other requests 
they have made us, among the rest, that you 
-should be empowered to prtjfer such as they sliaU 
instruct, preferable to other natives ; which will 
be time enough to pronounce upon, whea we hear 
the success of their endeavours, and whether you 
have any and what objections thereto." 

About a year after receiving the alK^ve, Governor 
Harrison and Council replied as follows in a Ge- 
jieral Letter, dated 16th September, J 713. 

** The design of erecting a Charity School or 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



180 ttlSTOUt Ot MADilAS. nm-K 

Schools at this place is a veiy noble one, unA 
worthy that Honorable Society for Promotinjc 
Christian Knowledge. We will not only be ready 
lo adjust them with the power you have given us, 
but also with our purses ; and do not doubt but 
many of your inhabitants will do the same, if the 
persons they send out are of tempers and qualifica-* 
tions fit for the undertaking. But we hope they 
will be English and not foreigners. Tlie Danish 
missionaries have not wanted for our assistance 
on all occasions, thouj^h we must still continue of 
opinion that they spend a great deal of the Society's 
money to little or no purpose ; and though there 
may be some good men among them there is one 
very turbulent person, of whose principles you 
may please to judge, by his contriving the escape 
of Mr. Abendana's widow from her creditors here 
to Tranquebar, and marrying her though a Jew to a 
Christian by the way." To this letter the Direc- 
tors replied by the next ships as follows. " The 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge have 
presented to us, that they have not as yet been 
able to prevail with any of the British nation to 
undertake the Service of the Protestant Mission to 
the East Indies. But are advised to make an ex- 
periment of two Malabar Christians, educated at 
Tranquebar under the Danish Missionaries^ to be 
employed as masters of two Charity Schools, one to 
be kept at Fort St. George and the other at Fort 
St. David, subject to the inspection of yourselves 
and direction of our Chaplain at Madras, and of 
the Deputy Governor and Council at Fort Si» 
David ; aud desiiing we would approve thereof. 
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and protect the persons that shall be employed 
therein. We have promised to recommend this, 
lis we hereby do, to your consideration ; and to 
l^iye them all proper assistances for propagating 
the Protestant religion in the way they propose. 
We have also allowed the Society to send the Mis* 
sionaries three hundred pounds' value in pieces S-S^ 
and flfty-five reams of paper, with a chest of Books, 
a chest of Beer and a cheese. Freight free." 

We must add that the Charity School was not 
founded in Madras until the Governorship of 
Mr. Collett, the successor of Governor Harrison. 

From the two following extracts from the con- 
sultation books, it would seem that at this time 
the morals and manners of the Company's ser- 
vants themselves were very far from what they 
ought to have been. 

" Thursday, 2nd August, 1711. The Right 
Honorable Company's ServantSjFactorSjand Writers 
being summoned, according to an order last Con- 
sultation do now attend, and being called in, 
were severally checked by the President, for not 
fljiving their attendance at Divine Service ; and tohl 
that for the future, whosoever shall he absent on 
Sundays from morning and evening service shall 
not only be fined nine fanams to the poor but 
be under the displeasure of this board and be 
treated accordingly." 

** Monday, 30th June, 1712. Several disorders 
having been committed at the General Table, 
which we fi^ud to be partly occasioned by the absence 
of those persons in the service, that are of a su- 
perior standing and might awe tlie young ones 
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into better behaviour ; — we have thought fit to ap- 
point Joseph Smart head searcher, and live others, 
to take their turns, either weekly, or monthly, or 
as they shall agree among themselves, to be pre- 
sent at the Table, and to take care that no iude-* 
cencies or disorders are committed." 

We must now turn to the history of the Presi- 
dency. Whilst Fort St. David was warring 
against the Mussulman chief of Ginjee, Port St. 
George seems to have maintained tolerably peace- 
ful relatious with the Dewan Sadatulla Khan, now 
Nabob of Arcot. The Dewan sent Governor Har- 
rison the customary vest, turban, and purwanna, 
all of which were receive<l in public with the usual 
solemnities. It is a noticeable fact that at this 
time the authority of the Mogul was declining, 
whilst the distant authorities were become more in- 
dependent in the exercise of their power. The follow- 
ing story of the arbitrary conduct of the Foujdar 
at St. Thome fully illustrates this state of things. 

" Monday, 2lst January, 1712. Pier Zudda, 
Foujdar of St. 'Ihome, is a MooUah of the Serad 
Caste, which is the chief of all the Moor's castes in 
these parts. He is likewise chief priest to the 
Dewan Sadatulla Khan ; and has such an influence 
over him that whatever he says is a law, and the 
Dewan does nothing without his advice. When 
Pier Zudda visits him, he rises from his seat, and 
meets him at the door ; and when the Dewan 
goes to liim he receives him sitting, and frequently 
suffers him to kiss his feet. 

" This priest has his Jaghire in and about St. 
Tkomc to the yearly amount of nine thousand 
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pai^odas ; and has by his cruelty to the Portuguese 
iuliabitants of that place forced uiost of them to 
([uit it and retire hither, the Bishop among the rest. 
They found means by a Christian woman in Shah 
Aulum's Seraglio to lay their complaints before 
him ; who ordered Znlfikar Khan to send down 
a Perwanna immediately to the Dewan, command- 
ing him to restore the Portuguese to their habita- 
tions and privileges, and to see restitution made 
them. A copy of the said Perwanna was sent by 
the Christian woman to the Bishop of St. Thome, 
who sent several persons with the same to the 
Dewan at Arcot. But he received them very 
roughly ; charging them with accusing him falsely 
to the King, put them in prison, and threatened 
them till they paid a sura of moHey for their 
release ; withal obliging them to sign a paper 
in the Persian language without reading it, where- 
in it is said they own all their former complaints 
to be false and scandalous. This is a piece of 
roguery that we cannot forbear taking notice of, 
to show the weakness of the present Government 
under Shah Aulura, and the great power of Zul- 
fikar Khan, whose creatures the Dewan and Pier 
Zudda are ; and undoubtedly he has directed 
them what to do in this aftair. However the 
Portuguese are preparing for a second complaint 
by the same hand, by which we shall see if the 
King will exert his authority or no." 

In April the news of Shah Aulum's death had 
reached the Presidency, as will be seen from the 
following extract. 

" Mondjiy, 7th April, 1712. The news of King 
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Shall Aiilum's death being duly confirmed, we find 
the neighbouring countries round about us under 
a threat appi-ehension ; all the Poligars having 
long waited this opportunity to set up for them- 
selves, and assert their ancient rights and privi- 
leges ; and our Dewan, who is at present Soobah 
(Nabob) of these parts, being marched away to- 
wards the Tanjore country to raise money, which 
is what he chiefly minds, and neglects the welfare 
and security of the Government committed to his 
charge. We have just reason to fear advantages^ 
will be taken of his absence by the petty Go- 
vernors, to the prejudice of tiade and our mvest- 
ment ; and several considerable persons and in- 
habitants of Arcot, and other neighbouring plAce» 
inland, have.within these few days past sent con- 
siderable siuns of money to be lodged here for 
security against the expected troubles. Where- 
fore it behoves us to put ourselves into as good » 
posture of defence as we can, for the security 
of our Master's Estates, our own inhabitants, 
and all such as shall have recourse to oar pro- 
tection." 

It will here be necessary to glance at the eventa 
which immediately followed the death of Shah 
Aulum ; and we cannot do ao better than by ex- 
tracting the account sent home by the Governor 
and Council of Fort St. George, in iheir General 
Letter to the Court of Directors. It records som© 
oircumstanoes which have not yet been published 
in reference to the aecession first of Jehander 
Shah, and secondly of Feroksere ; together with the 
first appointment of the Nisam of the Dekkan.. 
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The first extract is dated October 14th, 1712, 
and is as follows. 

" On the 3rd of April 1712, we received advices 
by way of Golcondah that king Shah Aulum died 
at Lahore on the 17th February, after very few 
days sickness, and most people are of opinion that 
he was poisoned. All his four sons being pre- 
sent when he died, immediately put themselves at 
the head of their friends to dispute the Empire. 
Aaim-oos-Shaun, the second of the four who had 
the Government of Bengal many years, where he 
amassed vast treasures, was much more poweiful 
botb in men and money than any of the other 
three. For which reason Zulfikar Khan the Vizier, 
ivho was entirely in the interest of Moiz-ad-deen, 
the eldest brother, found means by fair promises 
to unite the elder with the two younger brothers 
against Azim-oos-Shaun ; a verbal agreement being 
made between them, that KuiTeh-oos-Shaun the 
third brother should have the kingdom of CJabul, 
and Kojesta Acktar, the fourth, the kingdom of the 
Dekkan. Upon these terms they joined their armies 
and fought a bloody battle with their second bro- 
ther ; in whieh after, a stout resistance, he and his 
eldest son were slain. Moiz-ad-deen, having gained 
so complete a victory, and being proclaimed king, 
the two younger brothers s«it to him to make 
good their agreement by a firmaun, that they 
might d^art to their several kingdoms. To which 
Moiz-ad-deen returned answer (as it is said by 
the advice of Zulfikar Khan) that he was ready to 
put them in possession of their several Govern- 
ments ; but that he would reserve to himself the 

24 
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Btamp of alt money coined in his f^gn, and tlie 
Ihiroy, — for which we have no word in English, 
but the sense of it is that he would retain a Su- 
pueme powei and command over them. These 
new terms enraged the two yowiger brothers to» 
ftuch a degree that they immediately joined their 
forces and invited the elder to a battle ; declaring 
that they would be either real kings or die in the 
dispute. In this second battle fell the twa 
younger brothers and their sons after a very shar[> 
engagement ; and it is said that of the youngest 
brother, who was a very valiant prince, had not 
been killed by a d^nce shot just as he had sur* 
vDunded the eldest, he had taken him prisoner and 
won the battle. ZuJ^ar khan having been the maiti 
instrument in promoting the intesest of Moiz-ad- 
deen, and behaved himself with wonderf^ eourage 
in both battles, he was immediately confirmed Prime 
Vizier and received other uniisual Honors, one of 
which was permitting him to h«ve a seat in the 
king'» presence. As soon as he bad established 
the Government he slew several great Omrahs^ 
who had been in his brother's interest, and im-^ 
prisoned them. After this he m^arched with his camp 
away ta Ddhi, having disgusted most of the great 
Omrahs, by the honors done t& Zulfikar Khan. 
" A2im-oos-Shaun, upon leaiving Bengal to go 
to his father Shah Aulum's court, left the Govern- 
ment of that kingdom in the handd of his second 
son Ferc^sere ^ who no sooner heard the death of 
kis father, but he imma^tely set up for himself, 
raising forces and coining money in his own name, 
and endeavoured to seize upon the king's treasure: 
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dn possession of the Dewan, hut we do not hear 
lie has yet effected it. The last advices we had 
from Bengal were dated the 26 th July, and give 
us an account that he was then at Patna with a 
iconsiderable army ; where he waits for Moiz-ad- 
<leen's son, who is marching agaiiist him ; and 
4;hey were in hopes the affair would be decided 
l)efore the rains were set in, but that we believe is 
impossible," 

The next extracts are taken from a General 
Letter to England, dated 18th September, 1713, 

" We wrote your Honors by the kst year's ship- 
ping the great Revolution that had happened in 
this Empire upon the death of Shah Aulum. We 
added that Prince Feroks^re, son to Azim-oos- 
Shaun that governed Bengal, had passed Agra with 
his army and defeated the king his uncle Jehandar 
'Shah,* which has been since confirmed as follows. 

" This young prince, hearing the sad fete of his 
father, by advice of an old Seiad called Abdulla 
Khan, whom Aurungzebe had given . him for a 
Tutor, immediately caused himself to be proclaimed 
king ; and with his father's treasure, and what he 
raised in PatnQ among the merchants of all na- 
tiouB, he got a pretty gx>od army altogether ; and 
hearing his uncle had disobliged most of the great 
Omrahs, by his barbarous cruelties and vicious 
course of life, he marched directly for Agra, near 
which city the king's army gave him battle and 
was entirely defeated, many great men going over 

♦ Jehandar Shah, was the tiUe assumed by Moiz-ad- 
^een on ascending the throne. 
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to Fcroksere's side. The king with Zulfikar Khaii 
fled to Delhi ; but Feroksere with his victorious 
army followed them close at their heel and sur- 
rounded the city that immediately surrendered and 
took them prisoners. Few days after they were both 
murdered, and Feroksere now remains the peace- 
able possessor of the Empire. He has made Seiad 
AbduUa Khan his prime Vizier and Gonsdeen 
Khan, who came over to him in the battle. Nabob 
of all the Dekkan country, which includes this 
Carnata, Bijapoor, and Golconda ; he has the 
character of a brave generous man, and a friend to 
the Europeans.* We have news of his (the Ni- 
zam- ul-Mulk's) arrival at Aurungabad, and ex- 
pect him to take his residence near Bijapoor, at a 
place called Burhampoor, where when arrived it 
will be absolutely necessary for us to address to 
him, because he has a very great interest with the 
present king and indeed throughout the Empire. 
Whatever we are obliged to do shall be managed 
with the greatest frugality. Your Honors will have 
heard from Bengal that our old friend Zoodee 
Khan came early into this new king's interest, 
and made a very bi*ave defence in Hooghly against 

* The father is here apparently confounded with the 
Bon. Gousdeen Khan (more properly Ghazee-ud-din 
Khan) was the father of Cheen KuUch Khan (Chicklis 
Khan in the records) ; and it was the latter who was 
appointed Viceroy of the Dekkan under the title of 
« Nizam-ul-Mulk, or " Elegulator of the State." Cheen 
Kulich Elhan, the " Nizam,'* was the founder of the 
greai independent kingdom of the Dekkan, whose 
sovereigns still bare the name of their illustrious 
ancestor. 
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a much superior force on the side of the fonner 
king. He is now rewarded by being made Dewan 
of all the Dekkan country under Gousdeen Khan 
(i. e. the Nizam) ; which is a very great employ- 
ment. The gentlemen in Bengal, who were very 
assisting to him under hand at Hooghly, seem to 
have their chief dependance upon him for intro- 
ducing our present to the new king. 

" Zulfikar Khan being cut off, there came imme- 
diate orders from Court to re-assume all the lands 
and villages that were granted him in these parts by 
Aurungzebe, in consideration of his good services 
in the conquest of the Gingee country. Accord- 
ingly the Dewan Sadatulla Khan sent us a sum- 
mons to deliver up Egmore &c., villages granted 
us by Zulfikar Khan on accoimt of the assistance 
we gave him with ammunition, and what else he 
wanted to carry on his designs. We have hitherto 
staved this business off with good words and 
pleading our rights ; and when the new Nabob 
(Nizam) comes nearer, we will endeavor to get oiu: 
grant confirmed. In the mean time, if any force 
is used to take them from us we resolve to defend 
them as well as we can. We are in daily expecta- 
tion that our Dewan Sadatulla Khan will be turned 
out, as having been a Creature and Vassal of Zul- 
fikar Khan. For which reason, we avoid pur- 
chasing his friendship in this matter by presents. 
" The new king Feroksere is a young man of 
about twenty-six years of age. He has the char- 
acter of being brave, prudent and generous ; and 
is the last of the race of Aurungzebe except some 
young children imprisoned in the fortress of 
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Gwalior, where when once they have entered they 
never came out, and have potions given them to 
destroy their senses. This seems to be the King 
for whom Providence has designed your present^ 
which leads us to couch upon that affair." 

The following extract from a Geneial Letter to 
England dated 14th October 1712 is curious as 
showing the changes in the trade which attended 
these revolutions in the Government, as well as the 
nature of the Native demand for the more im- 
portant articles of English manufacture. 

" In obedience to your commands we shall lay 
before your Honours, the best account we can 
get concerning the consumption of Broad Cloth 
and other manufactures in the Mogul's dominions. 
The coarse red and green broad cloth is chiefly 
used among the soldiers and ordinary Moormen 
for saddles, saddle cloths, sumpture cloth, covers, 
beds and cushions, for palankeens, carpets to sit 
upon, mantles to cover them from the rain and 
sometimes covering for their tents of pleasure. 
The fine broad cloth as scarlet, aurora, some blue 
and yellow is used for the inside of tents for vests 
or mantles in the rainy season among the great 
men ; covering doths for the Elephants and hac- 
karys cloths to hang round their drums ; for 
shoulder and waist Belts, scabbards to their swords 
and Jimdars or daggers ; for slippers and for 
covers, beds and pillows, and for palankeens. The 
embossed cloth is used to hang round the bottom 
on the inside of the great men's tents throe feet 
high ; for spreadings to sit upon, and cushions 
to lean against ; and for cloths to cover the Elc- 
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pliants and horses. Perpetuanos are only used 
among the meaner sort of people for caps, coats, 
and covering cloths to sleep in during the rains. 

" And now we are upon this subject, we must 
inform your Honors that at least nine-tenths of the 
Woollen manufactures vended in these parts is 
among the Moors ; the Gentoos making very 
little or no use of them. The greatest consump- 
tion is in the Mogul's camp, which when at La- 
hore or Delhi is supplied wholly from Surat and 
Persia ; but when at Agra, partly from Siu^t and 
partly from Bengal by way of Patna, from which 
ports the conveyance to the camp is easy and safe. 
But what is disposed of hereabouts is dispersed 
among the Nabob's flying armies in the Camatta 
country, Bijapore and Golcondah, seldom reaching 
so far as Aurungabad, because the carriage is very 
chargeable, and the roads are difficult and danger- 
ous to pass. When king Shah Aulum came down 
to Golcondah with his army in the year 1708 to 
destroy his brother Kam Buksh, we immediate- 
ly found a quicker vent than ordinary for our 
broadcloth; and indeed for all other sorts of 
goods consumed among them. And when Dawood 
Khan was formerly Nabob of these parts, he 
always kept a good body of horse in pay, 
which obliged the neighbouring Governors to do 
the same, being always jealous of each other. 
And among these horsemen by much the greatest 
quantity of our broad cloth then imported was 
consumed ; the trade from this place to their 
camps being very considerable. But now our 
Dewan, who is Subah of all this country, seldom 
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keeps above five hundred liorse with him ; and 
the Government in general being grown much 
weaker than in Aumngzebe's time, none of the 
great men keep up the number of horse allow- 
ed by the king, but apply the money to their own 
use ; and this has brought a considerable damp 
to our trade in general, but more especially upon 
the sale of your manufactures. Tor we have not 
only lost the camp trade, but the roads are become 
impassable for want of these horsemen to scour 
them as usual ; so that the merchants are discour- 
aged from coming down with their money and 
diamonds to buy up and carry away our Europe 
and other goods as formerly ; and we cannot see 
any likelihood of better times till the Government 
is well settled and some active man employed on 
the Government of these parts." 

We now proceed with the general current of 
events at the Presidency. The troubles which 
accompanied the death of Shah Aulum and Jehan- 
dar Shah, and the accession of Feroksere, had in- 
duced a number of wealthy persons to take refuge 
in Fort St. George. Amongst others came the 
Nauvajee, or Collector General of the revenues of 
Zulfikar Khan, with treasure estimated at five or 
six hundred thousand pagodas. The following 
extract respecting this individual will explain itself. 

" Thursday, 26th March, 1713. The President 
produces a Purwanna from the Subah Sadatulla 
Khan, wherein he demands by virtue of an order 
from Court, that the Nauvajee Collector of Zulfi- 
kar Khan's revenues in this Camata country (who 
came down hither upon the beginning of the late 
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troubles for the security of the treasure under his 
charge) be delivered up with the said treasure into 
the hands of Fire Khan his Deputy Governor 
at Arcot. 

'* The reason of tbis demand, we take to be, 
because the new King Feroksere has cut oif Zulfi- 
kar Khan and his father Assid Khan, and would 
now seize upon all their treasure. 

" The President further acquaints the Board that 
immediately upon receipt of the Perwanna, he sent 
it to the Nauvajee, with the slight intimation that 
we could not think of engaging ourselves in any 
disputes with the Country Government, by protect- 
ing persons employed under the King, contrary to 
his positive commands. To which he returned 
answer that he was ready to go directly to the 
Subah with the treasure, acknowledging the many 
civilities received during his residence here. 

** Agreed that a proper answer be returned the 
Subah, acquainting Mm that as the Nauvajee 
came here a stranger upon his master's business, 
we were under an obligation to receive him with 
civility and distinction, but know nothing of the 
treasure he brought with him, it not being our 
custom to search strangers. But finding him 
veiy willing to return upon the first summons, we 
had no occasion to use any compulsion ; and 
whatever he might bring with him be canies back 
under charge of the person that brought the 
Perwanna." 

Our next extract is a further illustration of the 
disorderly character of the times. 

" Wednesday, 16th September, 1713, The Pre- 

25 
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sid6nt acquaints the Boatd that Fleet Aynsworth 
writer did, on the 14th instant in the evenitig upon 
rising from supjier at the General table, draw his 
sword and made several passes at Thomas Wilford 
writer, one of which entered his body, just under 
the left pap about three Inches. Dr. ilobson being 
sent for and examined, declares he has hopes the 
said Wilford may do well bUt that he is not yet 
out of danger. Ordered that Fleet Aynsworth 
tvriter be kept under strict confinement till 'further 
order." A few days aflerwal*ds it was agreed 
*' th&t the said Aynsworth always behaved 
himself in a very disorderly manner, continually 
drinking, quarrelling with one dr other, for which 
he has frequently been reprimanded to no purpose, 
as appears by this last bloody action;'* and he was 
therefcffe dismissed the Company's service and seiit 
to England by the first ship. 

The following Will, which is entered iu the con- 
sultation book of this period, fUttiishes a curious 
picture of social life. 

"In the name of God, Amen, this ttiirtieenth 
day 6f May iU the year of our Lord one thousand, 
seven hundred and twelve, I, Thomas Saunders of 
Bengal, mariner, make this my last Will and Testa- 
ment, in manner and form following. First, I 
commit my soul into the hands of God that gave 
it, and toy body to be decently buried As my Exe- 
cutors shall think convenient. ' As for those world- 
ly goods it has pleased Almighty God to bestow 
upon me, I give and bequeath in manner and form 
following; viz. 

" To my Uncle Richard Saunder's Children, on 
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account of an adveuture wMch was lost i^ the 
ship that I came to India, valu^ed at one hundred 
and ten pounds stealing or thereabouts, sixteen 
bundled rupees, if they give no further trouble to 
my estate. Otherwise no more than the Law will 
gire them. 

^* Tq a slave giii, named Clara, her liberty, with 
all her jewels and five hundred rupees ; and if 
bro.Eight to bed within eight months and a half 
after my leaving Bengal, being the twenty-tlurd 
4s^y of January one thousand seven hundred eleven 
twelve, I bequeath untp the said child four thou- 
sand rupees and to be under the care of my Exe- 
cutors. A slave boy named Pompey I give his 
liberty, and five rupees per month during his life. 
A slav^ boy named Anthony, his freedom. If the 
said child that I bequeathed four thousand rupees 
dies afore it comes to age or married, then the said 
four thousand rupees shall go to my son John 
Saunders. 

" The remainder part of my estate I bequeath 
unto my son John Saunders, after my debts are 
paid. If my son should die I give my wife, that 
^as now Mrs. Martha Bingley, four thousand ru« 
pees, and each Executor four thousand rupees ; 
the remainder part of my estate after the said 
liCgacies above and my debts are paid unto mj 
loving brothers John and Eiehard Saunders. 

" I appoint executors to see this my last will 
and Testament executed* my esteemed mends Mr. 
James Williamson of Bengal and Mr. Charles 
Boone of Madras ; and to manage my estate to 
the best advantage till my son comes of age. I 
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allow my said Executors the power of remitting 
money to England for the use of my son, if there, 
and employing my estate to sea, if they shall think 
conyenient for my son's best advantage ; I put 
my son wholly under the care of my said Execu- 
tors till of age. In witness whereof I have here-, 
unto put my hand and seal in Gombroone the day 
and year above mentioned." 

Thomas Saunders. 

Our next extract will explain itself. 

" Thursday, 8th October, 1713. The present 
Nabob SadatuUa Khan, having received a firmaun 
from the new King Feroksere, confirming him in 
the Government of these parts ; upon which the 
French and Dutch have presented him each to the 
amount of a thousand pagodas or thereabouts ; 
and having lately received a message by a horse- 
man from him, that if we do not forthwith deliver 
up the villages he intends to come and take pos- 
session of them." 

" Agreed that a present be sent to the amount 
of about five hundred pagodas, and lodged in the 
hands of Sunka Bama at Arcot, to be presented 
the Nabob by way of congratulation on account 
of his new dignity ; but that it be a clause in the 
instructions to Sunka Bama, not to part with it 
before he gets assurances that we shall have no 
further troubles about the villages ; and this to be 
done as from himself, because we will insist upon 
the goodness of our title and reserve a right to 
defend them upon occasion." 

The year 1713 closed with a singular rebellion 
at Fort St. David. Our readers will remember 
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that Mr. Kaworth, the Deputy Governor, had gal- 
lantly conducted the defence of the place against 
Serope Singh, Eajah of Ginjee. They will now 
be surprised to hear that this same Mr. Eaworth, 
openly rebelled against the authority of Governor 
Harrison. The story is best told in the following 
extracts from the consultations. 

" Monday, 5th October. The President offers 
to the Board that the Method established by the 
Bight Honorable Company for carrying on their 
mercantile affairs, and for the Government of their 
Garrisons and Factories, has been entirely neglect- 
ed and despised by the Deputy Governor of Fort 
St. David, who has assumed to himself a liberty 
of acting as if he was independant of this Board. 
Consultations are neglected ; Paymaster's and Cash 
accounts are fictitious and irregularly passed ; and 
our strictest orders have been contemned. He has 
promoted and commissioned officers of the Garri- 
son unknown to this Board. He has considerably 
increased the pay and allowances of several per- 
sons, particularly in Diet money to the Gentlemen 
of Council, three pagodas per month each, and 
almost all other expences in general. He has laid 
out considerable sums in building, and has let out 
the Company's bounds to rent without our know- 
. ledge or consent. He has used the Company's 
merchants very barbarously, whereby they have 
been necessitated to seek protection and re- 
dress from this Board. He returns no an- 
swers to such persons as have large and just de- 
mands upon him ; with many other irregularities, 
which this Board ought not to bear with any 
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longer, lest the Honorable Company's affairs 
should be brought into irrecoverable eonjfusion. 

" The President fiurther offers to the Board 
several paragraphs of their general letters, as also a 
copy of a paper or protest signed by Mr. lUiworth 
and Council, which were read and considered ; and 
the Board came to the following Resolution. 

** That whereas the Deputy Governor in his 
name, declares our proceedings (in sending for the 
Company's merchants up hither at their repeated 
request) to be highly prejudicial to the Company's 
interest, and that of this place ; we are obliged to 
justify ourselves in as plain and public a manner 
as possible to our Bight Honorable Employers ; 
though we cannot but think it an inexcusable piece 
of presumption in Mr. Eaworth to send us such a 
charge in a general letter from a subordinate 
Factory, which is giving encouragement to those 
under him by his example to dispute and disobey 
our orders hereafter. 

" Agreed that a charge be brought in against 
Bobert Raworth Esq. Deputy Governor of Fort 
St. David, containing such articles as can be fully 
proved without any room for dispute. 

" Monday, 5th October. All the foregoing pre- 
mises having been fully considered and debated 
the following question was put : 

" Q. Whether this Board is not obliged upon 
the charge now read, and other circumstances con- 
curring, to remove Robert Raworth Esq. from the 
Government of Fort St. David ? 

" Agreed in the affirmative nemine contradic- 
ente. 



Digitized by 



Google; 



171J-^».] HISTOEY OF M ABBAS. 199 

" Q. Whether he shall be suspended or dis • 
missed ? 

" Agreed tinanimously that he be suspended, 
that his commission be revoked and superseded, 
the same to be signified in a general letter to him 
with orders for him to repair hither when his 
charge shall be delivered him." 

" Agreed and ordered that Mr. Henry Daven- 
port be commissioned as commissary and Provis- 
sional Deputy Governor of Fort St. David, to set 
out this evening, in order to receive the Govern- 
ment from Mr. Robert Baworth. 

" Sunday, 11th October. The President com- 
municates to the Board a letter from Henry 
Davenport Esq., advising us, that, upon his arrival 
at the edge of the bounds of Fort St. David, he 
dispatched Lieutenant Porrier before with our letter 
to Mr. Raworth, and a short one from himself. 
To which Mr. Raworth in a short time returned 
answer, that he would not allow him any authority 
to rule there by whatever commission he could 
receive from us. All the outworks were idarmed 
with the usnal signals for enemies when Mr. 
Davenport entered the bounds ; and when he came 
to Tevenapatam gate, he was denied entrance by 
shutting it upon him, and the officer's declaring 
he had an order' not to let him in. All the Council 
came in to Mr. Davenpott, exeept Mr. Riv^ard 
Harrison. Ensign Hobbs being posted at the 
Garden with a hundred men, Mr. Davenport sent 
to him "for admittance there ; but he sent word 
that he would obey no owlers but Mr. Raworth*8, 
and that if he offered to come into^the Garden with 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



200 HISTOEY OF MADBAS. [ITIS-U. 

any peons or, soldiers, he would lire upon him. 
Upon which, finding the whole Grarrison debauched 
from their duty (except old Captain Hugonin and 
some other of the officers which were confined 
before hand), he was forced to retire out of the 
bounds to a choultry about five miles distance, 
for the security of his life and the treasure he has 
with him ; Mr. Raworth having given out several 
unaccountable orders to some of the officers, and 
publicly threatened to cut him off. 

" This affair being debated, with the greatest 
concern to see a whole Garrison of five hundred 
men and upwards, seduced by some false persua- 
sions from their duty to our Bight Honorable 
Employers, and commanded openly to resist our 
orders which may be of very ill consequence 
hereafter. 

" Agreed that it is not safe for Mr. Davenport 
to remain where he is, considering the small guard 
he has with him and the threatening expressions 
Mr. Eaworth has used. 

** Ordered that he do forthwith return hither 
and bring with him the Gentlemen of the Fort St. 
David Council (that cannot safely return into the 
Bounds), to inform us of several neoessaiy points 
before we can come to any further resolution." 

" Monday, 12th October. A general letter 
from Henrj' Davenport Esq. and Council dated the 
10th instant from Monapa's choultry ; read also a 
private letter from Mr. Davenport to the Presi- 
dent ; advising that Mr. Bichard Harrison is as 
active in this rebellion as any officer in the Garri- 
son ; that the council now with him (Mr. Daven* 
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port) affirm that by the promotion of several 
officers and increasing their pay, Mr. Raworth 
has the majority entirely at command, and that he 
openly declares he wiH stick at nothing to be re- 
venged. They add further that he has held no 
consultation, since August ; transacting the Com- 
pany's affairs wholly by himself. 

" The President's private letter being wrote 
after the General advices^ that Ensigns Paddle 
and Handlon were come over to Mr. Davenport, 
and acquainted him that the Grarrison was in 
great confusion and most of them would follow, 
if they were sure of a place to resort to ; that 
they had received no pay for two months past, 
which is vety surprising to us considering that wc 
know they are in cash, though they have kept the 
account so lorig from us. 

" Agreed that orders be immediately sent t6 
Mr. Davenport to remain where he is, and see 
what the Garrison will do ; that a party of sixty 
chosen men be forthwith sent away to be landed 
at Pondicherry for a guard to Mr. Davenport and 
the others, against any sudden attempt of the 
desparadoes ; and that a protest be drawn up 
against Mr. SaWorth for this unwarrantable way 
of proceeding.'* 

" Thursday, 16th October. A general letter 
from Henry Davenport Esq. j dated the 13th ih- 
Btant read, advising that he has dropped declara- 
tions and copies of his commission at the several 
guards, which Ms had a very good effect and oc- 
casioned many men coming in ; that whole Gar- 
rison seem inclinable to retUm to their duty, and 

26 
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that he has now so many men with him that he 
is forced to draw towards Pondicherrj for assist- 
ance to maintain them. 

" Agreed that it be an instruction to Henry 
Dayenport Esq., and Council to avoid as much as 
possible coming to blows ; and not to attack any 
party or post, unless obliged to it for their own 
safety ; but to use all peaceable methods of re- 
covering the men to thdr duty, promising them 
full pardon and their arrears. 

" Agreed that Mr. William Warre and the 
Eevd. Mr. George Lewis be immediately sent 
down with proper instructions to persuade Mr. 
Raworth to reason, by representing the ill conse- 
quences that are likely to attend his rash way of 
proceeding." 

" Monday, 1 9th October. The President lays 
before the Board several letters from Henry Da- 
venport Esq., advising that finding himself strong 
enough he marched into the bounds on the 1 7th 
very peaceably, finding all the out guards desert- 
ed ; and that he put a serJeant with twenty men 
into one of the most considerable to protect it 
from the country enemy. After which he march- 
ed to the Garden, where he found Ensign 
Hobbs posted with about fifty men, whom he 
summoned to their duty. But they absolutely re- 
fused to surrender, and he would not force them, 
though it was very practicable, for fear of shed- 
ding blood. But while they were parleying, they 
were saluted with a twenty-four pounder from the 
Fort that fell within twenty yards of Mr. Daven- 
port. After which he marched away and took 
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possession of Caddalore, that was also entirely 
deserted ; in their way being open to the Fort, 
they were again saluted with a twenty-four 
pounder, which fell among them, but by God's 
good providence did no harm. 

" Agreed that Henry Davenport Esq. and 
Council remain at Cuddalore, endeavouring to 
save our bounds without committing any acts of 
hostility, whilst Mr. Warre and Mr. Lewis are 
endeavouring to terminate this unhappy affair ; 
and that they do set the merchants to work as 
fast as possible to procure Long Cloth and Sal- 
lampores/' 

" Wednesday, 21st October. The President 
communicates a letter from Henry Davenport Esq., 
advising that he has put men into as many of the 
out guards as he can spare from Cuddalore. But 
that on the 18th instant Mr. Raworth sent a party 
of horse to beat the men out of Condapah Choultry, 
who dismounted and summoned them within to sur- 
render ; which being refused they fired upon them 
and threw in several Granadoes, which wounded 
some of the men and killed one outright. The Ser- 
jeant that commanded immediately fired afield piece 
with partridge shot, which killed two and wound- 
ed three more of the attackers. Upon which the 
rest fled, leaving five of their horses behind them. 
The Serjeant being so near the Fort, and at least 
six miles distance from Cuddalore, dreading a 
more dangerous attack in the night, when he could 
not be supported, withdrew in time to Cuddalore 
and the five horses with him. Mr. Raworth just 
before the attack was made, fired three great shots 
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at the Choultry from Teveaapatam, which fell yery 
near them.** 

Friday, 23rd October. " A general letter from 
Henry Davenport, Esq., and Council, dated the 
19th instant read, advising that those who remain 
in the Fort and at the Garden with Mr. Haworth, 
are already reduced to such necessities that many 
of them wovdd get away if they could. 

" A letter from Messrs. Warre and Lewis, dated 
the 20th instant, read, advising their reception by 
Mr. Baworth ; that they had fairly laid all matters 
before him as recommended in our instructions. 
Upon which he desired sometime to consider there- 
on, and he would give them an answer in the 
evening, seeming in very good temper ; that they 
went to Cuddalore and returned to him about five 
o'clock, when he very briefly answered that pro- 
vided the Governor would come in person, he would 
immediately resign, upon condition that those who 
had been faithful to him (as he calls it) should be 
treated with superior respect to such as deserted. 
Upon which they desii*ed time to receive our 
answer, apd got his consent to forbear all acts of 
hostility till then. This matter being debated, 

" Agreed that as matters now stand here with 
the Nabob, and considering the necessary prepara- 
tions to load our shipping that are expected early 
from Bengal, it is no way convenient for the Pre- 
sident to leave this place ; especially when Mr. 
Baworth insists on such terms, as are impossible 
for us to consent to ; since it is no better than 
confessing ourselves in the wrong, and encourag- 
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ing others hereafter to follow this wicked and per- 
nicious example. 

" It was also considered that if the Nabob 
shoukl come to St. Thome, as is credibly reported, 
the President cannot come back hither till Febru- 
ary by sea ; nor can he come by land without pass- 
ing through his camp at his mercy, since he can 
have no body of men with him fit to force his way. 

** Agreed that a letter be wrote to Mr. William 
Warre and the Eev. Mr. George Lewis, requiring 
them to see Mr. Eaworth once more, and ofl;er him 
every thing that is in our power to grant, pro- 
vided he will surrender quietly without any further 
troubles or mischief. 

*' Agreed that a short commission be given Mr. 
William Warre to receive the Government at Mr. 
Eaworth's hands, if he should consent, and to 
make all easy, insisting only upon not seeing Mr. 
Davenport before he comes away hither. 

" Agreed that if Mr. Eaworth does not accept 
the terms offered him in our letter of this date, 
Mr. Warre and the Eev. Mr. Lewis be permitted 
to return." 

" Wednesday, 28th October. General letter 
from Messrs, Davenport : Warre and Lewis, dated 
24th instant read, advising that the two latter 
having been with Mr. Eaworth that same day, 
found him in much worse temper than ever pe- 
remptorily declaring that he would resign the Fort 
to none but the President himself. 

" A letter from Henry Davenport Esq. singly 
of the same date read, wherein he says, he is very 
well assured Mr. Eaworth will not deliver up even 
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to the President himself, and that there is no way 
but to starve him out. 

" Sunday, 1st November. The President pro- 
duces a letter from Mr. William Warre and the 
Eev. Mr. George Lewis, dated the 27th, wherein 
they say that though they must acknowledge 
themselves mistaken as to Mr. Eaworth's sin- 
cerity, they are still of opinion, the Governor's 
presence would soon put an end to all disputes. 
The foregoincr words being considered and debat- 
ed, and the President acquainting the Board that 
by the last advices from Sunka Rama at Arcot, 
matters are likely to be fairly accommodated with 
the Nabob about the villages, 

" Agreed that there seems an absolute necessity 
for the President to set out for Fort St. David, as 
soon as the rivers will permit, in order to put an 
end to the present troubles if possible before 
further mischief is done. 

** Agreed that a party of sixty men be despatch- 
ed away before hand to Pondicherry, for a guard 
to wait the President's arrival ; and that a hundred 
Pagodas be advanced the ensign to defray their 
expenses." 

" Wednesday, 4th November. This evening the 
Honorable President attended by the Bev. Mr. 
Stevenson, Lieutenant Eoach, and Messrs. Theo- 
balds, Bulkley, Maubert, Nanney, Langlier, Tur- 
ner, and Richardson set out overland for Fort St. 
David. 

" Friday, 6th November. A general letter from 
the Honorable President and Mr. William Warre, 
dated the Bth November, read, enclosing several 
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letters and papers the Honorable President met 
upon the Eoad, and advising that they have fired 
six shots into Cuddalore from the Fort in one day, 
but it pleased God they did no damage ; that some 
deserters daily came in, and that Henry Davenport 
Esq. has possessed himself of Condapa Choidtiy 
and Horse tail point, in order to facilitate the 
Honorable President's entry into the Bounds. 

" A general letter from Henry Davenport, Esq. 
and Council dated the 3rd instant read, wherein 
they acquaint us that they were in great hopes Mr. 
Eaworth and .his adherents, would by this time 
have been reduced to a very low condition for want 
of provisions. But that contrary to their expecta* 
tions, and to the promise made to the Deputy 
Governor from the Gentlemen at Pondicherry no 
ways to assist them, of which he reminded Gover- 
nor Dusivier in his letters dated 29th ultimo and 
3rd instant ; notwithstanding which there was a 
chelinga sent them full of provisions. They fur- 
ther advise the sloop, that was sent down with 
stores for Cuddalore, as she passed by Fort St. 
David they fired three shots at her ; but that she 
continued her course for the road and that Mus- 
soolas were gone off to bring the stores ashore. 
They also remit us their account cash for the month 
of October, balance being six thousand three hun- 
dred and ninety-five pagodas. 

" Thursday, 12th November. Another of the. 
10th informs that after the hopes they had of 
bringing matters to an end that they found Mr. 
Baworth the same fickle and unfaithful man as 
veer ; that they had sent the same persons in that 
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morning with such terms as they thought he 
neither could nor would refuse ; but were strangely 
surprized at their return to find he absolutely re- 
fused what he gave under his hand the day before ; 
which was that if the Governor insisted he would 
bring the keys of the Fort where he pleased ; that 
they had offered to venture into the Fort if 
he would permit Captain Boad to go in first with 
fifty men for the Governor's Guard. For which 
his answer was under his hand> that he would not 
suffer the Governor to enter with any guard, and 
several other extravagancies ; so that they can see 
no hopes of his being brought to better temper 
whilst he is able to hold out." 

" Sunday, 22nd November. Greneral letter from 
the Honorable Edward Harrison Esq., Messrs. 
Davenport and Warre dated 20 th instant read, 
wherein they acquaint us that having perused the 
Fort St. David cash accounts from April 1712, 
and by what they can learn from the Council &c., 
Mr. Eaworth ought now to have a balance by him 
of seventeen thousand pagodas, which they took 
to be one of his chief reasons for acting in 
this unaccountable manner ; that Mr. Eaworth 
and his adherents being eooped up in the 
Fort and in want of provisions are very un- 
easy ; that some desert him daily, but not 
without the risk of their lives. They add that 
•on the 18th in the morning Mr. Raworth saluted 
them in the Garden with a fourteen pounder j but 
afterwards made an apology that a drunken Dutch- 
man fired the gun, between sleeping and waking, 
that happened to be pointed that way j that on 
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the 19 th at night the President, being accompani- 
ed with all the Madras Grentlemen, went into 
Tevenapatam to visit the men posted there ; and 
haying been for sometime in the streets, they were 
briskly entertained from the batteries with all the 
gims they coidd bring to bear, besides their small 
shot, in the reach of which they happened to be ; 
but by Good Proyidence no mischief was done ; 
that tiiey returned them a Golyerin salute from 
Patcharee hill, which went through Mr. BawortlL's 
lodgings, as they learn from deserters ; that several 
of the men sallied from the Fort, but were warmly 
received, and two very dangerously wounded, which 
made them return faster than they came out." 

"Tuesday, ist December. General letter from 
the Honorable Edward Harrison, Esq. and Mr. 
William Warre, dated 29 th ultimo read, wherein 
they acquaint us that they have not as yet brought 
Mr. Aaworth to an accommodation ; and that they 
are fearful they must be obliged to consent to his 
going to PondLcheny to reside there and settle 
his account ; and if so Governor Dusivier is to 
give his parole that in case satisfaction is not 
given us in fifteen days he will deliver Mr. Ba- 
worth to us at Fort St. Gwrge.** ^ 

" Monday, 7th December. From the Honora^ 
ble President and Mr. William Warre, dated the 
2nd instant, advising but that that morning the 
Honorable President entered the Fort, accordmg to 
articles of agreement passed between him and 
Council and Mr. Baworth ; who received him at 
the head of his rebellious crew in such a manner 
as none hut Mr. Baworth could be capable o£; 
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sMiui^ ttb ^Ajrs concerned fdr the many ill acticmft 
he has ^on^mitted in this affair. There was A 
hundi^d and thirty men under amis ilk the Fort, of 
whom eighty Efrfopeans, who seemed to be as 
stout men as any in the Company's service. 
Every thing was found in cbnftwion ; which will 
requite the Ptesident's longer stay than he expect- 
ed ; as also to settle the Garrison and separate 
those he found in th6 Fort, that it tnay not here- 
after be m their power to act the Kke again/* 

" Monday, 7th December. Henry Davenport 
acquaints the Board, that he this afternoon receiv- 
ed a private letter from the Honorable President, 
dated the 5th, advising that Thomas FredericiL, 
Esq. arrived at Fort St. David that night ; and 
that the next day in the evening the Honorable 
President designed to depart thence for Fort St, 
George, expecting to reach the Mount to-mortrow 
night, where he desired the Gentlemen of the 
Council would go and wait upon him. 

", Monday, 2 let December. The following gene- 
ral letters read, From the Governor of Pondi- 
cherry dated 30th instant (new style) advising 
that Mr. fiaworth^ having publicly demanded 
their king's protectipn and passage upon their 
ships for France, which they cannot refuse him 
without exposing themselveB to their king's dis- 
pleasure* 

** The P^esidefnt likewise produces k letter from 
Father Tbomai de Poictiers, Capuchin of the 
Church here, whom he has employed at Pondi- 
chtnrf to solicit the Governor and Council on thii 
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affair ; wbeveia the said Father 'fkonuts adinses 
that one of the piincipal reasons why Mr. Kawoitk 
refused to come hither and settle his occpuut wltli 
us, was that he had seen a letter from a member 
of this Board to a person .at Eoit 8t. David, mo- 
tioning that it was resolved to have him assassi- 
nated. Every member now present solemnly de- 
clares, and offers to take his oath if required, that 
he never gave him any such advices, nor ever 
heard the Governor say any thing tending that 
way. 

" The Governor for himself solemnly protests 
before God tteit he abhors the very thought of so 
barbarous an action ; though he can bring suffi- 
cient proof that Mr, Raworth, when Deputy Go- 
vernor of Fort St. David, did more than once 
threaten the same to him. 

" It being debated what measures are most 
proper for us to take upon this extraordinary pro- 
ceeding of the Governor and Councils of Pondi- 
cherry ; agreed that we defer coming to a resolu- 
tion thereupon tiU Father Thomas returns from 
PondichCTiy.*' 

** Thursday, 24th December, Mr. Raworth's 
answer to the proposals made him in the Go- 
vernor's name by Padre Thome read which is full 
of notorious ftilsities and calumny without any 
manner of ground or proof and of a piece with aii 
the rest of his behaviour, and upon the whole it 
appears very plain that he will do or suffer any- 
thing rather than <;ome to a fair aocoimt for what 
lie has had under his charge. '^ 
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This exiraordinary afPair ended shortly after- 
wards in Mr. Baworth's departure to France ; 
and it is a singular circumstance that he died at 
Paris, just as the Directors of the Company were 
preparing to prosecute him in England. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

190YEBM0BSHIP OF MR. EDWABD HARBISON. 

1714—7. 

Before proceeding farther with our extracts from 
the records of the Governorship of Mr. Edward 
Harrison, it will be necessary to glance at the con- 
temporary state of India. Shah Aulum, eldest 
son of Aumngzebe, had died in 1712 ; and a 
struggle ensued between his four sons which termi- 
nated in the establishment of Jehandar Bhah on the 
throne of Delhi. Jehandar Shah owed his eleva* 
tion to the support of Zulfikar Khan, but his vices 
rapidly lowered him in the eyes of his subjects, 
and excited the religious hostility of aU who re- 
spected the precepts of the Prophet. A drunken 
sovereign, ruled by a concubine who had once been 
a public dancer, and frequently appearing in the 
streets of Delhi in a condition which but too 
phiinly indicated his vices, was not the potentate 
who could long hope to maintain his authority 
over a distracted empire like that of the Moguls. 
Two Seiads, or descendants of the Prophet, advo- 
cated the cause of Feroksere, a nephew of Jehandar 
Shah. Forces were raised, the imperial army was 
defeated, and Jehandar Shah and his minister 
Zulfikar Khan ware both taken and put to death. 
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Feroksere now ascended the throne at Delhi, 
and ruled the empire from 1713 to 1720. His 
reign thus corresponds to about four years of the 
Governorship of Mr. Harrison, and three years of 
his successor Mr. Gollett. It is remarkable from 
the fact that a mission was at this time sent to 
Delhi by the English Qoyernor of Calcutta ; and 
many advantages, including the disputed out vil- 
lages near Madras, and the Zemindarship of 'some 
viUages in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, were at 
that time obtained from the Mogul. Fortunately 
copies of most of the original dispatches from the 
English envoys at Delhi to the Governors of Cal- 
cutta and Madras, have been preserved in the 
Madras records ; and these documents throw a 
flood of light upon the intrigues of the period, and 
enable us to obtain a dear picture of the court of 
the Great Mogul. Thin mission arrived in Delhi 
in 1715 and left it in 1717, and thus extended 
over a period of two years. As it is a subject of 
impend interest rather than of local interest, we 
shall not incorporate the narrative embodied in 
the dispatches with the history of Mr. Harrison's 
administration, but reserve it for a fiiture and sepa*- 
rate chapter. 

As regards the changes more immediately eiect- 
ing the Madras Presidency, we may remark that 
•Cheen Kulich Khan, variously spelt in the records, 
had been appointed Subah of the Dekkan under 
the title of Nizam-ool-Moolk ; an individual 
who is remarkable in the history of Southern In- 
dia as the founder of the present kingdom of the 
.Dekkan. Our old friend Dawood Khan djtained 
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the Soubabship of Guzerat in place of Golconda, 
but was kiUed in a battle a year or two afterwards. 
At the same time Sadatulla Khan continued 
Nabob of the Camatic, and effected the reduction 
of the great fortress of Ginjee, which had been de- 
fended by the son of that Serope Singh, who has 
already been introduced to our readers as the Aajah 
who nearly succeeded in capturing Fort St. David. 
We now turn to the local annals of the Presi- 
dency. The records of the remaining period of 
Mr. Harrison's Governorship contain but few mat- 
ters worthy of interest. The reduction of Ginjee 
in 1714 is thus noticed in the consultation books. 

" Saturday, 9th October 1714. General letter 
from the Deputy Governor and Council of Fort 
St. David, dated the 6th instant, advising that 
our Nabob Sadatulla Khaa had drawn all his forces 
round Ginjee, and summoned Serope Singh's son 
to surrender, upon pretence of an order from Court 
to take possession of that place ; which he refused 
to do, and making a desperate sally with about 
300 Rajpoots, was very near killing the Nabob, 
having cut the harness of his Elephant with his 
own hands. But timely succour coming into 
the Nabob's rescue, Tejah Siiig, Serope Singh's 
son, with Mohabut Khan and several others of the 
principal men belonging to Ginjee, were overpower- 
ed and cut off, so that it is believed Ginjee will 
surrender in a few days.'* On the 15th of Novem- 
ber the news anived that Ginjee was captured by 
Sadatulla Khan. 

The following strange revelation appears in ^ 
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petition addressed by one Dr. Thomas to the Go< 
vernor in Council, dated 9th November, 1714. 

. . " The humble petition of Doctor Thomas. 
" Showeth, 

" That your petitioner's father-in-law Lewis dc 
Melho in his life time held a converse with one 
of his slaves named Ignacia near the space 
of thirty years ; living with her in a separate 
house, and entrusting the greatest part of his 
estate in her hands, and taking no notice of his 
wife or daughter. But upon his death bed re- 
penting himself of the ills he had done, he asked 
pardon of his wife for his ill usage of her ; and 
declared that the said Ignacia had been the cause 
of it by the power of medicines she had given him, 
and that he had delivered into her charge 2600 
pagodas in money, besides jewels and medicines 
of value. And he did appoint and constitute his 
said wife and daughter heiresses to his estate ; as 
appears by a certificate under the hand of the Rev. 
Padre Paschall Perciva de Cuntra. But now so 
it is, may it please your Honor that the said 
Ignacia refuses to deliver up or give any account 
of the said estate ; though it can be proved by 
witnesses that she has divers things of a large value 
as well as money in her possession. Wherefore 
yomr petitioner, in behalf of his mother-in-law 
Frandsca and his wife Isabella, humbly prays that 
your Honor will oblige the said slave to make a 
true discovery and surrender of all those things in 
her possession, belonging to the estate of the de- 
ceased Mr. Lewis de Melho, that so they may 
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have their right, and he as in duty bound shall 
ever pray." 

The Governor and Council ordered that the 
goods should be secured, but referred the matter 
to the decision of the heads of their Castes. 

Ou the 1st of August, 1714, died Queen Anne, 
and the crown of England thus descended to 
George I. The event passed off quietly and more 
than eight months passed away before the news 
reached Madras. It will be seen from the follow- 
ing entry, that the Presidency still kept early 
hours. 

"Friday, 8th April, 1715. The letter read 
advising the unfortunate death of Her late Majesty 
Queen Anne, and the happy accession of His most 
serene Highness the Elector of Hanover and 
Brunswick to the Imperial crown of Great Britain 
under the title of King George ; at nine o'clock this 
morning the Mayor and Aldermen, attended with 
the proper officers and a company of soldiers be- . 
longing to the Garrison, proclaimed his Eoyal 
Majesty King George ; and at noon there was an 
entertainment made for the council and all the 
chief inhabitants of the place, at which his Boyal 
Majesty, the Prince of Wales, the Eoyal family 
and the Honorable Company's healths were drank 
and guns fired at each." 

The following extract concerning the Capuchin 
Friars, is a curious testimony to their character at 
this time. 

" Monday, the 12th December 1715. " Ed- 
ward Harrison Esq., President of and for all the 
Eight Honorable United English East India Corn- 
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pany's affairs on this coast of Oorotnandel and 
Orissa, in the Ginjee and Mahratta countries. 
Commander in Chief of all the forces, which now 
are or hereafter may or shall be employed for the 
Service of the said United Company under thi* 
Presidency, and Goremor of the Port St. George, 
St. David, and CouncD. To all to whom these 
presents shall come Greeting. 

" Know ye, that the Eeverend the Capucin 
Fathers of the French nation that officiate in the 
Portuguese Church of this place, and others of the 
same nation and order at Pondicherry that formerly 
resided here, having made application to us for 
our assistance to justify themselves from several 
aspersions that have lately been cast upon them 
in France by their inveterate enemies, in order to 
blast their reputation and render them contempti- 
ble in these parts of the world, and having in order 
thereto humbly proposed the following queries. 

"1st. Whether the Capucin Fathers that have 
dwelt and officiated in this city of Madras from 
the first settlement to this time, viz. Ephraim de 
Nevers, Zenon de Bauge, Cosme de Gien, Jacques 
de Bourges, Esprit de Tours, Laurent d'Engoule- 
me, Michael Ange de Bourges, Eene d'Engouleme, 
and Thomas de Poitiers ; they or any of them ever 
behaved themselves otherwise than became their 
sacred function as Missionaries and persons in 
Eeligious orders, or whether they have given any 
cause for scandal by their deportment. 

" 2nd. Whether they have ever had any quarrels 
or differences among themselves, which obliged 
them to have recourse to our Tribunal for an ac- 
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commodation, and particularly Father Esprit de 
Tours with Father Michael Auge before mentioned. 

" 3rd. Whether the Capucin Fathers of Madras 
or those of Pondicherry, particularly Father Esprit 
de Tours, either now have or ever had any money 
at Interest or otherwise in the Cash of the Eight 
Honorable Campany our Masters. 

" 4th. Whether Father Thomas de Poitiers, now 
residing and officiating here, ever bought or sold 
500 chests of Persia wine, as he is accused of 
having done in the year 1713, or before or since 
that time. 

" To the first article we are obliged to declare 
that the Capucin Fathers above named, who have 
had the care of the mission in this city of Madras 
from the first establishment thereof to the present 
time by permission of our Eight Honorable Mas- 
ters, have always demeaiied themselves in so hand- 
some a manner, both in spiritual and temporal 
affairs, as to give no just cause of complaint to us 
their representatives ; their conduct has been regu- 
lar and agreeable to their profession, nor have we 
ever heard of or remarked any action of theirs that 
could occasion the least scandal to their order. 

" To the second article, we never heard, nor 
can we find upon examining our Eegisters, that 
any of the said Capucin Fathers, particularly the 
persons before mentioned in this article, ever 
had any difference, which obliged thepa to have re- 
course tD this or any other Tribimal here for a de- 
cision. 

" To the third article, we must declare it to be 
a notorious falsity that the Capucin Father of Ma- 
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dras or Pondicherry, or of any other place, ever 
had any money or effects at Interest or otherwise 
in the Right Honorable Company's cash that we 
know of. 

" To the fourth article, we know it to be very 
false that Father Thomas de Poitiers bought or 
sold 500 chests of wine in 1713, either he or any 
other of the same order ; and we further certify 
that none of the Capudns before mentioned have 
ever been known to b^ concerned in any sort of 
commerce whatsoever. In witness whereof, we 
have at their himible request given them this our 
certificate, which could not in conscience be re- 
fused. Done in Fort St. George this 1 2th day of 
December 1715, and sealed with the Right Honor- 
able Company's seal." 

From this testimony to the character of the 
Capuchin Fathers we turn to the proceedings of 
the Protestant inhabitants. The scheme set on foot 
for a Charity School in Madras has already been 
noticed ; and the following copy of the Rules will 
be found curious and interesting. 

" Rules for the better establishing and manage- 
ment of the Charity School, erected by the unani- 
mous consent of the Vestry of St. Mary's parish 
in Fort St. George, on the 28th October 1715. 

" That in some convenient place within the 
English town, there be proper accommodation made 
at first for 30 poor Protestant Children, diet and 
education gratis. 

" That the Scholars be trained up to a practical 
sense of religion, and be particularly instructed in 
the doctrines of the Chinch of England as by law 
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established ; and therefore no person shall be 
capable of being master of the School unless he be 
qualified according to the acts of Parliament. 

" That the children, whether boys or girls, shall 
be taken into the School house at five years of age 
or thereabout ; and be put out to service or ap- 
prenticeships when they are about 12 years old. 
And while they are entertained in the School, the 
boys shall be taught to read, write, cast accounts, 
or what they may be further capable of, and the 
girls shall be instructed in reading and the neces- 
sary parts of house wifery. 

" That no scholar shall be taken in, nor 
any matter of moment transacted, without the 
previous consent of the Honorable Governor for 
the time being. 

" That besides the Ministers and Church war- 
dens, who shall always be overseers of the Charity 
School, there be three others chosen yearly by the 
Vestry for the better management and more care- 
ful inspection of the affairs of the School ; and in 
order thereunto, that the said overseers (or at least 
four of them) meet every week at the Vestry, and 
keep Minutes of what they agree upon (if it be of 
any moment) to be laid before the Governor for 
his approbation. 

" That one of the overseers aimually chosen by 
the Vestry shall at the same time be nominated 
Treasurer to the School, and be obliged to keep 
exact regular accounts of the School stock and ex- 
penses ; to be laid before every Vestry, and before 
the other overseers, or any of the contributors. 
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when they require it at any of their weekly meet'* 
ings or otherwise. 

*' That when the Gash belonging to the School 
stock shall amount to the sum of 1,000 pagodas, 
it shall be employed at sea, or let out at interest, 
by the treasurer, with the advice of the rest of the 
overseers, and the consent of the Governor ; and 
if the money cannot be thus employed, that it be 
lent to the Church at the usual interest. 

" That all Bonds, Deeds of conveyance, and 
ether writs for the use and benefit of the Charity 
School, shall be drawn and granted in the name of 
the Treasurer and other overseers for the time 
being. 

" That all Legacies, Gifts, and Benefactions to 
the School, whether of money or other things, be 
duly entered by the Treasurer in a Book to be kept 
for that purpose, which he shall sign at the foot 
of every page. 

" That no part of the School stock shall on any 
pretence whatsoever be employed to any purpose, 
or in any manner, but what is agreeable to the 
original design and institution above expressed. 

" That in all difEcult cases and disputes about 
any matter of consequence, the overseers shall 
make application to the Governor for calling a 
vestry, wherein all such matters shall be deter- 
mined by the migority of the contributors. 

" That the aforesaid articles shall be the standing 
rules and fundamental constitutions of the Charity 
School, according to which the overseers shall al- 
ways be obliged to act. And therefore that the 
said rules shall be registered in the beginning of a 
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Book, wherein the said oyerseers shall enter all the 
subsequent orders and regulations which they may 
haye occasion to make hereafter concerning the 
said school ; providing that such subsequent or- 
ders shall be first approved by the Governor and 
Council for the time being." 

In connection with this subject we make the fol- 
lowing extracts, respecting the library in Fort St. 
George, from a general letter received from the 
Board of Directors about this time. 

" We understand that the Library in Fort St< 
George is worthy our notice, as consisting not 
only of a great number of Books, but of a great 
many that are choice and valuable. John Dolben 
Esq., Mr. Slchard Elliot, and others having made 
a present of their Books (which were considerable) 
to the Liljraiy, besides other augmentations it 
hath lately received from the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. We therefore recommend 
the care of the Kbraiy to our President and 
Ministers ; ordering that the said Books (such at 
least as are of value) be put up in dose presses to 
keep them from dust and vermin ; and that none 
of them be lent or carried out of the Library, with- 
out the consent of both Minsters, if two shall be on 
the place ; and the Books so carried out shall be 
entered in a book kept for that purpose, inserting 
the day and year when the person to whom it is 
lent on one side of the folio, and on the other the 
day and year when returned. 

'' And we order our Ministers to sort the said 
Books into proper classes, and to take a catalog\ie 
of them to be kept in the Library, of which they 
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shall deliver a copy to our President, and send 
a copy home to us ; and we desire our President 
to order two of our Servants, together with our 
Ministers, to examine the Books by the Catalogue 
once a year ; that is to say some few days before 
the Vestry is held and make their report at the 
Vestry. It would be very proper also to put our 
chop on the said Books in the title page or first 
leaf, to show to whom they belong, if they should 
any of them liappen to be stolen, and to stamp 
our arms on the coter." 

Tlie next extract refers to an incident already re- 
corded, from which it seems that at one time the 
Mussulman inhabitants contributed to the support 
of the Hindoo pagodas ; an arrangement which 
was finally abolished during the Governorship of 
Mr. Harrison. 

"Monday, 16th January, 1716. Petition of the 
Patau Merchants Inhabitants of this place, and 
several others that trade hither annually from 
Bengal ; wherein they set forth the hardship of 
being obliged, contrary to the rules of their religion, 
to contribute to the maintenance of the Gentoo 
Idols. 

" This affair having formerly occasioned great 
disputes and troubles, particularly once in the 
time of Governor Pitt, and again since the arrival 
of the present Governor ; at which time it was de- 
cided in favour of the Gentoo Pagoda upon ac- 
count of its having been a custom of long stand- 
ing, and that our Honorable Masters approved of 
M^at was done in the time of Mr. Pitt ; but how 
the Board being sensible it has occasioned a great 
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heart burning among the Fatan merchants afore- 
said, who annually import great quantities of rich 
goods from Bengal ; insomuch that we find they 
begin to leave us and land their goods at St. 
Thom^, where the present Nabob has granted 
them a Cowle with several valuable privileges, 
and particularly that they shall pay no more than 
2 per cent, custom : — it is thought high time to 
use all means in our power to make these people 
easy and prevent their forsaking us to settle at 
St. Thome. 

" Accordingly agreed that the President make for 
them a Cowle for collecting that duty themselves, 
Kanakapilla, of 25 cash for every pagoda, to be 
applied to the maintenance of their own Mosque ; 
and to promise them all manner of favourable 
usuge, and encouragement, if they continue to 
trade hither as usual." 

The following extraordinary story of a common 
soldier, who passed himself off as a Chaplain, and 
married himself to the daughter of his Captain 
without her father's consent, is worthy of preser- 
vation. 

"Tuesday, 12th June, 1716. The worshipful 
the Mayor acquaints the Board that Captain Wil- 
liam, having entered an action against John 
Mitchel in the Mayor Court for defaming 
his daughter and deluding her by a pretended 
marriage, in which he officiated himseli as Priest 
and husband. Upon which a trial ensued, and 
due proof being made by several sufficient wit- 
nesses, as well as from the said Mitchell's origi- 
nal letters ; the Court had respited judgment on 

29 
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account of Ms being in the Military service, till 
the pleasure of this Board be known, what punish- 
ment shall be inflicted in such a case. 

" The Board taking this matter into consider- 
ation, it appears that the forementioned John 
Mitchel came out a soldier upon the last year's 
ships to serve the Honorable Company the usual 
term of years. But pretending himself a regular 
clergyman in Hply Orders, and that he had serv- 
ed some years Chaplain of one of her Majesty's 
ships of war, but was forced to abscond and fly 
for these parts upon account of a debt contracted 
by being bound for a brother in England ; which 
circumstances inclining every body to compas- 
sionate him (though he brought no Orders with 
him) he was taken off is duty as a Soldier, and 
employed as Master to the Charity School lately 
established in this place, at a handsome salary, 
with all fitting encouragement, besides a recom- 
mendation to the Honorable Company in our last 
general letter. But since that time he has been 
guilty of many irregularities and scandalous ac- 
tions, altogether unbecoming the profession he 
pretends to ; many of which appear under his 
own hand, and others are proved by undoubted 
testimony, and particularly his unwarrantable ac- 
tion of marrying himself clandestinely. Wherefore 
the Board thinks fit to come to the following re- 
solutions concerning him. 

" That the said Mitchel, if in holy orders (as 
he pretends but cannot prove) has basely scanda- 
lized the priesthood by an irregular «and unheard 
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of way of marrying himsdf to a womaii« and ab- 
solutely against her father's consent. 

" That the Board is not obliged to regard him 
otherwise in this case than a soldier, enlisted in 
the Honorable Company's service upon the usual 
terms, and that he ought to be punished accord- 
ingly. 

" That however as he has appeared under the 
notion of a clergyman, and been entertained as 
School Master, it will not be proper to expose him 
to public punishment in the eye of the natives ; and 
not having wherewithal to make just satisfaction 
to the persons he has ii^ured, it is agreed that the 
s^d John Mitchel, Centinel, do give sufficient 
security for his good behaviour ; or else that he be 
kept under confinement till opportunity offers to 
send him off the place for Europe." 

Mr. Edward Harrison left the Madras Presi- 
dency on the 8th January 1717, upon which the 
governorship fell to Mr. Joseph Collett. The last 
months of his administration and the opening 
months of the administration of his successor were 
occupied by another of those strange disputes 
between the Bight and Left Hands, which furnish 
such curious illusj;rations of the character of the 
people. We have already brought forward the 
narrative of more than one of these caste riots ; 
but some curious particulars are recorded in con- 
nection with the present disturbance which are 
worth preserving. 

It may help the reader somewhat if we mention 
that inn}lden times the Chetties and Comatees 
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had separate streets and separate idols ; the Chet- 
ties belonging to the Left Hand Caste and the 
Gomatees to the Eight Hand. A Gomatee could 
never enter a Ghetty street except by permission 
of the GhettieSj and then he could not enter it 
in a carriage, or a palanquin, or even with shoes 
on his feet. A Ghetty was also prohibited in the 
same manner from entering a street belonging to a 
Gomatee. The present dispute seems to have 
arisen in consequence of a GoQiatee having pre- 
sumed to offer ceremonies to an idol belonging 
k) the Ghetties. 

" Fiiday, 12th October 17X6. A dispute hav- 
ing arisen between the Ghetty and Gomatee or 
Banian castes, about some ceremonies at their 
feasts, the former pretending that the latter have 
usurped several titles belonging to them, and per- 
formed some ceremonies before an image that they 
have no right to do. The heads ef the Eight and 
Xjeft Hand castes were called in, and acquainted 
that the Board is very unwilling to intermeddle in 
any business of this nature, which they cannot 
pretend to understand ; and therefore they are 
strictly enjoined to keep the peace among them- 
selves, and by no means to disturb the quiet of 
the place, upon pain of forfeiting the 12,000 pago- 
das mentioned in the agreement between the castes 
in consultation the 2l8t of June, 1708. They 
were further required to choose a number of per- 
sons out of the neutral caste to decide their differ^ 
enees without further delay by fair arbitration ; 
which the Left Hand side readily agreed U>, but 
the Eight Hand insist to choose out of their own 
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caste, and a number of Brahmins* besides ; which 
the Board judges to be unreasonable and therefore 
orders them to choose ten Brahmins for each party, 
and to enter into arbitration bonds without further 
delay." 

" Monday, 16th October. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that upon summoning the heads 
oftheComateeand Chetty castes to sign their 
arbitration bonds according to order of last con- 
sultation, they flew off from their agreement ; the 
Comatees insisting to choose out of all the Eight 
Hand castes, which are of their own side. Con- 
sequently the Left Hand would be over-powered 
by numbers, and therefore refuse to comply. 
Whereupon we were obliged to confine them all 
to the Merchants Godowns till they can come to 
some agreement among themselves ; the distur- 
bance daily increasing in the Black Town ; and the 
Painters of Triplicane, that had the Honorable 
Company's work in hand, having deserted their 
habitations." 

" The Heads were again called in, and the ill 
consequence of this foolish dispute fairly laid be- 
fore them ; but all persuasions being to no pur- 
pose, they were again remanded to the Godown." 

"Thursday, 18th October. Colloway Chetty 
appears as the Head of the Chetty caste, and 
makes an offer ef having the difference between 
them and the Comatees decided among the heads 
of all their castes in the country ; by means of 

* The Brahmins are the neutral caste ; they belonging 
neither to the Eight Hand nor to the Left Hand. 
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Deputies to be sent from hence ; which appearing 
to be a reasonable expedient, it is agreed to let 
the parties concerned have their liberty, in hopes 
they will come to an accomodation in this way." 

" Thursday, 2Bth October. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that when all things seemed in 
a fair way towards an accommodation between the 
castes, the following accident happened on the 
21st instant. 

** A young lad of the Left hand caste having 
done hurt to a Pariah woman of the Bight hand 
castes (big with child), the whole caste got 
together and came in a tumultuous manner to de- 
mand justice. Upon examining the matter, he 
ordered the offender to close confinement, promis* 
tag the heads of the caste to do them justice when 
it should appear whether the woman would die or 
live. They seemed satisfied, and the crowd was 
dispersed. But in the night, without any further 
provocation, they got together again ; and all such 
as serve under the Honorable Company and the 
English Inhabitants, deserted their Employs; 
such as Cooks, water bearers, coolies, palankeen 
boys, roundel men (umbrella carriers) and other 
useful servants; and arming themselves with 
pikes, daggers, and long staves, made a grievous 
uproar in the Black Town ; stopping all the water 
from coming in, and committing many other dis- 
orders. The Captain of the Guarcf^ with the Stew- 
ard and several others, were sent to them to de- 
mand their reasons for making such an uproar ; 
and finding they were headed by several peons in 
the English service, they seized two of the ring-* 
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leaders and brought them to the Governor, who 
are secured in irons till farther order. 

" The Heads of the Right Hand Caste are or- 
dered to go immediately and acquaint them that 
we will make any shift without them rather than 
submit to such usage ; and not a man of them 
shall ever be taken into servi^ again, if they do 
not forthwith disperse and return to their duty ; 
also to let them know that orders are given at all 
the guards to fall upon them if they commit any 
disorder, or draw near in a body where the guards 
are posted." 

" Thursday, 1st November. The Painters that 
deserted TripKcane, as mentioned in consultation 
the 15 th ultimo, on account of the caste disputes, 
have made some overtures towards returning to 
their habitations ; but at present insist on such 
unreasonable terms, that the Board cannot comply 
with them, considering that they ran away without 
any just provocation, and on purpose to distress 
us in our affairs." 

" Friday, 16th November. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that he has intercepted a vilain- 
ous letter or Cojan, wrote by some of the Eight 
hand castes to the Painteis that deserted Tripli- 
cane and now reside at St. Thom^ ; wherein they 
are encouraged to insist upon unreasonable terms, 
and promised to be supported with money for their 
expenses, in hopes of creating further disturbances. 
Those that write the letter are inconsiderable per- 
sons, but he hopes to discover those that set them 
to work. In the mean time all possible diligence 
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is used to reconcile those unhappy disputes and 
prevent future trouble." 

" Monday, 10th December. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that though he hoped all things 
would have continued quiet between the castes, 
upon a resolution formerly taken to have the con- 
troversy decided by ihe heads of them that reside 
in the country ; the Chetties have tbis day shut up 
all their shops, and called all the coolies from their 
work that belong to their caste ; and that he has 
employed proper persons to enquire into the mean- 
ing of it, wMch he will lay before the Board in 
next consultation." 

" Thursday, 20th December. The President 
produces a petition delivered last night by the 
heads of the Chetty caste, that have for sometime 
shut up their shops and refused to do any business. 
The substance of the said petition is, that they 
have already complained of the Comatees singing 
their Naggarum before the idol named Chindadry 
Pillarry (Ganesha, the "BeUy God") ;* and that 
their caste people in the country have heard of it, 
and threaten to turn them out if they suffer such 
abuses. Wherefore they desire the matter may be 
decided by the Brahmins (who are the fittest per- 
sons to do it) ; otherwise they cannot continue in 
this place ; and that a bond of 12,000 pagodas on 

* The Naggarum is the verse which is addressed to 
Ganesha *^ the remover of hindrances," before under- 
taking any kind of business or engaging in any afiair. 
Naggarum is properly the name of the language rather 
than of the verse. The complaint here made was that 
the Comatees recited their verse before a Chetty Pagoda. 
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both sides may be signed to stand to the 9aid Brah* 
min's award. 

** Agreed, that since the Comatee and Chetty 
castes cannot be persuaded to reconcile their "differ- 
ences by the heads of their owi^ or any other 
castes, the Board will on Monday morning pext 
hear the opinion of all neutral persons among the 
inhabitants, and endeavour to determine the matter 
in dispute so as will best secure* the ' peace arid 
quiet of the place. 

Monday, the 24th Becember, 1716. y T^e 
heads of* the Chetty and Comatee qas'tes being 
summoned made th^ir appearance, and a great 
number of witnesses were examin^ed concerning 
the ceremony in dispute, whether the.Comateei 
have a right to ciy Out .their Naggarum (Sanscrit 
hymn) before the Ohindadry Mlary Pagoda ,pr riot. 
Alter three hours spent in vain endeavouring to 
persuade them to come to some agreement among 
themselves, the Board deferred the affair tiU next 
meeting." 

^'Monday, Jfth Janufury 1717. The President 
(Edward Miarrison Esq.) being ready to emfearj: 
for Oreat Britain, proposes to the Board the best 
method that he can think of, after having discours- 
ed with all the principal inhabitants bf the place 
that are not actutally engaged in the dispute now 
afoot between Coinatee and Chetty castes, for 
putting an end to all future trouDle ; and the 
Board upon reading them came to the following 
resolutions, 

** That for anything that has yet appeared the 
Comatees, may cry out their Pennagundoo Nag- 

30 
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garum at their houses, feasts, weddings &c. accord- 
ing to Salabad, but not before the Pagoda of Chin- 
dry Pillary, till that matter can be decided in the 
mannier hereafter mentioned." 

'* That whereas tha Comatees did agree before 
this Board to defer the matters in dispute to 20 
Brahmins, which are the neutral caste ; ten of 
which to be chosen by the Comatees and ten by 
the Chetties ; though they went from their word 
next morning, and insisted upon joining some of 
their own Bight Hifnd caste, when they found the 
Chetties were willing to comply ; the Board diiiik 
it just for the Company's and their own honour, 
that the Comatees aiball be obliged to make good 
Itheir promise by referring the ceremonies in dis« 
pute to 20 Brahmins as before mentioned. 

" That in case of any foul play by the 20 Brah- 
mins that shall be chosen on this occasion, upon 
full proof thereof being jnade, the parties aggrieved 
shall have justice done them. 

'* That in case the Comatees refuse to comply 
with their first promise of areferenpe to the Brah- 
mins, the image of the Chindadry !Pillary Pagoda 
shall be removed to the great Gcntoo Pagoda ; and 
to prevent all future disputes the Chindadry Pil- 
lary Pagoda shall be shut up for ever. 

"That, whereas great numbers of these small 
Pagodas . have been eland estinely built without 
the knowledge or perxnission of the Government, 
and more are daily begun, which tend to raise 
disputes among the castes, none shall be built 
henceforward without the permission of the Go- 
vernor and Council. 
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" That no joolours for the future shall be used 
at any feast iii Madras, but the English, commonly 
known by thie name of St, George's colours, with 
a white field and a red cross. 

" That the Pedda Naik shall be Overseer of the 
Pariah caste, and take 6are to keep them in due 
obedience ; and that no other person shall pre- 
tend to summon or have any conimand over them. 

" That whoever shall hereafter presume to stir 
up the castes to mutiny or desert ott account of 
the disputes between the Gomatees and Chetties, 
or any other such frivolous pretence ; such person 
or persons, upon full proof being made before the 
Board, shall forfeit the Honorable Company's pro- 
tection, be rendered incapable of any employ in 
their service, and fined at the discretion of the 
Board. 

" These resolutions will be pursued by the suc- 
ceeding President and Council, unless any unfore- 
seen difficulty should arise to occasion an alter- 
ation in opinion ; and there is good reason to 
hope that all matters will be fairly accommodated 
by the Brahmins." 

** Wednesday, 8th January, 1717. Early this 
morning the Honorable President, Edward Harri- 
son Esq., embarked upon Ship ** King George," 
for Great Britain ; upon which the Govertiment of 
this place fell to the Honorable Joseph CoU^tt 
Esq. pui-suant to the Honorable Court of Direc- 
tor's appointment in their general letters by the 
last ships." 

** Tuesday, 22d Januaiy, 1717. The President 
reports that he has received .an answer from Col- 
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loyray Chetty and Collajstry Chetty^ to the sum- 
inons affixed yesterday at the gates to this pyirpose : 
Ijhat they )YO\ild not return unle^ we would oblige 
tte Oomatees to refer .the differences '))etween 
thj&m,to 20 ^^rahmins as /orxnerly proposed. 

" Agreed that ^although we had deteqnined, if 
the Chjet^es hi^d stayed, for our decision, to have 
referred the matter as they propose, yet that now 
it is not fit to mak^ such an agreement with them 
in order, for their return for the following reasons. 
"First,, the immediate coaisequence would be 
that ail the Comatees, . and probably several 
other tribes of the Right Hand caste, would desert 
the place upon oiir making such a conclescention 
to the Chetties, on condition of their returning ; 
by which we should be drove to greater straits 
that we are or can be by the desertion of the 
Chetties. 

" Secondly, such a condescentipn would so far . 
enervate jand weaken our authority, that we should 
never after ,be able to govern the several castes 
with any steadiness ; who would be ready on 
every occasion to threaten us with a desertion, by 
which they would govern us at their pleasure. 

" For^ these 'reasons we think it necessary to 
assert our authority, and either to force them to a 
compliance, .0^ take what satisfaction we can get 
out of their estates." . ...■,, 

" Ordered that the. Warehouse keeper, assisted 
by one of the board alternately, remove the most 
valuable wares belonging to the said Chetties into 
the Fort godpwn ; and take an exact account of 
them ; there being large quantities to a consider- 
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abfe value. . By wldoh meam we hope to frighten 
the Ohelties into a sttbitiksion, and ^return ; or 
otherwise to bbtain -some satisfaoiionout of their 
estates for the damages thatm^y aeorue to the 
Honorable Company by their desertion. 

'' Ordered that an Aitaehment of moneys due 
from any inhabitant 'of Madras, whether Euro- 
peans or others, to any Ohetties now deserted, be 
{^fixed at the Sl^ Giite^; With -a declaration that 
whoever shall. pay any .^ttch; debts -after 'this -publi- 
cation to any of the said Chetties, or their order, 
shall be obliged to irepay 'the same to the Honor- 
able Company.'* 

These resolutions appear to have brought mat- 
ters to a conclusion ; and the ^President according- 
ly drew up the following agreement. 

Thursday, «7 th F^ruftfy, -1717. " We, Joseph 
GoUett Esq., President tod Council of iPort St. 
Geor^, in order to detetiasine and put an end to 
the- differences which- hiave been for «om^time past 
between- the Comatee and Oh^ty castes, and also 
to prevent all.pubHc disturbance of the like kind 
for the future, do hereby appoint and order for 
determiQation of the^ present <M^f&Acb9, that the 
Comatee shall have the liberty of -saying' the Pen- 
nagtimdoo ^aggarum, or toy -6dier of thdr titles, 
before the pagoda within the PiUftny-or any other in ^ 
the Bi^ht- Hand istreets; and that the Chetties- shall 
have Kbeiity of rehearsing their titles, or saying 
their Naggarum, before any pagoda in the Left 
Hand strfeets. But that the Coirifttees shall not 
say the Naggarum in the Lfeft hand streets, nor 
shall the Chetties say thcfir NaggarUm in the Right 
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hand streets. Aud we do hereby furllier order 
that neither the ;Comatees nor fthe iChetties 
shall have the liberty of saying their Nagga- 
rum or rehearsing their titles before the great 
Gentoo Pagoda. And for preventing disturb-, 
ance of the like kind for the future, we do 
hereby forbid all persons whatsoever, building 
any new pagodas in any part of this city with- 
out leave first obtained of the President and Coun- 
cil. We do also forbid any flags to be used in 
the public procession and solemnities by any of 
the castes whatsoever, besides St. George's flag ; 
that is a flag with a white field and a red cross. 
We do hereby publish and declare that if any in- 
habitants of this city do on any pretence, grievance, 
or any differences amongst themselves whatsoever, 
desert theii habitations, and ^o out of the Honor- 
able Company's bounds, without leave from the 
Governor ; before they have applied themselves to 
the Governor and Council for redress, or before 
the said differences shall be determined in such 
manner as shall be appointed by us, and shall re- 
fuse to return being summoned ; shall forfeit their 
estates to the Honorable Company and be put out 
of their protection." 

Four days afterwards the tenoinatipn of the dis- 
pute is thus recorded in the consultation books. 

" Monday, 11th February, 1717. Celloway 
Chetty, Collastry Chetty and Mino Chetty, the 
heads of the Chetties that lately deserted to St. 
Thome, being come back again appear before the 
Board, and ask pardon for themselves and the rest 
of their caste, requesting they may be permitted 
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to live under the Honorable Company's protection 
and enjoy their ancient liberties as Inhabitants. 

" Agreed that their request be granted, upon 
their depositing in the Honorable Company's cash 
for 12 months the sum of 4^000 pagodas for their 
good behaviour ; and the heads of the caste sign- 
ing the law lately established* 

" Agreed that an interest bond of this day's 
date at 8 per cent, per annum be given to CoUo- 
way Chetty and CoUastry Chetty for the 4,000 
pagodas deposited as before mentioned ; and th|it 
the warehouse keeper do deliver them up all their 
bonds, papers, accounts and goods as soon as con- 
veniently he can; and the remainder of their 
money shall be paid them after the account of 
charges we have been at on their account can be 
made up.'* 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

ENGLISH MISSION FKOM CAtCtTTTA TO MLHI, 

1715—17. 

Before proceeding fiirtliisr "with our annals of the 
Madras Presidency, we shall devote a chapter to 
the consideration of an event, ivhich is not only 
iicteresling in connection with the eady fortunes of 
the Englis{hoathe-ooa«t of Ooroofiand^, bat whidi 
masks an epoch in the hisitory of all the English 
sc^ldMieHtsin India,— in Calcutta and Bombay, as 
well as in Fort St. George and Fort St. David. 
This event is one to which Mr. Orme and Mr. 
Mill have each devoted a page of their respective 
histories, but yet which we have reason to believe 
is but little known to the majority of either Eng- 
lish or Indian readers. It i^pears that about a 
century and a half ago, a mission was sent from 
Calcutta to Delhi, to carry n valuable present to 
the Great Mogul, and to endeavour to remove cer- 
tain grievances which affected the several Presi- 
dencies, and procure such advantages as could be 
obtained by bribery or cajollery from the Durbar. 
This mission was entrusted to two of the English 
Factors at Calcutta, Mr. John Surman and Mr. 
Edward Stephenson ; and with them were joined 
an Armenian named Cojee Serhaud, and a surgeon 
named Hamilton. These gentlemen remained at 
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the Court of the Great Mogul for more than two 
years, during which they sent frequent dispatches 
to Calcutta, and some few to Madras and Bom- 
bay. Copies of most of them however appear to 
have been forwarded to Fort St. George, and werd 
entered from time to time in the oonsultatioil 
books. Accordingly it has been the good fortune 
of the present writer to exhume these mouldering 
dispatches from the old manuscript records in the 
Government Office of this Presidency. We shall 
not however publish them in detail, for whilst a 
large portion refers to diseussions which have long 
since lost all interest, another portion is wanting, 
and could only be recovered by a collation of the 
reccmls at Calcutta with those of Fort St. George« 
We shall therefore simply review these old letters 
by the light of contemporary history ; combining 
our extracts and illustrations in such a manner as 
will best serve to render the narrative an interest-* 
ing picture of the times. 

But what were the times ? We candidly ex* 
press our belief that in the present day there atA 
very few who either know or care to know« Indian 
histories, whether of Hindoo or of Mussuhnaii, bi6 
generally regarded with a distaste highly flavoured 
with contempt. The reason^ of this is obvious. 
Our historians generally fail tHiogeikex to exoita 
our interest or enlist our sympathies. Many caii 
dwell upon the picturesque pages of old Orme 
with the liveliest emotions. There the intrigues and 
treacheries of Native princes derive a powerful 
interest from the fact that the genius of our own 
aountrymen, and pntdiance of our own great^gnmd* 

31 
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fathers, triumplied over all. Arcot and Flassey are 
to us still spirit stirring names ; and a host of rich 
associations still hang round the old Fort at 
Vellore, and the precipitous heights of Giujee. 
But who cares to read the history of Ferishta ? 
Who cares to peruse that dreary chronicle of 
Mussulman dynasties wlio have long since withered 
in their tombs ? We may yet exult in the triumphs 
of Englishmen over Mussulman, Mabratta, or 
Pindaree ; but neither Mill, nor Elphinstone, nor 
any one 'else, has hitherto succeeded in exciting 
our interest in the old wars between Mussulman 
kings and Hindoo Bajahs, — in old religious dissen- 
sions between Sheahs and Sonneahs, Vaishnavas 
and Saivas,— or even in those seraglio stories of 
murder and sensuality which pervade oriental his- 
tory in every direction. Yet the time has been 
when the annals of historians like Ferishta were 
the delight alike of people and of princes ; when 
every Mussulman throughout the land listened to 
the old annals of Grhazni and I>elbi, of Bijapore, 
Golconda, or Berar, with an enthusiasm only to 
be surpassed by that with which the Jew listens 
to the chronicles of the kings of Israel and Judah, 
and to the inspired traditions of Jemsalem and 
Samaria. Even the very names of places and of 
men, names which are a positive torture to Eng- 
lish eyes and ears, would awaken liis feelings and 
sympathies, in the same way that the hearts of the 
old Scottish cavaliers warmed at the names of 
Dundee, Montrose, or Killiecrankie. 

We believe that this evil would be remedied if an 
historian possessed larger sympathies as well as 
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a larger personal acquaintance with the country 
and the people ; if he appealed to the affections 
as well as to the judgment ; if in a word he not 
only familiarised himself with those differences 
which are the result of a peculiar history and a 
peculiar culture, but also with all those complex 
desires and passions, in which all men can sympa- 
thise because they are common to all the great 
family of mankind. 

The story which we are about to relate is one 
which ought to largely excite the interest of our 
readers. The year 1715, the very year that the 
Highlanders and the Pretender rose against king 
George, the two English Factors, together with 
the Surgeon and the Armenian, set out from Cal- 
cutta to Delhi. The character of the honest 
Factors is reflected in every page of their dispatch- 
es. They displayed none of the enlightened curio- 
sity of a Clavijo at the court of Timour, or of a 
Bernier at the court of Aurungzebe ; but they 
were shrewd practical business men; and they 
went out like members of a Chamber of Com- 
merce, eager to obtain certain privileges, which 
would not only redound to the advantage of their 
honourable employers, but to their own credit and 
reputation. In Calcutta they desired some protec* 
tion against the oppressions of the Nabob of Ben- 
gal, and permission to purchase more viQages. In 
Madras they desire to recover the out villages, which 
had been granted in former years, but which had 
been since resumed by the Nabob of Arcot. In 
Surat they wanted to pay a fixed yearly rent in 
view of the customs levied by the Mogul gover- 
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not. A few other simile ptiTileges tfaey desired 
lo obtain, which were of considerable importance 
in those days, but which would excite no interest 
now. In a word they went, not as political envoys, 
but as petitioners. Neither one of them had eyer 
been to Delhi before, bnt still they were not without 
Indian experiences. They had formed an exalted 
idea pf the wealth and power of the Great Mogul ; 
and they knew something of the character of the 
Ommhs or nobles at the Court of Delhi. Jaf- 
^er Khan, the Nabob of Bengal, was himself a 
good type of an Omrah ; a man who rose from 
nothing, by that happy mixture of intrigue and au« 
dacity, which is pecidiar to the Asiatic. Originally 
he had been a mere Tartar adventurer, who had 
rapidly risen in the army during the wars in the 
Dekkan, and had subsequently been appointed 
Dewan, or comptroller of finance, in BengaL At 
that time. Prince Azim, the grand wa of Aurung-' 
kebe, was Nabob or Su^^ of Bengal ; and 
when the sovereign died, Azim and his three 
brothers plunged into a war for the imperial 
throne. Azim was slain, and Jaffier seized the 
happy moment for appointing himself to the Na* 
bobship ( and this post he mani^ed to retain un« 
til it was not thought worth whUe to remove him. 
Towards the English Jaffier had acted the part 
of a petty tyrant. He had insisted upon searching 
their goods which were sent up country, and in 
levying exactions in that arbitrary manner which 
is especially offensive to Englishmen. This was 
4me of ' tlie grievances for which Mr. Surman and 
Mr. Stephenson now hc^ied to obtain redress s 
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and it was therefore eicpected that the inflaenoe of 
Jaffier Khan would be exercised to the utmost to 
impede the suceess of the mission at Delhi. 

But to return to the narrative of the mission. 
For some reason not explained, the hottest part of 
the year had been chosen for the journey. The 
envoys left Calcutta in April 1715, and reach- 
ed Delhi on the 7th of July, after a three months 
tourney. The report that they were carrying a 
arge present to the Great Mogul, secured them an 
escort from the Governors of the different pro- 
vinces through which they passed ; and they even 
travelled through the district of the Jauts, who at 
that time were regarded as the most dangerous of 
robbers, without meeting with any serious mis* 
chance. The day after they reached Delhi, they dis- 
patched a letter to Mr. Hedges, the Governor of 
Calcutta, from which we make the following extract. 

** We passed the country of the Jauts with success, 
not meeting with much trouble, except that once iu 
the night rogues came on our Camp, but being repuls- 
ed three times they left us. We arrived at Phwor- 
dabad the 3rd instant (July), where we were met by 
Fadre Ste))hauus, bringing two seerpaws, which were 
received with the usual ceremony by John Surman 
and Cojee Serhaud. The 4th we arrived at Baora- 
poola, three coss from the city, sending the Padre be- 
fore to prepare our reception, that if possible, we 
might visit tixe king the first day, even before W9 
went to the bouse which was got for us. Accordingly 
the 7th in the morning we mSiB our entry with very 
good order ; there wiag sent a Munsubdar of two 
^ousand Munsub, with about 200 horse and peons, t^ 
meet us ; bringing likewise two elephants and flags. 
About the middle of the city, we were met by die 
Seiad jSallabut Kbaii Bahadur, and were by hua eon- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



246 HISTORY OF HABEAS. [1715-17. 

ducted to the palace, where we waited till about 12 
o*clock till the King came out. Before which time we 
met with Khan Dowran Bahadur, who received us 
very civilly, assiuing us of his protection and good 
services; We prepared for our first present, viz. 1001 
gold Mohurs, the table clock set with precious stones, 
the unicorn's horn, the gold escritore bought from 
Zoudee Khan, the large piece of ambergreese, the 
astoa and chelumgie Manilla work, and the map of the 
world. These, with the Honorable the Governor's 
letter, were presented, every one holding something in 
his hand as usual. John Surman received a vest and 
CiUgee set ^ath i)recious stones ; and Serhaud a vest 
and Cunger set with precious stones likewise, amid the 
great pomp and state of the kings of Hindoostan. We 
were very weU received ; and on our arrival at our 
house, we were entertained by Seiad Sallabut Khan with 
dinner sufficient both for us and our people. In the even- 
ing he visited us again and stayed aboiit 2 hours. The 
great favour Khan Dowran is in with the King gives 
us hopes of success in this undertaking. He assures 
us of his protection, and says the King has promised 
us very great favours. We have received orders first 
to visit Khan Dowran as our patron ; after which we 
shall be ordered to visit the Grand Vizier and other 
Omrahs. We would have avoided this, if we could, 
fearing to disoblige the Vizier ; but finding it not 
feasable, rather than disoblige one who has been so 
8er\'iceable, and by whose means we expect to obtain 
our desires, we comply with it." 

On the seventeenth of . the same month, Mr, 
John Surman dispatched another letter to Go- 
vernor Hedges, from which we make an extract 
showing the farther proceedings of the mission. 

** We have lately sent to your Honor the good news 
of our safe arrival here, the visit of the King, and the 
civil treatment we met with, all which will without 
doubt be very welcome news. We have since visited 
several Omrahs, as the Vizier (Abdulla Khan) and 
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Khan Dowran, and Tucknib Khan ; where we were 
received with all the respect that could be expected, 
and gives me some hopes that all will end well ; but 
what gives me the most encouragement (for I am well 
acquainted these nobles, as long as they are expecting 
to get any thing are always complaisant) is that the 
methods we are at present taking is consistent and 
with the advice and counsel of Zowdee Khan. We 
visited that gentleman the 11th current, and met with 
the same treatment he has always given to English- 
men, with the highest acknowledgments of the favours 
he has received from- them, that as yet he had never 
been able to retaliate an^ of them, but hoped he had 
now an opportunity of doing something. lie pressing- 
ly advised us to do nothing without the advice, coun- 
sel, and order of Khan Dowran (and the main instru- 
ment of our affairs) Seiad Sallabut KJian ; that the turn 
of affairs at the Durbar obliged us to it. This, which 
he told us by word of mouth, he wrote me when I sent 
your Honor's letter to him. We are convinced he 
advises like a friend, and we are intent on the method, 
but at the same time very cautions, how we any ways 
disoblige the Vizier ; we being very sure that Zowdee 
Khan was very intimate there, sent and advised him 
when we intended to visit, that he would use his 
interest for our better reception, intending to manage 
the Durbar by his means. He assured us that we 
might be satisfied as to the important Durbar. The 
good prospect we have of our afiPairs makes Cojee Ser- 
haud very good humoured, and at present tractable, 
in hopes he shall obtain his promised reward and con- 
sidered that every tiling is come to its crisis. I take 
particular care that he remains so, and as much as 
possible persuade every one with me to do the like ; 
which I fear gains me but little good will. But as 
passion must now be curbed, except we expect to be 
laughed at, we must be very circumspect m our ac- 
tions and counsels." 

Three days afterwards Mr. Surman and Mr. 
Stephenson dispatched another letter to Governor 
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Hedges, complaining of the invalidity of their let* 
ters of credit, and the difficulty they had in ob- 
taining money, which they felt to be the main- 
spring of their negociations. But before follow- 
ing the course of their proceedings, it may be as 
well to glance at the contemporary state of the 
court at Delhi. 

The Moguls were Mussulmans, but they were 
altogether a different race from the first Mahomme- 
dan conquerors of Asia. They were Tartars, whilst 
their predecessors were Arabs or Afghans. During 
the Afghan period the Mussulmans had establish- 
ed several large and independent kingdoms both in 
Hindustan and the Dekkan. During the Mogul 
period, these independent kingdoms were brought 
under the supremacy of one sovereign— the great 
Mogul who reigned at Delhi. The Afghan supre- 
macy dates back to l^e time of William the con- 
queror. The Mogul period only commenced in the 
sixteenth century, about the time of Henry VIII. 
It reached its zenith in the reign of Aurungzebe, 
who conquered the last Afghan dynasties in the 
Dekkan, and who died inl707, after having flourish- 
ed from the time of Oliver Cromwell to that of 
Queen Anne. But at the very moment when the 
power of Aurungzebe seemed to extend from the 
Himalayas to Comorin, a new enemy had arisen. 
The old Hindoo nationality flashed out in the Mah^ 
rattas, and the Mahrattas resisted Aurungzebe until 
the day of his death. From that hour the Mogul 
empire was on the decline. It became a {Nrey to 
disorders of every kind, to wars without and wars 
within. It was threatened by the Sikhs on one side, 
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and by the Malirattas on the other « Meantime 
the country was desolated by internal struggles. 
No sooner had Aurungzebe departed this life than 
his sons plunged into a desperate conflict for the 
throne, which terminated in the death of all save 
his fortunate successor and survivor Shah Aulum. 
The latter died in 1712, and then another conflict 
arose between his sons, which likewise terminated 
in the death of all, save a drunken and depraved 
wretch named Jehandar ShaL The new sovereign 
was even too bad for Delhi. A sort of religious re- 
volution was got up by two Seiads, or descendants 
of the Prophet, who were brothers ; and after 
linother desperate struggle Feroksere, a nephew of 
Jehandar Shah, was placed upon the throne. 

Feroksere was thus the reigning sovereign when 
the English mission arrived at Delhi. His great 
aim was to escape from the thraldom of the two 
Seiads, through whom he had obtained the empire. 
These two Seiads had been amply rewarded. Their 
names were Abdulla and Hussein. Abdulla was 
made Vizier, and Hussein was made Bukshi, or 
paymaster of the forces. We may add that the 
Omrahs of the Court were as ready as their royal 
master to procure the rain of the two Seiads. 
Amongst these must be especially mentioned a 
particular favourite of the king, named Emir Jum* 
ia. But as we shall see, all their machinations and 
intrigues were defeated by the energy and genius^ 
of Hussein. 

It will have been seen by the extracts already 
made from the despatches, that the great friend of 
ihe English at the court was an Omrah named 

32 
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Zowdee Khan, the same who had carried on an 
amicable correspondence with Mr. Pitt, the former 
Governor of Madras. By his advice, the envoys 
endeavoured to obtain the favour both of Ab* 
dulla, the Vizier, and of a powerful nobleman 
named Khan Dowran. But Khan Dowran was a 
strong supporter of Emir Jumla, and a great 
enemy of the Vizier. This circumstance, and 
others which will be presently noticed, served to 
delay the negociation of the English envoys for a 
very considerable period. 

The intrigues against the two Seiads were in 
full play at the moment of the arrival of the mis- 
sion at Delhi. Emir Jumla had made an effort to 
separate the brothers, but without inflicting any 
blow upon their power. Hussein had been raised 
to the rank of Commander-in-Chief, ajid sent to 
reduce Ajeet Sing, Eajah of Marwar ; — a Kegpoot 
prince, who had rebelled during the recent trou- 
bles, and had likewise distinguished himself by 
destroying Mussulman mosques and erecting 
Hindoo pagodas. The Court party however was 
not ashamed to intrigue with this worshipper of 
idols. Accordingly, private advices were sent to the 
Bajah, assuring him that the king Feroksere would 
be infinitely obliged to him, if he would use his 
best exertions to resist Hussein. But this little 
plot proved a failure. Hussein triumphed over the 
Kfgah, and the Bajah did not deem it expedient to 
sacrifice himself for the good of the Court party* 
Terms were concluded between the two in a man- 
ner worthy of a passing notice. Notwithstanding 
the influence of caste prejudices, it had been the 
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fashion throughout all the later conflicts between 
Mussulman and Hindoo/to cement every peace 
by a royal manriage ; that is, the defeated Eajah 
was persuaded, or constrained, to give one of his 
own blooming daughters as a bride to the Mussul- 
man sovereign. This custom was followed on the 
present occasion ; and the Bajah Ajeet Sing gave 
not only a large peiscush, but promised also to 
give his youthful daughter to the king Feroksere. 
Hussein hurried back to Delhi with the welcome 
news, and was once again all powerful at court ; 
and Emir Jumla was compelled to retire to Patna 
and undertake the Government of Bahar. Ferok- 
sere however still fretted under the domination of 
the Seiads, and meditated upon the best means of 
escaping from the constraint they imposed. At this 
juncture Hussein obtained the appointment of Vice- 
roy of the Dekkan ; and about the same time the 
English Factors reached Delhi and were admitted to 
an audience. Three days afterwards however, they 
were astonished by the news that Feroksere had 
left Delhi ; but the following extract from a letter 
which they addressed to Governor Harrison at 
Madras on 4th August, 1715, will sufficiently ex- 
plain the state of affairs. 

" Three days after our arrival here, the king left the 
city, under pretence of visiting a sacred place, about 6 
coss from thence. But the true reason (we are of 
opinion) was to clear himself of a kind of confinement, 
which he thought ho suffered whilst in the Fort. After- 
wards on the petition of his Omrahs to return to the 
city, the time of the rains being improper for travel- 
ling, he showed himself resolv^ to proceed either to 
Lahore or Ajmeer. Neitlier could all the aiguments 
used avert his intended journey. This startled us, 
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and oonsiderinp; with how great trouble and risk we 
had brought the present thus far, and how to earry it 
on at this time of the year, we were something at a 
stand. At last we concluded to give the gross of our 
present in, notwithstanding the king was abroad. 
But in delivering some of the fine clocks, they were 
ordered to be returned and kept in good order till he 
came back to the city, he having now determined 
only to visit a sacred place about 40 coss from Delhi ; 
after which he would return. This stopped our pre- 
senting the remainder of our goods, but we concluded 
that it was necessary to attend his Majesty in this 
toiu-. We now continue in the camp, leaving Mr. 
Stephenson and Mr. Philips to take care of what goods 
remain in the city ; and m case that the king should 
proceed further, that they may concert measures to 
bring the goods after us. We are in this interval 
preparing petitions to be delivered to his Majesty, 
hoping we shall do something for our Honorable 
Masters that has not been yet obtained. The patro- 
nage and management of this negotiation is m the 
hands of the greatest favourite at Court, Khan Dow- 
ran, and under him Seiad Sallabut Khan. Withal, we 
being no ways iinmindful of an old friend Zowdee 
Khan, without whose advice, we enter upon nothing. 
But he being at present in so low a station is not 
aUe to obtain the King^s ear. However we are 
satified that in whatever lies in his power, he does and 
will assist us, but particularly in the Vizier's Durbar, 

Hussein Ali Khan Bahadur Ameer-ulOmrah is late, 
ly gone into the Dekkan country, having the entire 
command of all that part of his kingdom. Your 
Honors have undoubtedly heard how great he has 
made himself even to vie with the command of his 
imperial Majesty, as lateljr appeared in the disputes 
between himself and Erair Jumla whilst at Court, 
when he obliged his antagonist, contrary to the Kine's 
desires, to remove from Court to Patna, whereby 
through the interest of Hussein, and hi% own mis- 
management, he is quite ruined. Wherefore we hum- 
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bl^ reo<»ninend a very good oorrepondenee withHufi- 
sem. Otherwise, whatever we shall be able to do here 
will be of very little service before him." 

Another pleasant intrigue awaited Hussein All 
in the Dekkan. Emir Jumla had been sent to 
Fatna to undertake the Government of Bahar, at 
the time that Hussein had set out for the Dekkan. 
Before leaving Delhi, Hussein had assured the king, 
that if any mischief were aimed at his brother 
Abdulla, he would be at Delhi within twenty days 
to avenge him. But the blow was aimed not at 
Abdulla but at Hussein. Our old friend Dawood 
Khan had been appointed Govenior of Guzerat ; 
and he was instructed to pick a quarrel with 
Hussein and cut him off if possible. The further 
progress of affnirs is fully illustrated in the dis- 
patches. On the 31st August, 1715, Messrs. 
Surnam and Stephenson wrote as follows. 

" We have advioes here that HnsseiD Ali Khan and 
Dawood Khan are come to a rupture in Barrampore, 
BO that it is likely a battle will ensue, the latter having 
engaged many oa the Dekkan ooimtr^ to his party. 
It is whispered at this Court that this is a design laid 
to invcdve Hussein Ali Khan in trouble, and retrench 
his grandeur which of late has not been very pleasing. 

•* The king proceeding no further than Panipul^* 
returned to the city on the 15th, but beins a little dis- 
ordered in his health hta not made any puolic appear- 
ance. So that we have not had an opportunity to 

* The shrine of a Mahommedan saint of great re- 
pute, and famous in history as the scene of two of the 
greatest battles ever fought in India ; viz. that which 
overturned the Afghan dynasty and established the 
Mogul emperors in 1525 ; and that which nearly crush- 
ed &e Manrattas in 1761. 
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deliver the remaining part of our present, or commence 
our negotiation, which shall be done by the Istproxm." 

On the 6th of October, the envoys wrote to Go- 
vernor Hedges as follows. 

*' We designed to have presented our petition on 
the first good opportunity ; but his Majesly's indispo- 
sition continuing, and Mr. Hamilton having undertaken 
to cure him, it has been thought advisable b^r our 
friends, as well as by ourselves, to defer delivering it 
till such time as it shall please God that his Majesty 
in some measure returns to his former state of heiJth. 
Which advice, we intend to follow, considering that, 
whilst he is in so much pain, it can be but a very in- 
different opportimity to b^ favours of him. The 
first distemper the Doctor took him in hand for, was 
swelling in his groin, which thanks be to God he is 
in a fair way of curing ; but within these few days 
last past he has been taken with a violent pain, which 
is likely to come to a fistula ; it hinders nis Majesty 
from coming out, so naturally puts a stop to all man- 
ner of business, wherefore must have patience perforce. 

*' Yoiu: Honors will have heard of the death of Da- 
wood Khan in the Dekkan, slain in a battle with 
Hussein AIL (This was a desperate conflict, in 
which a matchlock ball struck Dawood at the 
moment when victory had declared on his side.) 
This has given a great deal of uneasiness to this 
court, it being quite otherwise laid by the king 
and his favourites ; and that which was designed for 
Hussein Ali's niin, has proved a great addition to 
his former glories. The king at first seemed to resent 
it to his orother Abdulla, who not taking it so 
patiently, as he expected, he has altered his resolution 
to sending Hussein Ali Khan a Seerpaw and other 
marks of nivour. We have advised in our letters to 
the Governor and Council of Madras to have particular 
regard to the friendships of that great Omrah ; other- 
wise whatever we shall be able to do here for that 
coast will be of little service, unless backed with his 
favour." 
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The dispatches are here silent upon a point of 
considerabJe interest. The king laboured under a 
disease, which was not only painful in itself, but 
which prevented him from completing his marriage 
with the daughter of the defeated Rajah. After 
some months Dr. Hamilton succeeded in curing 
him ; and according to the popular stoiy the gra- 
titude of the sovereign was unbounded. Ferok- 
sere is said to have promised to grant any favour 
which Dr. Hamilton chose to ask ; and we are 
told that the generous surgeon requested no re- 
wards for himself, but simply asked that the re- 
quisitions of the Company might be complied 
with. The king it is added, immediately granted 
this favour, and also directed that all the fees of 
office should be remitted. No such story however 
appears in the dispatches ; nor indeed is it likely 
that the envoys would have given prominence to 
a fact, which was calculated to deprive them of all 
the personal credit which would otherwise have 
accrued from their successful negociations. The 
following extract of a letter to Governor Hedges, 
dated 7th December, 1715, contains all they had 
to say upon the matter. 

*• We write your Honors the welcome news of the 
Kings recovery. As a clear demonstration to the 
world, he washed himself the 23rd idtimo, and accord- 
ingly received the congratulations of the whole court. 
As a reward for Mr. Hamilton's care and success, the 
King was pleased on the 30th to give him in public viz. 
a vest, a ciUgee set with precious stones, two diamond 
rings, an Elephant, horse, and 5000 rupees ; besides 
ordering at the same time all his small instruments to 
be made in gold, with gold buttons for his coat and 
waist coat, and brushes set with jewels. The same 
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cUy Cojee Serhaud received an Elejihaiit and vest as 
a reward for his attendance on this occasion. 

•* We have esteemed this as a particular happiness, 
and ho^w it will prove ominous to the success of oivc 
affairs, it being the only thins that detained us hither- 
to from delivering our gener^ petition. So pursuant 
to the orders we received from Khan Dowran, the 
King^s recovery was succeeded by the giving in the 
remainder of our present (reserving a small part only 
till the ceremony of his marriage should be over) ; 
and then delivered our wtition to Khan Dowran, by 
his means to be introauced to his Majesty. Seiad 
SaUabat K^han, who has all along managed our affairs 
under Khan Dowran, being at that instant, and 
some time before much indisnosed, we were obliged 
to carry it ourselves ; not without taking care to lutve 
his recommendation annexed. Since the delivery 
Cojee Serhaud has been frequently with Khau 
Dowran, to remind him of introducing it to his Ma- 
jesty; but has always been informed no business 
can go forward till the solemnization of the king's 
wedmng is over, when he has promised a speedy dis- 
patch. All offices have been shut up for some days, 
and all business in the kingdom must naturally sub- 
side to this approaching ceremony^ so that we cannot 
repine at the delay. 

•*The Rajpoots are likely to receive great honor by 
this wedding ; the king having consented to all their 
desires in respect to the ceremonials ; and this evening 
goes on his torone attended by his whole nobility on 
foot, to receive his spouse. All the Fort and Street, 
through which he passes will be made resplendent with 
innumerable lig;hts; and in fine all will appear as 
glorious as the riches of Hindoostan and two months 
indefatigable labour can provide.'' 

We are surprised that we cannot find in the 
dispatches any further notice of this celebrated 
marriage. According to Mussulman historians, the 
festivities on the part of the bride were conducted 
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by Hasseb Aii, and " tbe marriage was perforioaed 
with a splendour and magnificence till then tin- 
seen among the sovereigns of Hindustan. ]Many 
pompous insignia were added to the royal train 
upon this oecasion. The illuminations rivalled 
the planets, and seemed to upbraid the faint lustre 
of the stars. High and low shared the festivity, 
and joy thrilled through the veins of all. The 
Emperor Eeroksere came to the palace of Hussein 
AM, where the eeremony was performed ; after 
which, he carried the princess in the highest splen- 
dour of imperial pomp to the citadel, amid the re- 
soundings of musical instrument and acclamations 
of the metropolis.* 

It was now to be expected that the cure of the 
king by Dr. Hamilton, would have led to a speedy 
consideration of the petition ; but no such good 
fortune happened to the embassy. The king's 
marriage, and the general dilatoriness which pre- 
vailed, — every Omrah at the Court being fat too 
much occupied in plotting and intriguing to pay 
any attention to the petition of the Feringhees, — led 
to a delay which threatened sometimes to imperil 
ih.% success of the mission. On the 8th January^ 
1716, the envoys wrote to Governor Hedges as 
follows. 

" As to the course of our n^otiations, we can ^ve 
biit a very slender account of uieir progress ; for air 
though our affairs are fallen into the patronage of one 
of the most able men in this court to dispatch them, if 
he pleases, yet his dilatory me^ods of proceeding are 
such as must make us pursue our designs with patience 

^" f ■ * I. ■■■■4,1.- I ll I i mr 

* Scott's History of th« sueoessor of Aurungzebeh. 
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for the prMent. Our petition is returned, a!ter having 
paued the examination of the books ; the next that 
follows will be the King's siffning ; after which we 
shall take care to give your honors a particular ac- 
count of it. 

•* We have lately been surprized with the King's 
designs of departing from tlus place, but God be 
thanked he is delayed for some days at least. We 
shall make the best use we can of the delay, if possible 
to effect our business before his departure, but which 
we cannot rely on. 

'' Two nights ago Emir Jumla arrived in this place 
from Bahar, attended by about 8 or 10 horsemen, 
much to the surprize of this city ; for it is but at best 
supposed that he has made an elopement from his own 
camp for fear of his soldiers who mutinied for pay. 
The particulars of all which we are not yet ac<]^uainted 
with, nor what reception he is like to meet with from 
his Majesiy." 

On the 10th March, 1716, Messrs. Sarman and 
Stephenson again wrote to Governor Hedges as 
follows. 

" Your Honors will doubtless have heard by flying 
reports the troubles that have possessed this place 
for the past month, occasioned by the coming of Emir 
Jumla and all his forces, as it is said without the 
king's order.^ All the Tartars mutinously joined to 
demand their pay, which they save out they would 
force either from the Vizier or Khan Dowran. This 
was oertainlj the grounds of gathering forces on all 
sides, the Vizier himself bavins not less than 20,000 
horse : all which contimmlly fiUed the streets and at- 
tended him when he went to the kins. Khan Dowran 
and the rest of the Omrahs, with weir forces and all 
the kings Tope Conna, kept guard round the Fort for 
about 20 days. The Vizier was obstinately bent not 
to pa^ the Tartars any thing, without very particular 
examinations and accounts to be made up for the plun- 
dering the town of Patna ; which eonditionB the Tair- 
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tan did not think to comply with till such time u 
they found the Vizier was not to be bullied ; when 
they seemed to be willing to come to a composition, 
which was effected by breaking their party, and the 
king's orders for Emir Jumla's procedure for Lahore. 
The king ordered Chicklis* Khim to go and see Emir 
JTumla out of the city ; divestinc him of all his ^sts at 
Court, as also of his Munsul, Jageers, &c with hia 
glorious additional titles, which are ordered for the 
future never to be used. It is the general observation of 
this city, that this has only been a scheme laid if possible 
to entrap the Vizier, and take away his life ; but he has 
been so continually on his guard, that nothing could 
be effected. So once more tSl is calmed, much to his 
(the Vizier's) Honors, and the entire disgrace of all 
Tartars in general ; they being almost all turned out of 
service, a few great ones excepted. Emir Jumla is 
now 20 coss off this place in his way to Lahore, at 
present without any Munsul or post. But it is report- 
ed he will enjoy uie former by the king's favour. 
These troubles occasioned the shutting up all the 
Cutcherries for this month, so that no business could 
possibly go on ; in which ours met the same fate, with 
the rest, being just in the same state as a month ago. 
Khan Dowran very frequently promises that he will 
make an end with all possible expedient ; but he is 
such a strange dilatory man, and withal inacces- 
sible, that we have occasion to summon the ut- 
most of our patience. There is no heli> for it, for 
with all this dllatoriness, he is the only reigning man 
in the King's Durbar, so that we hope he will at last 
consider and for his own honor see us handsomely des- 
patched with all full grant to aU our petitions. 

" The great rebel Gooroo (Bandu the Seikh) who has 
been for tiiese 20 years so troublesome in the Subah- 
ship of Lahore, is at length taken with all his family 
and attendance by the Subah of that province. Some 



* This man afterwards became famous as Subah of 
the Dekkan, under the name of *' Nizam-ool-Hulk." 
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daya ago thiey entered the city laden wiUi leliers^ bi» 
whole attendants which were left alive beiag aboui 
760, aU severally mounted on Camels, which were 
sent out of the city for that pm^pose, besides about 
2000 heads stuck uponpoles, beinjg those who died by 
ihe sword in battle. He was earned into the preseftoe 
of the king, and from thence to a <doee prison. He 
at present has his life prolonged with most of his 
Mutsuddies, in hopes to ^t an account of bis treasura 
in the sevei^ parts of his kingdom, and of those that 
assisted him, when afterwleirdb he will be executed ler 
the rest There are 1<X> each day beheaded. It is 
not a little rematkable with whatpatienoe they un- 
dergo their fate, and to the last it has not i)eeii 
found that one hAs apeebal^sed £tom the new lonaed 
religion.'** 

It ie scarcely po»siUe to conceive of a more 
wretched state of affairs than that depicted ia the 
foregoing eiitracts. The leading events are al"- 
ready known to the historical student ; but these 
notices, written on the spot by Englishmen who 
were probably eye witnesses of many of the 
scenes they describe, seem to bring the events 
more deaily to our eyes. The revolt of a Tartar 
army in the streets of Delhi is bad enough ; but 
that terrible procession of 780 Sikh prisoners, 
with two tho^nand bleeding heads elevated on 
poles, is something too terrible to ooatemplate. 
We may add that the whole 7 SO were subse- 
quently beheiaded on seven successive days. 
We learn from Elphinstone that Bandu the cMef 
was reservifed iot greater cruelties. " He wi» 

* This religion was a sort of compound of Hindooism 
and Mahommedanism, in which the leading doctrines 
olf both were reconcfted by a steange kind of com- 
promise. 
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exhibited in an lion oag6, eliul in a lobe of 
cbth of gold, and a scadet turban ; an executioner 
stood behind Mm with a drawn sword; around 
him were the heads of his followers on pikee, and 
eyeii a dead oat was stuck on a similar weapon 
to indicate the extirpation of everything belonging 
to him. He was then given a dagger, and ordered 
to stab his infant son ; and on ms refusing, the 
child was butchered b^re his eyes, and its heart 
thrown in his face. He was at last torn to pieces 
with hot pincers, and died with unshaken con- 
stancy, glorying in having been raised up by God 
to be a scourge to the iniquities and oppressions 
of the age." 

But to proceed with the slory of the English 
mission. The following extract from a letter 
dated Slst March 1716, is a singular description 
of the procrastination whidi generally pervaded 
the court of the Mogul. 

**W<e have freqasntly complaiAed to your Honors 
of the stcaoge dHatoxmess ol our pAtron Khan Dowran. 
Wd is never knowm to ait out m pnblie, and return 
answers to any mannar U buniMSB ; ao that what can 
be said to hhn m the way from his aparimeot to his 
palankeen, is all that can be g^ ; whieh is so very 
Uttle for a man of a great business, that many days 
pass before an opportunity <»« be had even for the le«st 
answer; and tbat his own servant, Seiad Sahibnt 
Kban, who has the numagement of our afiBsirs under 
Mm, and is as intimate as anyone with him, can doas 
llt^e that way as other people. Wherefore the main 
part of all our busineas has been managed hy notes. 
This has been a creat oooaaion of the duatormess of 
tjurafilun^ all which we were obliged to bear in&i 
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abundance of patience ; still having very fair inomises 
that our business should be done to our satisfaction. 
Nay Khan Dowran himself, very often both bjr word 
of mouth, and in several notes, promised to do it. A 
few days ago when Serhaud w^t to pa^ his respects 
as usual to iChan Dowran, and put him m mind of our 
pnetition, he was very surprizingly asked what peti- 
tion ? ** Have not I done all your business ?** To which 
Cojee Serhaud answered ; but the time and place not 
allowing of a further explanation, he got into his pa- 
lankeen aud went away. This strange foittetfulnesa 
made us in very }>athetic terms enquire of Salabut 
Khan, what we might expect after so many promises 
of having our business efiected to our satisfaction, 
when we had so long and patiently waited, and been 
at so great an expence, to be thus answered was very 
surprizing, and what we did not nor could not expect 
in the least. We were answered that daily experience 
might convince us of the strange carriages and forgetful- 
ness of that great man. iStiil bidding us not to despond, 
but that every thing would go very well after so many 
fair promises as we before had received. This gave 
us but small satisfaction, and the rather made us the 
more inquisitive, which cave us this further light, 
viz. that Khan Dowran nad been advised by his 
own Mutsuddies that it was not his business to 
persuade the king to sign our petition, but thai 
it was better to get the Vizier to advise, the king 
what things were proper to be granted us. We 
were in hope that in case we would have got those 
petitions granted us by the means of Khan Dowran, 
that afterwards the Vizier would not gainsay it, as at 
least by a little bribery it might have passed. There 
has been several endeavours niade to get an opportuni- 
ty to speak with Khan Dowran so as to convince him ; 
but more has been procurable. We fear the petition 
in this interim may begone in, and will come out 
signed by the Vizier as before mentioned. 

** Yesterday the Kin^ contrary^ to the advice of the 
Vizier, and purely on his own will, went put a hunt- 
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ing ; and all the Omrahs to their tents. The place at 
present mentioned is about 18 coss off; but God 
knows what may be the designs of it, or where he will 
march to. This obliges us to follow him to-morrow 
or next day, leaving Mr. Edward Stephenson and Philips 
behind to take care of the Honorable Company's 
effects here. Should the petition come out signed as 
above mentioned, we shall be obliged to make a new 
address to the Vizier ; which will not only protract 
this negotiation, but must lay us open to a demal, and 
at the best very expensive. We shall advise your 
Honors as soon as we have any hopes of success (which 
God send) or what we shall be obhged to recede from.** 

It would be useless to inquire into the various 
motives which induced Khan Dowran to hand the 
English embassy over to the Vizier Abdullah. 
Sometimes it was supposed that the bribes to the 
subordinate officers had been insufficient ; some- 
times that Khan Dowran was desirous of escaping 
from the responsibility of advising the king. One 
rumour reached the ears of the English envoys, 
and seems to have been more likely a cause than 
any of the others. It was said that the mysteri- 
ous disease with which the king had been attacked 
the preceding year, had again made its appearance, 
and threatened to become annual y and that the 
king had given private orders that the business of 
the embassy should be delayed, in order that he 
might retain the services of Dr. Hamilton. Mean- 
time the results were most unfortunate to the em- 
bassy. Mr. Surman and Mr. Stephenson, strong- 
ly objected to being handed over to the Vizier as 
the "cast-off favourites" of Khan Dowran. At 
this moment an incident occurred, which so plainly 
illustrates the disorderly state of the court, that we 
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extract the account itom one of the dispatcheB, 
dated 20th April, 1716. 

** Whilst the king was encamped 14 <so8a from Delhi 
in order to hunt, there happened a quarrel between 
the people of Khan Dowran and Mahamud Amilkhan 
as they came from the Durbar ; which, after their 
masters got into their tents, ended in a downright 
fight, herein they fired with small anns, boms and 
great guns for about 2 hours, notwithistanding the 
king's repeated command to forbear, yet was it at 
last made up after about 100 men were killed and 
wounded. The king was highly disjdeased with the 
liberty they took^ and resented it to both of them. 
But uie munsal of ail the actors took the trumpet 
from his favourite ; who was not admitted to \m , 
presence for three days, and threatened much more* 
But at present all is made up and his Majesty again 
reconciled to them." 

The story of the delays which followed in ac- 
complishing the business of the embassy, would 
be somewhat amusing were it not also intermina- 
ble. Khan Dowran was at last induced to stir him- 
self ; but again the envoys were disappointed, for 
their petition was only in part granted, and then 
was only signed by the Dewan. At length the news 
reached the Court that the English at Bombay in- 
tended to withdraw from Surat altogether, in con- 
sequence of the oppressions of the Mogul Governor 
of the district ; and fears were entertained that 
the English fleet would immediately appear in 
those seas, and retaliate upon the Mogul slups, as 
it had done on a previous occasion. This intelli« 
gence a{)pear8 to nave had an extraordinary effect. 
The Tizier Abdulla, began to take an active in* 
terest in the petition ; and accordingly he is men- 
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tioned in the dispatches as the " good Vizier.'* 
All the forms of a royal firmaun were gone through 
as rapidly as could be expected. The petition was 
signed without any further demur, by the Yizier, 
and finally by the king Feroksere. But when the 
royal firmaun was an accomplished fact, and the en- 
voys prayed to be permitted to return to Calcutta, 
another difficulty arose. In consequence apparent- 
ly of another unaccountable exhibition of dilatori* 
ness on the part of their patron. Khan Dowran, 
they could not obtain permission to leave Delhi. 
At length even this difficulty was apparently sur- 
mounted, and the envoys were admitted to a fare* 
well audience with the king. But the event is best 
described in a letter addressed by the envoys to 
Governor Hedges, dated 7th June, 1717. 

** The 23rd ultimo, John Surman received from his 
Majesty an horse and Ganger, as was pre-appointed ; 
and the 30th ult. we were sent for by Khan Dowran 
to receive our dispatches, which we had accofdingly ; a 
seerpaw and culgee being given to John Surman, and 
seerpaws to Sermiud and Edward Stephenson, as like- 
wise to the rest of our companions. We were ordered 
to pass one by one to our obeisance ; then to move 
from the Dewan. We did so. But when it came to 
Mr. Hamilton's tarn, he was told the king had granted 
him a vest as a mark of his favour, but not for his dis- 
patch. So he was ordered up to his standing again. 
Whilst he was performing this the king got up. We 
were highly surprized at this unexpected motion, not 
having tiie least notice of it till that minute, either 
from our Patron or any of authority ; it being near 
a twelve month since Mr. Hamilton had been in private 
with the Majesty, and in all this time not the least 
notice taken. We were very much concerned at hia 
detainment, and the more because we were assured of 

34 
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his firm aversion to accepting the service, even with 
all its charms of vast pay, honour &c. ; that if the king 
did detain him by force, if he outlived the trouble m 
his esteeming imprisonment, -he might be endeavour- 
ing at an escape, which every way had its ill conse- 
quences. To free our Honorable Masters from any 
damages that might accrue to them from the pas- 
sionate temper of the king, our patron Khan Dowran 
was applied to for leave, twice or thrice ; but he posi- 
tively denied to s{)eak or even have a hand in this 
business, till our friend Seiad Sallabut Khan had an 
opportunity to lay the case open to him, when he 
ordered us to sj^eak to the Vizier, and if by any means 
we could gain mm to intercede that he would back it ; 
nay if the Vizier refused, he would make one effort 
for the doctor himself. Nay Sallabut Khan promised 
to convince the kins himself in case of any delay, pur- 
suant to our patron^ directions. We made a visit to 
the Vizier the 6th instant, and laid the case open to 
him in a petition from Mr. Hamilton, of how little 
service he could be without any physic, language or 
experience in the country medicines, or their names ; 
besides which the heart breaking distractions of 
being parted for ever from his wife and chil- 
dren would be insupportable, and entirely take 
away his qualifications for the kind's service; 
that under the favour of his Majesty^s clemency, 
with the utmost submission, he desired that he mi^ht 
have leave to depart with us. From ourselves we in- 
formed the Vizier that we sJiould have esteemed this 
a very great honour, but finding the Doctor under 
these troubles not to be persuaded, we were obliged 
to lay the case before his Majesty, and we hum- 
bly desired he would use his intercessions to the king, 
that his Majesty might be prevailed upon to des|)atch 
him. The good Vizier readily offered to use his utmost 
endeavours ; and since the case was so, the business 
was to gain the Doctor's dispatch without displeasing 
the King ; and he ordered a petition to be drawn up 
to his Majesty in the same form as that given to 
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himself. It. was sent him and the Vizier was as 
good as his word ; writing a very pathetic address 
to his Majesty, enforcing Mr. Hamilton's reasons, 
and backing them with nis own opinion, that it 
was better to let him go. The King returned 
an answer which came out the 6th as folh>ws : sinco 
he is privy to my disease, and perfectly under- 
stand his business, I would very fain have kept him, 
and given him whatsoever he should have asked. But 
seeing he cannot be brought on any terms to be con- 
tent I a^reo to it ; and on condition that after he has 
•gone to Europe and procured such Medicines as are 
not to be got nere and seen his wife and children, ho 
return to visit the court once more, let him go. We 
hope in Qod the troublsome business is now blown 
over," 

Such then is the history of this curious embassy. 
"We leave our readers to moralize upon the contrast 
of those days with the present ; and merely conclude 
our narrative, by dismissing the dramatis personee. 
Dr. Hamilton died of a putrid fever soon after his 
return to Bengal ; and a curious anecdote respecting 
his memory was told to Jonathan Scott, the trans- 
lator of Ferishta,by the celebratedWarrenHastings. 
The emperor Feroksere was not satisfied with the 
account of Hamilton's death, which he received 
from the Governor and Council at Calcutta. Ac- 
cordingly he sent an OflScer of rank to Calcutta to 
examine the truth from the Natives, whose solemn 
testimony and that of the Europeans were carried 
to the emperor. This circumstance was afterwards 
engraved on the tombstone of the deceased sur- 
geon. The other English envoys returned in safety 
to Calcutta, and we trust '* lived happy ever 
afterwards." The end of the principal actors 
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in the Mogul court forms a part of the tragical 
history of the times. Three years after the visit 
of the English embassy, Feroksere was suddenly 
placed under confinement by the two Seiad 
brothers, Abdulla and Hussein ; but the story of 
his death belongs to a future chapter. During the 
succeeding reign Hussein was assassinated by the 
connivance of the then sovereign ; and shortly 
afterwards Abdulla was also thrown into hopeless 
captivity, and his life is said to have been only, 
spared out of respect for his descent from the 
prophet. Thus ends our story of the English 
embassy from Calcutta to Delhi a century and a 
half ago. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

GOYEBNOBSHIP OF MB. JOSEPH COLLET. 

1717—18, 

Mr. Collet succeeded Mr, Harrison as Gover- 
nor of Madras on the 8tli of January 1717. His 
administration only lasted three years, for on the 
18th of January 1720, Mr. Collet retired in his 
turn, and was succeeded by Mr. Francis Hastings. 
The annals of those three years, 1 7 1 7-20 are marked 
by events, which are well worthy of preservation. 
The English at that time possessed a great many 
slaves, and accordingly two Charity Schools were 
erected for the children of those slaves. Then 
again the reception and proclamation of the Fir- 
maun, granted by the emperor Feroksere to the Eng- 
lish envoys at Calcutta, was evidently regarded as a 
most important aflfair ; and it is interesting to note 
the ceremonies and rejoicings which took place on 
the occasion. We have also a lively account of some 
serious and sharp fighting which took place re« 
specting the possession of the out-villages which 
had been guaranteed by the Firmaun ; together with 
notices of various incidents which serve to enlarge 
our picture of those primitive but stirring times. 

Before however we proceed with the annals of 
Madras, it will be necessary to briefly explain the 
position of affairs in Southern India. Sada^ 
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tulla Khan was still Nabob of Arcot ; but Cheen 
Kulich Khan, better known as the Nizam-ul-MuIk, 
had been recalled from the Dekkan, and the Seiad 
Hussein Ali Khan, had been appointed in his 
room. Hussein Ali, as Subah of the Dekkan, 
thus exercised supreme authority over the whole 
of Southern India in the name of the Mogul em- 
peror Feroksere. 

We shall now place our extracts before our 
readers in chronological order. The first refers to 
a curious case of foi^ery, one however which ap- 
pears to be mote common in our own times than 
in the generation which has just passed away. 

" Thursday, 4th April, 1717. The President 
acquaints the Board that on Monday in the after- 
noon, Captain John Powney having made a com- 
plaint to him of Mr. John Eichardson, writer in 
the Honorable Company's Service, for counterfeit- 
ing his hand, by drawmg out a false invoice of 
goods ; pretending to have sent them by the said 
John Powney on Ship " Britannia" to Siam ; writ- 
ing a receipt on the bottom of said invoice, and 
counterfeiting Captain Powney's name thereunto. 
That he, the President, had upon the said John 
Richardson's acknowledging of the fact, closely 
confined him to his room. The said invoice, with 
another note, whereunto Eichardson forged Mr. 
Benjamin Walker's hand, being given to Soon- 
drum, a Conacapily, in pawn for the sum of 200 
pagodas lent to Richardson ; Soondrum is called 
in, and produces the true notes to the said John 
Bichardson ; who being shown the same, and ask- 
ed whose hand writing the notes were of, and the 
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names signed thereunto, acknowledged both the 
notes and the names to be of his own hand writing ; 
only excusing himself, by saying he was greatly 
put to it for money, and hoped to have recovered 
his notes before they were due. 1'he said John 
Hichardson being thereupon ordered to withdraw, 
the Board came to the following resolutions in 
relation to him. 

" That he be immediately discharged from the 
Honorable Company's service ; that he be close 
confined to the cock house, and sent for Great 
Britain (with the consent of his creditors) by the 
first ship ; and the Secretary is ordered to endorse 
the said John Richardson's true counterfeited notes 
on the back side of them, declaring they have 
passed this Board's examination, and are found 
to be forged." 

The next extract explains itself. 

" Monday, 29th April. The President reports 
to the Board, that he has been acquainted with 
very great inconveniences which the soldiers suffer, 
by being obliged to give their whole pay to the 
Steward of the Hospital, for sustenance during the 
time of their continuing sick in it ; and being 
also obliged to pay half a pagoda per month to- 
wards their clothes, as many months as they 
stay in the Hospital for recovery of their healths. 
By paying so many half pagodas, they of course 
become in debt, which is so great a hardship upon 
ihera, that when they leave the hospital, the pay- 
ment of the debts they thereby contracted takes 
away great part of what they should buy provi- 
sions with. To avoid which, many poor fellows 
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have rained their healths rather than go into the 
Hospital to be cured, when their distempers have 
been but in their infancy. 

*• Ordered that for the future the soldiers be 
bbliged to pay the Steward no more than two 
pagodas per mensem for sustenance, during the 
time they continue in the hospital ; it being found 
upon a scrutiny into the matter, fully sufficient to 
furnish the men with good provisions." 

The next extract refers to a piece of im- 
morality we should have hesitated to publish, were 
it not curious as illustrating the light in which 
such proceedings were regarded five or six gene- 
rations ago. 

" Monday, 6th May. Petition from Benjamin 
Skinner, Serjeant at Vizagapatam, complaining of 
Thomas Wilford, Factor in the Honorable Com- 
pany's Service for having used too much familiarity 
with his wife ; as fully appears by the deposition he 
now produces, taken upon oath before Mr. Eobert 
Symonds, Chief, and Mr. John Emraerson, Second 
of Council at Yizagapatam, which is entered after 
this consultation. 

" Agreed that the said Thomas Wilford be sent 
for up from Yizagapatam, and that he be suspend- 
ed the Honorable Company's Service till their 
pleasure be known concerning him.*' 

" The deposition of Stephen Whinship taken be- 
fore the Chief and Council of Vizagapatam. 

** The deponent declares upon examination in 
the case between Benjamin Skinner and his 
wife Anne, that he, the above said Stephen 
Whinship, with his wife, Mary, inhabiting in 
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the house with the above said Benjamin Skin- 
ner and his wife Aune ; that Mary the wife of de- 
ponent did tell him her husband, that Anne the 
wife of the above said Benjamin Skinner held a 
familiarity and an unallowable communication with 
Mr. Thomas Wilford, one of tlie Bight Honorable 
Company's Factors ; and that said Mr. Thomaa 
Wilford used to climb over the wall at unreasonable 
hours, and ent€r into the apartment of Anne, wife 
to the above said Benjamin Skinner ; which the 
deponent taxing her with, and threatening: to ac-' 
quaint her husband of her evil practices, when she 
with tears confessed the fact, ottreating him to 
eonceal it from her husband's ears. Aft^wards, 
upon some differeaee between the wives of the de- 
ponent and the abovesaid B<»)j{imiB Skinner, Mary 
the wife of the deponent revealed it to the above 
said Skinner." 

Our next extract is far mote pleasing. It refers 
to the erection of the two Charity Schools for the 
«ducation of the children of the slaves. 

" Monday, 27th May. The President lays be* 
fore the Board a paper of proposals delivered him 
by Mr. Grundler, one of the Baai^ Missionaries 
lately arrived from Tranquebar, for erecting two 
Charity Schools in this city. It is agreed that 
liberty be given for erecting two Charity Schools, 
one for Portuguese in the English town, and 
another for Malabars in the Black-iown. The 
proposals are as follows :— 

1 . Whereas the slaves belonging to the Eng- 
lish Inhabitants of this place have a great many 
children, who have no manner ^f care taken of 
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them, but are kept entirely ignorant of the Chris- 
tian Eeligion ; it is humbly proposed that a 
Charity School be erected, wherein such poor chil- 
dren shall be taught to read and write the Portu- 
guese language (which is the only one they under- 
stand) and be fully instructed and trained upon 
practical knowledge of religion and the true doc- 
trines of the Gospel. 

2. There bemg some reason to hope that the 
knowledge of Christianity may also be propagated 
among the Natives of this country, it is likewise 
proposed that a Malabar Charity School be erect- 
ed in some convenient place in the Black-Town, 
for instructing poor children in the principles of 
Eeligion, and to teach them to read, write, and 
cast accounts, after the way and manner used 
among the Malabars. 

3. That these two Schools be allowed the pro- 
tection and patronage of the Honorable Governor 
and Council, without whose consent and approba- 
tion nothing of moment relating to the said 
Schools shall be transacted. 

4. That' the immediate care and directions of 
the said two Schools shall be committed to two 
or more Trustees, to be appointed by the Honorable 
Governor for the time being. 

5. That leave be given to such Trustees to 
build or buy two School houses, one for the 
Portuguese School within the English town, and 
another for the Malabar School in the Black-Town. 

6. That what money, gifts or legacies shall 
be given by Charitable persons for the support 
of the said two Schools, or either of them, shall 
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duly be registered by the Trustees in a book to be 
kept for that purpose. 

7. That the Trustees shall have power to make 
what particular orders and regulations shall be 
found necessary for the better management of the 
said two Schools, provided that said regulations 
shall be approved of by the Honorable Governor 
and Council." 

We now come to the all-important event, the 
reception and proclamation of the imperial 
Firmaun. The history of the embassy from Cal- 
cutta to Delhi, by means of which the Slrmaun 
was obtained, has already be^i given in the preced- 
ing chapter. 

" Wednesday, S^th July. This day being ap- 
pointed for proclaiming the Royal Firmaun or 
charter, granted by the Great Mogul King Fe- 
roksere to the Honorable English East India 
Company, for enjoyment of several privileges in 
his dominions (received from Bengal the 21st in- 
stant) the following orders for the ceremony are to 
be observed. 

" Ail the Soldiers of the Garrison are to be upon 
duty, and one company to be drawn up under 
arms before the Fort gate. 

" The Mayor with all the Aldermen and city 
officers to attend on horseback at the Fort Gate» 
where the Firmaun will lie in the Governor's state 
palankeen, till the Governor comes down and 
orders the Secretary to read it in the English lan- 
guage, and the Chief Dubash in the Moors and 
Gentoo languages, in presence of all the inhabi- 
tants of the city. After which, the palankeen with 
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the Firmamt, attended by tlie Mayor, Ald^rmein 
city officers on horse back, a company of foot sol- 
diers, all the English with music, are to move for- 
ward down Charles Street to St. Thomas' Gate, 
where the Registrar is to proclaim His Majesty's 
JPirmaun. From thence to proceed to the Sea 
Gate, proclaiming it there ; and soon to the Middle 
Gate repeating the proclamation oyer again ; from 
which Gate the Mayor,. Alcfermen and city officers* 
are to return to the Goremor in the Fwrt, and tho 
Firmaun to be carried forward frpm this Middle 
Gate through the Black Town to AttapoUimn Gate 
in manner f^lo^wing r yiz. First the Pedda Naik, 
©r watchman of the city, to be on horse back with 
all his Taliars and the country mi^sic, then one 
company of the Ei^fish Guards, next two trumpets, 
after which the Chief Dubasb on horse back, the 
palankeen with the Firmaun guarded by six Ser- 
jeants after him ; and then all the Moors and 
G«ntoo merchants on horse back dose after the 
palankem to the aforemeBtkmed Attapi^umGate ; 
where the Chief I>Qbash on horse back is to hold 
up the Royal Firmaun, atnd proclaim it by express- 
ing himself in the following words. 

" This is His Majesty King Feroksere's Royal 
Ilrmaun, wherein he confirms to the Honoi'able 
English East India Company »11 former grants and 
pri^eges, ei^yed by them heretofore ; and further 
grants many new priyileges, with the possession of 
sevieral Iwids in many parts of India, with such 
favour as has never before been granted to any 
European nation. 

*♦ Then he, the Chief Dubash, is with the re- 
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tinue to go out at the said Attapollium Gate, and 
enter the town at Tom Clarke's Gate, proclaiming 
tlie Eoyal Firmaun a second time there ; and thence 
to proceed within the town at Bridge Foot Gate, in 
order to proclaim it a third time ; and from the said 
Gate to return to the Choultry, where the Taliars 
and Black Music are to stay without, and the 
guards with the Dubash and palankeen to return 
to the Fort and deliver up the Firmaxm to the 
Governor ; the Black merchants being permitted 
on foot to attend it back from the Choultry gate ; 
and for the more regular management of this 
solemnization the following orders were delivered 
the Gunner of the Garrison for discharging his 
part of the ceremony. 
" To Mr. Frans Hugonin, Gunner, 

** As soon as the Firmaun is read before the 
Governor at the Fort Gate, you shall begin to fire 
from St. Thomas Bastion, and proceed from thence 
to the Westward and on the Northward till you 
come round to the said St. Thomas Bastion ; and 
then to continue firing round the walls of the 
Black Town to the numbers of 151 guns. As 
soon as the fire is gone round the White Town, 
Captain Matthew Martin, Commander of the "Marl- 
borough," must take up the ^ ; and when he has 
done, all the Europe Ships in the road must fire one 
after another ; and the country ships, upon the 
Europe Ships finishing, to fire altogether as fast as 
they can ; the ships being handsomely dressed out 
with their colours and streamers. 

" When the Governor and Company come to 
the garden at Tiffin, the Governor will begin the 
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Mogul's health, when you must begin to fire from 
the Garden point, and continue the fire round the 
town to the number of 101 guns ; after which you 
are lo prepare against Dinner to fire 101 guns at 
King George's health, 51 guns at the Prince and 
Princess and Koyal Families health, and after Din- 
ner 31 guns for the Honorable Company's health ; 
the ships in the road to fire at drinking the Mogul's 
and King George's healths, in the same manner 
as they did upon proclaiming the Royal Finnaun. 

" Aiter the ceremony of proclaiming the Finnaun 
in the English and Black Town was over, the 
Honorable President with the Gentlemen of Coun- 
cil proceeded to the Garden house through the 
Black town, attended upon by all the Gentlemen 
of the city on horse back with handsome accoutre- 
ments ; where all they, English, Portuguese, Ar- 
menian and Moors Inhabitants, were splendidly 
entertained at Dinner; and the day conchided 
with feasting of the soldiers, with tubs of punch, 
and a bonfire at night ; and the Black Merchants, 
to show their joy at the Honorable Company's re- 
ceiving so much favour from the Mogul, made 
abundance of fireworks upon the Island." 

The next extract refers to the projected occupa- 
tion of Divy Island, off Masulipatam, by the Eng- 
lish. Possession had been granted in the Finnaun, 
but some difficulties rose in the way. The extract 
is chiefly interesting as illustrating the feelings of 
the Natives towards the English of that period. - 

"Monday, 26th August. The President de- 
livers to the Board a translation of their letters 
from Masulipatam, one by Cunsum Pera, who had 
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been formerly Chief Djibash to the New East In- 
dia Company there, the other from Khan Colonoo 
Buggawan, an eminent Brahmin in those parts, 
advising and pressing us to take speedy possession 
of Divy Island. They both agreed that all the 
inhabitants wait impatiently for us, and that we 
may depend upon having an accession of people 
from the continent ; the inhabitants being very 
desirous of living under the English Government, 
and that there are already eighteen towns and vil- 
lages upon the Island. 

" Alter full debating the matter, it is agreed 
that Cunsum Pera be sent for hither to give us a 
more full account of the state of affairs there ; that 
he be taken into the Company's service and em- 
ployed in that business ; and that in the meantime, 
the President do give orders for providing all 
necessaries ready for taking possession of Divy 
Island." 

The following extracts exhibit the operation of 
the impeiial Eirmaun, as regards regaining pos- 
session of the out-villages. 

" Monday, 2nd September. The President pro- 
duces translates of letters from the Nabob Sada- 
tulla Khan, Sunka Ramah, and our spy Brahmin 
at Arcot, relating to the demand he had made of 
Trivatore and other villages lately granted by the 
Eoyal Eirmaun. The Nabob's letter is wrote in ge- 
neral terms^ with a great many compliments, but 
refers to Sunka Eamah and the spy Brahmin for 
an answer to the business in hand. They both 
advise that in conversation the Nabob told them, he 
could not deliver up possession of the villages 
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without seeing the original .Finnaun, but that he 
was desirous to maintain good understanding with 
the English. 

" On a full consideration of the matter it waa 
agreed that the President should write to the Na- 
bob, rendering him thanks for the assurances of his 
friendship and favour, and acquainting him that 
21 days after this date, he designs to take posses- 
sion of the said viUages ; and together with his 
letter to send the present, usually made upon a 
new President's accession to the Government of 
this place ; which has been suspended so long, 
that we might be assured of the Nabob's keeping 
his post ; which has been very unlikely, and if a 
new Nabob had been established, we should have 
been obliged to have given it over again. The 
sum agreed on is 500 pagodas, and one piece of 
superfine scarlet cloth to the Nabob, and 200 pa- 
godas with some cordial waters to Ducknaroy, 
the Nabob's Secretary and Son-in-law, who has 
the chief management of his afiairs. To whom 
also it was agreed the President should write a 
short compliment. It is farther agreed that the 
President do write to Sunka Eamah to make the 
several presents ; and at the same time to ac* 
quaint tlie Nabob that it is an express grant in 
the Boyal Firmaun, that neither he, nor any of the 
King^s officers, should demand to see any of tho 
original papers ; but that copies, duly attested by 
the Gazi, shall be a suffident claim on our parts 
for the several privileges and grants bestowed upon 
us ; and that himself and all other officers are ob- 
liged to yield d>edience to such attested copies,'* 
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" Thursday, Itth September. The President 
proposes to the Board the taking possession of 
Triyatore, &a (five villages grant^ the English 
Company by the Mogul) on Monday and Tuesday 
next, and begin with Trivatore, and in case of op- 
position (whwh is hardly expected) to repel force 
by force." 

'' Monday, dSrd September. Sariy this morn- 
ing the Honorable President (attended by most 
of the Oentlemen in the jAace) ^et out for Triva* 
tore, whereof he took possession, stayed there an4 
dined and returned in the evening, having in tho 
interim talsen possession of tvw) more villages. 

" Tuesday, 24th September. Early this morning 
Mr. BicHard Lordon set out with a party of men, 
«nd took possession of the two other villages with- 
out any opposition, and returned about noon.'' 

*' Sunday, 29th September. The President 
represents that this morning he has received 
advices from the Nabob's Court at Areot, and from 
Peersada at Poonamallee, that the fonner would 
not accept of the 500 pagodas present, we had sent 
to Sunka Bamaii for that purpose ; end that less 
than 1000 would not content kirn. That Peersada 
had stopped the roads to this city from Poonamal^ 
lee, and would not permit merchandize, or the 
common necessaries of firewood, lu;. to be brought 
into Madras ; and that he had sent to Diaram, the 
Head Benter of the oountiy under Hussein AU 
Khan, for assistance to distress us fiirther, 

*' On mature deliberation upon these advices it 
was agreed to make the Nabob's present 1000 pa- 
godas for the following reasons. 

36 
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•' First, that we might divide the interest of the 
countiy Government about us, and thereby prevent 
their joining together to distress us. 

" Secondly, the present last made by our late 
President amounted to that value, and might give 
them the fairer pretence to demand the same now. 

" Thirdly, the present is conditional on his giving 
a letter confirming to us the peaceable possession 
of the villages we have lately taken.'* 

" Wednesday, 9th October. The President pro- 
duces a letter which he received from Diaram 
yesterday, wherein the said Diaram demands by 
what authority we have taken possession of Triva- 
tore and the other villages ; and adds that unless 
we have a sunnud under Sadatulla Khan's seal or 
Seiad Hussein Ali Khan's Perwanna, to warrant 
our so doing, we must restore the villages to his 
order. 

" The President's answer to the aforesaid letter 
is also read, signifying to the said Diaram, that 
what we have done in relation to the villages is by 
virtue of his Majesty's authority ; and that we will 
not give up our just rights on any pretence what- 
soever, but on the contrary wiU defend them to the 
utmost of our power. The President's conduct on 
this occasion is approved by the Board. 

" The President likewise communicates to the 
Board a letter which he lately received from some 
of the inhabitants of Divy Island, pressing him to 
despatch the Deputy Gt)vemor thither with all 
speed, to prevent the countries being laid waste 
by Apporrow the Renter, who is now plundering 
the inhabitants, as apprehending their desertion 
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from him upon the arrival of our people there. The 
President's answer to the said letter is also read 
and approved ; encouraging them as much as pos- 
sible to wait with patience till the rains are over, 
when they may expect the Deputy Oovemor with 
a sufficient force to rescue them from the oppres- 
sions of Apporrow and to redress their grievances. 

** Wednesday, 16th October. The President 
communicates to the Board a proposal which was 
made him by Sunka Bamah and the other late joint 
Stock merchants, to rent the five new villages 
granted by the Firmaun, viz. Trivatore, Satangodu, 
Catawaucha, Yezallawarrow and Lingambauca at 
1200 Pagodas per annum for 12 years. Where- 
upon the yearly amount of that Eevenue being 
examined into, when the said villages were grant- 
ed the Honorable Company in President Pitt's 
time, and found to be just the same, it is agreed 
that they be let to the aforementioned persons for 
12 years, at 1200 pagodas per annum ; and that 
the Secretary do prepare a lease against next 
consultation." 

Diaram the Head Renter was not disposed to 
see the villages taken out of his hands, without 
making an effort to force Governor Collet to give 
him a present. The following extracts in reference 
to these proceedings will be found very curious. 

"Friday, 18th October. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that he has just now received 
advice froto Trivatore, that Diaram's son has enter- 
ed that town with 250 horse and 1000 foot, and 
had cut d6\»Ti our flagstaff and posted himself in 
the town. He adds that in the morning a Brah- 
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min belonging to Diarmn had been with him ; and 
after a very long harangue wide oi his purpose, 
delivered his errand, which was to demand a pre- 
sent of 1000 pagodas to Biaram, in eonsideration 
of which he woidd quit aU pretentions to the vil- 
lages we were possessed of. He declared withal 
tlmt imless we would comply with that demand, 
Biaram's forces would take possession of them the 
next day. It appeared in fact that the fwces wer& 
on their march to Trivatore whilst the Brahmin 
was delivering his message. 

" The President then proposed to the Board to 
consider whether we should comply with their de- 
mands of money in order to buy a peace ; or whe* 
ther we should tamely sit down with the affront 
they had given us in cutting down our fiag, and 
wait to see how much further they would proceed ; 
or whether we should make a vigorous charge with 
our forces, and endeavour to drive them out of the 
Town by force of arms. 

" After mature deliberation it appeared to be 
the imanimous opinion of the whole Board, that 
we should endeavour to drive the enemy out of 
trivatore by force, for the fdlowing reasons. 

" First, that Diaram has no pretence to make any 
demands on us on account of the said town ; that 
we are not directed by the Firmaun to demand 
possession of them from him, but from the Nabob ; 
his business being only to collect the rents for 
Seiad Hussein Ali Khan ; and that to give him 
money upon this occasion would be a precedent 
for him to make demands on any other, or perhaps 
without any pretence, whenever ne should think nt* 
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" Secondly, that to sit down quietly without re- 
senting the affront, would but encourage the^nemy 
to proceed to greater injuries ; and give them rea» 
son to apprehend that we were doubtful of our 
own strength, and must submit to whatever terms 
they should think fit to impose on us. 

" Thirdly, our men having of late been pretty 
well disciplined, and being now completely officer- 
ed, we do not doubt their being able to drive the 
enemy out of the town and maintain the posses- 
sion ; which we hope will have so good an eifect 
as to deter them from attacking us rashly again* 

" Agreed that the direction of the Military be 
left to the Governor singly." 

" Monday, 21st October. The President repoits 
that after closing the consultation on Friday even- 
ing, he held a consultation with the military offi- 
cers ; the result of which was, that he gave orders 
to Lieutenant John Eoach to draw out 150 men 
of the Garrison, to be in a readiness to march by 
two o'clock in the morning of the 19th to Trivatore j 
that he should endeavour to enter the town about 
break of day, and if he found the enemy there, to 
attack them immediately, and endeavour to drive 
them out of the town, and to keep possession of it 
till further orders. The President adds that about 
9 o'clock in the morning he received advices from 
Lieutenant Eoach, that he had entered the tovni 
exactly at the time appointed, and found the enemy 
in possession ; but that after abeut an hour's dis- 
pute he had obliged them to (j[uit the town and 
take 'to the plains. That after this they made 
$ome attacks, but were constantly drove back ; 
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and Lieutenant Boach pursuing some of them to 
the plain, saw a fresh body of horse coming from 
the northward, which he then guessed by view to 
be about 500 in number. On these advices thd 
President ordered Lieutenant Fullerton to draw 
out 100 men more of the Garrison, and with a 
sufficient quantity of provisions and ammunition, 
and two iieid pieces, to march immediately in 
order to join Lieutenant Eoach. By 12 o'clock 
at noon all things were in a rsadiness, and Lieu- 
tenant Fullerton began his march. In the mean- 
time the President ordered the militia of the town 
to be raised, who took possession of the White 
town; while the out-guards were strengthened 
by the remainder of the Garrison ; and Gunner 
Hugonin, with the Governor's Horse Guards (being 
six in the whole), were ordered to patrol about 
the Washer town and Tondore, to prevent the 
enemy from burning or plundering on that side. 
At 3 o'clock in the afternoon, the President receiv- 
ed further advices from Lieutenant Eoach, dated 
half an hour after 12, advising that the enemy had 
kept skirmishing with them till near that time, 
but then were all drawn oif, and marched towards 
Satangodu, after he had recovered the Flag StaiF, 
and Flag, which he again hoisted in the middle of 
the Town. Soon after arrived further advices 
that Lieutenant Fullerton had joined Lieutenant 
Eoach with his body, and that the enemy were 
marched off to some mile distance. On which the 
President sent order to Lieutenants Eoac}i and 
Fullerton to march back in the evening or early 
the next morning ; it being difficult to supply them 
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with necessaries at that distance. They returned 
the same evening, and arrived at Fort St. George 
about 8 o'clock, 

" It appeared that on Lieutenant Eoach's 
entering the town the boors were not prepared to 
receive him, presuming we durst not march out 
of the reach of our own cannon. As soon as he 
gained the middle of the town, he saluted them 
with three vollies which did some execution. As 
fast as they (the enemy) got into order, they pos- 
sessed themselves of the Avenues which are numer- 
ous, and endeavoured to regain the middle of the 
town ; it being a very large square containing a 
Tank and a Pagoda ; but in about a hour's time 
they were obliged to quit the town and take to 
the plains, though they afterwards made several 
attempt to re-enter the town but were obliged to 
retire about noon. 

" In the whole action, which lasted about six 
hours, there was not one man of our Garrison killed 
or wounded by the enemy 5 one only of our 
Europeans was shot in the arm by his comrade's 
error in firing ; three of our peons were slightly 
wounded; but none killed. The eneipy left in 
the place one camel, 6 horses kiUed ; six horses 
were taken alive by our men. Five men only of 
the slain were left, the rest being carried away ; so 
that we do not know the certain number, but sup- 
pose there might be about 10 or 12 killed in the 
action. 

" The President adds that he received advices 
yesterday from Poonamallee, that when the enemy 
had marched about 3 miles from* Trivatore towards 
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Poonamallee, they encamped and continued there 
till 9 o'clock at night ; and then marched one 
hour (contrary to their custom) without lights ; 
fearing, as it appeared, to be attacked in the night ; 
for when they thought themselves out of reach of 
pursuit, they light their duties and proceed on 
their march towards Poonamallee. Advices from 
thence further adds that Diaram's son, who com- 
manded the party, was shot through the shoulder 
blade and his life endangered ; that the com- 
mander next to him had several balls in his thigh ; 
that thirteen more of their men were wounded, and 
eleven horses, besides one camel and two horses 
which dropped on the road. 

" The President concluded that this great suc- 
cess without any loss must, next to the blessing 
of God on the justice of our cause, be ascribed to 
the good conduct of Lieutenant Boach, who had 
posted his men in such a manner that the enemy 
was not able to make any attack without certain 
loss to themselves, as at the same time they were 
unable to do us the least injury. He, therefore, 
proposes to the Board to consider of some honorary 
reward to be given Lieutenant Eoach, who to 
his former merit at Fort St. David, has added this 
new and eminent service. 

" Agreed that in consideration of Lieut^ant 
John Eoach's former services at Fort St. David, for 
which the Honorable Company have in their letters 
ordered him a gratuity, which has never yet been 
given, and also in consideration of his eminent 
service at Trivatorc on the 19th instant, in defeat- 
ing the enemy, with so much loss on their side. 
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and without the loss of one man in ours ; — that 
the President by his Commission constituted 
Lieutenant John "Roach, Msyor of all the Honor- 
able Company's forces on the C'oast of Coromandel 
and Island of Sumatra ; and that a Gold Medaly 
with the Honorable Company's arms set round 
with diamond sparks, with an inscription on the 
reverse suitable to the oceasion, (the value about 
300 pagodas) be given hjaa. 

" Agreed (hat Ms pay as Msijor be 20 pagodas 
per mensem^ 

" Agreed that it be left to the discretion of the 
President to order smart money to the wounded, 
and some gratuity to the inferior officers, who all 
behaved themselves very well in the engagement." 

Thus ended this gallant little a££air, which must 
have created no small excitement amongst the 
<ienizens of Fort St. George. 

The following story of a spy is very curious as 
illustrating the life of an adventurer in the olden 
time. 

" Friday, 7th February. Tbe President informs 
the Board that he had for sometime past kept ona 
Francisco Ferera, a pretended Doctor, close pri- 
soner in the Fort, on an inf(»-matiou he had re* 
ceived that the said Doctor had performed the 
part of a spy, and given informiAion of our circuna- 
atances to the Moors during our quan*els with 
Diaram, That as to his personal character, he 
had formerly been a Jew in Italy, and Const anti* 
nople, and at Grand Cairo ; and that in the latte? 
place he turned Turk, and married and had chilr 
di^n, who aow reside there. That he has been 

37 
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sometime in these parts, and professing himself a 
Christian, married a Portuguese woman an inhabi- 
tant of this city. The President adds that he has been 
very much solicited to release the prisoner, who is 
not capable of doing any iiirther hurt with respect 
to Diaram. He proposes to consider whether the 
prisoner may not be freed on giving security for 
his behaviour, and that he shall not go out of the 
English bounds without leave of the Grovemon 
All the circumstances being considered, it is 
agreed, that on giving good security as above, that 
the said Frandsco Ferera be discharged from his 
imprisonment. 

" The prisoner proposing -one Francisco Gre- 
gorio, au inhabitant of this place of some substance, 
to be bound with him in the penal sum of 1000 
pagodas for his good behaviour j — it is ordered 
that the Secretary make out a bond accordingly." 

The next story of a murder gives us an insight 
into the working of the police peons under the 
PeddaNaik. 

" Monday, 9th June 1718. The President re- 
ports that some Guzerat Merchants had been with 
him this morning, to advise him that one Frivadee, 
a Surat Merchant Inhabitant of this place, was 
found this morning with his servant hanged in his 
own house, and that it was supposed they had 
hanged themselves. That on this information he 
had ordered the Secretary, in the presence of the 
Company's merchants and the Guzerat merchants^ 
to take an account of the deceased's effects and se- 
cure them for his relations. 
• "Wednesday, 11th June. The President ac- 
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quaints the Board that yesterday morning he had 
discovered that Frivadee and bis servant, who 
were supposed to have hanged themselves, were 
murdered by robbers, who had carried off a very 
large booty in money ; that he had immediately 
given out orders for a strict search after the mur- 
derers ; and that just now three persons were 
brought before him, charged with that murder ; 
that the case being extraordinary, he had sum- 
moned them together to hear the examination of 
the prisoners, and such witnesses as should appear 
against them. 

" The prisoners and witnesses, with a considera- 
ble number of the principal inhabitants, Europeans 
and Natives, were called in j and the money and 
jewels which had been taken by the prisoners fiom 
Frivadee were produced, having been taken in 
possession of the several prisoners to the amount 
of five or six thousand pagodas. 

" On a full examination it appeared to the whole 
Board that there was sufficient reason to put the 
prisoners upon trial for their lives for murder and 
robbery ; and it was accordingly agreed that they 
should be tried in the Mayor's Court according to 
the charter, and that an order be given the Mayor 
in the following manner. 

" On a full examination of Cadojee, Perscram, 
and Kisnados, who stand charged with the murder 
of Frivadee and his servant on the night between 
eighth and ninth instant, and several other wit- 
nesses concerning that murder, — we do find full 
and sufficient cause to put the said Cadojee, Per- 
scram and Kisnados on trial for their lives -, and 
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m order thereto, we do hereby authorize you, the 
Worshipful John Legg, Esq., Mayor, to summon ti 
court to-raornwr, being the 12th instant, for the 
trial of the said prisoners, and to acquit them, or 
on their conviction of murder and robbery, to 
eondemn them to suffer death in such manner as 
shall seem to you most proper to deter others from 
committing the like crimes/' 

Short work was made of these gentlemen, for 
two days afterwards we find the foilowing signifir* 
eant entry. 

"Friday, ISth June. This morning about 
9 o'clock Cadojee, Perserara, and Kisnados were 
executed upon the Island.'* 

This event directed the attention of Governor 
Collet's attention to the inefficiency of the Fedda 
Naik. IVe extract the proceedings at length, 

" Monday, 7th July. The President reports to 
the Board that Pedda Naik, the chief Watchman 
of the town, has- forfeited his Cowle by open and 
notorious transgressions of every part thereof; 
that he is become utteriy incapable of discharging 
the duty of that post, having by his extravagance 
rendered himself unable either to maintain a suffi- 
cient number of Taliars to watch the city, or to 
make good any losses that shall happen as by the 
Cowle he is obliged to do ; that through his in- 
capacity as a watchman to discharge his duty, 
frequent robberies have happened of late, and ono 
instance of what is unusual in these parts of a 
merchant and his servant murdered in their own 
bouse by robbers. The President added that if a 
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fipeedy stop was not put to this mischief it would 
increase upon us till it become past remedy. 

" The Cowle was then read, and the violation 
of eyery part thereof by Pedda Naik was notorious 
to the whole Board. 

'' The Pedda Naik being called in, and acquaint- 
ed with the sentiments of the Board on his con^ 
duct, was asked if he had any thing to say in his 
own defence. He only repUed that he was not 
able to do better, and left himself to the judgment 
of the Board. 

" Agreed that Pedda Naik, chief watchman of 
the city, having forfeited his Cowle, and being in- 
capable of performing the duty of his office, be 
dismissed the Honorable Company's Service. 

" Agreed that Koonugoree Timapa, Naik of 
the same cast and family with Pedda Naik, be 
constituted chief watchman of this city of Madras, 
under the same obligation of duty, and with the 
same privileges and revenues as the former enjoyed. 

" Agreed that the revenues from the Sea Gate, 
Choultry and Bazar appropriated to the Watch- 
man, be to the end of this month carried to Pedda 
Naik account, they being mortgaged to the cor- 
poration ; and the beginning of the next month 
delivered up to the new Watchman j and that all 
these other revenues be immediately delivered up 
to the new Watchman." 

Towards the end of the year 1718, Governor 
Collet appears to have concluded a definite arrange- 
ment with Sadatulla Khan, Nabob of Arcot, as 
rega;:ds possession of the out-villages. The fol- 
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lowing extracts will sufficiently explain the mat* 
ter. 

"Monday, 10th November 1718. The Presi- 
dent represents to the Board the present state of 
aflfairs with respect to the country Government ; 
that he has been for sometime past, as they know, 
threatened with forces from the Nabob, in case 
he would not deliver up Trivatore and the villages 
granted by the iirmaim. But that for about a 
fortnight past the Nabob had by some of his agents 
begun privately a treaty of peace with him. The 
first terms that were offered were that the villages 
should be delivered into the hands of Sunka Ramah 
till a sunnud could be procured from Seiad Hus- 
sein Ali Khan ; which being rejected by the 
President, the Nabob proposed that the President 
should write to him in general terms to this pur- 
pose ; viz, that he had taken possession of the 
village by virtue of the king*s grant, and that the 
Company would give orders to return the king 
thanks for his bounty, and to procure a sunriud 
from Seiad Hussein Ali Khan. If not that the 
Nabob was at liberty to act as he should think 
fit. To which the Nabob was to answer, that if 
the Company procured a sunnud from Seiad Hus- 
sein Ali Khan, it would confirm the peace between 
us. The President adds that the sum insisted on 
for presents is 2000 pagodas for the Nabob, and 
1000 pagodas for Ducknaroy his Secretary, and 
prime minister ; of which he proposes 1000 to be 
paid out of the tax levied for building the choul- 
tries, and the other 2000 out of cash. The Presi- 
dent further adds that he has not yet returned an 
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answer to this proposal, being willing first to know 
the sentiments of the Board concerning it. 

" After mature deliberation the whole Board 
unaminously agreed that the President should ac- 
cept of the Nabob's proposal, and make peace with 
him accordingly, for the following reasons. 

First. Hereby we fully assert our right to the 
possession of the villages by virtue of the King's 
grant, without entering into any engagements 
of receding from that right, even though a 
sunnud should not be obtained. 

Secondly. That three years time of settled 
peace (as far as such a thing can be with the 
Moors) is hereby gained, and thereby time suflSci- 
ent for the Honorable Company to give their 
orders for our future conduct. 

Thirdly. We hereby assert the Honorable Com- 
pany's right to all the grants made in the Fiimaun, 
in which that of Divy Island is inchided. 

Fourthly. By making peace on these terms, we 
eflfectually prevent all future demands upon us on 
account of our new fortifications on the Northside 
of the Town, and of our fortifying Egmore, which 
used to be always esteemed a ground of complaint 
and cause of quarrel. It also prevents all claim 
on account of the goods recovered out of the wreck 
of the Ship " Success," and the manner of our doing 
it, that is by open force. A peace being once con- 
cluded without any claim on these accounts, there 
can be no pretensions raised on them hereafter. 

" The President then told the gentlemen of the 
Board that this negotiation required the utmost 
secrecy till it was eflFected. Besides that, though 
he does believe the Nabob to be in earnest, yet thie 
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Moors so much affect a mysterious conduct, that 
it is not to be depended on till perfected. It being 
very usual for them to enter on a Treaty when 
they design a surprizing blow. He added that to 
prevent any danger of that kind, he had placed a 
sufficient Garrison in Egmore Fort, and doubled 
the guards at all the Choultries ; and that he had 
employed several spies in the enemy's camp as 
well as in the country round about." 

" Monday, 15th December. The President re- 
ports to the Board that this day the peace con* 
eluded with the Nabob was fully ratified ; that 
Aga Mogheen, who had negotiated that affair with 
•him, came to the Garden about 10 o'clock this 
morning with two elephants, fifteen horses, and 
about three hundred peons ; that one of the ele- 
phants carried a chair of state with a canopy, in 
which sat two persons who brought two Seerpaws 
for the President, with a perwanna in answer to 
the letters wrote sometime since, expressing the 
Nabob's agreement to the terms of peace, and de- 
siring a sunnud might be procured from Seiad 
Hussein Ali Khan as soon as it could be done con- 
veniently. The Nabob sent also a horse which 
Aga Mogheen delivered to the President. The 
solemnity was greater than usual on the occasion 
on the Moors part. We received them with a 
body of nearly 500 men in arms ; all the Honor* 
able Company's servants and most of the inha- 
bitants being present, with great numbers of the 
Natives. The presents being received, the Na- 
bob's health was drank and 81 guns fired." 

Baring this year Governor Collet was engaged 
in a long and troublesome inquiry into the con- 
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duct of the Governor of Sumatra, who by ir- 
regular proceedings had brought on a war with 
the Sultan, which had terminated in the forced 
retirement of the English. The particulars would 
afford but littie interest to our Madras readers ; 
but the following certified statement of the inhu- 
man conduct of an English supervisor at this 
time, furnishes such a sad picture of the atrocities 
which occasionally occurred, that we cannot pass it 
over. The entry is to be found in the consultation 
book of 14th August, 1718 ; but the event itself 
had taken place at the beginning of the year. The 
statement is as foHows. 

** To whom it doth or may oonoem, 
" This is to certify that on Sunday the 2nd of 
February 1718, before noon came on shore at 
Bantal], Mr. James Morris (supervisor from the 
Malborough) some thing in liquor. After dinner, 
he being drunk, he sent for two of the men pri- 
soners of war out of the cock house ; when having 
asked a few questions, he ord^ed than down up- 
on the parade, himself attending, where he ordered 
one of them to be beheaded first, and then the other 
inhumanly to have his fingers and thumbs hacked 
off joint by joint, and at last his head cut off ; 
after which, or n^t day, he obliged Sultan Cut- 
cheel to sign their death wiirrants ; in attestation 
of which we have hereunto set our hands this 9th 
dny of August 1717 in Madras. 

Benjamin Gtravbs. 

Bqb£bt Wynn. 

AuauaTus Wtnn. 

E0B£BT BaRBET." 
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CHAPTEE XXX. 

GOYEBNOBSHIP OF HR. JOSEPH COLLET. 

1719—20. 

The closing year of Mr. Collet's governorship 
seem to have passed tranqiiilly away ; and the 
domestic incidents which occurred at Madras thus 
present a striking contrast to those tragical 
revolutions at Delhi which were heralding the 
faU. of the Mogul empire. In a previous chapter, 
we noticed the state of the court at DelM in 
171 5-17, when the EngUsh embassy was despatch- 
ed from Calcutta to the emperor Feroksere. We 
now purpose to bring out in bold relief the con- 
trast already indicated. First stringing together 
the concluding annals of Madras under Governor 
Collet ; and then taking a glance at the contempo- 
rary events which were being enacted in the em- 
pire of the Mogul. 

Our first incident is simple enough, and the ex- 
tract will explain itself. 

" Monday, 5th January, 1719. Augustus Bur- 
ton, who came out in the Honorable Company's 
Service upon the " Mary" the last year, on 
his coming on board the ship brought with him 
clandestinely a young man, named Edmund Massey» 
his brother-in-law ; without permission of the Com- 
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pany or Captain, who was ignorant of it till the 
ship was under sail, when it was too late to send 
him ashore. The Captain, since his arrival from 
Bengal, applied to the President for permission to 
carry the said Edmund Massey back again to Eng- 
land, to prevent his having to pay the penalty for 
bringing out any passenger to India without the 
Company's permission, which he is obliged to by 
his charter party. But the said Edmund Mas- 
sey, having likewise requested to be entertained in 
the service here as a writer, and being a sober lad 
and capable of business, — it is agreed that we do 
give Captain Hobben a permission to leave him 
here, and that he be admitted into the service till 
the Honorable Company's pleasure can be known 
concerning him." 

Our next extract illustrates the peaceful state of 
the relations between the Government of Fort St. 
George, and Sadatulla Khan, the Nabob of the 
Carnatic. 

" Wednesday, 11th February. The President 
represent to the Board that Ducknaroy, who is 
prime minister to the Nabob Sadutulla Khan, and 
Fyre Khan the Nabob's general, came to St Thome 
last Saturday, with a body of 400 horse and 1000 
foot, in order to perform a religious ceremony of 
washing in the sea at the time of the Sun's Eclipse 
the next day ; and that he (the President) had 
sent the Company's black servants and merchants 
to welcome him into this part of the country, and 
to sound the inclinations of Ducknaroy, whether 
he was inclined to accept an invitation to see the 
Fort ; and that he had received a very civil answer 
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from Ducknaroy aod Fyre Kkaa, with assurances 
of their friendship, and an intimation that they 
were inclined to give him a visit. 

" These two persons having the greatest influ- 
ence both in the direction and in the execution of 
the Nabob's affairs, it is thought convenient to 
receive them in such a manner as may establish 
the good understanding between us and them be^ 
gun on making the peace ; and that jHresents be 
made them in such a manner as may be most ac- 
ceptable to them to the amount of 1000 pagodas ; 
that they may be admitted into the White Town 
with 20 palankeens, 100 horse, and 200 foot ; 
that the President receive them at the foot of the 
stairs in the inner Fort, and lead Ducknaroy into 
the Consultation Eoom ; that 51 guns be fi^d by 
the Fort j and then taken up by the ships ; that 
on his departure out of the White Town the same 
number of guns be again fired, and taken up by 
the ships also ; that the Secretary and Captain 
Fullerton be sent to St. Thom^ to invite them to 
come into Town to-morrow morning." 

" Thursday, 12th February. About 9 o'clock 
this morning Ducknaroy, the Nabob Sadatulla 
Khan's Prime Minister smd favorite, together with 
Fyre Khan his General, entered the Town with 
100 horse and 200 foot (in pursuance to the invi- 
tation) and came to pay a visit to the President. 
They were welcomed into Town with 51 guns 
from the Fort and afterwards from the " King 
George" and other ships in the road with a pro- 
portionable number. The President attended by 
the gentlemen of Council, covenanted servants 
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and most of the inbabitants of the place, conduct- 
ed tbem into the Consultation Boom, where the 
Nabob's health was drank, and siter a shoit con- 
fabulation, they took their leaves (being saluted 
with 61 guns from the Fort and afterwards by the 
ships as above) and went to a house in the Black 
Town prepared by Sunkah Bamah for their recep- 
tion ; where th^ were sumptuously entertained at 
the Honorable Company's Expense till & o^dock 
in the evening, when they went to take a view 
of the Garden house and from thence returned to 
St. Thom^." 

The following incidents are so simple that we 
leave the records to tell their own stoiy. 

" Monday, 2Srd February, 1719. The President 
acquaints the Board that being informed several 
Patau Merchants were come from Bengal on a 
ship bound to St. Thome, he had used means to 
induce them to settle at Madras and to land their 
goods here ; that he had prevailed with them, on 
condition they had a cowle granted exempting 
them from paying the Pagoda or Musqueet duty. 
They alledged that to pay to the Pago^ would be 
contributing to the promoting of idolatry ; and 
that they cannot consent to contribute to the Mus- 
queet in this place, which belongs to a different 
sect of Mahommadans. 

*' Agreed that in consideration the granting 
such a cowle will be no detidment to any part of the 
Honorable Company's revenues, but on tbe con- 
trary will increase them by the addition of foieien 
Merchants becoming inhabitants, such a cowle be 
granted them." 
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"Thursday, 26th February, 1719. Chinna 
Chetty, one of the Chetty Caste, was brought before 
the Board and charged with the breach of the law 
made the 7th February 1717, for preventing dis- 
putes and differences between the several Castes ; 
wherein it is provided that all the several castes 
shall, on their public festivals and solemnities, 
make use of St George's flag and no other. In 
violation of which law the said Chinna Chetty did 
hoist a Gentoo flag at Trivatore on Sunday last. 
He confessed the fact, but pleaded ignorance of 
the law, which could not be true ; that law having 
been promulgated with the utmost solemnity, being 
affixed to all the gates of the town for some 
months, and made on so remarkable an occasion 
as the desertion of the Chetty caste. 

" The Board, not being informed of the crimi- 
nal's circumstances, fully agreed to defer pronounc- 
ing sentence till the next consultation ; designing, 
if he be a man of some substance, to impose a pro- 
portionate fine upon him ; otherwise to inflict a 
corporal punishment and turn him out of the 
bounds ; it being necessary to make an example 
of such offenders on the first breach of that law ; 
the preservation of which is so requisite to prevent 
all disturbances that may otherwise arise on caste 
affairs. 

" Monday, 2nd March. The President reports 
to the Board that according to agreement in last 
consultation, he had enquired into the circum- 
stances of Chinna Chetty, and found him incapable 
of paying a fine which would be large enough to 
deter others from committins the like offence. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



m«-M.J HI8T0KT OF HABBAS. 303 

Wherefore the Board gave sentence that he should 
stand in the pillory for the space of an hour the 
next choultry day, with a label before him to 
signify his offence, and that then he be expelled 
the Bounds." 

The next incident is particularly interesting, as 
illustrating the growth of religious toleration in 
the English settlement at Fort St. George. Some 
of our readers will remember that in the year 1680, 
when Mr. Streynsham Master was Governor of 
Madras, the intermarriage of Protestants with 
Eoman Catholics had excited the attention of the 
English Government ; and the two English Chap- 
lains being taking into Council, the following 
Atrocious order was forthwith promulgated. 
*' That upon the marriage of a Protestant with a 
Boman Catholic, both the parties to be married 
shall solemnly promise before one of the Chaplains 
of the place, before the Banns shall be published, 
and also in the Chapel or Church upon the day 
of marriage, that all the children by them be- 
gotten and bom, shall be brought up in the Pro- 
testant religion." How this narrow-minded re- 
gulation worked for the benefit of the Protestant 
religion, will be gathered from the following cir- 
cumstances which transpired some thirty years 
afterwards 

"Thursday, 2nd April, 1719. The Presidemt 
represents that the Portuguese priests of St. 
Thom^ had very lately taken the liberty to marry 
some English people belonging to this city with- 
out leave ; which practice he apprehended to be of 
dangerous consequence ; many of the young Gen- 
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tlemen in the Oompany's Service being of good 
families in England, who would be very much 
scandalized at such marriages as were likdy to be 
contracted here, without the consent of the Presi- 
dent ; particularly that one Crane, late chief Mate 
of our ship " Falconbridge", was married to a 
French man's daughter of this place on Sunday 
ia^st ; and in ordet to it renounced the Protestant 
religion, which he had professed all his life till 
within a few days before. The odier was one 
Button, an ordinary fellow, who was married a 
week before at St. Thom^ to Ann Bidiey, whose 
fether was formerly Governor of the West coast. 
Her small fortune being in the hands of the Church, 
the minister, as one of her guaidians, refused his 
consent ; on which they went to St, Thom^, and 
found a priest to marry them there. The President 
adds that, to show his resentment of such a practice, 
he had ordered the Mettos not to suffer any of the 
Portuguese Padres, belonging to St. Thom^ to 
come into the English bounds. He further proposed 
to the Board to consider of some pr<^er orders to 
be given for preventing the like practices for the 
future. After some consideration, it was agreed 
that an order be published in the English and 
Portuguese languages, and put up in writing 
at the Sea Gate and at the Portuguese Church, 
that if any Christian inhabitant of Madras 
shall be married in this dfy, at St. Thom^, 
or elsewhere, without leave from the Presi- 
dent ; that if he be in the Company's service 
he shall be liable to such penalty as we shall think 
iit ; but if the person so offending shall not be in 
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the Company's service, and only a free merchant 
or inhabitant of the Town, he shall be expelled the 
English Government on the Coast of Coromandel. 
Also any parent consenting to, or promoting such 
marriage, without leave as aforesaid, shall be liable 
to the like penalty of expulsion." 

" Monday, 6th April. The President informs 
the Board that on a full enquiry iuto the marriage 
of the Mate Crane, mentioned in last Consultation, 
he finds that the said Crane had been bred a Pro- 
testant, and continued to profess a Protestant re- 
ligion till within a few days of his mamage ; and 
then the woman whom he married refused to have 
the ceremony performed in the English Church, 
because all Roman Catholics married there are ob- 
liged to subscribe a declaration that they will 
bring up their children in the Protestant religion, 
by an order of Council dated the 25 th of March 
1680; and that on her refusal there to comply 
with that obligation, he had renounced the Protes- 
tant religion and declared himself a Roman Catho- 
lic in order to mariy her. The President therefore 
proposed to the consideration of the Board, whe- 
ther that order of Council, dated 25 th of March 
1680, should be repeated or not ; which being 
freely debated, it was unanimously agreed to re- 
peal the general order, for the following reasons. 

" First, that the obligation is in its own nature 
unjust, and a violation of that natural right which 
all parents have to educate their children in that 
religion they think most acceptable to God. 
Secondly, that such a promise can be no obliga- 
tion on the conscience of anv person, being unlaw- 

39 
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ful in itself. Thirdly, that the requiring such a 
promise may be attended with ill consequences, as 
in the instance now before us ; the woman re- 
fusing to be married in the English Church for 
that reason only ; the consequence of which was, 
Crane*s renouncing the Protestant religion and 
declaring himself a Roman Catholic. 

" Ordered that the Secretary acquaint the Ho- 
norable Company's Chaplain of the place in 
writing, with the repeal of the aforesaid order, 
and that he is not any more to require such 
subscription." 

" The President also acquaints the Board, that 
the severe methods which he had taken to show 
liis resentment to the Protuguese priests of St. 
Thomd, for marrying any subject of this Govern- 
inent without his consent, had produced a very 
good effect ; for that the Padre Governor at St. 
Thome had sent him a very submissive letter or 
address, wherein he obliges himself, and those of 
his fraternity subject to him, not to marry any 
persona subject to this Government for the future, 
"without asking his previous consent." 

The following entry refers to the general history. 

"Thursday, 16th April, 1719. General letter 
from Masulipatam dated the 26th ultimo read, 
advising that it is reported that there is an in- 
surrection amongst the Seiads, who have de- 
throned and imprisoned King Peroksere. The 
said letter further advises, as a confirmation of that 
news, that the Nabob of Golcondah who was ad- 
vancing towards Masulipatam, immediately upon 
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that intelligence returned to Golcondah, in order 
to draw in his effects with all possible expedition." 

The Nabob of Golcondah here mentioned, does 
not appear to have beea the Seiad Hussein Ali, 
8ubah of the Dekkan ; for be had gone to Delhi 
to assist his brother AbduUah, the Vizier, in de • 
throning Feroksere, and settins up other puppet 
kings in his room.. Nor coiud it have been 
Cheen Kulich Khan, better known as the Nizam- 
ool-Mulk ; for he had retired from the Dekkan oi\ 
the appointment of Hussein Ali, and was at 
this time merely Governor of Malwa. We there-» 
fore infer that by the Nabob of Golconda was 
meant Mobariz Khan, the local Governor of Hy- 
derabad. But we shall have more to say upon 
this subject further on. 

To return to the annals of Fort St. George. 
The following incident does not speak much for the 
pliilological attainments of the English inhabitants 
at this peri6d. 

" Monday, 25th May, 1719. The President re- 
presents to the Board that there is not any person 
in the Honorable Company's Service in this place, 
who is able to translate a letter out of the Portu- 
guese end French languages into English; or 
vice versa, to translate English into those lan- 
guages ; which has rendered it difficult for him to 
maintain the necessary correspondence in the 
Honorable Company's affairs ; the Portuguese lan- 
guage being the common language of India amongst 
all Europeans. He therefore proposes to admit a 
young man, named George Foriano, son of Mr. 
Nathanid Foriano (Super Cargo of the Honorable 
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Comp<nny'8 Ship " Hertford" to China), 'who is 
well qualified for the purpose abovementioned, being 
skilled in both those languages, to be a Factor in 
the Honorable Company's Service here. 

" Agreed that Mr. George Foriano be admitted 
a Factor, Mr. Elwick offering to be security for 
him, and that the Secretary make out his Inden- 
tures for three years." 

The next entry is worth preserving as illustrative 
of the times. Singularly enough it expresses the 
same fears on a small scale, as those which have 
been felt in some quarters in reference to the re- 
ductions which are now going on in our Indian 
army. 

" Thursday, 9th July. The Honorable Court 
of Directors having, in the 5th paragraph of their 
letters to us by the " Marlborough," thought fit 
to order that the Garrison of this place should be 
reduced to 360 men and the Garrison of Fort St. 
David to 340. The manner of doing it is taken 
into consideration. 

" It appears to us, — First, that this limitation 
is only designed for a time of established peace, 
which is not the case at present ; there being by 
our last advices from Delhi, two princes with 
large armies contending for the Empire, the event 
of which may very probably affect us. 

" Secondly, it appears dangerous to disband the 
whole number of supernumerary forces at once, 
even in a time of peace; much more so in a time 
of famine. Such number of men must be put 
upon violent measures, or else be obliged to go in 
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a body into the service of the Moors, which may 
be very dangerous to this settlement. 

" It is therefore agreed that the President give 
orders to the officers to disband gradually the 
worst of the Topazes, from about twenty to forty 
in a month as he shall think fit " 

In the last chapter we noticed that the Pedda 
Naik, or Chief Watchman, was dismissed from his 
post on account of neglect of duty. It will be 
seen from the following entry that it was soon 
found necessary to restore him to his former 
employment. 

" Monday, 17th August. The petition of Coono- 
gozee Timapa Naik read, desiring liberty to re- 
sign his employment of Chief Watchman to Coono- 
gozee Pedda Naik, who officiated in that office be- 
fore him, and was very capable of executing it, 
but was dismissed for his extravagance. The said 
Timapa Naik being unfit to do the duty of that 
post any longer, by reason of his old age ; and the 
former Pedda Naik, being very much reclaimed by 
the hardships which his extravagance brought upon 
him, promises a faithful discharge of his duty for 
the future, and tenders the duties belonging to the 
office of Chief Watchman as a security for his fidel- 
ity and good behaviour. 

"Agreed therefore that Coonogozee Timapa 
Naik be discharged at his request from the office 
of Chief Watchman of this city ; and that Coono- 
gozee Pedda Naik be appointed in his stead." 

Another entry occurs the same day which illus- 
trates the summary method of proceeding with 
pirates in Governor Collet's time. 
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*' The President acquaints the Board that on 
Tuesday 11th instant, he, with the rest of the 
Commissioners for trying of pirates, did bring 
Koger Bulhnore, one of those that ran away with 
the " George" Brigantine, to his trial, by virtue of 
King George's Commission; and that having 
found him guilty of piracy, felony and robbery, 
they had passed sentence of death upon him, and 
that he was ordered to be executed on Wednesday 
next." 

The hot winds this season appear to have been 
too much for Governor Collet and accordingly he 
tietermined to retire. But we leave the records to 
tell the story. 

"Tliursday, 15th October, 1719. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that having found him- 
self indisposed during the last season of the land 
winds ; so that it is with difficulty that he has 
been able to discharge the duty of his station ; and 
that therefore he has determined to return to 
Europe on the next ship to be despatched from 
hence ; and acquaints them with his purpose so 
early that there may be time for settling the Go- 
vernment according to the Honorable Company's 
standing orders. 

" He tl^en proposed that Mr. Francis Hastings 
should be sent for up from Fort St. David, as soon 
JL9 he could conveniently, in ord^ to take the chair 
upon the President's going off ; and that Mr. 
William Jennings, second of Council here, should 
go down thither with a Commission for Deputy 
Goveraor, and that Mr. Nathaniel Elwick, who 
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will then be second here, take on him the office of 
accountant. 

" The President then produced a letter wrote 
to himself separately by the Honorable Court of 
Directors, dated the 8th January 1717, and read 
the first para ; by which it appears that they de- 
signed Mr. Elwick for the Export Warehouse- 
keepers employ particularly, as being well skilled 
in the sorts of calicoes sent from hence to Eng- 
land. He therefore, proposed that Mr. Elwick 
should keep the Export Warehousekeeper's em- 
ploy, and that Mr, Hichard Horden Sea Customer 
should take the Import Warehousekeeper's em- 
ploy upon him ; and that this regulation should 
continue in force till the arrival of the next letters 
from Europe. 

" To all which proposals the Board agreed 
unanimously." 

The last measures of Governor Collet are of 
such a simple character that they require no pre- 
liminary explanation, and it will be sufficient to 
lay the entries themselves before our readers. 

"Monday, 2nd November, 1719. According 
to order of last consultation, Vizago, the Choultry 
Dubash, was brought before the Board on his 
trial, for extorting exorbitant fees beyond what 
had ever been practiced, particularly on the re- 
gister of slaves. The most that had ever been 
allowed was 20 fanams in the whole, including 
the Company's duty ; whereas he had obliged 
great numbers of people to pay him 24 fanams, 
and took the 4 fanams to his own use ; also in 
house bills registered at the choultry, where the 
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true fees are 2 pagodas and 2 fanams per cent., 
he extorted 2 pagodas and 18 fanams, and in 
many instances a larger proportion ; and also in 
house bills registered at the court, he extorted in 
general about 16 per cent above the usual fees ; 
and that besides the above mentioned, he has been 
guilty of great neglect in his office, by putting off 
the poor people and refusing to do their business. 

" A great number of persons 9f all ranks ap- 
peared to prove the several branches of the charge ; 
but there was no occasion to hear any witness ex- 
cept to the last article, he confessing all the rest 
on their being propose^- to him ; some witnesses 
were called for the proof of that, who very fully 
convicted him of delay, and putting off their busi- 
ness from time to time without any reasonable 
excuse. 

" The prisoner and witnesses being withdrawn, 
it was considered that the practice was in itself 
scandalous and abusive, and particularly oppres- 
sive to the poor ; many of them being obliged 
in this time of famine to sell their children 
for rice ; and the extorting 4 fanams in the fees 
was a considerable hardship on them ; that, 
therefore, it was necessary to put a stop to such 
abuses by making the offender a public example. 

" Accordingly it was resolved that Vizago, the 
Choultry Dubash aforementioned, be turned out of 
the Honorable Company's service, and disabled 
from any future employment therein ; that he 
stand in the pillory the next Choultry day ; and 
that he be fined 500 pagodas, one-half to be paid 
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to the Charity School, and the other hsdf to the 
Choultry Stock for the maintenance of prisoners. 

" The criminal being called in, sentence was 
pronounced accordingly. 

" To prevent such abuses for the future, it is 
ordered that the after written statement of Choul- 
try fees, being agreeable to ancient custom, be 
hung up in the Choultry by the Chief Justice. 

" For registering houses and land in the Mayors 
Court register, situated in the Black town, pettahs, 
or out gardens ; for every bill to pay one per cent 
to the Chief Justice, and half per cent to the Ee- ■ 
gistrar on the value of the house or land. 

"And whereas most of the buildings in the 
Christian Town do far exceed those without in 
value, to prevent the charges running too high : 
for every bill value under 500 pagodas, is to pay 
the same fees ' as above ; but all bills exceeding 
that sum are to pay 5 pagodas to the Chief Jus- 
tice, and 2i pagodas to the Eegistrar, and no 
more. - 

" For registering houses and land in the Choul- 
try Register ; for every bill to pay one per cent, 
to the Chief Justice, and one per cent, to the 
Begistrar, on the value of the house or land. 

" For Registering slaves ; for every slave the 
Honorable Company are to receive 8 I'anams, the 
Begistrar 8 fanams, and the Chief Justice 2 
fanams. 

" And all bills, either for houses, land, or 
slaves, are to pay to the Choultry Dubash one 
anam, and to the Chief Justice's Taliars one 
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fiuiam, for their tronble in getting the billB regis* 
tered. 

** And whereas some small houses in the Black 
Town, not exceeding 5 or 6 pagodas in value, 
are made over by bills of sale wrote in Gentoo 
on Cajau leaves, which are entered in the Begistor 
kept by the Town Coaicoply for that purpose ; for 
every Ci\}an bill the Town Coniooply is to receive 
fanams ; besides the one per cent as above to 
the Chief Justice and Begistrar. 

** The bricklayers for measuring of ground are to 
receive for their trouble 2 fanams for all vslued at 
100 pagodas or upwards, and one £uiam for all 
under." 

" Thursday, »6th Novanber, 1719. The Pre- 
sident acquaints the Board that he had some time 
since published an order for registering all houses 
and gardens in the Black Town, or the adjacent 
parts, in the Mayor's Court or Choultry, for pre- 
vention of frauds in sale and mortgages; but 
that some of the poor having complained to him 
that during the present deamess of grain it would 
be hard upon them to pay the charges though 
small, he therefore, proposes that all houses under 
60 pagodas value should be exempted from the 
obligation of that order, till plenty returns, which 
the Board agrees to.'* 

" Wednesday, 28rd December, 1719. Tlie Presi- 
dent being about to depart iar England, demands 
for his justification hereafter, a certificate from the 
accountant that he stands not indebted upon the 
Honorable Company's General Books. He like- 
wise demands a certificate from the Sea Customer 
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that he has paid all their customs due from him, 
pne from the Beeeiver to the same puipose, and 
another from the Land Customer. All which are 
ordered to be drawn out against next consultation 
and delivered him, the Board being satisfied that 
he is not in any way ind^jted to the Honorable 
Company. 

'' Monday, 28th December, 1719. The Presi- 
dent ddiyers in a list of the inhabitants of a new 
pettah or town raised near Triyatore, consisting oi 
105 houses which are inhabited by 489 persons, 
male and female, besides children, ranged under 
the usual divisions of Bight hand and Left hand 
Caste. He acquaints the Board, that the town, 
in which there is also a handsome pagoda, is call- 
ed at the desire of the people " Collet's pettah ;'* 
and that the inhabitants consist of weavers and 
painters, which he encouraged by degrees to come 
and live near this place, that they might be ser- 
viceable to the Honorable Company. That in 
order to prevail with them to a compliance, he 
promised them, so soon as the town was completed* 
a Cowle should be given them to secure to them 
audi privileges and immunities ; and the said Town 
being now finished, and the inhabitants well settled, 
he proposes that his promise which is now claimed, 
ahould be performed, and a Cowle given them ac- 
eordingly ; the oonditions of whidi being approved 
by the Board, as well as the President's manage* 
ment in this a&ir, the Secretary is ordered to pre- 
pare." 

'' Monday, 18th January, 1720. Early this 
morning the Honorable Joseph Collet, Esq., Pkie- 
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sident, embarked on Board the " King William ;*' 
whereon the Goverment fell to the Honorable. 
Francis Hastings, Esq. 

Having thus closed the narrative of the tranquil 
state of ^airs at Fort St. Greorge during the last 
year of Mr. Collet's administration, it may be a» 
well to take a brief glance at the contemporary 
state of the ruling power at Delhi. All those in- 
fluences which indicate the decline of an empire, 
were in full play in the empire of the Mogul. Yio& 
and sensuality at the court, frequent rebellions in 
the provinces, a puppet king strugglLng for power, 
overbearing ministers, a mercenary army without 
thesUghtest sentiment of loyalty, incessant intrigues 
ending in open assassinations ; — these, and a thou- 
sand other significant circumstances, were tran- 
spiring in India. Indeed it must have been evident 
to all that ever since the death of Aurungzebe in 
1707, the Mogul empire had been hastening to its 
dissolution ; worn out by premature old age 
brought on by its political crimes, and vainly 
struggling to retain the appearance of strength 
and beauty when it was fast sinking into the grave. 
It was during this gradual decay of the power 
of the Mogul, that a man arose, whose name, and 
that if his descendants, must ever take a prominent 
place in the history of this Presidency. This man 
was Cheen Kulich Khan, better known as Nizam- 
ool-Moolk, the first Nizam of the Dekkan. His 
f«ther Ghazee-oo-deen was one of those Tartar ad- 
venturers, who had migrated into India at a com-, 
paratively recent period, and risen to eminence du- 
ring the wars in the Dekkan. The future Nizam 
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was bom in 1644, and like his father had distin- 
guished himself in the wars of Aurungzebe. Du- 
ring the reigns of the immediate successors of 
Aurungzebe, — Shah Aulum and Jehandar Shah, — 
he had fallen into obscurity, in consequence of his 
rivahy with Zulfikar Khan, — that great king maker 
to whom both the last mentioned princes owed their 
thrones. But in 1713, when he was fast approach- 
ing his seventieth year, his fortunes were again on 
the rise. Jehandar Shah had been dethroned by 
the two Seiads ; and both he and Zulfikar Klum 
were put to death. The two Seiads set up Ferok- 
sere as a puppet of their own ; and Cheen KuUch 
Khan, being well known as the enemy of Zulfikar 
Khan was first appointed Nizam of the Dekkan. 

Most of the intrigues of Feroksere to escape 
from the thraldom of the Seiads, have already been 
noticed in the narrative of the English mission 
from Calcutta to Delhi. But the last of all, the 
one which led to the downfall of Feroksere, de- 
serves especial notice ; for it is one which striking- 
ly illustrates the desperate state of public affairs, 
whilst it is closely connected with the rising fortunes 
of Cheen Kulich Khan. But the last and most and 
important plot of all, the one in which Cheen 
Kulich Khan was implicated, and which led to the 
ruin of Feroksere about the very time that Gover- 
nor Collet left the Madras Presidency, deserves 
especial mention. 

Very early in the reign of Feroksere, Cheen 
Kulich Khan had cause to hate the two Seiads, — ' 
Abdullah, the vizier, and Hussein, the commander 
in-chief. He had held the government of the 
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Dekkan little more than a year, when he was re- 
moved to the small goyemment of Moradabad, and 
the Dekkan was handed OTer to Hussein. Under 
such circumstances the disappointed Nizam waa 
likely to prove a powerful supporter to Feroksere. 
Accordingly he was summoned to eourt> and the 
emperor promised to make him vizier in the room 
oi AbduUah, provided the Sdads were overthrown. 

A plot was speedily formed, and was soon ripe 
for execution. Hussein was away in the Dekkan, 
and Abdullah was alone in Delhi. Accordingly 
it was determined to assassinate Abdullah at that 
great festival which terminates the Bamazan ; for 
on that day the long went in state to the Mosque» 
attended by a train of nobles and troops far ex- 
ceeding in number the guards of the vizier. But 
all went wrong through the criminal weakness of 
If eroksere. He had a favourite, a low profligate mi- 
nion, who was naturally hated by the whole court. 
The influence of this favourite was all powerful. 
By his advice Ferokaere was induced to postpone 
the plot. Worst of all, F^tdcsere {argot his promise 
to Gheeu Kulich Khan, and aetuaUy engaged to 
make this wretched favourite vizier as soon as the 
Seiads were overthrown. Lastly the empestot was 
mad enough to give to this favourite the district oi 
Moradabad as a private jaghire ; being the very 
district of which Oheen KuHch Khan was Gover- 
nor. 

These circumstances came out in time, and then 
Gheen Kulich Khan was more exasperated against 
such an infatuated king than he had previously 
been against the Seiads ; whilst the vizier Abdul- 
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lah saw tliat Feroksere was incorrigible, and tibat 
liis own life would be in constant danger so long 
as Feroksere continued on tbe throne. According^ 
ly be drew over Cheen Kulicb Khan by the promise 
of the government of Malwa, and immediately 
snimnoned his brother Hussein Ali from the Dek- 
kan. 

The doom of the empevor Feroksere was now 
sealed. In his alarm he sought a reconciliation 
with Abdullah, and the vizier engaged with the 
emperor in mutual oaths of fidelity and at- 
tadbment. Of course such oaths were ut- 
terly worthless. Abdullah merely desired to 
gain time for the arrival of his brodier; 
whilst the cowardly FeFoksere continued to lay 
pilots for the assassmation of the Seiads. Mean« 
time Hussein Ali had made a peace with the Mah«* 
rattas, and at last reached Delhi with thirty thou- 
sand horse, ten thousand of whom were Mahrattas* 

The whole city was now filled with dread. Every 
one felt, from the highest Omrah to the lowest 
dealer in the bazaars, that a terrible convulsion 
was at hand. The very appearance of the 
Mahrattas, Hindoo robbers as they were, sug- 
gested ideas of massacre and plunder to the 
Mussulmen of Delhi ; whilst no one could &reie]i 
who would gion the ascendant, the Seiads or the 
emperor. Meantime the wretched Feroksere began 
to see his own folly. He was howev» far too 
weak and cowardly to attempt the slightest resis- 
tance to the two Seiads, and iJierefore helplessly 
submitted to their mercy. They demanded that 
the royal guards should be withdrawn from the 
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palace, and that their own soldiers should be post- 
ed in their room. Feroksere obeyed. Hussein All 
then paid him a formal visit,' and the poor miser- 
able emperor made a desperate effort to conciliate 
his enemy. He received the Seiad with the great- 
est distinction. He burst into tears and placed 
his own turban on the head of Hussein ; and even 
took the jewels from his dress and pressed Hussein 
to accept them. But the Seiad refused, and 
upbraided the faUen monarch with lus ingratitude. 
He then left the palace without paying any of the 
ordinary ceremonies of respect due to the person 
of his sovereign. 

; In a few days more all was over. On the 15th 
of February 1719, Feroksere expressed a wish to 
hunt, but the Seiads suspected him of designing 
an escape, and obliged him to postpone the inten- 
tion. . The next day the Seiads surrounded the 
palace with their troops, and the vizier entered 
the presence of the Emperor, and demanded that 
all the offices of the palace should be given into 
his hands. Feroksere promised compliance, but 
prayed for delay ; and the evasion threw the vizier 
into such a passion, that the terrified emperor re- 
treated to the haram, which he hoped would be 
respected by the rebels. 

The story of the night which followed is one of 
the most thrilling narratives in all the Mussulman 
histories. The vizier Abdullah remained in the 
palace, and so also did Ajeet Sing, Eajah of 
Mewar, whose daughter had been given in 
marriage to Feroksere as a token of submission to 
the Mogul supremacy. The army of Hussein 
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All, induding the tea thousiiad Mahrattas, re- 
mained under anns tlie whole night. Early ia 
the morning a rumour flew through the city 
that the yivier had been killed by Ajeet Sing, who 
had resolved to protect the emperor bis son-in-law; 
and accordingly aev^al omrahs prepared to rise 
against Hussein AIL Meantime a party of Mah- 
rattas had engaged with eome aoldiers whom they 
had mistaken for an eaemy ; and the still more 
frightful vumour spread through Delhi that Che 
Mahrattas were plundering the city. At once the 
whole population of fiery Mussulmen asoae as (me 
man against the idolatrous Mahrattas. Fifteen 
hundred Hindoos were massacred in the streets, and 
the whole city was thrown into frightful disord^. 
Those omrahs who supported the cause of the 
Seiads, iu their alarm at the supposed death of the 
viaier, were preparing to make their escape from the 
scene of anarchy. Plunder, fire, and massacre had 
already begun, when the news spread that Abdul- 
lah was still alive. Hussein Ali and his friends now 
recovered their ^irits and restored order. The 
royal servants were disposed after a brief resist- 
ance'; and it was prodaimed from the walls of the 
citadel that another prince had ascended the 
throne. 

Whilst these events were being transacted in the 
city, still darker horrors were being perpetrated in 
the palace. Feroksere utterly refused to leave the 
haram. Meantime Abdullah was informed that the 
people were abready in revolt, and that no time 
was to be lost. In this extremity he commanded 
some Afghans to force open the doors of the 

41 
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haram. There was a short conflict with the 
eunuchs and other attendants, and then the yizier 
and his rude soldiery rushed into the sacred apart- 
ments. The unhappy emperor, surrounded by his 
mother, wife, daughter, and other princesses, was 
soon discovered. The royal ladies iiiled the air 
with their shrieks and prayers for mercy, whilst 
¥eroksere himself was m an agony of terror. But 
Abdullah turned a deaf ear to ali entreaties, and 
pounced upon his prey. The emperor was drag- 
ged from the arms of the half frantic women, and 
thrown into a dark chamber. A child was taken 
from the confined princes, and immediately seat- 
ed upon the throne ; and the booming of cannon 
and customary strains of music announced to the 
people of Delhi that Feroksere was deposed and 
that another puppet king reigned in his stead. 

The end of Feroksere' may be related almost in 
the very words of the Mussulman historian. For 
two months he was confined in a dark chamber, 
enduring various calamities. The hot iron, by 
which so many princes had been incapacitated 
from reigning, was drawn over the eyes of Ferok- 
sere ; but strange to say it did not utterly destroy 
his sight. He sent the most piteous messages to 
the Seiads, praying to be restored to the throne 
on any terms they chose ; but not the slightest 
attention was paid to his prayers. Then he pro- 
mised immense rewards to his keepers, provided 
they would connive at his escape. The Seiads 
were now alarmed, for Feroksere was still lament- 
ed by the lower orders amongst whom he had 
squandered his treasures, and an escape might be 
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followed by a revolt and a revolution. According- 
ly they resolved on his death. On two different 
occasions poison was mingled with his victuals, 
but without effect. The third time he was thrown 
into violent agonies, and began to invoke God 
against his murderers. The bow string was then 
sent for, but the emperor struggled against his 
executioners with all the violence of desperation. 
He seized the bow string with his hands, and it 
was only after he had been beaten down with 
clubs, that the string was passed round his neck, 
and he at last expired. On the following evening 
the body was interred in the tomb of Humayun, fol- 
lowed by a large crowd, eursing the Seiads and 
lamenting their beloved Feroksere. 

The new child emperor only reigned four 
months, and then died of a consumption. Another 
ehild was taken from amongst the confined princes, 
hni he shared the same fate. At last a healthier 
young prince was selected, who ascended the 
throne under the name of Mohammed Shah. He 
began to reign before the end of 1719, and 
before the end of 1720 the power of the Seiads 
was entirely over. This event is so intimately 
connected with the final establishment of Cheen 
Kulich Khan as Nizam of the Dekkan, that we can 
scarcely avoid narrating it here. 

On the deposition of Feroksere, Cheen Kulich 
Khan had obtained his promised reward, namely, 
the government of Malwa. There he found every- 
thing lapsing into anarchy ; — the Zemindars as- 
serting their independence, and the people either 
suffering from robbers or becoming robbers them- 
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8elv«8« These disorders justified him in raising 
and maintaining troops ; but the Seiads soon sus- 
pected that he was aiming at something far beyond 
the mere defence of his province. Accordingly 
they tried every friendly means to remove him. 
Hussmn All was still viceroy of the Pfckkan, and 
they hinted to Cheen Kulich Khan, that as 
Malwa lay half wa^ between the Dckkan and 
Delhi, so it would form a very convenient re- 
sidence for Hussein Ali ; inasnmeh as from that 
spot Hussein could both superintend his vice royal- 
ty in the Dekkan, imd watch the progress of 
affairs at the capital. Accordingly they offered 
Cheen KuHch Khan fbixr other Subahs, any one 
of which he might have in exchange for lialwa. 
He sent back an insulting refusal, and then march- 
ed an army over the Nerbudda into the Dekkan, 
where he had many old connections both amongst 
the Mussulmans and the Mahrattas. There he 
achieved a brilliant success, and the Seiads became 
alarmed. An anny was sent against him, but he de- 
feated it. At the same time, the new king Moham* 
med Shah, saw in Cheen Kulich Khan, one who 
might deliver him from the thraldom of the Seiads. 
Accordingly he sent secret messages assuring him 
that he should receive royal support in his resis- 
tance to the Seiads. 

In this extremity the Seiads resolved that Hus- 
sein should march against the self-consiituted 
Nizam of the Dekkan, whilst Abdullah remained 
at Delhi. To make matters doubly sure, it was 
also resolved that Mohammed Shah should ac- 
company Hussein. This circumstance proved the 
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ruin of the Seiads. A conspiracy was formed 
for assassinating Hussein during the march. 
A savage Calmuck named Uyder Khan was 
pitched upon to strike the blow. Whilst 
Hussein was passing along in his palankeen, 
Hyder attracted his attention with a petition ; and 
when Hussein commanded him to present it, he 
drew out his dagger and inflicted a mortal blow 
upon the Seiad. Hussein suspected the author 
of the conspiracy, and cried out *' Put the emperor 
to death." Bat it was too late. The necessary 
preparations had been made for the defence of Mo- 
hammed Shah, though the assassin himself was 
cut in pieces on the spot by a hundred swords. 

Here closes the story of the famous usurpa- 
tion of the Seiads. Mohammed Shah returned to 
Delhi, and Abdullah was utterly defeated, and im- 
prisoned for life. How the Mogul empire rapidly 
faded away, until it seemed to expire in the funerid 
pyre heaped up by Nadir Shah, belongs to a future 
episode in our annals of the Madras Presidency. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF ME. FRANCIS HASTINGS. 
1720—21. 

The Govemorsliip of Mr. Francis Hastings, the 
successor of Mr. CoUett, was short and turbulent. 
It la^d little more than a year and a half, name- 
ly, from the 18th of January, 1720, to the 15th of 
October, 1721. The foreign relations were quiet 
enough at this time, and for some years afterwards, 
as both SadatuUa Khan, Nabob of the Carnatic, 
and Cheen Kulick Khan, Subah of the Dekkan, 
were far too busy in establishing themselves in 
their several governments to pay much attention 
to the little Factory at Fort St, George, so long 
as it paid the annual rental on the day it was due. 
But the internal affairs of the settlement were 
marked by many irregularities and disorders during 
the administration of Mr. Hastings, and of his 
successor Mr. Elwick ; and thus necessitated those 
rigid inquiries and thorough reforms which were 
subsequently carried out by one of the most re- 
fljiarkable of all the early Governors of Fort St. 
George, namely, Mr. James Macrae. 

The first incident under the rule of Mr. Hastings 
is connected with an extraordinary dispute with an 
Havildar in the neighbourhood of Egmore, which 
was brought to a tragical conclusion ; the Hayildaj: 
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being shot dead in the midst of the quarrel by the 
Company's Chief Peon. The following is the offi- 
cial narrative of the affair. 

" Saturday, 20th Februaiy, 1720. Tlie Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board, that last night the 
Havildar of the Metto near Egmore had stopped 
some oxen, loaden with bricks and straw, ^duch 
belonged to the Honorable Company, which . were 
coming into Town. This momiug, being com* 
plained to about it by the Paymaster, as also of 
the people being beat and imprisoned that were 
driving the oxen and refused to pay some money, 
which tlie Metto people would have extorted from 
them ; — ^he (the President) sent the Chief Dubash, 
with some others, to know the reason of such 
an insult, and to demand the delivery of our people 
whom he had imprisoned. The President adds 
that instead of receiving answer to that message, 
the Havildar retiomed him a very saucy one, and 
refused to let the Honorable Company's goods and 
people pass ; though the Chief Dubash used many 
mild persuasive arguments with him for that pur- 
pose. At length, not being able to prevail, the 
Chief Dubash returned and gave the President an 
account of what had passed ; whereupon he order- 
ed the Chief Peon, with some others, to go and 
expostulate with the Havildar further, and in case 
of any resistance to force the Havildar to a com- 
pliance. But when the Chief Peon went to him, 
he found him at the head of about 60 of his peons 
and people in a fighting posture ; and upon going 
up to him to deliver the President's message, 
the Havildar drew his scimetar and struck at 
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liim, which he warded off with his target, 
and thereby evaded being cut down. The Chief 
Peon immediately drew a pistol from his side, and 
shot the Havildar ; which when he had done, he 
with his people fell upon the rest and killed two 
more, which terrified them all so much that they 
ran away. 

" The President adds that he thinks the Chief 
Peon has by this action showed himself a trosty 
servant to the Honorable Company, and deserves 
encouragement ; that if he had sat tamely down 
imder this first insult, we should not have failed 
of receiving many more of a higher degree ; and 
that our showing our resentment upon this occa- 
non will have a good influence upon all the Metto 
people, and Junkameers for the future ; that lest 
the matter should be represented to our prejudice 
to the Nabob, he has taken care to transmit an ex* 
act account of it to our Vakeel at Arcot ; and for 
the security of the garrison has given orders to the 
Officers to be upon a very strict guard for fear of 
surprise." 

" Monday, 14th March, 1720. The President 
acquaints the Board that he has received very 
friaidly letters from the Nabob and Ducknaroy 
upon the subject of the Metto Havildar being 
unfortunately killed by our peons ; and that appre- 
hending no disturbance will ensue, he has ordered 
in the guards which he had joined to those at 
Egmore and the Choultries, in ord^ to put a stop 
to the expence occasioned thereby." 

The next event is narrated at a length far ex- 
ceeding its importance, and can be best told in a 
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few words. It seems that a discovery was made 
that some sort of correspondence had been going 
on between the principal Chetties in Madras and 
the Portuguese Viceroy of Goa. From a perusal 
of the papers it would seem that this correspond- 
ence only referred to some presents that the Viceroy 
of Goa wished to send to Hussein All, the previ- 
ous Subah of the Dekkan ; but Governor Hastings 
appears to have suspected that the correspondence 
had for its object the '' revolt of the Chetties," or 
in other words their removal from the English Go- 
vernment of Fort St. George to the Portuguese 
Government of St. Thome. The matter assumes 
an undue importance in the records, inasmuch as 
it was the cause of a tremendous quarrel between 
Governor Hastings, and Mr. Nathaniel Elwick, 
who was at that time third in Council ; Governor 
Hastings being inclined to deal harshly with the 
Chetties, whilst Mr. Elwick declared that no proof 
whatever had been furnished that they were really 
guilty. Under such circumstances Governor Hast- 
ings placed the Heads of the Chetties under con- 
finement, and then ordered the following proclama- 
tion to be posted on the Sea Gate, with the view 
of obtaining further evidence against them. 

"Monday, 25th April, 1720. Whereas a dia- 
oovery hath lately been made of a design sometime 
since formed by the inhabitants of the Chetty 
caste of this place, to revolt from this Government 
and to take protection under the Portuguese at St. 
Thom^ ; and whereas there is just reason to sus- 
pect, by the Viceroy of Goa's letters to the Heads 
of the Chetfy caste, that they signified under their 
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hancls their resolution to desert this place and shel- 
ter themselves under the Tortuguese at St. Thom^, 
in case he could have obtained a grant of that 
place from the Nabob ; and whereas, furthermore, 
the said Chetties upon examination have confident- 
ly denied their engagement in any such conspi- 
racy ; — ^the Honorable Grovemor and Council have 
therefore thought fit to issue out this proclamation, 
that if any person or persons concerned in the 
said conspiracy will make discovery to the Presi- 
dent, or to any one of the Council, so as that the 
rest of the persons concerned may be fully con- 
victed, such person or persons shall receive a 
handsome reward and full pardon for themselves." 
" By order of the Honorable Governor 
and Council." 

The Proclamation had no effect whatever. No one 
came forward to volunteer evidence, and the Chet- 
ties themselves obstinately denied aJl knowledge of 
such a conspiracy. Accordingly Governor Hastings 
desired them to sign a paper, in which confiscation 
of all property and the forfeiture of all protection 
were declared to be the penalty of desertion. This 
however the Chetties refused to do, and then the 
Governor proposed that the two head Chetty 
merchants, who conducted the Company's invest- 
ments, should be suspended from their office. The 
following extract from the consultation of the 
80th ^by, 1720, will show the nature of Mr. 
Elwick's opposition. 

" Mr. Elwick offered security for the two Chetty 
Merchants, as far as 10,000 pagodas, for their 
appearance six months hence ; but being asked if 
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he would sign the security paper in their behalf 
aforementioned (inyolving the pain of coniiscation 
and forfeiture) ; and being also asked if he would 
suffer the penalty which the Chetties must suffer 
in case their accusatiou should hereafter be turned 
into a conviction ; — he refused them both ; and 
being told by some of the Board, that the security 
which he offered was no more than bail for their 
appearance six months hence, and that according 
to the laws of our nation all persons taken up 
upon suspicion of treason are forthwith imprison* 
ed without bail or mainprize, Mr. Elwick's notion 
was thereupon rejected." 

Mr. Elwick continued to be veiy earnest in his 
opposition to the suspension of the two Chetty 
Merchants, and declared that the sorting of the 
cloth, and the business of the Company generally, 
could not go on whilst they were in confinement. 
The re^sords of the dispute are far too voluminous 
for publication, but the following extract from the 
consultation book of the 19th of July will suffi- 
ciently illustrate the party spirit which prevailed. 

** The President acquaints the Board that Mr. 
Elwick, the Warehouse keeper, has been very re- 
miss in his business in not having given in any 
account of the contract ever since it was made, 
and in not having sorted any quantity of cloth 
since the *' Dawson's" dispatch ; though out of 
perverse, obstinate humour Mr. Elwick pressed 
him once or twice, while the merchants were con- 
fined, for their releasement in order to go to sort- 
ing. Mr. Elwick, finding his plea for not sorting 
proved to be nothing else but an excuse for idle- 
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ncss, began to be much enraged ; and told the 
President that it would draw very strange stories 
on the stage, and that the consequence must take 
its course, desiring those words might be minuted 
rerbatim ; to which the President made no reply, 
but ordered the Secretary to minute them ac* 
eordingly/' 

About this time the attention of the 6oven»<^ 
ment was excited by the murder of a Chetty whose 
name is not mentioned. It wfts a cold blooded 
affair. The murderers were two soldiers, named 
Robert Grott and Eichard Righting, who appear 
to have killed their victim for the sake of drink. 
The depositions are lengthy, but the following 
eltract. will suffice to show how such cases were 
adjudicated on in the Council Room. 

" Monday, August 1st, 1730. The affair of the 
murder is now resumed. The President acquaints 
the Board, that a Dubash boy (belonging to one 
of the prisoners suspected to be guilty of the mur- 
der) was apprehended at St. Thom^ ; who being 
sent for in, deposes that he went with Robert 
Groit, his master, from his house in company with 
two white men, and a wotoan, whose names he 
could not tell, to drink toddy at a toddy house ; 
where they stayed till past 18 o'clock at night, at 
tyhich time the two men and the woman left them. 
Then the prisoners Grott and Righting went to a 
choultry and carried a bottle of arrack ; where they 
saw a inan covered over with a clout, fast asleep 3 
whotn soon after they awaked by giving him a 
blow with a cane, and at the same time asked for 
fanam^ to buy arrack. The man answered he had 
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none. But receiving a blow or two more from 
them, he gave them one fanam, then another, and 
afterwards a third. Upon continuing their usage 
to him, aiid repeating their demands, he drew 
down his purse and bid them look if there was 
any more. Then the prisoner Righting told him if 
he had no more than three fanams, he would give 
him more if he would gb with him to the Gover- 
nor's Garden ; but instead of carrying him thither, 
they led him to another garden near the Choultry, 
where he afterwards heard hiin cry out. The 
Dubash further deposes that when he would have 
followed ihem, they struck him and bid him be 
gone ; and as he was going away he saw Righting 
take the club from Grott. After this they went 
to Town, and a soldier, by natoe Clark (whose 
house they were in) asked them, how came they so 
bloody ; who said they had been fighting. The 
Dubash afterwards went to look for a mat to sleep 
on, and saw Righting look over some silver things ; 
and upon demanding leave to go home, he denied 
him. Clark again asked them how came they so 
bloody ; who replied as before that they had been 
fighting. 

" Righting being sent for in and interrogated 
concerning what the boy had deposed against him, 
sayfi that he never had the club in his hand, but 
carried the Chetty into the Garden ; upon which 
he was ordered to withdraw ; and Grott being 
called in says that Righting took the dub away 
from him and killed the man. 

" Righting being brought in again, and ac- 
quainted with what his comrade had alleged 
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against him, declared that they had been drinking:^ 
and that the Dubash boy told Grott that this 
Chetty fellow had money ; upon which Grott went 
to him and asked him for some, when he gave 
him two fanamsjthen he demanded two more, 
but he would not give it them. The deponent 
Eighting, seeing that, took him into a garden, and 
told him if he would not comply he would carry 
him to the Governor's Garden ; and as they were 
talking together Grott struck him with the club 
and kiUed him. Grott being called in, again denies 
what is laid to his charge ; and being asked where 
the Chetty's silver girdle, his earrings, and other 
things were, avers that Eighting took them and he 
his heard nothing of them since. Upon which 
Eighting was again sent for and asked the same 
question ; who answered that the Dubash boy 
took them off, which is all that he knows of the 
matter." 

" The prisoners being all dismissed the Eoom, 
the Board debated upon the affair for some time, 
and then unanimously pronounced them guilty of 
the murder. But the Honorable Company, hav- 
ing not yet procured a power to bring to an Exe- 
cution, it was agreed they should be continued in 
prison and whipped very severely every week as a 
punishment for the disorders they committed as 
soldiers." 

The murder case being thus deposed of. Go- 
vernor Hastings poured out the vials of his 
wrath upon Mr. Elwick. He brought forward a 
declaration that he would no longer sit at the 
Council Board whilst Mr. Elwick was present, 
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But the story is best told in the language of the 
records. 

" Monday, 8th August, 1720. The President 
acquaints the Board, that he has called this con- 
suttation on a very extraordinary occasion, in order 
to lay before us a declaration concerning the re- 
peated affronts that he had received from Mr. 
Nathaniel Elwick, a member of this Board, and 
also his incapacity for the service of the Honorable 
Company. The said declaration being read before 
the Board, and duly considered ; Mr. Elwick was 
ordered to withdraw ; in pursuance of the Honor- 
able Company's orders, that no member of the 
Board should continue sitting while such cases 
relating to himself were examining. 

" Mx, Elwick being withdrawn the President's 
declaration was more maturely considered ; and 
most of the members of the Board agreed that 
one or other of them was assured of the truths of 
all the facts charged on Mr. Elwick by the Presi- 
dent, in relation to his behaviour at this Board as 
well as in this place. . 

" The facts alleged to prove his incapacity were 
then considered, and thereupon Mr. Draper the 
Secretary delivered in a report, which was read 
and observed to prove one article of Mr. Elwick's 
remissness. All the other instances of his negli- 
gence were well enough known to most of the 
members of the Board, and therefore did require no 
other proof. 

" The latter clause of the President's declarations 
was then considered, wherein he pleased to publish 
hit full resolution to sit no longer as President at 
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this Board, if Mr. Elwick should continue as a 
member of it. 

" Upon recourse to the Honorable Company's 
letter in order to find out some directions in such 
out of the way cases, no such appeared; and there- 
fore, we judged it a case of an extraordinary na- 
ture. We observed, however, that suspension is 
made the penalty of a refractory disorderly beha- 
viour, as well of neglij^ence and remissness in 
business ; and therefore the President desired the 
opinion of the Board, if Mr. Elwick had not in- 
curred the penalty of suspension. 

" The matter being debated for sometime, the 
Board thought fit to come to the following agree- 
ment. 

" That as Mr. Elwick, on account of his refrac- 
tory disorderly and insolent behaviour to the Pre- 
sident, has most justly incurred the penalty order- 
ed by our Honorable Masters to be inflicted in 
such cases, as well as on account of his negligence 
and remissness in his business, which penalty is 
no less than suspension. And as the Honorable 
President has been pleased to put the matters 
upon so important an issue, as to declare to us all 
that he will not sit any longer as President, if Mr. 
Elwick is continued at this Board; we think 
ourselves under a necessity of suspooiding Mr. 
Elwick, who has been guilty of remissness in 
his business as well as of iiuiecent behaviour 
to the President and to the rest of the 
Board ; i^ther than to part with the President, 
who has so long suffered Mr. Elwick's inso- 
lence and passed by his remissness, as well as 
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behaved himself to us all with the greatest candour, 
mildness and decency imaginable. It is therefore, 
agreed and resolved that Mr. Nathaniel Elwick be 
suspended forthwith from the Honorable Com- 
pany's Service (officio et beneficio) till the. Honor- 
able Company's pleasure be known concerning him. 

" As every Member of the Board was allowed 
to give his opinion on this, as well as on all other 
occasions very freely, Messrs. Turner and Benyon 
declared that they could not agree to suspend Mr. 
Elwick; because they thought the Honorable 
Company's orders did not allow of a sufficient 
latitude for so doing, although they could not 
but confess that he had not behaved himself to the 
President so respectfully as he ought to have 
done." 

Mr. Nathaniel Elwick subsequently protested 
against the proceedings, and then the matter ended 
for a while. 

The next incident to which we have to draw at- 
tention is a very curious one, Charles Davers, o, 
young gentleman who came out as a writer in 
1717, died this year; and left an extraordinary 
will 80 illustrative of the times that we give it at 
length. Mr. Davers had come out in his eighteenth 
year, and was not twenty-one at the time he died. 
He was the fourth son of Sir Robert Davers, Ba- 
ronet. His salary appears to have been only £S 
a year, and yet he seems to have been already en- 
gaged in several commercial adventures. The de- 
sire of the young man to have his name and me- 
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jnory perpetuated is very striking ; but we leave 
the will to tell its own story, 

"Thursday, e2nd September, 1720, In the 
name of God, Amen, I, Charles Davers, now of 
Fort St. George in East India, Merchant, being 
of sound and perfect mind and memory, do make 
and ordain this my last will and testament in man- 
ner and form following. 

" Imprimis, I recommend my soul to God wh6 
gave it, hoping through the merits of a crucified 
Saviour to obtain a joyful resurrection ; and my 
body I commit to the earth to be decently interred ; 
and for all such worldly estates, as these which it 
has pleased God to bless me with, I give and 
bequeath as follows ; viz. 

" Imprimis, I leave unto the Charity School of 
this place 200 pagodas ; and desire the boys belong- 
ing to this School may attend me to the place of 
burial. Item, I leave unto the Master and Mistress 
of said School 20 pagodas each for mourning. I 
wish all piety and learning may attend them, and 
that they may infuse the same into the children, by 
the help of our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesud 
Christ, Amen. 

*' Item, I leave unto my friend Mr. Thomas 
Wright 20 pagodas for inouming. I wish all 
health may attend him in this world and happiness 
in the next. 

" Item, I leave 200 pagodas for a tomb to be 
erected in the burial place in form as follows. 
Four large pillars, each to be six covids high, and 
six covids distance one from the other ; the top to 
be arched, and upon each pillar a cherubim ; and on 
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the top of tlie arch the effigy of Justice, My body 
to be laid in the middle of the foar pillars, with a 
handsome stone a top of me, raised about four feet ; 
and this inseriptioa ki the stone: — " Here lyeth 
the body of Charles Davers, fourth son of Sir 
Robert Daveis, Bart, who departed this life 

the of Anno Domini aged ." 

The four pillars to be encompassed in with iron 
rails, which are to go from pillar to pillar ; and 
at every square, steps to be raised with stones, sd 
as people may read the inscription. 

** Item, I leave the Hono.able Governor, Coun- 
cil, and Secretary of this place, each a Gold ring 
of one pagoda and a half each value, with these 
words to be engraved in them, *' Charles Davers, 
obiit,'' etc. To whom I wish all tranquility, 
health, and prosperity. 

" Item, I leave unto Dr. Pitchers, the sum of 
30 pagodas in ease I die of my present illness, 
and that I did not pay him before I died. 

" Item, I leave unto my friend, Mr. Paul Fox- 
ley 20 pagodas for mourning ; to whom I wish all 
health in this world, and happiness in the next. 

*' Item, I leave unto the Minister that attend, 
me 20 pagodas for a ring. 

*• Item, I leave unto my friend Mr. John Mau- 
bers 20 pagodas for mourning. 

" Lastly, I leave my two trusty and beloved 
Irienda Mr. George Sittwel and Mr. Catesby. 
Oadham, my two executors of this my last will 
and testament, and desire them to see me carried 
to the place of burial in the manner following viz. 
. *' My Corpse to be carried from the Town Hall 
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at seven o'dock at night. I desire that all the 
free merchants of my acquaintance to attend me 
in their palankeens to the place of burial ; and as 
many of the Company's servants as I have «had 
any intimacy within my life time ; that all that 
attend me may have scarves and hat bands decent. 
I desire that Mr. Main, and the Charity Boys^ 
may go before my corpse, and sing a hymn ; my 
corpse to be carried by six Englishmen or more ; 
if occasion, the minister and the rest of the gentle* 
men following. I desire of the Honorable Gover- 
nor that I may have as many great guns fired as 
I am years old, which is now almost twenty-one. 
In case it is customary to pay the great guns firing 
1 desire you to do it. I desire the favour of the 
Captain of the guard to attend me ; and that you 
present him with a gold ring the same as the Go- 
vernor and Council. And now as to my Estate. 
1 have 1086 ounces of silver, which my father sent 
me out this year. I am concerned with Mr. Thomas 
Theobalds in a respondentia bond in the ** George" 
Brigantine. 1 have also an adventure with Cap- 
tain James Hurdis, the prime cost being 72 pa- 
godas and a half. I have at this time in my escri" 
tore about 100 pagodas, besides clothes and 
linen ; an account of which I always keep in my 
escritore. I desire of my two executors to accept 
of 30 pagodas each for mourning ; and each a ring 
of 15 pagodas value, with my name and time of 
death engraved upon it. 

" After my corpse is buried, which I desire may 
be done very handsomely, the remainder of my 
estate I desire may be laid out in rice, and be 
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given to the poor at the burial place, as long as it 
lasts . This I declare to be niy last will and 
testament." 

Charles Da vers," 

In the early part of 1721, an event transpired in 
Black Town which appears to have given no little 
trouble to the Governor. The Warehouse Conico- 
pily had seduced a Kajpoot woman residing at 
Madras ; and the strictness of the ideas of honour 
prevailing among the Rajpoots, led her relations 
to demand the severest punishment against the 
oflender. The story is sufficiently told in the fol- 
lowing extract from the consultations. 

"Thursday, 23rd February, 1721. Petition 
from Venkatarauze, an inhabitant of this place of 
the Rajpoot caste, was presented to the Board ; 
the import of the said petition, being a complaint 
against Davaroy, tho Warehouse Conicopilly for 
seducing his sister from her lawful husband, and 
forcibly detaining her when she was demanded by 
himself and her said husband. The President 
thereupon acquainted the Board that this complaint 
had been made to him singly a few days since ; 
whereupon he confined him to the Choultry, with 
a resolution to re-examine the case at the Board ; 
the complainant being very pressing and impor- 
tunate for justice ; and being so much exasperated 
at the shame and disgrace which their fanuly was 
like to suffer on the occasion, that they could 
scarcely be restrained from murdering themselves 
as well as the woman ; the caste or tribe to which 
they belong being so nicely strict in their rules 
with regard to matters, that concern their honour. 
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that they choose much rather to suffer death than 
' ignominy or reproach. Davaroy being brought be- 
fore the Board, and examined upon the occasion ; 
he reptied that Yenkatarauze came about ten days 
ago to him and told him that his sister had 
returned from the place, to which he sent her up 
in the country, but that he could not find her. 
Devvoy added that thereupon he sent to one 
Eyamoi-Villevochum a Washerman's wife and bid 
her look for the girl ; and when she had found her 
she told her that her brother desired she might be 
carried to Davaroy's house. Davaroy added that 
when the girl was brought thither it was very late, 
and that therefore he asked the Washerwoman why 
she brought her at that unseasonable time of night, 
and bid her go away ; but that they desired to 
lodge in the house that night, for fear of being 
taken up by the rounds. That in the morning, just 
before he went to the Fort, he enquired which ^as 
the Eajpoot woman ; who when she saw him de- 
sired his protection ^ from her friends, who, she 
said, would use her ill whenever she returned to 
them. He affirmed that he then bid her go a 
second time, but she replied, she was afraid and 
could not go ; and then the Washerwoman told him 
"that if he did not keep her from her relations she 
should suffer very much. Whereupon he came to 
the Fort. Davaroy further declared that he could 
not deny but that Yenkatarauze came to his house 
the next day, and demanded his sister, as having 
heard that she was there ; and that he replied that 
it was not in his power to deliver her up, but that 
he might go to his master. That the third day 
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the said Yenkatarauze met him in the street, 
and demanded his sister again ; and that he 
replied, that he had been hard at work in the 
Fort, and was very much fatigued, but that ho 
would talk with him in the morning ; when the 
said Yenkatarauze went and made his complaint 
to the Governor. 

'* Yenkatarauze, the Complainant, being called 
in, and asked concerning the matter in dispute ; he 
declared that about four months since, having 
heard that his sister frequently went to the afore- 
mentioned Washerwoman's house who bore no 
very reputable character, he began to be ap' 
prehensive, lest his sister should be seduced by 
her, if he did not timely prevent it ; and that 
therefore he sent her up in the couutary to some 
relations there, but that lately returning again 
very privately (which however came to his know-^ 
ledge) he sent to the aforesaid Washerman's to 
enquire where she was. The Washerwoman at first 
replied, that she knew not ; but afterwards assur-* 
ed him she was in the house of Pavaroy ; whither 
he accordingly went, and meeting him at home, in? 
treated him to deliver up his sister in order to 
prevent shame and infamy from falHng upon their 
whole family, which the detention of his sister 
would unavoidably occasion. The said Yenkata-. 
rauze further declares^ that the defendauit Davaroy 
then returned him for answer, that she was not 
in his house, but some where in the street ; 
that thereupon being exasperated, he persisted in 
ids demands of the girl ; telling him without that 
if he was resolved, himself and family should kill 
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themselves or leave the bounds ; they would do 
either of the two. To which Davaroy replied, 
they might do what they would, but that he could 
not make up the matter in less than eight or ten 
day's time, when the Ships were gone for Europe. 

" The Washerwoman being called in, and asked 
concerning this matter, she declared that the Plain- 
tiff Venkatarauze did go to Davaroy and demand 
his sister ; and that thereupon she herself was sent 
for by him, who bid her look amongst the cooly 
washerwomen for the girl ; which she did accord- 
ingly, found her, and brought her to Davaroy's 
house, who bid her go away ; that they replied it 
was late, and that they were afraid of being taken 
up by the rounds ; for which reason they desired to 
lie there that night. This deponent further al- 
leged, that then Davaroy permitted them to stay, 
but ordered her to take care of the girl, and stay 
with her. In the morning they asked Davaroy 
what they should do with her ; who replied she 
might go. The deponent added that she told 
Davaroy, that if the girl returned to her relations 
they would murder her. Whereupon Davaroy 
gave them leave to continue in his house for three 
days ; two of which*, this deponent adds, she re- 
inained with the girl ; but confesses that the third 
day she was absent. 

" The sister to the Plaintiff Venkatarauze, be- 
ing brought before the Board, was asked if Dava- 
roy was guilty of the several particulars where- 
with he now stood charged. In answer whereto, 
the woman declared in the affirmative and offered 
her oath to the same. 
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" The foregoiRg depositions being heard and 
ftdly consider^ ; Davaroy was remanded to the 
Choultiy, and the several persons concerned in 
this affair, dismissed the room." 

This afEair was debated at very great length, 
and occupies an important place in the records. 
The case was subsequently handed over to the ar- 
bitration of the heads of the castes, and Davaroy 
was sentenced to pay the sum of four hundred 
pagodas. 

Our next extract refers to the general state of 
affairs in the De^ckan. It has aheady been men- 
tioned that Hussein Ali Khan had been assassi- 
nated, and that Cheen Kulick Khan, alias Nizam- 
ool-Moolk, was Subah of the Dekkan. The entry 
though short may be useful to the historian. 

" Tuesday, 21st March, 1721. The President 
acquaints the Board that he has received repeated 
advices from our spy peons at the Nabob's Gamp, 
rdating to Cheen Kulick Khan*s coming this way 
with a veiy powerful army ; that he (Cheen Kulick 
Khan) had sunmioned all the Nabobs of this coun- 
try to come to him to give an account of their 
management ; and that it is thought he will come 
to Ginjee. The President therefore proposes to every 
one to consider, whether his coming this way may 
not prejudice the Honorable Company's affairs, if 
we do not send a present, attended with proper 
persons to treat ?nih him. The President further . 
acquaints the Board that it is reported Diaram is 
with him ; but as there is no certainty of it at pre- 
sent, he intends to make further enquiry." 

About this time Governor Hastings was en- 
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gaged in fin enqimy into the murder of two Eng- 
tishmen at Synum ia Pegu. The event excit^ 
considerable attention at the time^ but has bi^ 
since been devoid of interest. The nuda featarea 
however may be related as illustrative of the mode 
in whieh the Briti^i traded with Pegu about a 
century and a half «go- 

In 1730 a Captain Heron resided at Syriam, a 
few miles to the south-east of Bangooa, in the 
character of British Besident ; and it had been 
customary on the arrival of any of the Company's 
ships at the Syriam river, for Captain Heron to 
transact all the necessary business with the Prince 
of Syriam, or even the King of Pegu, and to give 
the supercargo such aid and advice as lay in hi^ 
power. About this timse the Company's ship '' Lusl^ 
tania»" with Mr. Steph^ Orme as Supercargo, ar- 
rived at the Syriam river. For the first day or two 
Mr. Orme lodged at Captain Heron's house, and all 
things went on smoothly. Mr. Orme however re- 
fused the proffered assistance of Captain Heron, and 
acted fot himself. He made bis own presents to 
the Prince of Syriam, and rejected the aid of Capr 
tain Heron's overseer whilst conducting the xer 
pairs of his vesseL A coolness naturallv sprung up 
between the two, which was greatly increased 
when Mr. Orme not only took a separate house> 
but hoisted the English flag in his compound. 
The quarrel soon extended to the subordinates ; 
and whenever the Lascars of the " Lusitania" went 
ashore they were obstructed and afifronted by the 
laacars of Captain Heron. The former requested 
Mr. Onne that they might be permitted to resept 
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titesd affrcmts ; but he replied that he simidd 
severely f^unisli any one of his erew who should 
make ftny ftttiick upon Captain Heron's men unkss 
be had reeeired the fast blow. 

Under these proomsing cireumstanoes the time 
oasne ronnd for theMusstilman feast called '' Hossein 
JoBsen/' and the " Peast of Jamsee ;" better known 
as^ the Mohurmm. This festiyal is celebrated by 
dancing round large fir^s in the vicinity of tha 
Mosqiis, together with mock fighting which gene- 
rally ended in real blows. Accorduigly Captain 
Heron had never permitted any Englishman to go 
near these {bstivities, and had very often prevented 
the Lascars from doing so. Above all it was strictly 
forbidden that any one should carry English ooloui's 
on the occasion. It seems however that a number 
of Lascar» from the " Lusitania/' together with 
o^ers from some Moors ships, went to the feast, 
followed at a distance by five Europeans. Whether 
colours: were carried or not appears to be uncertain. 
B«it an affray broke out, in which Cojee Zackary, 
an Armenian merchant at Syriam, interfered at the 
head of his Lascars ; being elso accompanied by the 
Lascaiia of Captain Hero^. It was in this affray 
that the Chief Mate and Gruilner were murdered at 
tba direct instigation of Cojee Zadiary. We quote 
thie deposition of one of the witnesses as a sample 
of the whole. 

" I, the under written Mauoel DeMonte, inha- 
bitant and married in this city of Madras, do 
hereby declare that I being in Syriam in the time 
that &e Moors madJs their feast ; we, the Lascars 
belonging to the Frigate called the '' Lusitauia," 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



948 HISTOBT OP If ABBAS. [im^. 

and some Moor's Ships, joined at night and weie 
going to the place wh&te the feast was> kept ; and 
when we came to the Street wherein lives thir 
Moors Calafii, we met the Lesears of Gojee Zachary 
and Captain Heron. The streets being veiy 
narrow, we could not pass by them in a body, and 
the Pilot of the Prigate (who was in our Com- 
pany) went and dewred tkrai f rien^y to go f or^ 
ward, or grant us liberty to pass them. Instead 
of hearing his petiticm, one 61 the Moors insulted 
him and gave him many blows. We seemg that, 
we all arose against tl^m and made them pre- 
sently run away ; and so continued our mareh to 
the place where the feast was kept. A little whib 
after came Cojee Zachary on horse back, with a 
lance in lus huid (made after the country Csshum) ; 
and after him his Lascars, and some of the natives, 
all armed with sticks and stones. The Pilot of Uie 
Frigate perceiving Zachary, he went to him and 
took the reins of his bridle in his hand, and beg- 
ged of Zachary not to take notice of what had 
happened. Zachary gave him no answer, and 
shaking his head he went round the fire cry- 
ing, " Beat the dogs;" and immediately 
the quarrel began, which grew so great that 
our people all run away, except the Pilot and 
Gunner of the Frigate. Zachary, spying them out 
ordered his people to beat them ; and he went 
himself to assist them, and with the lance that he 
carried in his hand, he wounded the Pilots of 
which wound the Pilot fell on the ground. 
Zachary perceiving that, and that the Gunner was 
yet safe and running away, he ordered his people 
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to ran after him and bring him back ; which they 
did and beat him in the presenee of Zachary till 
the Gnnner fell dead ; which Zachary perceiving, 
and it being near the fire round which the Moors 
celebrated the ceremony of their feast, he ordered 
to bring a light ; and looking on and examining 
the two corpses, and finding they were dead, he re- 
tired to his house. To the truth of which, being 
acted in my presence, I standing all the while in 
a house near the place, where all this was acted, 
I do hereby declare and certify, and take my oath 
on the holy ETangelist in Madras, this 8th day of 
May, 1721." 

The next day Mr. Orme, appealed to the Prince 
of Syriam for justice against Cojee Zachary, but 
appears to have been greatly obstructed by Cap- 
tain Heron. The information was transmitted to 
the king of Ava, and the latter ordered '' that 
Zachary should be in the sun three days, be bored 
through his cheeks and cut in his back seven times, 
and pay a hundred viss of silver ; and that eadi 
one of all the others concerned should receive one 
hundred blows; provided that Captain Heron 
would declare in the public Bonda that the whole 
story was true." It would seem that Zachary es- 
caped punishment ; and on reaching Madras Mr. 
Orme charged Captain Heron before Governor 
Hastings vnth having been bribed to screen the 
murderer. It will be sufficient to say that the 
charge of bribei^ fell to the ground, but that Cap- 
tain Heron received a severe reprimand from the 
Court of Directors. 

It was soon after this inquiry that the Govcr- 
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norship of Mr. Francis Hastings was bnMtght 
abraptly to a close. The quarrel with Mr. Elwiok 
was brought io an unfavorable tetmination ; lot 
instead of his suspension being confirmed, he was 
appointed Gror^mor of Fort St. George and Mr. 
Hastings was remoyed. The proeeedir^ are soihe^ 
what obscure, the QenenA ktfers from the Court of 
Pireetors bang missing. We can therefore only 
extract the following entry, after whidbi Mr. Na- 
thaniel Elwick took his seat in the f re»denjl;'» 
chair. 

*' Sunday, 15th October, 1T81. Ships " Heath- 
cote" and "Marlborough" (belonghig to the 
Honorable Qompany), arrived this afternoon from 
Great Britain ; by whom received two packeta frote 
the Honorable Court of Directors, directed to iA» 
Honorable Nathaniel Elwick, Esq., President and 
Governor, William Jennings, Nathaniel Turner, 
diehard Benyon, Catesby Oadham, John Emmer* 
son> Bandal Fowke, tfames Hubbard, and Geofgp 
Drake. All »cept Mr. Jennings immediately met 
iijL the Cottsultati<m Boom in the Fort ; where aU 
the Company's servants!, both Civil and Milit^, 
and other inhabitants, w^re summoned ; and on 
their appearance the packet was opened and the 
Commission read to them, after which they 
withdrew." 
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CHAPTER XIXII. 

GOYEEIi^OESmP OF ME. NAl||kNISL ELWICK. 

1731—541. 

Our readers will already have remarked that 
during the period now under review, Fort St. 
George was singularly free from any interference 
on the part of the Nabob of the Camatic or Suboh 
of the Dekkan. This tranquil state of affairs con- 
tinued for some years. The rent was paid regular-* 
ly, and at intervals compliments and presents were 
interchanged, but no differences appear to have 
arisen like those which mark the early annals of 
Madras. A ehange also is perceptible in what 
may be called the domestic hiifilory of the Presi- 
dency. Much of the roughness of the early period 
had passed away. Manners became less quaint 
and simple, but more refined ; and altogether there 
is a better tone in the cousultatious. Decorum 
was more strictly preserved, whatever doubts naay 
be entertained as to any real improvement in the 
morality of the times. 

The first event in the new administration was 
however an extraordinary one. On the very Sun- 
day, the 15th of October, 1721, that Mr. Elwick 
took the place of Mr. Hastings in the President's 
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chair, the new Governor asked the Secretary for 
the Cash book, in order that he might see the 
balance ; but found that it was closed up only to 
the end of the previous month, and that no entry 
of receipts or disbursements had been made for 
the month of October. Accordingly, as it was too 
late to examine the actual state of the cash 
that evening, the^ph chest was sealed up, and 
the key of the cSdown in which the silver was 
kept, called the Silver Godown, was delivered up ; 
and Mr. Hastings, the late lS:esident, and Mr. 
Cooke, the Secretary, were requested to be present 
in the morning to see them both opened. ^ 

On the following morning the council assembled 
in the Consultation Room. Mr. Hastings was not 
present, but Mr. Cooke was sent for to see the 
Silver Godown opened. The proceedings may 
here be described in the language of the official 
entry. 

"Monday, 16th October, 1721. Mr. Thomas 
Cooke being sent for, pursuant to an order of 
yesterday's Consultation, to see the Silver Godown 
opened and the treasure delivered, acquaints the 
Board that there is none at all in the Godown ; he 
having sold the last 29 chests by an order of Mr. 
Hastings, since the Consultation of the 2nd in- 
stant, at 14 dollars per 10 pagodas ; which he in- 
tended to have reported the first Consultation 
that should have been held. He was asked to pay 
in the produce of the silver, but he answered he 
had not received it. The Board then told him 
that, as he had sold it without any authority, they 
looked upon him to be accountable for it ; and de- 
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manded what security he could give for the pay- 
ment of it. In answer to wliich he desired time 
till the afternoon, when he doubted not he should 
be able to give security to our satisfaction. He 
was then ordered to withdraw, and acquainted we 
should want him by and by." 

" The President then acquaints the Board that 
be sent to Mr. Hastings, to desire to speak with 
him upon the matters of his cash account. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Hastings attended the President at 
the Fort, where they had a private conference in 
the President's room ; the result thereof from Mr, 
Hastings was, that he was deficient in the cash ac* 
count, but that he would in seven days time make 
it good and deliver in the cash account with the 
balance. In the mean time he desired to reside at. 
the garden for his health and convenience ; and 
likewise desired leave to retire to the Mount till 
the next ship sails for England, on which he hopes' 
io embark. 

*' Mr. Thomas Cooke was again sent for to the 
Board, and the money for the 29 chests of silver 
demanded of him. He answered he could not at 
present comply therewith, but that in twenty day's 
time he would make good the amount of what the 
89 chests sold for. Upon which the Board insisted 
on security till he has paid the money. He an- 
swered at present he had not any to offer, but that 
he would go and get security. Accordingly he 
was acquainted we should meet again at fou^ 
o'clock, and that then we shall expect he brings it 
with him." 

45 
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Four o'clock came, when the following discus- 
sion took place in the Consultation Eoom. 

*' Mr. Cooke attends the Board (according to 
order in this morning's consultation), and acquaints 
the Board that the late President will be answer- 
able for the amount of the sale of the 29 chests of 
treasure ; and if the Board does not think the late 
President's bond for the same suj05xjient security, 
that he is willing to enter into the bond with him 
for the amount of the same ; and being pressed for 
a sum of money forthwith in part, he answered, he 
hoped in five or six days to be able to pay in on 
account of the said silver about ten or twelve 
thousand pagodas. Upon which he was ordered 
to withdraw till the Board had considered further 
on the affair. 

" Agreed that the late President and Mr. Cooke's 
joint bond is no security to the Honorable Com- 
pany for the 29 chests of treasure; for a bond, 
without assets being joined with it and made over 
to the amount of the said treasure, is no more 
than an acknowledgment of the debt. 

"Agreed that as the President designs this 
evening to return Mr. Hasting's visit to him this 
morning, that he does discourse Mr. Hastings on 
the subject of his debt on his cash account, and 
Mr. Cooke's debt account, viz. the 29 chests of 
treasure ; and that the President desires to know 
of Mr. Hastings if he will give security for his 
debt on account of the cash ; as also for Mr. 
Cooke's debt on acxrount the 29 chests of silver ; 
and that the Board do wait the President's return^ 
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in order to debate further on tkis matter which 
has already taken us up a great deal of time." 

Late in the evening there was another consulta- 
tion, the proceedings of which are thus recorded, 

" The President reports to the Board, that he 
having been with the late President Mr. Hastings 
to return his visit of the morning, did according 
to agreement discourse Mr. Hastings on the 
affair of his cash account, and the 29 chests of trea- 
sure disposed of by Mr. Thomas Cooke ; and that 
having demanded the money, or sufficient security 
for each, the late President did thereupon reply to 
him, that he would certainly on the day after to- 
morrow (which he said was as soon as an affair of 
that nature could be transacted) pay him the ba- 
lance of the cash account in money, diamonds, or 
other sufficient security ; and that as to the affair of 
the 29 chests of silver, he desires till the time is 
elapsed which the said silver was sold at ; and con- 
cluded with desiring that no unkind expressions 
or entries be made upon our Consultation Book to 
slur his reputation. To which the President re- 
plied, he found no member of the Board any way 
incUned thereto. 

" Agreed that the Board will wait till the day 
after to-morrow, and expect the late President 
Mr. Hastings' performance of his promise, unless 
in the meantime there should appear cause for the 
contrary.*' 

During the interval Mr. Hastings was taken 
dangerously ill. Accordingly on the Wednesday, 
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being the day fixed for paying the balance of the 
cash, the following entries are recorded. 

"Wednesday, 18th October, 1721. The Pre- 
sident reports that npon hearing of the late Presi-* 
dent's dangerous illness, he sent for Mr. Cookcy 
and demanded of him security for the 29 chests of 
treasure which he has disposed of out of the Ware-* 
house. He replied he could not give in security 
for the same. Whereupon the President thought 
himself obliged to deliTcr him to the Captain of 
the Guard's charge ; but that upon his requesty he 
had permitted him to remain in the lodgings of the 
Warehouse under sentinels." 

Mr. Cooke being thus confined as seeurity for 
the 29 chests oi silver, the next thing to be eon* 
sidered was what was to be done about the eash 
balance. On perusing a rough draft of the cash 
book, it was discovered that Mr. Hastings waa 
indebted to the company more than seventy-two 
thousand pagodas; whilst the amount of cash 
actually remaining in the treasury may be gathered 
from the following extract of the same date as the 
foregoing. 

" Wednesday, continued. Mr. Walsh brought 
the key of the cash chest and opened it ; upon 
which there was found, in money one Fanam, and 
some Pirmauns and Husbulhookums ; being 29 
from the Mogul, and the Commission for trying 
the pirates ; also a paper with blue seals, said to 
be a purse belonging to Dalton deceased in Pegu. 
These were all the things found in the chest, ex- 
cept some empty pagoda bags. Mr. Walsh being 
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asked if he brought any message from Mr. Hast- 
ings, answered he had none. 

" Agreed that to-morrow morning the late Pre- 
sident's cash account be drawn out, sent to him, 
and the balance demanded to be forthwith paid; 
and after having had a long debate upon the mat- 
ter, it was also agreed that the President do give 
orders to the Captain of the Guard for securing 
the person of the late President from making his 
escape from the place till such time as that he has 
paid the Honorable Company, what he owes them 
on his cash account and the 29 chests of silver re- 
ported to be sold by Mr* Cooke." 

Notwithstanding this singularly empty state of 
the Silver Godown and Treasury Chest, Mr. Hast- 
ings scarcely appears to have been a dishonest 
man 5 and it was only the sudden manner in which 
he was required to vacate the chair that caused the 
deficiency. On the next day he paid in ten thou- 
sand pagodas r on the Saturday following he de- 
posited diamonds to the value of twenty thousand 
pagodas more, and a few days afterwards gave 
ample security for the remainder. Unfortunately 
for him the iUness with which he had been attack- 
ed proved fatal. The following simple entries tell 
their own story. 

" Tuesday, 12th December, 1 721. Mr. Francis 
Hastings, late President, desires leave to go home 
on the " Marlborough," which is panted, believing 
the security we have on the Honorable Company's 
account more than sufficient to answer their de- 
mands ; the very ill state of health he is in, and 
the little likelihood of his life if he continues here. 
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bein^ sufficient motives thereto. We have also 
permitted his servant, Thomas Newton, to go 
with him ; lie being as Mr. Hastings says a very 
useful servant to him, and has long since served 
his time to the Honorable Company. 

" Friday, 15th December, 1721. This evening 
died the late President, Francis Hastings, Jlsq." 

The year 1721 was rendered memorable by a 
great storm, which took place .during the North 
East monsoon, and occasioned very great damage. 
The records describe exactly the same kind of 
weather which still visits the coast of Coromandel 
at intervals ; but in addition to the terrors of the 
' storm, it would seem that in cases of shipwreck 
some fears were entertained of the Moors, though 
not to the same extent as in former years. The 
following extracts will describe the commotion 
which attended such an event a hundred and forty 
years ago. 

" Monday, 13th November, 1721. The Captain 
of the " King George" having yesterday in the af- 
ternoon received his dispatches, was this morning 
to take his leave of the President, who went with 
him to the Sea Gate to see him off; but the surf 
running very high, he could not get over, but 
hoped for meeting with an opportunity in the 
afternoon ; but the wind and weather increased 
rather than abated, growing very thick to the 
north east. As the evening approached rain came 
on and wind in greater abundance, which prevent- 
ed him from going off that night. 

" 14th November. All last night and this day 
.the wind and rain continued with more violence 
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than yesterday, and increased towards noon to a 
great storm. The rapidity of the waters out of 
the country was so great that it broke two of our 
bridges, that next to the Fort and the other on the 
road towards Triplicane. At the former of these 
there was at least two feet fall, which must be a 
prodigious stream to so small a bridge ; and as to 
the other it was hardly dry, so consequently the 
more liable to this disaster. The whole Island 
was overflowed, and nothing all round us to be 
seen but water, tops of hedges and trees. The 
rains and floods have carried away most of the 
Macquaw and poor peoples' houses in the suburbs 
of Madras. The weather at one o'clock in the 
afternoon was so thick and hazy that we could 
not see a stone cast round us ; and notwith- 
standing we are extremely alarmed at frequent 
firings from the ships in the road all this afternoon, 
yet we cannot do anything for the security either 
of our Honorable Masters' goods, ships or treasure ; 
the surf flying quite up to the gates, and impossi- 
ble for almost anything to live upon the sea. 

" 15th November. This morning the wind be- 
gan to abate and the weather to clear up ; but 
on our looking out into the road we could perceive 
only one ship remaining, which in the afternoon 
we heard was the ** Heathcote." The Chief Mate 
writes ashore that the brigantine he had not seen 
all yesterday, nor the " King George," nor the 
" Dartmouth" since that day at noon. As for the 
" Marlborough" she drove about 5 in the after- 
noon; and he judged that ship which was then 
at an anchor within half a mile of the surf off St. 
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Thome, to be her. Captains Elliston, Warden, and 
Crossing, and Mr. Bates, Chief Mate of the 
" Marlborough," desired horses to go down and 
see her, and look if any more were to be seen to 
the southward, but after all that they could do it 
was impossible for them to get over the river, so 
they were obliged to return. We endeavoured 
immediately a&r that to send off anchors and 
cables to the " Marlborough," who made frequent 
signals of distress ; but the boat we put the cable 
into (and in which the Chief Mate was going) fHU 
ed and split to pieces. However we with much 
ado got off a cable that afternoon, and the Chief 
Mate went aboard. As soon as he was there he 
hoisted his Ensign in the fore shrouds, the signal 
agreed upon in case of another ship in distress 
below there ; but notwithstanding all that we could 
do, we were obliged to defer sending an anchor till 
the next morning. 

" We also ordered three boats to be got ready 
and seven soldiers to go in each boat ; Captains 
Warden, Elliston, and Crossing, whose ships and 
brigantine were inissing, went one in each of 
them. But an accident prevented that wherein 
Captain Warden was from proceeding, which was 
her oversetting ; by which misfortune a Serjeant 
and three men were drowned. 

" The Honorable President in the morning, per- 
ceiving the ships were missing, dispatch^ 100 
peons to the southward along the sea side to see 
if any wrecks came ashore ; but the rivers being so 
very deep and rapid, and the country under 
water, that the peons could not pass ; so that had 
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not any intelligence till the 17th in the afternoon 
from the Chief of Covelong. However it was 
judged necessary to have an account of the above- 
mentioned signal, in order to send the men as be- 
fore related. Captain Crossing was in the first 
boat that went off that evening ; when he got 
aboard the " Marlborough" fired one gun, which 
Was agreed to be done if the signal on the fore 
«hrouda in the evening was not a mistake. 

" A Letter from Captain Tolson's Chief Mate 
to him, of this day's date, giving an account of the 
storm is hereunder entered. 

" Heathcote,'" November 1 7th, 1721, 
^* Captain Tolson, 

" Sir, 

These are to inform you that the ship hasf 
met with no further misfortune than the loss of the* 
Long boat and the parting of our small Bower 
Cable ; though I must confess it is less than ex- 
pected. It is impossible to relate the extremity of 
weather we had as to the Ships. 1 cannot tell 
further of them than that ship to the Southward of 
St. Thome I take to be the " Marlborough." The 
** Dartmouth" I see drive yesterday in the after- 
lioon ; the weather coming on so thick saw no 
tnore of her. The " King George" I saw yester- 
day noon. The brigantine we saw nothing of, 
which impute to the thickness of the weather at- 
that time ; but heartily wish they may be well, 
which 1 much doubt. The " King George", she 
being a very pestered ship, or indeed the rest, I 
ijannot see what they could do by going to sea 

46 
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witli the wind at north east, and north east by 
east, and such a grown sea. 

I am Sir, 
Your most humble Servant, 

RoGEE Hale." 

*" 16th November. The Honorable President 
leceived a letter horn Captain EUiston on board 
the " Marlborough," acquainting us she rode in 
six fathom water, aad that since eight o'clock 
Tuesday morning she had seen neither of the other 
Ships, but she has lost ibux anchors, and had only 
their sheet anchor left ; but that they had one of 
the Company's stocked, and desired timber to 
stock another, and a large Cattamaran to carry 
their anchors out to work further off shore. 1 he 
President forthwith sent them an anchor of 25 tons 
weight ready stocked, on a large Cattamaran, ac- 
cording to their desire, and they have immediately 
gone out in deeper water, and now she is very safe. 

" Captain Tolson also communicated to us a 
letter that he received from his Mate, importing 
the ship laboured prodigiously during all that 
Hurricane, which has forced all the oakum out of 
her upper works ; that they rode almost under 
water which had damaged very much their provi*^ 
sions ; that their sheet cable and best bower were 
both rubbed very much, and the outward cable to 
the best bower anchor ^erybad; that she had 
worked down all the cabins in the steerage, and 
the bulk head, and broke all Iheir hen coops to 
pieces. Late at night the President received a 
letter from Captains Elliston' and Crossing, two 
nules off Govelong, importing they had met nothing 
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like a wreck in their way, but a Long boat and 
David which they believed belonged either to the 
** Marlborough*' or " Heathcot«." 

"Friday, 17th November, 1721. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that, by peons sent from 
hence, he received advice about noon from the 
Chief of Govelong, that a ship is drove ashore 
about eight miles to the Southward of said place ; 
and that 5 chests and 20 Europeans are come 
ashore and seized by the Moors ; but what ship is 
stranded, the peons could not tell the name of. 

** Agreed that the " Heathcote" be forthwith or- 
dered under sail to the wreck ; that twenty Euro- 
peans and Captain Sutherland be sent upon her to 
protect the wreck, with ten Lascars and ammuni- 
tion, as also sixty spare arms for the Ship's Com- 
pany; with all other necessaries and as many 
Mussoolas as can be spared, together with suck 
as we can borrow from St. Thom^. Fourteen 
Europeans are already at Covelong, under com- 
mand of Captains ElUston and Crossing, as also 
twenty Lascars." 

"Friday, 17th November, 1721. Received a let- 
ter from the Cldef of the Flemings at Covelong, 
advising that an English Ship was stranded at 
Mauvelipuram, and that the people that we sent 
down were arrived there ; that the Moors at hit 
intercession treated them very well ; let them have 
two palankeens and a horse to go to the wreck, 
and enquire news of the others that were missing ; 
that they had secured all the sailors, but upon the 
Captain's request had rdeased them again ; and 
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he assures us that the Moors will not in the kast 
Jiipder but rather be assisting to us in this affair." 
We now turn to an incident, which is by no 
means without a pai-allel in the early history of 
Madras, and which at the same time is very signi- 
ficant. The Governors of Fort St. George appear 
about this period to have each had some very 
clever Native acting for them under the name of 
the Diibash ; and this Governor's Bubash not only 
transacted all the private business of his master, 
such as sales and purchases, but was frequently 
guilty of extortion and oppression towards his 
fellow countrymen, of which no one can have the 
slightest conception who is not intimately ac- 
ijuainted with the native character. Of course 
after the death or departure of a Governor many of 
these acts of tyranny came out, and the Dubash was 
made to disgorge a portion of his ill gotten gains. 
Thus some time after the death of Mr. Hastings, 
his Dubash Mar Kistna, got into trouble '; though 
we may remark in passing, that his evil deeds were 
subsequently left in the shade by another Native 
who afterwards acted as Dubash to Governor 
Macrae, 

The story pf Governor Hasting's Dubash i3 
however somewhat singular from the fact of this 
clever extortioner being of a jocular and musi- 
cal turn ; and indeed seems to have been a 
type of a character but little known to the 
European, ^amely that of a convivial Hindoo. 
Dickens tells a story of a London cabman who was 
sentenced to solitary confinement for six weeks 
for having " thrashed a fare ;" and who there- 
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upon lay upon his back and sang comic songs 
all day. It does however seem somewhat strange 
that a similar character should have turned up in 
the records of this Presidency. We give the 
original entry. 

" Saturday, 8th September, 1722. We have ac- 
quainted the Honorable Court of Directors that 
we had secured Mar Kistna, Mr. Hasting's Du- 
bash, whom we had severe complaints against 
for large debts owing to sundry persons, and other 
indirect management. He hath now either made 
fiill satisfaction, or given security for all the de- 
mands that have appeared against him, except 
a debt to Amerash Tacca, a company's merchant, 
and to the estate of his master Hastings. His 
crimes are so enormous that they call for public 
punishment, that he may be an example to future 
Dubashes how they make use of their Master's 
.power in an unwarrantable manner. He at pre- 
sent complains of a lameness in his limbs, how 
real we cannot determine ; but shall leave the de- 
termination of bis case till the Europe ships are 
gone. He always had a lodging in the Fort, and a 
sentry upon him, and had the liberty of his acr 
quaintance, till the Company's Merchants reported 
that he lived so jocular with his singing master 
jftttending him, that he would never think of pay- 
ing him his money ; which was above two months 
since, when the President ordered him into the 
Ensign's room upon the Main Guard, and the 
door to be shut ; though however he still ob- 
serves a constant levee at his window every 
morning." 
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The following extract will furnish a sufficient 
illustration of Mar Kistna's proceedings. 

" Saturday, 8th September 1722. 

" A Declaration of Tombee Chetty and Moota 
Venkitta Chetty. 

"We, Tombee Chetty and Moota Venkitta 
Chetty, do hereby declare that Mar Kistna sent 
for and told us, that as we had entered into a con- 
tract with the Honorable Company, we ought 
to give the Governor 5000 pagodas, which 
he then demanded. Upon our refusing to give 
the said money, he went and told the Governor 
tome false stories, which occasioned us to be con- 
fined one day at the Gardens. About 1 2 o'clock that 
night the peons carried us to Mar Kistna's house, 
when we asked why we put him to so much trouble 
without any reason. He answered, that if we 
would lay down 5000 pagodas we may go free, or 
else we should be con6ned in the Choultry. Not- 
withstanding those threats we still refused to give 
any money. Then he sent us to the Choul- 
try, and put us in a close prison, where two men 
can scarce stand ; and onlered the peons not to 
let us go out without the door upon any account 
whatsoever, but made us eat and drink and live 
entirely in that little phice. About four or five 
days after he gave orders that we should not have 
any provisions whatsoever, but once in four days, 
and then only a little rice and water, and of that 
not half enough to satisfy our appetites. One day 
we lighted a lamp in the said godown ; which Mar 
Kistna saw, and ordered it immediately to be put 
out* Sometime after, we sent a man to the said 
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Mar Kistna to ask him how he could be so barbar- 
ous to us. He answered, that we should not be re- 
leased uidess we would give the said 5000 pagodas ; 
telling the said servant that if we would give the said 
money, to come and tell him ; if not, not to come 
to him again; and then he ordered the peon to push 
the said man out of his house. Sometime after he 
sent a man to us to tell us that if we would give 
3000 pagodas we should be free ; which we refused. 
Sometime after 2000 pagodas ; then that we should 
be released for. 1500 pagodas. Lastly he sent 
word, if we would directly lay down 1000 pagodas 
we should be set at liberty. But fincting he 
could not get any thing from us he increased his 
barbarity to the utmost of his power, and then 
released us, all which was by the persuasion of 
Mar ICistna. Therefore we hope this Honorable 
Board will examine this affair." 

The subsequent treatment of Mar Kistna may 
be gathered from the following extracts. 

"Wednesday, 10th October, 1722. Agreed 
that Mar Kistna be, as he has petitioned, permit- 
ted to go about Town under a guard of peons and 
Talliars in the day time, to gather in his effects, 
in order to satisfy what he owes to the estates of 
Messrs. Hastings, Wright, and other creditors ; 
that the Petitioners be permitted to sue Kistna in 
the Mayor's Court if they please, and that the 
peons and Talliars every night do return Mar 
Kistna to his confinement, till he has satisfied all 
his creditors." 

" Tuesday, 11th December, 1722. Petition of 
Mar Kistna read, setting forth that being under 
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confinement at the Fort, and not having con- 
veniences proper to take the necessary physic for 
recovery of his health, it is agreed he be delivered 
to the charge of the Chief Peon, and Taliar, and 
that he remains at his own house." 

After this Mar Kistna managed to satisfy all hia 
Creditors and obtained his liberty. 

The following extracts regarding the Armenians 
will be found interesting, as throwing light upon 
the mode in which trade was carried on in the 
olden time. Our readers will bear in mind the 
distinction between the Company's trade, and the 
trade carried on by the Company's servants and 
merchants of the place. 

" Monday, 27th April, 1724. The President 
told the Board that the Armenians had for a long 
time behaved themselves in a very insolent haughty 
manner ; and had rendered themselves not only 
undeserving the great privileges granted them, 
but likewise obnoxions to the Government by 
several actions, contrary to the rules and regula- 
tions thereof ; and that he had ordered them to 
attend the Board to answer to several facts he 
had to charge them with. The first was that 
Codejee Greorge, and the rest of the owners of the 
Ship " London," had imported, great part of the 
Ship's Cargo at Pondicherry, to the amount of 
12,000 pagodas, contrary to the orders of the 
Company ; as would fully appear from their letter 
of the 7th April 1708, where they order the native 
inhabitants to be expelled the bounds, if they carry 
the trade to St. Thome to the prejudice of the 
eustoms of Madrjis ; which by parity of reasoi;i 
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holds the same with respect to Fondicherry, since 
wherever the goods are imported, still the customs 
are lost to them. He, the President, likewise pro- 
duced the Company's letter of the 19th December 
1719, where are these remarkable words, speaking 
of the French, — that none of our Servants, whether 
Europeans or Indians, nor any of our Merchants 
or Brokers, be permitted to buy or sell for them, 
or otherwise assist them, in their trade or mer- 
chandize. He added that Codejee Petrus, an 
Armenian latdy arrived from Manilla, and 
an inhabitant of this place, bad contracted 
with the French this very yeax for 30,000 dollars 
worth of goods upon freight ; and that besides 
they had encouraged one Bassilio, a subject of 
Manilla, to come hither and carry away the freight 
from this place ; all which actions tend greatly to 
the damage of the Company with respect to their 
customs^ and to the place itself, by encouraging 
foreigners and destroying the navigation of the 
EngHsh. He added that this evil had been long 
growing to the height it now is, and that as it is 
daily increasing, if the Board do not take some 
measures to prevent it, the commerce of Madras 
must ine«ritably fall away to nothing. 

« The matter being sometime debated, and the 
privileges granted the Armenians duly considered, 
they were called in and told that it was the ex- 
press orders of the Company, that no inhabitant 
of Madras should be allowed to import goods in 
any foreign settlement to the prejudice of the cus- 
toms of this place. Likewise that none under the 
English protection were to aid and assist other 

47 
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nations in their trade and navigation, to the detri- 
ment of the English. They af&niied that they 
never had done any thing of this kind ; but being 
presssed with the importation of goods at Poudi« 
cherry, Codejee Gteorge assured the Board that he 
knew nothing of the doing of it till the good» 
were ashore and sold ; and as to the contract 
with the Prench, Codejee Petrus told them that 
money came from Manilla for account of Spaniards 
there, and consigned to him and another Armenian 
upon the French 9hip, and that his oilers were to 
return it on the same Ship. 

" They were then ordered to withdraw, and 
after some small debate it was agreed to overlook 
what was past, but to let them know that if they 
were guilty of such practices for the fhture, they 
should be proceeded against with the utmost 
rigour, in compliance with the orders of our 
Honorable Mast^s. They were called in accord- 
ingly, and told the resolution of the Board ; to 
which they promised due obedience " 

" Wednesday, 20th May, 1724. The Armenians 
not taking warning by the late orders given them 
at the Board, but growing more insolent ; and 
having since engaged with one Agostinho Bassilio, 
who is a Spaniard and come to this place, where 
he has offered freight at a lower rate than has for 
many years been customaiy, to the vast prejudice 
of the trade and navigation of this place ; it was 
proposed to put a stop to such proceedings ; but 
this being a matter of great moment, after some 
debate about the methods to be used in such a 
case, the Board thought fit to defer coming to a 
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resolution thereupon till they had more fully con- 
sidered it." 

" Tuesday, 26th May, 1724. The Board then 
resumed the debate concerning the Armenians, 
and the Manilla freight^ which was deferred the 
last consultation day ; and it was agreed by the 
whole Board that, if some measures were not taken 
to prevent it, the trade of this place would be en- 
tir^y lost to the English and given to Foreigners. 
But as the Company have given great immunities 
to that set of men, it was urged that we could not, 
without infringing those privileges, prevent their 
trading on the best terms they could ^ To which 
it was replied that the contract mentioned was an 
obsolete one $ and that even at that time it was 
made the Company complained that the circum- 
stances of the times obliged them to grant greater 
immunities than they would otherwise have done^ 
and that probably when those circumstances 
should be altered they might make some altera* 
tions therein ; by which it appeared, the Company 
themselves did not thoroughly approve of the grant- 
ing such privileges. It was added upon this side 
that the Armenians had long ago forfeited the 
privileges granted them, by carrying on their trade 
to and from Europe on the Danes' ships, and now 
more recently by contracting with the French 
and Spaniards, directly contrary to the con- 
ditions on which these concessions were made 
them. It was further added on the same side, 
that the Company do covenant and agree with their 
servants, and Free Merchants whom they per- 
mit to reside in India, that they shall have 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



372 aiSTOBT 07 If ADBAS. UTH-M' 

all manner of freedom in their trade, but that 
if ever they think fit to order any of their own 
ships to freight voyages, they do expect to be 
first served, and onr ships after them. From 
whence it is reasonable to suppose, if they will 
insist upon the first plan themselves, we ought to 
be and are allowed the second ; or otherwise we 
should be on a much worse foundation than any set 
of men in Tndia, and obliged to leave ofif all trad* 
ing ; being under traded by the natives on the one 
hand and obliged to prefer the Company's ships 
on the other. Upon the whole of the debates, 
which was continued for a considerable time, it 
was unanimously agreed and ordered, that the 
inhabitants of Madras shall not be allowed to freight 
to Manilla any goods or mcmey belonging to this 
place on any foreign ship before the English ship 
is laden." 

The following complaint addressed to the Go- 
vernment of Fort St. George on the 8th June, 
1734, by Mr. Drake, a member of Council, is worth 
preserving as illustrative of the times. 
" Honorable Sirs, 

" I am to acquaint you that on Tuesday night 
last about 10 o'clock, a Musteez belon^g to ship 
" Moylip," did in the open street assault and most 
barbarously beat one of my servants. As soon as 
I was informed of the same, I sent a civil message 
to him by my Dubash, and only desired to be ac- 
quainted with his reasons; but instead of having the 
least reply from him he returned to me my Dubash 
very much beaten, and had the insolence to follow 
him with blows to my very door» I then could 
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do no other than send for the Guard, who accord- 
ingly came and secured him for the remainder of 
the night. This no sooner was done, but Captain 
Hill, the Commander of the Ship this young of- 
fender belongs to, came to my house and in a most 
indecent manner addressed himself to me ; telling 
me I had forfeited all good manners, and had sent 
a better gentleman than myself on the Guard, and 
that my Councellorship was my only protection for 
80 doing, and only on that presumption I had 
dared to do it, and that it was well for nie I had 
such a protection to skreen me from his immedinte 
resentment. In short Captain Hills language and 
manners throughout were very foul and rude, 
and such as I believe your Honours upon 
examination will find ought neither to be given 
or taken, especially as I had only done my duty, 
and taken no more privilege than the meanest of 
your inhabitants may, to quell a riot in the pro- 
perest manner I could. I should have been very 
glad if Captain Hill would have recollected him- 
self the next morning, that I might not have given 
your Honors this trouble ; but as he persists, and 
will make me no acknowledgment, I am strictly 
obliged to make this application, and do believe 
you will iind I merited better usage than Cap- 
tain Hill was pleased to bestow on me. But this 
I refer to your determination." 

It may be gratifying to hear that Captain Hill, 
after much expostidation, was induced to make an 
apology. 

The following entries are worth preserving on 
account of their historical value. They seem to refer 
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to a confederation of different Nabobs in Southern 
India, including SadatuUa Kban^ Nabob of Aroot, 
against the power of Cheen Kulich Khan, Nizam 
of the Dekkan. Also to a struggle between two 
Miiissulman chiefs for the possession of Ginjee. 

•< Wednesday, Ist July, 1734. The President 
informed the Board, that yesterday he received 
private advices from the country that in a late 
engagement near Aurungabad, wherein the Nabobs 
of this side of the country were most of them 
joined against Cheen Kulich ELhan, this latter had 
gained a complete victory. GaHb Khan, com- 
mander of the forces sent against him by our 
Nabob, being killed ; as was likewise Falum Khan 
son to Abdul Nabbee Khan, and almost all the 
Chief Officers in the Army. Sheik Mahmud Khan, 
Nabob of Hyderabad, was likewise wounded and 
his life despaired of. These letters add that a de- 
tachment of Cheen Kulich Khan's army, amounting 
to about 15,000 men, were on their march to seize 
Sattingurra, one of the passes into the Carnatta 
country^ which had occasioned our Nabob to 
march to secure it ; in order to which he was 
levying forces with the utmost expedition and at 
very extravagant rates. Further advices say that 
Abdul Nabbee Khan was marched against Fyre 
Khan, to take possession of the Ginjee country ; 
and that we might shortly expect an account of 
the engagement from those parts." 

" Friday, 16th July, 1724. The President pro- 
duced another letter, giving us an account that 
there had happened a very bloody engagement be- 
tween Abdul Nabby Khan and Fyre Khan, in 
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which the former was killed and the latter mortally 
wounded, and that there were upwards of 12,000 
men cut off in the engagement. That upon this, 
our Nabob was marched to take possession of the 
Ginjee country, imagining that after such a vast 
loss neither side will be able to oppose him ; that 
Cheen Kulich Khan* on his march to this side of 
the country, and a detachment of his army con- 
sisting of 15,000 men, is now encamped at 15 
leagues distance from Hyderabad, in their way 
hither, followed by himself with the main body. 

" The President added that there are remaimog 
of Abdul Nabby Khan's family, 23 persons, whici 
are all resolved to maintain their right to the 
Ginjee country or die, so that there is little likeli' 
hood of these parts being settled again, in peace 
for a long time." 

" Wednesday, 22nd July 1724. There being 
a large quantity of Madeira wine in the Godowns, 
it was proposed to dispose of some part thereof. 
But the Persian Empire being so much disturbedi 
and the Afghansf beseiging Shiraz, it was re- 
solved, not to sell any Madeira yet, it being veiy 
unlikely that we should have any wine from Persia 
this year, and consequently the price of Madeira 
will rise which is now very low." 

About this time a crime was committed at Fort 

* In the records he is styled Nissa Mulmuloch, who 
is said to be the same as " Chicklys Khan." There can* 
not however be the slightest doubt of his identity. 

t The Afghans are here entitled " Ophgoons" in the 
Records. Of course in this, as in other gioular cases, w^ 
have modernized the spelling. 
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St. David, wliich is worthy of some notice. A 
Gunner was living with a Portuguese woman ; and 
one evening an Ensign of the Garrison made the 
Gunner drunk apparently for the purpose of seducing 
the woman. The Gunner however awoke from his 
drunken stupor, and after much altercation shot the 
Ensign dead. Many of the details are unfit 
for our columns, but the following extracts from 
the depositions are curious illustrations of the 
Garrison life of the period. We must prendse that 
the Gunner's name was Jens Pitterson ; the En- 
sign who was murdered was named Edward Key. 
" Jens Pitterson declares, that the 2nd of Oc- 
tober 1724, about 5 o'clock in the afternoon, he 
came from shooting ; at which time Ensign Edward 
Key asked him what game he had got ; to which 
he replied he saw nothing worth shooting, and so 
came home inmiediately. Afterwards Jens Pit- 
terson declares he went home to eat, and when he 
had done Ensign Edward Key asked him, the said 
Jens Pitterson, to go to his room to drink a dram 
with him. To which the said Pitterson replied, 
that he was not used to drink and could not bear 
liquor, and therefore desired to be excused ; but 
after many persuasions the said Jens Pitterson 
declares he went to Ensign Edward Key's room, 
and there drank with the Ensign two drams. 
After which the said Jens Pitterson says he retired 
into his own room, and that Ensign Edward Key 
about half an hour after followed him to his own 
room J when the Ensign told him, the said Jens 
Pitterson, that he wanted a companion to go with 
him to Bengal ; for that his pay was going to be 
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reduced, and he should be obliged to ask for hia 
discharge. To which Jens Pittersou says he re- 
tplied, that he had no occasion to leave the place 
while he was maintained ; but that if he was 
discharged he must seek his livelihood where he 
«ould. Upon which Ensign Edward Key shook 
the said Jens Pitterson by the hand, and said to 
him *' Comrade you must go along with me ;" and 
then they fell to drinking in Pittersou's room to 
such an excess, that the said Jens Pitterson de- 
clares he knows not what he did afterwards, only 
that some of the guard told him this morning that 
the Ensign had beat him. 

"Gulielmo D, Eozario, Sentry from 1 2 to 2 o'clock 
over the gate, deposes that about half an hour 
after one o'clock in the morning, Jens Pitterson, 
Gunner of Trepopolore Guard, waked in liquor, 
and asked Ensign Key what he was doing. Some- 
time after Jens Pitterson took his cutlace, which 
the Ensign seeing, retired into his own room and 
shut the door. Upon which Jens Pitterson emaged 
<^lled out, and fell a cutting and slashing the bars 
of the Ensign's windows. But Jens Pitterson find- 
ing he could not come to the Ensign with his cut- 
lace, went to his room and brought a gun. Where- 
upon the Deponent declares Ensign Key threatened 
Jens Pitterson, that if he did not retire from the 
window, he would fire upon him without waiting 
for orders ; and that he the deponent called 
out to the Serjeants and Corporals who 
awaked, but were afraid to seize the said Jens 
Pitterson because he had a loaded gun in his hand. 
Whereupon Ensign Edward Key came to the 

4.3 
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window of his room, and bidding Jena Pitterson 
be gone to sleep, the said Jens Pitterson fired hi» 
gun in at the window, and shot hiin ; which alarm- 
ed the guard, but they dared not seize him be- 
cause he had got another loaded piece by him ; 
therefore they waited till he fell asleep when they 
seized and bound him.'* 

It came out in the evidence that the pay of the 
Ensign was only nine pagodas a month, and that 
of the gunner only six pagodas. It will be suffi- 
cient to say that the prisoner was sent to Fort St. 
George for trial, but the judgment subsequently 
passed does not appear in the records. 

The administration of Governor El wick was 
now drawing to a close. The last event in his 
administration worth recording, is an enquiry 
into the barbarous conduct of some peons who 
were sent to St. Thome to an'est a man named 
Anconah for debt. As aU the facts were fully 
proved, it will be sufficient if we simply publish 
the complaint of Anconah, and the punishment 
awarded to the accused. The petition is dated 
16th November 1724. 

** The petition of Godee Anconah. 
'* Humbly showeth, 

" That on Saturday night, three of the Com- 
pany's peons came to my lodgings at St. Thome, 
and told me your Honor sent for me. To whick 
I replied, I would wait on your Honor directly. 
But one of the peons called Annapah, took hold 
of my hand, and drew his sword, and wounded me 
in the side. After that he and the other two 
earned me into the yard, and one of them put ray 
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heafl under his arm and cut the tip of my ears and 
took my jewels. My mother-in-law, seeing what 
they did, asked them why they used me so ill. 
At which one of them drew his sword and cut my 
mother-in-law on the neck. Then one of my man- 
servants, seeing me so cruelly used, begged them 
to let me alone. One of them presently cut off 
his hand and gave him a wound on the head ; and 
after that they gave me several wounds on my 
belly and breast ; then they beat all my woman 
servants and brought me into the streets, kicking 
and beating me on the belly. Then bringing 
me half way to Madras they overset me, 
beating and kicking me very basely ; and thinking 
that they had killed me, they put their hands 
to my nose to feel if I was breathing, or ' whe- 
ther I was dead or alive. Then they brought me 
before your Honor, who was pleased to order 
Doctor Pitcher to dress my wounds, who told me 
that if I had stayed but four hours longer without 
a Doctor I had been a dead man. 

" I can assure your Honor and Council that I 
never wronged the Company, or am indebted to any 
body ; but am a free merchant, and pay the Com- 
pany's customs for my Merchandize. I am still 
very weak in my body and limbs, therefore leave 
it wholly to your Honor and Council to see your 
poor petitioner righted, and the offenders punished, 
according to your Honor and Council's pleasure." 

Governor Elwick and Council entered upon a 
long and careful examination of all the circum- 
stances connected with this outrage. In the first 
instance thev resolved that the effects of An- 
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napah and the two other peons should be confis- 
cated and sold, in order to recompense the man 
who had lost his hand ; and that the three cri- 
minals should stand in the pillory and have their 
ears cut off, and should then be whipped out of 
the bounds. Meantime however Aga Mogheen, 
the Governor of St. Thome, interceded in behalf of 
the prisoners, and begged that they might be par- 
doned ; and accordingly, in order to prevent the 
affair from being represented to the Nabob of 
Arcot in such a way as ndght prove troublesome 
to the Madras Government, it was resolved that 
the sentence should only be put in force against 
Annapah ; and that the two other peons, who 
had only acted under his orders, should be 
discharged. Annapah however appears to have 
been an inflnential member of the Left Hand 
Caste, and the Heads of the whole of that 
Caste appeared before the Board and begged 
that a fine might be substituted for corporal 
punishment. Accordingly it was determined that 
Annapah should pay the following. To An- 
eonah, whose jewels had been taken from his ear» 
but whose circumstances were good, and who de- 
sired a public acknowledgment of the crime, An- 
napah was required to pay 200 pagodas. The 
manservant who lost his hand, being a much in- 
ferior person, would have received less ; but con- 
sidering that he had been disabled from getting a 
livelihood, " it was thought necessary to give him 
such a sum as might maintain him, or at least put 
him in a way of living easy for the rest of hi» 
life," and therefore he was to receive 200 pagodas. 
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Two other persons who were hurt were to be paid 
50 pagodas each. Finally, in order that Annapah 
might make public reparation for his crime, 
" it was agreed to fine him further 200 pagodas, 
to be lodged in the Corporation Cash towards 
keeping the bridges in repair." 

On the 18th of January 1 7 25, Mr. Elwick resign- 
ed the President's chair, and shortly afterwards re- 
turned to England ; and Mr. James Macrae of 
Glasgow notoriety assumed the Government of 
Fort St. George. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. JAMES MACRAE. 

1725—26. 

Mr. Jamea Macrae, Governor of Fort St. George 
and all the English Settlements on the Coast of 
Coromandel from 1 725 to 1730, was one of those 
remarkable men who rose from poverty to affluence 
at the time when large fortunes were still a novelty 
in the commercitd world. The annals of his Go- 
vernment will thus derive additional interest fi'om 
his extraordinary career, especially in the eyes of 
those of our readers who come from those parts of 
Scotland where his name and memory are stiU pre- 
served in local traditions. Accordingly, before 
entering upon the records of his government, it 
may be interesting to glance at such particulars 
respecting his origin as may be gathered from 
stories which are stUl current in Glasgow and 
Ayr.* 

* Some interesting particulars concerning Governor 
Macrae and his family, and the mode in which he dis- 
posed of his fortune after his return from India, were 
published some years ago in the " Ayrshire Observer," 
and have been placed at the disposal of the compiler of 
these annals. It is curious to notice that all who have 
attempted to collect the traditions respecting this ex- 
traordinary man, dwell especially upon the fact that his 
Governorship of Madras, and indeed his whole Indian 
career, is a perfect blank. This blank will therefore 
now be filled up for the first time. 
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Mr. James Macrae was bora in Ayrshire about 
the latter part of the reign of meiTy king Charles. 
His parents were of the very lowest class, and he 
himself whilst a boy is said to have been employed 
in looking after cattle. His father however died 
whilst James Macrae was still very young ; and his 
mother then removed with her son to the town of 
Ayr ; where they lived in a little thatched cottage 
in the suburbs, and where the poor widow gained 
her living as a washerwoman. Here young 
Macrae added something to his mother's earnings 
by running messages ; but at the same time seems 
to have picked up some little education by means 
only known to Scotchmen. He appears however 
to hkve grown tired of this monotonous life whilst 
still a boy. Ayr was a seaport, and it is easy to 
understand how a young man, endowed with the 
energy which Macrae subsequently proved himself 
to possess, should have imbibed a keen desire to 
embark in the adventurous trading of the time, and 
finally have turned his back upon the poverty of 
home and run off to sea. 

Forty years passed away before Macrae returned 
to his native land ; and it is generally believed that 
throughout the whole of that period he held no 
communication whatever with his relations or his 
home. Meantime his sister married a carpenter 
named MacGuire, who was also in great request 
as a violin player at kirns and weddings, and was 
consequently known as " Fiddler MacGuire." 
The poverty of these people may be gathered from 
the fact that the children of MacGuire were on 
one occasion seen crying for bread, whilst their 
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mother had left the house to try and borrow a loaf. 
But we shaU have more particulars of this family 
to relate hereafter. For the present we must 
confine ourselves to the career of Mr. Macrae. 

The early events in the seafaring life of the 
young runaway must we fear for ever remain un- 
known. We can learn nothing of him till about 
1 720, when he must already have been thirty years 
in India, and is simply alluded to as Captain 
Macrae. Most probably he had risen to th& com- 
mand of a vessel in the country trade, and had 
undertaken voyages to Sumatra, Pegu, and China. 
It appears however that he had been successful in 
gaining the confidence of his Honorable Masters, 
for he was subsequently sent on a special mission 
to the English settlement on the West Coast of 
Sumatra, to reform the many abuses which pre- 
vailed at that settlement. Here he acquitted him- 
self in such a manner as to ensure his appointment 
to*a high post.* He effected savings to the extent 
of nearly 60,000 pagodas, or about J25,000 per 
annum ; and at the same time carried out such re- 
forms as promised a very large increase in the sup- 
ply of pepper. Accordingly the Directors ordered 
that on leaving the West Coast he should be ap- 
pointed Deputy Governor of Fort St. David, 
and thus stand next in succession to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George. The retirement of Mr. 
Elwick led to Mr. Macrae's advancement to the 
latter post sooner than could have been expected. 
He returned from the West Coast towards the end 
of 1724, and without proceeding to Fort St. 
David, at once took his scat as second Member of 
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Council at Fort St. George. At last on the ISth 
of January, 172B, the sou of the poor washerwo- 
man of Ayr took his place as Governor of the 
Ma;dras Presidency. The proceedings on that 
occasion are thus recorded in the consultations. 

"Monday, 18th January, 1725. The Presi- 
dent (James Macrae, Esq.,) opened this consulta- 
tion by telling the Bbdrd that, as this was the 
first time of their meeting since his taking the 
chair, he thought it would not be improper to ac- 
quaint them of his resolutions ; of which the prin- 
cipal was, that he would prosecute the Company's 
interest to the utmost, and endeavour to retrieve 
the abuses that had crept into the management of 
iheir affairs. He added that he was determined 
not to interrupt in any maimer the commerce of 
the place, but that all the inhabitants both Whites 
and Blacks, the Free Merchants as well as tlie 
Company's Servants, should have free liberty of 
trade, and that he should expect the same freedom 
from interruptions in what he should undertake ; 
that he would endeavour to be as agreeable to the 
Gentlemen as any of his predecessors, but that he 
was determined to maintain the privileges and im- 
munities belonging to the President ; and he con- 
cluded by saying, that he expected a ready assist- 
ance from them in the pursuit of the above 
resolutions, which was accordingly promised." 

Before proceeding with the annals of Mr. 
Macrae's administration, it may be as well to re- 
mark that he was emphatically a commercial Go^ 
vcmor and a most laborious administrative re- 
former. The relations with the Nabob of Arcot 
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remaiued unaltered, and what may be called the 
domestic incidents of the Presidency are few in 
number. But in all matters connected with the 
trade of the place, the reduction of the expendi- 
ture, the improvement of the revenues, the super-* 
vision of the mint, and the administration of 
justice, his proceedings are distinguished by an 
indefatigable industry, a display of strong sense, 
and above all by a fullness of record far beyond 
those of any of his predecessors. Nothing appeared 
too large or too small for Governor Macrae. 
Everything received his attention in turn, from 
such matters of detail as the sorting of cloths and 
the better preparation of the consultation books, 
up to the most difficult and complicated questions 
connected with the coinage, the customs, the quit 
rent, or the very doubtful cases of appeal from the 
Mayor's Court. Like most men who have risen 
from nothing, he was arbitrary and occasionally 
harsh towards his subordinates ; but he proved 
himself a valuable servant to the Company, whose 
orders he rigidly respected ; and no records which 
have as yet fallen into our hands throw more light 
upon the internal administration of Fort Saint 
Gfeorge. 

Our first extract seems to illustrate the deter- 
mination of the new Governor to support his own 
dignity. 

"Monday, 22nd February, 1725. The Presi- 
dent acquainted the Board that Pondy Chetty 
Kistna, a person who was formerly whipped out 
of Fort St. David for practices against the Govem- 
ment, and afterwards banished from hence for the 
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same crime ; but who had lately ventimsd again 
without leave, and had wrote a letter into the 
country, wherein he tells his correspondent several 
things of the President very much to his dis- 
honour ; which coming to his kno^edge had oc- 
casioned him to confine the said Pondy Chetty 
Kistna. The letter was produced, and the Board 
unanimously agreed that he ought to suffer veiy 
severely and his imprisonment was confirmed." 
This letter is unfortunately not entered in the re- 
cords ; otherwise it might have thrown some light 
upon the assumed faults of the Governor. 

The first important matter which received the 
attention of Governor Macrae was that of the coin- 
age of rupees at the Madras mint. It seems that 
the Native chiefs had awakened to the profit deriv- 
ed by the Madras Government from the coinage of 
rupees ; and accordingly they had not only set up 
mints of their own, but about this time they con- 
trived to make more rupees out of the same 
quantity of silver, than were made by the Com- 
pany. For instance out of every hundred ounces 
of silver, the mints at St. Thom^ and Arcot turn- 
ed out to the merchant Eupees 266, annas 14 ; 
whilst the mint in Fort St. George only turned out 
Bupees 257, annas 7. Thus the merchant obtain- 
ed nine rupees seven annas more for his hundred 
ounces of silver at St. Thom^ and Arcot than he 
could obtain at Fort St. George. In other words 
the Madras rupee was two per cent dearer than 
the rupee of Arcot or of St. Thom^. The conse- 
quence was that the merchants preferred coining 
their silver at the latter mints ; and the Company 
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found iU customs decroasii^g. Aocordiugly Go- 
vernor Macrae directed Messrs. Pitt, Beuyon, and 
Emmerson, to enquire into the whole matter. Their 
report is accordingly entered in the consultationa, 
but it is not only intricate but devoid of interest 
to the general reader. The substance of it, lexif 
dered as dear as we can make it, appears to be 
as follows. 

At St. Thom^, Arcot, and Covelong the charge of 
custom and coinage had formerly been 35 rupees 
per thousand; viz. 15 rupees custom to the 
Nabob and 20 rupees for mint charges. Both 
however had been recently reduced, the Nabob's 
custom to 10 rupees and the mint charges to 11 
rupees : thus the custom and coinage were only 21 
rupees per thousand, instead of 35 rupees as hereto- 
fore. It seems however that the mint charges were 
only nominally 11 rupees per thousand ; and that 
actually they were 14 rupees, as may be seen from 
the following table. 

Charcoal for making the powder. H 

Waste in melting ;. 8| 

Pots I 

Flatting the bullets I 

Chopping I 

To which was added 

Re. 

Brahmins for their care } 

Qoldsmiths | 

Gold washers l| 

B& 14 per thousand. 
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This amount was made up thus. Every 800 
Qunoea of silver ought to have made 974 rupees, 
wUereas these mints only paid out 971 rupees; 
the difference of three rupees being about the 
same as the difEereinoe between II rupees and 14 
nipees per thousand. Again there was a deprecia- 
tion of weight of one rupee eleven annas per 
thousand, and another depreciation of standard of 
nine rupees per thousand ; making an additional 
profit of ten rupees eleven annas per thousand. 
This fraud had been introduced ever since the re- 
duction qf custom and charges from 35 rupees to 
21 per thousand ; and it had proved successful, 
inasmuch as these native mints paid out their 
rupees by tale and not by weight, and the differ- 
ence was so slight as to render their rupee as good 
in the market as the rupee of Port St. George, 

The custoni and charges oi^ the Madras rupee 
were as follows, two per cent, or 20 per thousand 
to the Company, and two per cent or 20 per 
thousand to the mint. Thus making 40 rupees 
per thousand. 

The 20 per thousand mint charges were distri- 
buted as follows). First llj per thousand for chfu:- 
coal, waste, pots, flatting, and chopping, as in the 
St. Thomd and Arcpt mints ; and the remaining 
8f as follows : — 

Rupees. 

BrahiDiDB for their care 3^ 

Gk>ldBmiths 3} 

Gold washers 24 

Other mint charges as above 11 J 

Rupees... 20 per thousand. 
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It will be seen by the following resolution that 
Governor Macrae endeavoured to put matters to 
rights, — lst,By prohibiting the export of silver from 
the Company's bounds, and thus compelling the 
merchants to coin their silver at Fort St. George ; 
2ndly, By lowering the Company's custom i per 
cent and the mint charges i per cent, or altogether 
10 rupees per thousand. Henc>eforth' then the 
custom and charges at Madras would be 80 rupees 
per thousand ; whilst the custom and charges at 
St. Thom^, Arcot, and Covelong would be nomi- 
nally 21 rupees per thousand, but actually 31 ru- 
pees 11 annas per thousand. The original entry 
will serve to render the subject more intelligible. 

" Monday, 8th March, 1725. Messrs. Pitt, 
Benyon, and Emmerson deliver in a report of the 
coinage, together with an account of the charges 
and customs collected at our Mint, and those in 
- the country ; as likewise an account of the pro- 
duce of a hundred ounces of silver of the fineness 
of the Rupee in our and St. Thome Mints. 

" This matter being fully debated it was upon 
the whole agreed, that no silver except rupees 
shall be permitted to be exported to any part of 
the coast of Coromandel under penalty of confisca- 
tion, half to the informer and half to the Com-> 
pany ; and the Secretary do give notice hereof at 
all the public places in the town. 

" As by the calculates and reports abovemen- 
tioned, it appears that our rupee is two per cent, 
dearer to the merchants than the St. Thom^ and 
Arcot rupee ; it was further argued that we ought 
to find out some method to lessen the charge of 
coinage, that so we may bring it nearer to a par 
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with the country coin ; and it appearing that the 
Brahmins actually indisburse Hi rupees per thou-, 
sand, and that they must have something besides 
for their trouble, it W8s plain their custom could 
not be reduced above a 4 per cent ; which not 
being sufficient it was agreed to strike off a half 
per cent likewise from the custom paid the 
Company ; which it is hoped will be approved 
by the Honorkble Court of Directors for the fol- 
lowing reasons. 

" First, that the present charge of coinage being 
4 per cent in our Mint, and but 21 per thousand 
in the St. Thom6 IVIint, nobody will bring any 
silver to us, but on the contrary carry it away 
thither ; but that when our custom is reduced to 
three per cent, the difference will be so much less 
that probably we may have the greatest part of the 
coinage return to us, especially since our rupee is 
in greater esteem in the country than theirs. 

" Secondly, that we shall receive orders from 
Europe in two years ; and if our Honorable 
Masters shall disapprove hereof, which we cannot 
believe they will, it may be laid on again. 

" Thirdly, that at present the revenue is sunk to 
almost nothing, so that should no more silver be 
coined here than has been for sometime past, the 
difference will be very inconsiderable; whereas 
should we hereby regain the coinage it will be 
very apparently advantageous to the Company, 

" Lastly, that the Company will save i per cent 
in the coinage of their own silver ; which as we 
coin one-third generally of what goes down to the 
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Bay, will very near if not over compensate for th« 
reduction of the custom on other silver. 

" These being the causes why it is thought ne- 
cessary to lessen the charge of the coinage, it was 
recommended to the President to talk with the 
Mint Brahmins, and bring them to an agreement 
for lowering the charge agreeable to the above 
resolve, which he accordingly promised." 

How far the Government order respecting the 
exportation of silver was regarded by the Madras 
merchants may be gathered from the following 
entry. 

" Tuesday, 30th March, 1725. Two parcels of 
silver having been seized last night upon some 
shroifs, who were carr}ing it out of the bounds, 
contrary to the late order affixed at all the gates 
and in all the languages, so that the proprietors 
could not pretend ignorance : — agreed that it be 
confiscated ; and Mr. Hubban offering to take it 
at 15i dollars for ten pagodas, the Secretary was 
ordered to weigh it off to him and receive the 
money, which is to be divided agreeably to the said 
order at the gates, half to the Company and half 
to the informer." 

The following petition is interesting from illus- 
trating the mode in which private property was 
originally acquired in the Madras Presidency. It 
was received by the Government on the 30th of 
March, 1725. 

" To the Honorable James Macrae, Esq. 
President and Governor of Fort St. George. 

" The humble petition of Maria Pois, Widow, 
showeth, That a few years after the Honorable 
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Company's settlement here, a great many inhabit 
tants, and your petitioner's grand father, planted 
gardens without any title thereto from the then 
President and Council. Some of their posterity 
haye sold this ground and gardens as their own, 
some part to the inhabitants to build on, and 
some still enjoy it themselves ; several have also 
since his Honor Harrison's time planted gardens 
without any title, and ei^oy them as their own. 
But your petitioner's grand father, believing it 
proper to have a title to his gard^i, and having 
then an interest with the Honorable the President, 
Coundl, and Gentlemen in the place was promised 
the title ; but in the interim he died, and his son 
his successor, being soft and illiterate, lost his 
father's interest, but got a cowle from the Honora- 
ble the President and Council for thirty-one years, 
contrary to his father's request and desire ; and if 
he had not troubled the Honorable President and 
Council for a cowle, might have enjoyed it as 
the rest have done, him and his heirs for ever. 
All this your petitioner was ^unacquainted with 
till the time was expired. Your poor petitioner 
having built a house, planted trees, and brought 
the garden to a vast perfection, this your petitioner 
laid before the then President, how simply the son 
of the deceased managed it ; to insist on a cowle 
Imt for 31 years, when the rest have ever since 
enjoyed the some as their own and heirs for 
ever. 

" Now the Honorable President and Council 
compassionately took this, your petitioneir's case, 
into consideration ; and rented said house and 
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Garden to your petitioner ; it being extremely 
hard, after having built the house and brought 
the garden into perfection, to lose all, your peti- 
tioner having no other subsistance. This Garden 
your petitioner has rented of the Honorable Com- 
pany ever since the expiration of the cowle. 

" Your petitioner is now informed that said 
house and garden is to be put up at outcry to 
rent ; if so it is an immediate ruin to your poor 
petitioner, it being your petitioner's only subsist- 
ance ; she, having no habitation or place of abode, 
most humbly begs your Honor will, out of your 
abundant clemency and goodness, look upon this 
your petitioners case with compassion, and suffer 
her to rent said house and garden as usual, as she 
answers yearly the income of the garden to the 
Honorable Company. If not your petitioner will 
be reduced to extreme want and misery. There- 
fore humbly begs your Honor will continue your 
poor petitioner to rent said house and garden, and 
as in duty bound shall ever pray." 

Governor Macrae however showed himself to be 
a stem man, not easily moved by petitions whether 
from widows or from any one else. Accordingly 
the prayer of Maria Pois was rejected, and it was 
agre^ that her farm should be put up to public 
outcry. 

Our next extract shows that the arbitrary order 
for prohibiting the exportation of silver was now 
extended to gold. 

" Tuesday, 6th April. The President acquaint- 
ed the Board that several shoes of gold* had been 

* A " shoe of gold" was ten thousand pagodas. 
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lately carried out of the bounds, which he believed 
was to be coined at St. Thome ; and therefore he 
proposed that an order should be made prohibiting 
any gold, except what is wrought or ready coined, 
shall be carried out of the bounds under penalty 
of confiscation, the one half to the Company and 
the other to the informer ; which is agreed to and 
the Secretary ordered to affix a note at the gates 
accordingly." 

It will be seen from the following entry how the 
occupations of the Governors in the olden time 
differed from those of the more aristocratic Presi- 
dents of modern times. 

" Monday, 21st June. The President and 
Council met in the Sorting Godown, and examined 
the Fort St. David Cloth, which proved pretty 
good. They also examined several parcels of what 
was brought to be sorted here, which they found 
for the generality amended in the number of 
threads, but so thin that it was not fit for the 
Company's use." 

The following extract shows that Governor 
Macrae was learning a lesson in free trade. 

" Saturday, 3rd July, 1725. The prohibition 
some time since laid on the exportation of silver 
and gold into the countiy, which was then thought 
for the benefit of our Honorable Masters, having 
been now found to occasion a general stagnation 
of trade, and likewise to have fallen the price of 
silver very considerably, which will in the main 
vastly overbalance the gain by the coinage. 

" Agreed that the said prohibition be taken off, 
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and that tbe Secretary do give public notioe theie- 
<^ at the gates." 

Our next extracts, refening to the renting of 
the three out villages, will ex|dain themselves. 

" Saturday, 3rd July, 1725. The Lease of the 
Farms of Egmore, Persewauk, and Tandore bemg 
expired, the President informed the Board that he 
had received proposals finom the present Benters, 
who had agreed to take them at the rent of 14,000 
pagodas, provided they might have them for ten 
years. But that if they covld not have them for 
longer time than the former lease, tiiey would 
give but one thousand pagodas per annum, be- 
cause that they actually lost in the last three 
years, though very pl^tuul ones, six hundred pa- 
godas ; but that having a long lease, they might 
have some encouragement to improve the lands, 
which they shall not have in taking them only for 
three years, which being considered, it was agreed 
that they be let on the above terms." 

" Monday, 12th July. The President informed 
the Board that he had got the old Benters of Eg- 
more, Persewauk, and Tandore, to give 1,450 
pagodas per annum for the rent of those villages 
lor ten years next ensuing ^ and that Ponc^ 
Kishna, the tobacco farmer, was security for the 
performance of agreement? ; which being the ut- 
most he could raise the rent to, the Cowle was 
produced and signed to Kishna Eeddee Chandra 
Seaca, and Chittombee," 

The following extract refers to almost the only 
difference which ever arose between Gfovemor 
Macrae and the native powers. 
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"Monday, SSrdAmgast, 1735. Somdinie moe 
eig^t bales of goods b^ng brougbt hither or one 
of our ships belonging to a MooTBum, weie at- 
tached for a debt dite to Mr. Sitw^ firom the said 
Mooraian, who is smee run away to Covelong ; 
and the goods have been daimed by the Nabob aa 
his, and booght for his aecount ; which demand 
being now again repeated, it is agreed that since 
the Nabob declares the goods are his, it is better 
to let th^n go, than make any dispute tfaeieapoii. 
Wherefore the President is desired to write him 
that upon giving up the Moorman, and paying the 
Company's customs, the goods shall be deHrered 
to his order." 

The Nabob however seems to have refused to 
deliver up the Moorman, or to pay the Company's 
customs. A correspondmoe accordin^y ensued 
which spread OYCf tte greater part of a year ; and 
was at length l»ought to a conclusion cm the 21 st 
July, 1726. We give the extract from the con- 
sultatioQs of that day. 

" The President represents to the Board that he 
had been long importuned by Nabob Sadutalla 
Khan, by pressing letters and frequent messages, 
to deliver up the eight bales of goods mentioned 
in Consultation hdd- the ^&rd August 1726, to 
have been attached here by the creditors of Shaak 
Bonlaki for the payment of his debts, as belong- 
ing to the said Shaak Bonlaki ; but that the Na« 
bob continues to claim them as belonging to kirn- 
s', and insists per«aaptorily upon their being de- 
livered to him; and that without his demand 
is complied with^ hey the President apprehends a 
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breach with him unavoidable ; which in our pre- 
sent circumstances would be of very great prejudice 
to the Company's affairs. 

** This matter having been considered by the 
Board, and the consequences a breach at this time 
with the Nabob might produce having been duly 
weighed ; and it having likewise been admitted 
that the creditors of Shaak Bonlaki might have had 
reasons to believe that the eight bales in question 
did belong to him, yet the Nabob's right to them 
could not be disproved ; and he continuing to in- 
sist so very peremptorily upon having them de- 
livered to him, notwithstanding the President 
endeavours by repeated messages and many letters 
to prevail with him to suffer them to be sold 
for account of Shaak Bonlaki's creditors. There 
being no prospect of prevailing with the Nabob, it 
is ordered that Mr. Turner do deliver to Nabob's 
order the said eight bales of goods in dispute." 

The following peijury cases are worthy of being 
preserved, as showing how false witnesses were 
punished in the olden time. 

" Friday, 10th September, 1725. In the exa- 
mination of Anconah's affair one Magdulla Kistna 
confessed himself peijured, by a declaration under 
his own hand, whereupon he was ordered into con- 
finement ; and it is now ordered that he be Pillo- 
ried to-morrow at the usual hours, and afterwards 
whipped at the Choultry, and then released from 
his imprisonment." 

A year afterwards we find Governor Macrae 
still determined to put down peijury with a strong 
hand. He had been engaged upon deciding upon 
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a long list of appeals from the Mayor's Court, 
chiefly equity cases connected of course with wills, 
bonds, and disputes about property of all kinds. 
These interminable and complicated cases may 
have been interesting to the parties concerned, but 
present not a particle of interest now, beyond the 
fact that they are marked by contradictions, palpa- 
ble perjuries, forgeries, and oppressions of all kinds. 
Many of the cases were reversed byGovemorMacrae, 
whilst others were sent home to be adjudicated 
on by the Directors, and even to be tried in West- 
minster Hall ; from which we may infer that the 
old stories of corruption in the Mayor's Court, so 
frequent in the narratives of old travellers, were 
not without some foundation in truth. How far 
Governor Macrae was exasperated at this state of 
things may be gathered from the following punish- 
ment ordered upon another perjurer. 

" Monday, 29th Aug^ist, 1726. Ordered that 
Arnagery for punishment of his crime of perjury, 
and for terror to all such abandoned villains, be 
remanded to the Choultry prison, and be thence 
conveyed to the Pillory every first day of the 
month for the next six months, and set upon it 
from ten to twelve o'clock ; and immediately after 
he is taken down from the Pillory to receive thirty- 
nine lashes each time at the whipping post, and 
be afterwards turned out of the bounds with order 
never to return again under severe punishment." 

The following extract respecting the circulation 
of false pagodas will explain itself. 

" Monday, 27th September, 1725. The Presi- 
dent informed the Board, of a complaint the 
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Shroffs had made to him, thai vast quantitieB of 
pagqd&i$ had hwa brouj^ht i&to the place lately, 
w^h w^re worse than Pagodamatt, and bore the 
N^ap^in stamp so nicely counterfeited, that it 
w«fi dbuost impossible to distingoish them ; and 
theref(»e he proposed that some method should 
be taken to stop this evilj which being for some 
time debated, it was agreed that the Sectary do 
affix a note at the gates to give notice, that who- 
Boevear should be found bringing in such bad pa- 
godas, or o&ring them in payment, diould be 
punished at the discretuHi oi the GoyenKv and 
Ooqncil, and the money be forfeited, one half to 
the informer and one luJf to the Company ; and 
that whatever ahioff should find such pagodas 
should be obliged to carry them to some one of 
iho Justices of the Choultry to be defaced, or if he 
did not, he should be pillcmed and whipped out 
of the bounds." 

Cbvenior ICaorae was far too fond of Commit- 
tees of in<|uiiy to let such a matter pass without 
the most searching investigation. Accordingly 
about three weeks afterwards we find the fc^w- 
ing report entered in the consultations, which 
w& be found interesting as illustrating the condi- 
tion of the oountiy generally. 

" Monday, 18th October, 17*5. The fc^owing 
Teport was presented to the Honorable James 
Macrae, Esq., the President and Governor of Port 
St Cteorge and Counci}. 
^* Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

'' The committee you were pleased to appoint, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IW-»3 HISTORY OF 1CADEA9. 401 

to enquire into the business of the present current 
pagodas, and put a stop to an abuse which will 
at }ast be attended with such dangerous conse- 
quences, do now humbly lay before you their pro- 
ceedings and opinion of the most proper remedy 
effectually to prevent thi& mischief without giving 
a shock to commerce. 

" We find upon examining the shroffs that this 
has been a growing evil, introduced by the corrup- 
tion of the country Government in conniving at 
the circulation of any sort of pagodas, provided 
their profits from those who have the liberty of 
coining them are answerable ; and as this is sq 
considerable an advantage to them it is not 
from the Nabob we are to expect any relief. There- 
fore we thought it most proper tg have the opinion 
of the merchants in general which method we 
should pursue ; who on a meeting came to this re- 
solution, which we offer to your honors as what 
we likewise think sufficient to answer the design, 
without risking a stagnation in the circulation. 

: " That five shops sh^ll be appointed in the most 
convenient parts of the town, for the exchanging 
of all money which is necessary for the currency 
of the iBazar ; in each of which must be placed, 
two shroffs, a gpld smith, and a Company's peoir» 
whose stations are to be changed every day 
with power to cut or deface all such pagodas as 
are found to be bad. As to payments of large 
sums the merchants themselves will undoubtedly 
be cautious for their own security, and take such 
care as not to be imposed upon in what they re- 
' 51 
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tAre, by employing saeb sbioffs in whose fidelity 
they xb&j ooniide. 

*• George Afortan Pitt» 
'* Nathaniel Turner. 
" Hidiard Benyoo* 
** John Emmerson/* 
" The most convenient places for the shops 
are Jappa Chetty's Street, Choultry Street, 
MutalaPettah, Pedda Naick^s Peitah, Jaga Mulla 
Street/' 

Another boint which attracted the attention of 
(rov^mor Mftcrae at this time is also worthy of 
sdmb hotice. Pot donle years past different sums 
bt money had beeh lodged in the Company's cash 
thest At Fori St. George oh account of the Jesuit 
Missionaries iA ChinA ; fdr which the Government 
of Fort 8t. Geol'ge, under orders from the Court 
of Directoi's, had allowed interest at the rate of six 
per cent, per annum. In September 1725, Father 
Moriset at Fort St. David wrote to Gt)vemor 
Macrae respecting a further deposit of cash, on the 
same terms ; but the ecohomical President, having 
plenty df money inhahd^ considered that this 
would be a favorable moment for i^ucingthd 
yearly interest from silt pet cent. t6 five. The 
matter led to a Committee of inquiry iuto all the 
monies lodged in the Company's chest at various 
times by the Jeduit Missionaries in ChiuA. The 
Mowing extracts ftom thdr import will be suffi* 
dent to explain the state of affairs. It will be 
seen that the s\ims deposited were not to be re« 
turned ; ike yearly interest paid being supposed t6 
be a sufficient return, without any inpayment of 
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tbe pnnidpAL W« mmi therefose suppose that 
the sums lodged at Fort St. George were of ih» 
natufe of mxl endowBOfiot to provide £or the perper 
tual support of the Jesuit Mis^onaxies in China. 
Our rqport firom whence the following extracts ar» 
taken is d§ted ^Ist July 1726. 

*' To the Uonoirable James Maene^ Esq., 

PifisidiNit and Goyernor and Council of 
Eort St. Oeo^. 

*' Ho9ioralde Sir and Sir^, 

*^ In puntu^nce of an carder of Council, we ]aj 
before your Honors what orders hare been rer 
oeired from the Honomble Court of Directors, re- 
lating to the receiving into the Company's cash 
money from the Jesuit Missioaaries in China at 
inteisettt ; together with an account of the severs^ 
sums that have been hitherto received into eaah 
for tbdr acctmnt, and what has been writ by this 
Board to the Honorable Court of Directors on 
that subject. 

** We find ihat the jmuu of 1Q,000 pagodas was 
received into cash for their account the ^Ut 
August I72I4 hut DO interest to be paid them 
iheieupon tall the Gonpany'a ooder should he had 
for that effect. 

f< Ihe Honorabis Court st Direotons in ^eir 
general letter dated dfiidiApsl 11 M say asfolr 
fews. 

^ Wehavvehadapi^icationjtnade usbyMonsr^ 
I/akAitt agent for the FireaQh Jesuit Miasjouaries in 
China, to reerivp 10,0<0^ pagodas of theirs into 
our.cajfa a^ fort SL Geojrge ; j;hat Pxesident Ha^r 
iugs had received the money conditionally il^iawaiit 
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our orders, though he had no occasion for any 
having a flowing cash ; that said agent desires the 
money may remain in our cash and the proprietors 
to be for ever dispossest of the property thereof, 
on the Company's yearly allowing them a reason- 
able interest. We have considered of .the whole, 
and in regard we sometimes have and at other tixtoes 
have not occasion to borrow money at Fort St. 
George ; therefore we are willing to allow them a 
certain interest of six per cent, though it is one 
more than we pay here per annum, and hop6 it 
will be to their satLsfiEu^tion." 

*' In consequence of which general letter a bond 
was executed by the Governor and Council, and 
delivered to the Agent to the said Missionaries, to 
jpay them interest 600 pagodas per annum upon 
the sum of 10,000 pagodas received. 

"The asth February 1724 their agent paid 
into cash the further sum of 2,000 pagodas ; and 
the same day the Governor and Council delivered 
him a bond for six per cent, interest per aimUm 
upon it. 

The receipt of this sum was advised to England 
to which the Honorable Court answered as follows t 

" Your letter advises that the Jesuits in China 
have by their attorney offered to deposit in our 
cash with you a sum of mon^y, which you intend 
to receive and give bond to pay six per cent, per 
annum for it. Padre de Goville, lately returned to 
Europe, has by writing requested of us to receive 
10,000 pagodas into our cash, and to pay the 
Missionaries for it 600 pagodas a year, which we 
have agreed to." 
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It would thus appear that at this time the Com- 
pany had agreed to receive in all the sum of 
20,000 pagodas on behalf of the Jesuit Mission- 
aries in China, for which they were to pay a per- 
petual interest at the rate of 6 per cent, per 
annum, the principal not to be returned. Accord- 
ingly it would seem that the China Missionaries 
paid in that amount, and derived from the Com- 
pany alone a yearly income of twelve hundred 
pagodas, or about five hundred pounds sterling. 
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CHAPTEE XXXIV. 

OOTSKKOBSHIP OF ME« JAMIS MACIAS. 

1726—27. 

The oommereial diaracter of the administKatioQ 
of Mr. James Macrae has been already noticed, 
and the very lucid manner in which commercial 
transactions are recorded in the consultation books 
of the period, induces us to pay more attention to 
such extracts as serve to illustrate the mode in which 
the Company carried on their business with Native 
merchants, either for providing a sufficient number 
of bales of Native cloth for exportation to Europe, 
or for disposing of broadcloth, iron, and other arti- 
cles of home produce which had been imported fronl 
England. These extracts however we shall not group 
by themselves, but simply arrange them, together 
with other selections, in strict chronological order ; 
by which means the reader will be enabled to 
form a better idea of the miscellaneous character 
and general scope of the records themselves, than 
by any other method. 

Our first extract refers to the supervision of 
native goods maintained in old time by the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George. 

« Thursday, 6th January, 1826. The Ware- 
house-keeper reported to the Board, that the 
chintzes being brought from painting (dyeing) had 
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bedn eidtmed at the Sorting GoddWD) and that it 
was the gen6l*al Dpinion of the Sorters that both the 
cloth and paintings were worse than the musters { 
wherefoife they had resolved, if the Board approved 
thereof^ to allow the merchants only 35 pagodas 
per oorge, instead of 40 tot the cloth ; and the 
painter 47 j- pagodas per cotge, instead of 60, which 
they uifted to have* This being approved, the mer« 
chants were called in and told the resolution of the 
Board." 

•• At the same time the Warehouse-keeper re* 
ported that the Pulicat Betillas, brought in by the 
merchants upon the muster, for which in the con* 
tract We W6re to give 120 pagodas per cotge, were 
vastly inferior to the muster ; and that it had be^ 
agreed in the Sorting Godown that 100 pagodas pet 
c^rge was the value of them $ so that he (the 
President) desired the order of the Board for bring-^ 
ing them to account at that priite, which was agreed 
to, and the m^chant« accordingly told these re* 
solutions.'* 

The Native merchants appeared to have submitted 
to the reductions v«ry quietly, fbrno d«muron 
their part is entered in the proceedings. When 
however the Board desired to nuke a contract with 
the same merchants, as to the quantity of £mt>p6 
doth they should purchase, or the quantity of native 
cloth they should supply, it was not always found 
so easy to deal With them, as will be se^ by the 
following extract. 

" ITiursday, 3d March 1726, Our Merehants were 
called in, and a proposal made, to them as follows. 

" That they 9haU tngage in a oontraet at Fort 
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^t. George for 2000 bales of cloth, to he ddivered 
to us one half in August, and the remainder by 
the last of January next." 

" That they shall take all the broad cloth (from 
Europe) at the usual advance, to be kept under 
two keys, one of which to be left with themselves 
and the other with the Warehouse-keeper ; that 
before they take any out of the warehouses, it shall 
be paid for in ready money ; and that the whole 
amount shall be paid off by the 1st of April 1727. 
In consideration of which the Board (they were 
told) would abate the penalty of 30,000 pagodas, 
to .be inflicted for breach of the last contract, to 
10,000 pagodas ; but if they would not do this 
they must expect to pay the whole amount of the 
penalty. 

" Upon the hearing these proposals, the Mer- 
chants immediately declared they could not engage 
by any means, either to take the broad doth, or 
contract for above 800 bales ; and to this they 
adhered for a considerable time, but at last after 
near two hours debate, finding the Board determin- 
ed to exact the whole penalty if they did not agree 
to the terms proposed, and being excused from any 
contract at Fort St. David, they consented ; having 
first obtained a promise of the Board that if they 
complied within 300 bales, no penalty should be 
exacted." 

Our next extract refers to a forged bond, found 
amongst the papers of a deceased Company's ser- 
vant named WooUey. 

" Thursday, 30th June, 1726. Captain Richard 
IJpton, representing that a forged note, men- 
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tioning that he had received of Robert Woolly 
deceased 1000 ounces of Sih«r, for which he wa$ 
to be accountable, having been found amongst said 
Woolley's papers^ whereof payment had been de- 
tiianded, signed as by him and witnessed as by 
Messvs. Samud Hamson, and Richard Stephens ; 
and that he and the said pretended witnesses were 
iready to make s(^mn oath, that neither he iior 
they ever had any knowledge of any such note, 
nor ever signed the same. Tli^iefbre craving that 
he and tfaey might be sworn to the truth of what 
he a&rmed, in ord^ to prevent any d^nand being 
made upon him for the said 1000 ounces of Silver. 

'' Captain Upton and Messrs. Hanrison and 
Stephens being called in, were intenogated as to 
the signing and witnessing the said note ; and 
affirmed each of them that it was forged and 
without their knowledge ; that there was no simili* 
tude of hand writing, and severally made oath to 
what they affirmed. Whereupon it was ordered 
that the said note appearmg to be forged be can- 
o^ed ; which was done." 

The next entries which we consider worthy of 
preservation are still more curious. It has been 
seen that the revenues of Trivatore, and of the 
other out villages belonging to the Company, were 
farmed out to some of the Company's Merchants, 
on their engaging to pay a ^certain sum (1460 
pagodas) per annum. The Merchants in their 
turn rented the villages to a man named Mahadin^ 
and this Renter appears to have treated the inhabi- 
tants in a barbarous and oppressive manner. Ac- 
c(»rdingly two of the villagers sent in the follow- 

52 
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ing petition to Governor Macrae in which all their 
grievances are specified. The petition will be 
found to form an admirable illustration of Native 
administration in the olden time. 

" To the Honourable James Macrae, Esq. Presi- 
dent and Governor of Fort St. Geoi^e, The humble 
petition of the inhabitants of Yessa Caward, 

" Showeth, — That the Company has let outTriva- 
tore and the other out villages to the Company's 
merchants^ who during five years that they kept 
them in their own hands, allowed your petitioners 
all their privileges and allowances as usual, and 
they lived very happily. Then one Mahadin took 
these villages of these merchants, and promised to 
allow your petitioners the same privileges and 
allowances as the said merchants had done ; but 
he has acted contrary, and not given them any 
privilege or allowance. Upon whch they asked 
him the reason ; and he repHed that the Company 
had sold those villages to him, and he could do 
what he pleased. The said privileges and allow- 
ances due to your petitioners for these six years 
amounts to about 100 pagodas. Besides tins he 
has distressed your petitioners and laid many hard- 
ships on them. He set one of their Pariahs half 
way in the ground, where he kept him three hours 
and fined him. Another Pariah he chaubucked 25 
blows, put him into the stocks, and kept him there 
an hour. He tied one of their shepherd's neck 
and heals, for four or five days, an hour each day, 
and beat him veiy much and fined him. He broke 
a Talliar's back, and turned him out of the village. 
He tied a shopkeeper of the village, neck and heels. 
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putting a heavy stone on his back, and kept liim so 
an hour and then fined him. . He served another 
shopkeeper in the same manner. He has done too 
many other barbarous actions to your petitioners 
to give your Honor in writing an account of. There- 
fore they humbly implore to take their case into 
consideration, and order them satisfaction. They 
cannot go on with their business if he be con- 
tinued the Banter. Your petitioners hope your 
Honor will do them justice, and they as in duty 
bound shall ever pray." 

To this petition, a Native named Chandarasaha, 
who seems to have been the steward of ^Mahardin, 
sent in a counter-petition, denying or explaining 
away the charges. This also is a gem in its way» 
" The petition of Chandarasaha. 
" Humbly showeth, — Whereas your petitioner 
has been falsely accused that he has punished the 
inhabitants beyond reason, and as to his burying 
the man half under ground is utterly false ; for 
the man having, contrary to order, let the water 
run the wrong course, was punished according to 
custom ; that is by laying his hand in the water 
course, which filled with sand and the Company's 
chop put thereon. And as for your petitioner's 
forcing of unreasonable forfeits from the inhabi- 
tants, it is also false ; for the inhabitants having 
complained to your petitioner that a milkman's 
measure was less than it should be, which your 
petitioner by examining found true ; therefore fined 
him 6 fanams ; and to a seller of tobacco and 
betel, for selling contrary to the renter's order, was 
fined 6 fanams. As to the Talliar, he stole away 
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above throe pagodas wchtUi of Mangoee, fiwr wUdi 
kepaid 49 fanaow; and when the Talliarhad 
Wid tibe tiiief, your petiticmer told him that he 
wight do what be would. Also the said TaUiar (i. e, 
the Talliar who was the thief not the TaUiaar 
who had arrested him) todc more than hisrighi 
of the paddy, and took it away without leave ; 
lor which fault he was tied nedc and heeb two 
hours. And as for your petitionar's outting any 
body in irons» it is false ; but a Pariah being taken 
stealing paddy, was by your petitioner's order put 
in the stocks. That the tfajwe persons before men- 
tioned have sold the Company's ground, which 
when the Buyer came to take poss e s si on, your 
petitioner refi«sed to let him take it without your 
Honors leave. That your petitioner for the good oi 
the inhabitants did tend them money, and let them 
have paddy to the vidue of pagodas 26^; and 
when yomr petituHker demwjkds Us money then 
they b^in to make a dftsUitbanee. Now three of 
the inhcMtants being come to this {rfaoe^ they have 
taken opportmaaty to say that all the inhabita^a 
will leave the plaoe. The Pedda Naik's iJlowanoe 
of ground in the said village is 4440 yards, but 
now he has taken 14,400 yard^ which is more 
than his due by near 10,000 yards ; whieh lor 
these four years he has not sown, nor would he let 
any body else, to the loss of about pagodas 229 ; 
and now about a thousimd yards which be sowed, 
tibe paddy now lies ihfsse and he reuses to divide 
it. Therefore your poor petitioner most humUy 
requests your Honor to give him justice, and as 
in duty bound shall ever pray." 
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Governor Macrae's action upon these two peti- 
tions will be gatkeced from the following extract. 

«<Fridaj»126tlLAi^9t, 1726. The President 
deiivers into the Board two petitions which had 
been preseoted to him ; one from some inhabi- 
tant of Yessa CawaTda, against Mahadin the pre- 
sent Benter ; the other from Chandarasaha, who 
acted as steward to the said Mahadin, and put his; 
orders in execution. Which heii^ read, the Pre- 
sodent acquaints the Board ihad; both parties had 
been before him ; that he had heard them separate- 
ly and also given then a joint hearing ; that he 
had examined witnesses to the truth of the facts 
charged against Mahadin, and heard the Company's 
Merchants upon the aifair. That from the whole, 
it appeared to him, that the said' Mahadin had 
been guilty, and was fully convicted by evidence, 
of the charge delivered against him in the first 
petition ; which is even acknowledged by the said 
Chandarasah in his petition, who acted by order 
and authority from Mahadin in all these mattters, 
as is by M«5iadin owned. 

" This affair being taken into consideration, 
partioukrly the presuaaption oi Mahadin in tak- 
ing upon him to levy fines and infiict corpwai 
punishments upon the Hcaiorable Company's sub- 
jjBcts without ftttthority ; which had aetaally fri^- 
ened sev^al iohabitaBts out of the bounds^ as the. 
President further informs us had been {Mx>ved be- 
fore him, and woutd deter others from coming out, 
of the oountry to secure themselves and ;prq)erties 
under the protection «f English Law as usuaJL 
To {oevent my siush violences nnd extortions in 
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time to come, it is resolved that no Beiiters or 
Fanners of Villages have authority to levy fines, or 
inflict corporal punishment upon the inhabitants ; 
and that for an example Mahadin be ordered to 
resign his Cowle of Trivatore and the other villages 
into the hands of the Company's Merchants ; 
having forfeited the same by his unwarrantable 
actions ; and for a further punishment to him and 
example for others, he be fined in the sum of 50 
pagodas, to be paid into the Company's Cash, and 
that the Secretary do demand the same." 

This decision was rigidly carried out, for three 
days afterwards we find an entry to the effect that 
Mahadin had given up the Cowle and paid the fine 
of fifty pagodas. 

Perhaps few entries are more illustrative of the 
character of Governor Macrae, than the following 
attempt at reduction in the matter of Hospital 
charges. The decision of the canny Scot is wonder- 
fully suggestive. How far it contributed to the 
comfort of the sick we leave to the judgment of 
our readers. 

" Saturday, 17th September, 1726. The Presi- 
dent represents to the Board that, upon reading 
the particulars of the article of Hospital charges, 
he apprehends there are several of them too large, 
and others unnecessary, and ought to be reduced 
and discontinued ; which being taken into consi- 
deration, and the several particulars again read 
and enquired into, it was represented that the 
Surgeon, who has the immediate direction of the 
Hospital, always insists that the present charge is 
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necessary for entertaining and recovering the sick, 
and that no reduction can be made of it. 

" Ordered, that whereas it hath been for some 
time the custom for one of the Surgeons to have 
the immediate care of the Hospital solely, they do 
in future act each six months by turns ; that by 
their acting thus interchangeably, we may make 
the experiment whether the one cannot reduce the 
charge of the Hospital lower than the other, 
which it is believed out of emidation to recom- 
mend themselves, they may do." 

Next follows a curious entry respecting the 
horses sanctioned by the Company for the use of 
the President. 

• " Monday, 7th November, 1726. The Presi- 
dent represents to the Board, that their being now 
remaining aHve only two Chaise horses belonging 
to the Company, and these so weak' that to save 
them he had been obliged for above a twelve month 
to make use of a pair of Manilla horses of bis own 
for his Chaise ; that the Honorable Company had 
allowed his predecessor three horses for his Chaise, 
one of which had been dead some time, and tlie 
other two so much wore that they are not now fit 
to do the service of one ; that the Company's 
piebald horse was lately dead, and that the horses 
for his guards were very old, and some of them 
quite worn out, that he was now obliged to 
allow two Pegu horses of his own for that service. 
-Wherefore he proposed to the Board to purchase 
the said two Pegu horses for the use of his guards, 
and the two Manilla Chaise horses for his Chaise, 
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oa the C<ompany's account ; being all of them 
young, well broke, and aeasooed to the ooontty. 

" Kesolved that the foresaid four horses be 
purchased for the Company for the service above 
mentioned, at 1 50 pagodas each ; and that the 
Paymaster do pay for the same ; and that one of 
the worst of the guard horses be sold at pub- 
lic outory as soon as the season permits the usual 
concourse of people at the sea gate." 

Whilst Governor Macrae *was thus attentive to 
his own interests, he was by no means unmindful 
of the interests of the younger servants of the 
Company, as will be seen by the following extract, 
which is well worthy not only of preservation but 
of more general imitation. 

" Tuesday, 15th November, 1726. The Presi- 
dent represents further to the Board, that he thinks 
it a great discouragement to the subordinate ser- 
vants, and inconsistent with that emulation we 
ought to excite amongst them to distinguish them- 
selves by merit in order to their advancement, that 
some should be continued so long in laborious sta- 
tions without any profit, while others eiqoyed 
places of profit and that required little application. 
Particularly that Paul Foxley had served under 
the Export Ware housekeeper above five years, and 
discharged that trust &ithfully to the approbation 
of his superiors ; and that £dward Croke, had con- 
tinued several years Writer at the Sea gate, in which 
station he had had but very littk opportunity of 
exerting himself in the Service. Therefore moved 
that Mr. Eoxley be appointed in Mr. Groke's room 
Writer at the Seagate," 
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** Eesolved that Paul Foxley do enter upon the 
employ of Writer at the Sea gate the first of 
January next, and that Kalph Mansell do succeed 
him in the Export Warehouse at the same time. 
Edward Croke being Senior in standing to all the 
Servants under the Council, it was judged reason- 
able that he should be advanced to a station of a 
higher trust in the Service. Wherefore resolved 
that he be employed in the station of Eeceiver of 
the Honorable Company's customs, and that he 
do enter upon the same the first of January next." 

The following petition is simply an illustration 
of the times. 

** The humble petition of Hirdaram. 

*' Sheweth, — That your petitioner's brother* 
Nundaram, brought 3773 rupees from Arcot, and 
procured therewith a Bill of Exchange on Bengal 
from Governor Collet. Your petitioner's brother 
being murdered by robbers on his way to Bengal, 
the Bill has not yet been paid ; which your Peti- 
tioner hearing came to Madras with the Nabob's 
perwanna to demand the repayment of the said 
money from Governor Elwick and Mr. Benyon, 
attorneys to Governor Collet ; who told your peti- 
tioner that if he could bring a sufiicient security 
to indemnify them they would pay him. Your 
petitioner has now brought an attestation, signed 
by many great Gentlemen at Arcot, witnessing 
that your petitioner is the next heir to the said 
deceased Nundaram ; which your petitioner hopes 
is a sufiicient authority for receiving the said 
money ; and that your Honor would please to give 
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such orders tharein as yoiit Honor shall think 
meet." 

It will be sufficient to sfiy that the security 
0!ffiered by the genUemen of Arcot, scsne of whom 
stood high in the fayoor of the Nabob, was 
deemed sufficient, and the money was acoordingiy 



Otff next extract is anothec euiions iUuBtrBtum 
of the times ;. like the previous one it will expUiia 
Itself. 

*' Tuesday, dthDiBoember^ 17 2&. Mr. Smmenan, 
Chief Justice of the Choultry, reports to the Board 
a late instance of a woman slave having attempte4 
to poison a whole family ; that the poison had 
actuafly been given, but operating very violently 
quickly diseovered itself, and the elect was prevent- 
eid by immediately adndnistering proper emetics, 
and that the criminal had confessed the fact. That 
in order to sl^ike terror into such abandoRed 
mind's and for securing the lives of the inhabitants 
in future from atrocious attempts, the Justices of the 
Choultry were come to a nssolution tapunish the said 
eriminal in the most public and exemplary manner, 
the approbation of this Board bemg first had ; and 
that li^ was further empowered from the Justices 
of the Choultry to r^resent to the Board that, con- 
sidering how easily poisons are procurable here, a» 
ill the late instance by low miscreants, even Subli- 
mate Mercury, it will- be highly necessary to pub* 
lish a prohibition of selling or delivering poisons 
of any sort, but under a proper regulation ; that 
therefore they were of .opinion that no perso» 
should be peranilited to sell ordeKv^ poison^ wi^- 
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out first acquidntiBg on« of the Jnslicesof it, Trnder 
tfae penalty of ocmfiseaUon of half of their estate, 
load bmg further Hable to corpora punkhnaent at 
the diacsretion of the said Justice. 

'' Approved the proceedings of the Justices ik 
their aiair, and agreed with them to prohibit tba 
seliiDg or deliTering poison withoat the consent of 
one of the Justices, and under the penally above 
mentioned, and that a prdi&ition be forthwith pub<> 
lished accordin^y/' 

Strange to say we can see no entry of the punish^ 
ment which was inflicted on the woman. She was 
probably treated in such a feshion that the Govern- 
ment did not caze to place it upon record. 

Our next extracts will be found interesting, as 
exhibiting the amonnt of expenditure and revenue 
at Fort St. George and the other settlements on 
the Coast of GoromandeL We give an extract 
Irom the consultation first, and the Accountants' 
report afterwards. 

'' Tuesday, 6th December, 1726. Nathaniel 
Turner, Accountant, delivers into the Board a 
Beport of the state of the Honorable Company's 
expenses and customs at their settlements upon 
this coast, at the balancing and closing the general 
liooks ending April last ; whidiisreadand otdetei. 
io be entered after this consultation. 

*' The said Eeport being maturdy examined 
And considered, the Board are agreed that the 
areductien of the charges of their settlem^t, and 
of Fort St. David, has been carried as far as it 
iuts been hitherto practicable. 

*J That the increase of the expenae of Vizaga-^ 
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patam last year, was owing to the additional 
number of soldiers we were obliged to send and 
continued there, for the security of that factoiy^ 
while the country round it was ravaged and they 
threatened by contending armies ; that after the 
reduction made as advised by Mr. Symonds and 
Council in their letter to us dated 7th May last, the 
charge of that settlement will appear to have been 
considerably diminished upon the next years books. 

" That we must likewise refer to next years 
books for the reduction of expense at Masulipatam 
and Madapallum. 

" That the decrease of the Sea Customs, and the 
increase of the Land Customs here at Madras last 
year, are owing to one and the same cause ;— they 
having ordered the whole 5 per cent custom to 
be paid at the Choultry upon goods imported from 
the country ; whereas formerly only 2^ per cent 
was accounted for there and the other 2^ at the 
Sea gate upon exportation of said goods." 

'' That the decrease of the Customs is general 
last year, here and at Fort St. David, and from there 
account of the proceedings, seems indeed totally 
owing at Fort Si. David to the five per cent charged 
in said preceding year upon so large a quantity of 
turned out cloths^ that had been brought in there 
upon former investments ; and here in part to the 
lUce five per cent custom having been charged our 
Merchants upon a considerable quantity of turned 
out cloths. Besides which the customs have been 
considerably lessened in this fort last year, and 
will more considerably this, by the great decay in 
the trade to Manilla, and the almost total loss of 
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the trade of the Patans from Bengal ; both which 
trades being principally in fine goods, and form- 
erly to a great value, were very considerable 
branches of the Sea Customs." 

Here follows the report of the Accountant to 
the Governor and Council. 

'* Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

'* The General Books of this settlement ending 
April, 1726 being balanced and closed, and the sub- 
ordinate Factory's Books, ending April 1726 beng sent 
up, I am to lay before your Honors the last years ex- 
pense of this settlement and its subordinates on the 
coast, that you may please to consider whether any 
part of the charges can be saved to the Honorable 
Company. 

" The EzpenK of thla Mttlement of 
Fort St. Oeoige on the balance of our 
Book* ending April 1735 amounted 
toPagodas 390S4 S4 2S 

"The expense as per our Book* end- 
ing April 1726 la as follows : 

" Charges Garrison. . . . Pagodas. . 15779 36 77 

" PresenU 174 18 20 

"Charges cattle 800 

" Charges Extraordinary . . 173 31 10 

" Fortitications an^ repairs . . . . 1496 39 70 

*' Charges Diet 7000 

" Account Salary 8265 34 67 

" Charges Hospital 769 36 30 

*' Charges General 6066 S3 44 

85546 8 68 

*' Lessened the expense of this place 

this year 3488 35 40 

'*The expense of Fort St. Datidon 

the baumee of their Books ending 

April 1786 amounted toPagodas 29368 38.15 

"The expense as per their Books 

ending April 1726 is as follows : 
" Charges Oiarrisoo .. .. .. 130g3 7 53 

" Charge* Extraordinary. . 843 36 35 

" Pecms and Servants wages . . . . 8385 6 

" Charges cattle 600 

" Fortitications and repairs. . 96 84 10 

"Charges Diet 3966 4 

*' Account Salary. . 94180 40 

«* Presents 13 38 

" Charges Hoqtital 319 38 36 

*' Chaiges General 8668 8 58 

— — »<S15 99 61 

•• Lesaenea the expense of th«t place this year. . Pagodas... S05S 34 34 
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*' TlM BzpMM of VinfiptMn oa 

the BiJanee of their Bo(*i endiBf 

AmU 17»MMiiBted;te.. Pi««iM. tm 1 M 

" Toe expepM as per their BooVe 

endiaf April 17l«UwMlows. 

"Charges Oamaon 8103 8 

*'PveMnti 480 6 •• 

*' Chariei IHet »78 80 41 

« Chame BxtnnrttiMry .. .. lU 88 •» 

" Fortilcationa and repairs 8S« 98 8 

«« Account Salary 4M 84 W 

*' Aeeonnt Garden* 88 19 41 

"AoooantWax ^*^ W #4 

" flervaata' wafBs 14M » 77 

" Faeton* pronaUma tt 1 18 

' Account repaira 18 « 88 

lOenaral 878 18 89 



•'IttcreaaedtheExpence of that place ^ ^^ r^ 

this year ragodaa. S37 37 60 

« Which is oecaaiaMd br SO BnvapMa 
Soldicn being aent down to that set- 
tlement on account of the tronblea 
in the country in the beginning of the 
year ; ten (10) of which soldiera 
are still oontinned there, and adds 
to the expenae at that place { but 
since Mr. Bymonds going down he 
writes ns that he has in pursuance 
to your Honors' orders made a oon- 
aiderable redaction in the Peons* 
and scrrants* wages, which redac- 
tion will appear in their next general " 
Books ending April 1737. •• •• •• 8818 8S 34 

<'The Expenae of Ingenonforone year . 

ending AprU 178S. was .. .. Pagodas.. 1815 19 18 
" The Expenae of Ingeram ftosn April- 

1736 to Kay 1728 ia 1182 18 83 

" Leaaeoed the Expenae of that place 
this year, .. «. • 333 6 36 

*'The Expenae of Maaalipatam and 
Madnpoilam was last year Pagodaa. 638 84 40 

Do. this year emfing April 1798 832 38 48 

" Decreased this year in their en 
*' The Expenses of these two faef 

will next year be conaidenibly de- 

ereaaed by the regulation your 

Honors have lately made therein. ■ ■■ .. 

" Lessened this year in tlM expenses of 

this settlement and iu aubordinAtes . . . . Pagodaa. wsa 7 58 

« Thus having j^ven your HonbraaipcQuni of the Ho- 
norable Company's aonraal expenses on this coast, I 
«haU proc^ea to lay before you an account of the 
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produce of their customa in this plaoe and at Fort ^ 
David endiiig April 1726. 

" Tk« Sea. Cmtoms ef Fort 8t. Ctesrg*, 
*' On the Balance of our Books end- 

invApril 17tt amounted to. . .. 96061 8 39 
*' The amount Ditto for one year end- 

iag April ITM S85«0 7 48 



eintMititfreMie,. ., ^. .. f4il $f 

*' The amount of the Land Cnstomi of 

Port St. Oeoi^. 
*< On the Balanca of thek Bo«ks.elid- 

ing April 1735 was 44S9 8 18 

Bo. «, Auril 173S WM lftl85 3S 7ft 

Inotaie ia this i«ff en«v. . i78» f$ 48 



^ leas tibia, year is tlie Customa of 

Fort St. George than last. . 1760 1115 

*The Revenue of Port St. David 

endkig April I72d amounted to . . 11941 24 76 
Do. 17*. 9877 e % 

** lesa this yeat in the Customs (tf 
Port St. Darid thain laat .. ,. SOM S4 t7 

* The Cnatoias ofForta St; Q«B/geitaA 
St. David have on the balance of 
on» general Boots' endlag April 
1780 Decreased Fagodas. 8824 86 63 

I am wiili respect^ 

Honoralde Sir and Sinr, 
Yonr most obedient humbld servant^ 
Fo»T St. Geobgb^ | Nathaniel Turnee, 
6th December 1726, j Accountant, 

The following record of «a enterprising progect 
in the olden time is very ciarious. 

" Monday, 26th December, 1 726. Pelition read 
of Stephen Newcome, f eqoeating leave to build a 
SawmlH, and a lease for a space of ground to the 
northward ol the Wbite Tower along the sea sid^ 
for bnildiBg the said mill and proper sheds upon. 
And he being called before the Board, and heard to 
the benefit he proi»»es hk nsill will ytor% to be ta 
the Ccfmipmy and the Corporation^ ga^e sufficient 
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reasons to believe that it will be of pabUc advan- 
tage, and affirmed that he would saw timbers and 
planks 50 per cent, cheaper upon the cooly hire now 
usually paid. Besides that he could saw blocks of 
timber to much ^eater advantage, and prevent the 
waste occasioned by the unskillfulness of the pre- 
sent sawers." 

** Granted his petition for the space of ground 
therein mentioned, and ordered a lease to be pre- 
pared for the same for 21 years ; he paying before 
signing it 20 pagodas fine into the Company's 
cash, and annually one pagoda Quit rent during 
the term of his lease ; and in consideration of the 
expence of preparing the ground, and building the 
mill and necessary conveniences, and the benefit it 
will prove to be to the Company and the place,— it 
is resolved that the sole privilege of sawing tim« 
ber and plank by a mill be vested in him for 2i 
years next ensuing, and no other person have that 
liberty but upon an agreement with him during 
that time." 

We hope that we shall find in future records 
that this Sawmill proved a successfid speculation. 

That Mr. Macrae was a most vigilant Governor 
is further proved by the following entry. 

" Monday, 9th January, 1727. The President 
represents to the Board, that he had observed in 
the Sorting Godown that a great deal of cloth 
had been turned out this year, which he was per- 
suaded would upon a re-examination be found as 
^ood as muster ; that as he would never counte- 
nance the taking in bad cloth, so he thought 
it was not serving the Honorable Company well 
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to turn out auy that was as good as tkeir musters ; 
that ali he proposed or desired was, that justice 
might be doBe our Masters and th^ Merchants 
likewise, thai they may not he discouraged from 
contracting with us again. He ther^ore moves 
that in ordor t^ do justice both to our Masters 
and to their Merchants the cloth turned out 
this year may be restored." This was of course 
agreed to. 

The following consultation respecting the best 
mode of improving the declining trade of Madras, 
is very interesting. 

'' Tuesday, 81st January, 1727. The Board hav- 
ing taken into consideration the declinii^ state of 
the trade of this place, which appears by the 
customs to be greatly diminished ; and if expe- 
dients are not foand for its support must in con- 
sequence affect every other branch of the Hono- 
rable GcHnpany's Bevesne, «nd utterly ruin the 
inhabitants ;-^It pcinci^paUy appears to be owing 
to the Mowing causes. 

<* That whereas heretofore the l^de was en- 
tirely carried on by the shipping of this port, it is 
now in part in the possession of the French, 
Armeniana, and Moors, who traffic on other bot- 
toms and import their Cargoes into ether Settle- 
ments ; which they are enabled to do by the 
money taken up here by Eespondentia bonds, 
and without which they could not carry on so 
extensive a trade. It seems most probable that 
the preventing thiis evil wUl most conduce to 
the recovery of the custon^s, and make aU 
other ports on this coast dependent on us, though 

54 
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the daties are less elsewhere ; and wfaeress several 
of our English £krpra*Gargoe8 take up large sums 
of our inhabitants at Respondentia^ and afterwards 
proceed to Bengal, where they take up as much 
more of persons who are ignorant of their engage- 
ments hem ; so by thrusting into their private 
adventures greater quantities of goods than the 
nnrkets where th^ are bound can possibly con- 
sume, they are forced to be in those ports two 
seasons to dispose of their own private effects ; 
to the great prejudice of those concerned in the 
stock, and puts a stop to the quick circulation ; 
which will effectually be prevented by letting the 
Oentlemen in the Bay know what engagements 
those Supra-Cargoes He under here, and by degrees 
reduce trade to its proper bomids, which by this 
licentious practice has been quite overdone. 

" In oraer therefore, to support the Honorable 
Company's Revenue, and to prevent the injuries 
this place receives from these clandestine prac- 
tices ; — it is resolved that in future all Responden- 
tia bonds, notes, or writings at Respondentia for 
money lent by the inhabitants of this place, — 
Company's servants as well as othors, — upon all 
Bhips trading from this or any other port in India, 
shall be duly and regularly registered in a book to 
be kept for that purpose. 

*' That in case of any Supra-Cargo, Merchant, 
Commander, Mariner, or other, shall have borrowed 
money at Respondentia of any of the said inhabi- 
tants proving Insolvent, all such bonds so register- 
ed shall be accounted and deemed a preferable 
'Claim to such as are not. 
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'< That the Sub-Secretary do keep the said Book 
of Kegister, and that he shall receive 9 fanams for 
registering each Beq[K>ndenlla bond or note under 
300 pagodas priftcipttl> or 18 fanams for eadi suck 
bond or note ior 100 pagodas or upward ; that 
after having registered the said Bonds or notes 
he shall- sign them registered^ the day of the 
montk and year ; and that the Secretary do put up 
at the Sea Gate a publication of this resolution in 
writing in the usual languages for the notice and 
observatimi of all the inhabitants." 

Our next extracts are curious, as dearly show- 
ing how the business between the Government 
and the Native Merchants was transacted in the 
Olden Time. 

" Saturday, 1 1th February, 1727. ThePresi- 
dent acquaints the Board that, after a great deal of 
management with the Company's Merchants, he 
had engaged them to agree to a contract for taking 
off the woollen goods expeoted upon the next ship 
from Great Britain, and for providing goods for Eu- 
rope this season ; and delivers in the Contract and 
the counterpart to the Board. Which being read 
are approved, and the said Merchants being called 
in, woe interchangeably signed and deliver^ ; and 
they promise their utmost endeavours to comply 
with their engagements. 

" The President represents to the Board, thai 
the Merchants having received ho tasharief accord- 
ing to custom at signing the contract with the 
Company the two preceding years, and that they 
now insisted upon their being now tashariefed for 
the three contracts : — it is ordered that the Ware- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4ZS KI8TOBT OP KADVAt. iXntMS: 

iKNiaekeeper dd^er seven pieoes fiae scarlet dotb 
for that use. Ordered alsa that 10,000 pagodas 
be adyanoed them out of the 20,000 promised 
them in the terms of the present contract." 

The fc^ofving is a copy of the oontvact as enter* 
ed in the Oonsuliation Book* 

'< Satnrdaj, 11th Febrcuiry, 1727. A-oontract 
made, oonduded, and agreed upon this 111^ day 
of February 1737, between J«Kie» MMCie, Bsq^ 
President and ConncQ of Fort 8t Gwtge m be*- 
half of the English East India Company on the 
eoe part, and Shmca Samah and Tomby Chetty 
etc. Joint Stock Merchants on the ot^er p«rt. 

*' The said Merchants do here^r covenant^ 
promise and agree, that they will hav of tiie said 
Presidient and Counoii all the Woollen goodis that 
Ihey shall reoeiTe upon the next expected shq)pmg: 
from Great Britain, for the said Company's ac- 
count, at thirty per oen*. adranee iqpon the &l<- 
lopean price ;: that it shall be deposited in n Ware- 
hcmse under two keye, cue of which to'bekept 
by the Wai^onsekeeper and ano^iier by the ssfidi 
Merchants ; that before tl^y reeei^ any Woollmi'- 
goods out of the Warekome they will pay the- 
amount thereof to the Warehousdoeeper, and far- 
ther that they will sa receifie and pay for the 
whole quantity on or befove-^ 1st day of Octo- 
ber 1728. 

'' The above said Merchabts doiftirther promise^. 
eoTcnant and agree, to and with i^ said ]^resident 
and Counoii, that they will provide 3000 baie» 
«f doth of ^e sortments ; to be d^reied «l 
least 1,600 bales thereof on or bdbse the tOtb 
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day of September next, and the remftinder on or 
before the last day of January following. All the 
cloths now remaining in the Company's godown 
unmeasured to be counted in part of the said 
3000 bales now coiikacted for ; and the said Pre- 
sident and Gounoii do promise to receire the same, 
provided it be agreeable to our musters. 

" The said Merchants do further covenant and 
ngtee that they WiH not demand any money upon 
account of this contract untU the goods ilre de* 
livered to tbe Company and «mbaled ; excepting 
only the sum of 20,000 pagodas which the said 
President and Council do hereby promise and are 
obliged to advance to the nsad Merchants upon 
thk contract ; which said sum shall not be by 
l^em accounted for until the conclusioti hereof, and 
the dosing their accounts with the Company. 

** The said Merchants do likewise covenant, 
and are hereby obliged in case they shall fail in 
complying with the terms of this contract, to pay 
a penalty of 20 per cent, for all the bales that they 
shall ddiver sfaort of the number agreed upon ; un- 
less it shall be manifestly made appear that troubles 
in the country have hmdered them ; provided al- 
ways, and it is hereby agreed that in case the mer- 
chants shall comply with this contract within 500 
bales of the whole 30a0, that then the Presidrait 
and Council will t^emit the penalty for the said 50t> 
baHes. 

'<In witness whereof the said President and 
Cooncil have to one part hereof set their hands, 
and caused the Company's seal to be a^lixed ; and 
to the other part the «aid Merchants have set their 
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hands and seals the day and year first above 
written.*' 

" duNCA Ramah. 

" Naibo Ball Chetty. 

" ToMBY Chbtty. 

** COLLA8TKI C HETTY. 

" MooDU Vbnkata Chetty." 

The following story of attempted fraud will ex- 
plain itself. 

" Monday, 3rd April, 1727. Qoodapilla Ban- 
gappah, having bronght a large diamond from the 
mines to be sold here, and being a stranger, and 
recommended to Ghruapah a goldsmith, to assist 
him in disposing of the said diamond, he had trust- 
ed him with the sale of it. But the said Gruapah, 
with intentions to defraud Goodapilla of the real 
value of the diamond, persuaded him upon several 
delusory pretexts to retire to Coi^everam. In the 
mean time, that he might carry on the fraud with 
the greatest security, he possessed the ignorant 
stranger with several groundless calumnies, to the 
prejudice of the President's character and to the 
trade of the place. Goodapilla being thus removed, 
Gruapah applied himself to (jopaiid, a Diamond 
Merchant ; and they entered into an agreement 
to have the Diamond cut without the owner's 
knowledge or consent, and afterwards sold it like- 
wise without acquainting him to Mr. Farkes for 
4160 pagodas, of which Gopaul and Gruapah re- 
received each one half ; though Gruapah had been 
to Coiyeveram, and affirmed to Goodapilla that the 
President had taken the stone from him, and had 
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given him only 1500 pagodas for it ; and toM him 
that he must not come to Madras, tliat if he did 
he would be in danger. But Goodapilla suspect- 
ing the fraud, came at last to Madras ; and having 
information that his diamond had been sold as 
above, made his complaint thereupon to the Pre- 
sident, and craved that justice might be done him. 
Whereupon the President had ordered the 
said Gopaul and Gruapah to be committed to 
prison ; of all which he now acquaints the Board ; 
and they and Goodapilla being called before the 
Board, and the whole affair being particularly en- 
quired into, it appears evident that Gruapah had 
imposed upon, and defrauded Goodapilla Eung- 
apah, and aspersed the President very grossly as 
above narrated. Mr. Parkes being called, declared 
he paid so much for the diamond. Gopal and Gru- 
apah acknowledge that it was the same diamond 
that Goodapilla had trusted Gruapah with to 
sell for him, and that they had received each one 
half of the money. Gruapah affirms he had paid 
Goodapilla 17,000 pagodas ; but the other per- 
sists to affirm that he had received only 15,000 
pagodas for his diamond. It being likewise evi- 
dent that Gopaul was concurring with Gruapah 
in this cheat, and that he knew the diamond was 
Goodapilla's, and had treated with Mr. Parkes 
about the sale of it, the Board came to the follow- 
ing resolution. 

" That, after deducting the charge of cutting the 
said Diamond, and the sum already paid by Gru- 
apah to Goodapillah, Gopaul and Gruapah do 
make up to him the sum it was sold for, each one 
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half ; that Gruapah being in low circumstances, 
the Secretaiy do make an inventory of his effects 
and sell them at the Sea Gate by public outciy, 
for payment of his half of the said money ; and 
that if the amount of all his effects shall not 
prove sufficient, that Gopaul shall make up 
the sum that shall be wanting ; and that he shall 
recover of Gruapah the sum so made good if ever 
lie shall be found to have effects ; that both be 
remanded to prison until the judgment is comi>lied 
with, and that Gruapah be exemplarily punished 
for groundlessly aspersing the Pieddent's character 
in so gross a manner." 

Here the matter ended, and we can only presiune 
that the money was subsequently paid. It is how- 
ever a significant fact that Goodapilla should be so 
easily induced to believe in the oppression charged 
against the GovemcMr. Mr. Macrae's proceedings 
as regards interlopers may be gathered from the 
following extract. 

« Tuesday, 2&th April, 1727. The President 
represents to the Board that several persons, 
without indentures or license to trade as free 
Merchants, thrusting themselves into the several 
bramdies of the trade of India, are a great prejudice 
to the trade in general, and to the Company's 
Covenanted Servants and others that have Hoense 
particularly in Pegu. That we are directed by the 
Honorable Court of Directors in their letter dated 
7th January 1736, to send home all such Traders. 
Wherefore the President moves that Miles £ame 
and Thomas Pritchard, both now here and intend*- 
cd to return to Pegu, and Lewis Tornery and James 
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Lander, who are now there trading (though none of 
the four has the Company's Indentures) may be 
served with an order to return to Great Britain, 
conformably to our Honorable Masters' directions 
in that respect. 

" Eesolved that the orders for Lewis Tomery 
and James Lander be sent in a general letter to 
Captain Bereyman, Resident at Syrian, by a con- 
veyance that now oflPers ; with directions to him 
to serve the said orders and see them compKed 
with ; and that the Secretary do serve Miles Bame 
and Thomas Pritchard who are on the place, with 
the like orders." 

These orders were evaded. Miles Bame and 
Thomas Pritchard obtained to go to Pegu for one 
year to recover their eflfects, promising faithfully 
to return and embark for England at the expira- 
tion of that time. However they broke their word 
and stayed at Pegu ; and the resident at l*egu 
appears to have avoided taking any action in the 
matter. 

We close the present chapter and the present 
volume with the following entry, which serves to 
illustrate the nature of the trade with China carried 
on by the Company's servants at Madras, and at 
the same time indicates the state of existing re- 
lations between Fort St. George and Pondicherry. 

"Wednesday, 1st June, 1727. The President 
represents to the Board, that he proposes to send 
a ship to China this year, and is on that account 
in want of some silver to send on her ; that as the 
French at Pondicherry have lately sold their silver 
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at fourteen and three eights dollars weight per ten 
pagodas, he is willing to take the Company's at that 
price, with the allowance of a quarter more as usual 
for ships that go for China. Agreed to deliver the 
President thirty Chests of silver at those rates." 
I The concluding years of Governor Macrae's ad- 

I ministration will be treated in the next volume. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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MADRAS IN THE OLDEN TIME : being a 
history of the Presidency from the first founda- 
tion of Port St, George to the Governorship of 
Thomas Pitt, Grandfather of the Earl of Cha- 
tham, 1639—1702 compiled from OjSicial Ke- 
cords, by J. Talboys Wheelee, Esq., mina- 
tiire quarto, with Fac similies of the autographs 
of the early Governors of Madras Rs. 5-0. 

HAND-BOOK TO THE MADRAS RECORDS, 
with Chronological Annals of the Madras Pre- 
sidency from 1689 to 1861, 8vo, cloth... Rs. 2-8. 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

** It affords us much pleasure to observe that 
two very interesting and valuable pubKcations are 
on the eve of being given to the world by Mr. Hig- 
GiNBOTHAM. We allude to Mr. Talboys Wheel- 
er's volume entitled " Madras in the Olden 
Time," and his " Hand-Book to the Madras Re- 
cords, preserved in the Government Office.'* The 
former of these works is a re-print of that admira- 
ble series of papers which have for some time past 
enriched the columns of the Indian Statesman. 
Those papers are so widely known and highly ap- 
preciated, that we need say nothing more about 
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them. In the meantime we have immediately to 
deal with Mr. Wheeler's Summary (i. e. Hand- 
Book) of the Kecords of the Presidency, which 
lies beside us. Mr. IJV heeler has had a rich 
mine opened to him, and has made the best of his 
opportunity. He was appointed last year to search 
through the Government Becords, and to give an 
opinion as to the value of them, nor could the task 
have been placed in better hands. His report on 
them has been pronounced perfectly satisfactory 
by the Madras Government. — Mkenoeum, March 
2d, 1861. 

** The Reporter has performed his task with so 
much ability, as we said on a previous occasion, 
and has so condensed the voluminous documen- 
tary matter submitted to his treatment, that, to 
use a pithy old Scotch proverb, we have " great 
gear packed in little bulk," and can make extracts 
invitingly short. Mr. Wheeler's toil in wading 
through the Records above mentioned, with a view 
to that reclassification of the whole effected by 
him, must have been enormous. — Mhenaum, 
March 12th, 1861. 

" We have been favoured with a copy of Mr. J. 
Talboys Wheeler's entertaining work, entitled, 
" Madras in the Olden Time,'* a histoiy of this 
Presidency from its first- foundation to the Go- 
vernorship of Thomas Pitt, Grandfather of the 
Earl of Chatham. This interesting work, com- 
piled from ofiicial records in the Government 
Oflioe, had abeady afforded us a good deal of 
amusement, and no little instruction, as it appeared 
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in a fragmentary state in the Indian Statesman. It 
comprises the annals of our Madras Commonwealth 
during a period hitherto little known or studied, 
extending from 1639 to 1702 : and we must con- 
fess we did not imagine that old Madras could 
have furnished any thing so interesting. Had the 
prospectus of such a work been set before us, we 
should have smiled incredulously at the promise 
of entertainment ; but we can assure our readers 
that a perusal of this little history will amply re- 
pay them both with valuable information and 
amusement. Mr. Wiieeleil has eliminated what is 
dull and commercial, and has thrown a charm over 
the early records of our Presidency by his easy 
and pleasant style, whilst he has also exhibited his 
subject in connection with the history of the times 
in a most instructive manner. 

** Madras has reason to be grateful for the la- 
bours of Mr. Wheeler, and we hope ere long to 
see a continuation of his researches into times of 
still increasing interest and importance. — Madras 
Observer, March 14th, 1861. 

" Madras in the Olden Time," a compilation 
from the records of Government by Mr. J. T. 
Wheeler, has just been pubKshed in convenient 
form by Mr. Higginbotham. The student of 
Indian history will find much to interest him in 
the old Eecords for the first time disinterred and 
arranged chronologically by Mr. Wheeler, for 
the Indian Statesman, and now placed before the 
public in a compact volume by Mr. Higginbo- 
tham. The compiler appears to have laboured with 
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great zeal and industry, wading through hundreds 
of volumes of consultations," and we think it must 
be admitted by all who perused the several chap- 
ters as they appeared in the Statesman that the 
permission accorded by the Government to Mr. 
Wheeler has been used very judiciously. So far 
as we are able to judge, we should say that no event 
of any importance in the history of the infant Pre- 
sidency has been omitted, whilst the extracts refer- 
ring to the quarrels of the Governors with one 
another, with their servants and subjects and with 
the native chiefs from the Naik of Poonamallee to 
the great Mogul himself, convey the most vivid 
description of the position, manners and character 
of the first settlers, and of the people by whom 
they were surrounded. As to Mr. Wheeler the 
least we can say of him is that whilst he has fur- 
nished the public with some very interesting and 
amusing readings he has added a valuable contri- 
bution to Indian History. — Examiner^ March 2d, 
1861. 

" The whole period about which Mr. Wheeler 
writes is between 1639 and 1702, corresponding, 
as he remarks, almost exactly with that of Lord 
Macaulay's History. The materials for the nar- 
rative have been collected after an amount of la- 
bour, which few would voluntarily undertake, from 
the old Government Records. It was well known 
that, amidst very much that was uninteresting and 
having reference only to mercantile transactions, 
much that was valuable and amusing might be dis- 
covered if any one sufficiently indefatigable would 
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undertake the work. A few scraps of valuable 
matter had been disinterred from among the rub- 
bish which suirounded them, but it was left for Mr. 
Wheeler to gather up all these fragments, sepa- 
rate them from the worthless material by which they 
are encrusted, and work them into one, continuous 
and readable narrative." — Madras Orescent ^ March 
23d, 1861. 

The Hurkaru writing of Mr. Wheeler's work 
says: — 

** We have to acknowledge the receipt of " Mad- 
ras in the Olden Time," from 1639 to 1702 a 
seemingly very interesting work, by J. T. Whee- 
ler, Esq. Every page of it into which we have 
had time to look contains matter of much interest 
to any settler in the East." 

" In conclusion, we may notice the fact two works 
have issued from one of the local presses of great 
interest to all who are connected with Madras, and 
of considerable importance to the student of Indian 
History. They are both written by Mr. J. Tal- 
BOYS Wheeler, the Editor of the Indian States- 
man, and are deservedly spoken of in the highest 
terms in two reviews which we quote elsewhere. 
One is " Madras in the Olden Time" being a his- 
tory of this Presidency from its first foundation to 
the Governorship of Mr. Thomas Pitt, Grandfather 
of the Earl of Chatham, that is, from 1639 to 
1702. This Period has been almost ignored by 
Mill, and where alluded to by him is in many in- 
stances inaccurately treated. As the present 
work is compiled from the Government Eecords, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



440 

which were placed at Mr. Wheeler's disposal 
by the Madras Government, all the facts connected 
with the early history of the Presidency have been 
for the iirst time brought to light in a handy and 
well printed volume. The other work is a Hand- 
Book to the old Records of Madras which has 
been prepared for Government. It deals with the 
same subject of Madras in the Olden Time, but is 
of course more official in style : it is nevertheless 
highly interesting." — Ooerland Alhen€eum, March 
29th, 1861. 

" We have now beside us the publication referred 
to, in the form of a " Hand-Book to the Madras 
Becords,*' a pamphlet in boards extending to the 
length of 94 pages, (with Chronological annals ex- 
tending over 40 pages,) and full of most interesting 
matter connected with the past history of our Presi- 
dency, which we heartily commend to the notice of 
our readers, as a valuable addition to their libraries. 
They will learn from it much that even the most 
studious among them, and those best acquainted 
with extant books relative to India, never knew 
before, because he has wisely been permitted to 
open to them sources of information hitherto con- 
cealed, and the nature and value of which was 
unknown to the possessors of the treasure so long 
kept under lock and key, in the archieves of Fort 
Saint George. Kegarding the excellence of the 
Eeport, and the amount of labour bestowed on the 
preparation of it, we need add nothing to what we 
have said already, but we must particularly men- 
tion in addition to the Report, as now printed, of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



441 

thirty-one pages, which aie perhaps more valuable 
for the purposes of reference, although less directly 
instructive and amusing^ than the Eeport itself, as 
they contain ** Chronological Annals of the British 
Government at Madras, from the earliest period to 
the present day ; 1631 to 1861." In those " Aut 
nals" Mr. Wheeler has brought his work down 
to the 5th of March 1861, his record concluding 
with a notice of the late lamented Bishop of Mad- 
ras. He has furnished a minute and correct chro- 
nological series of past events, not to be found 
elsewhere, which every one who wishes to learn 
the past history of Madras will do well to con- 
sult.— ^^^^optfrn, April 13th, 1861. 

" Mabbas in the Olden Time ; being a 
history of the Presidency from the first foundation 
to the Governorship of Thomas Pitt, Grandfather 
of the Earl of Chatham— 1689— 1702 ;" such is 
the title of a work compiled from official records, 
by J. Talboys Wheeleb, Professor of Moral 
Philosophy and Logic, Madras Presidency College. 
The work first appeared as a series of papers in 
one of the ablest of our Indian journals, the In^ 
dian Statesman. Many of our readers will remem- 
ber that a similar work, entitled " The English in 
Western India," by the late lamented Phillip An- 
derson, a Chaplain on this Establishment, appear- 
ed as a series of papers in our own columns. The 
two works are the best we have on * the Olden 
time in India.' They are replete with information, 

amusement, and interest 

••• *•• ••• •«• ••• •.• ••« 

We could give our readers, if our space permitted, 

56 
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many more amuang pietures from the work before 
us. We Bliall, however, conchide by supplying 
them with a tableau vieani of Fort St. George at 
the end of the seventeenth century. '' Tluy wiU 
hear the gun fired at early morning,— and they will 
see the gradual stir of the inhabitants, — the mea« 
tured tramp of the European soldier, — the little 
stately peon with his sword and buckler, — the rush 
of noisy and na^ed coolies, — the appearance of ap- 
prentices, writers, factors, and merchants in half« 
Hindoo costume, — the assembly for morning pray-r 
ers in the little chapel, good master Patri^ War-r 
ner officiating in his gown and bands, and indig« 
nant at the smallness of his congregation, — ^^the 
opening of the Factory and jobbering crowd of 
Native traders,— the grand di^lays ^ Eurcmean 
goods for sale, and packing up of Native Mer- 
diandise for export home,— the Mtile school-room 
and long array of little boys and girls, — the order<* 
ly dinner shortly after noon, where all are assem- 
bled at the general table Arom the apprentices to 
the Honorable Governor himself, — the return to 
the labors of the desk and ware-house, until the 
joyous hour of dosing has arrived, and the jaded 
Europeans recruit their exhausted spirits with the 
pleasures of punch, tobacco, and other persuits 
which we need not and cannot name. If it is, 
Sunday, all would be changed ; fca in old times 
EngHsh Sundays were ri^y observed as little 
festivals. Then European8» civilians as well as 
soldiers dropped their half native attire, and were 
apparelled in the European fashion of the time. 
Ij^n for a brief hour or two the Chaplain would be a 
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greater man than the Governor.^ Then he would 
denounce vice and popery to his heart's content, 
and expound the Scriptures by the light of a theo- 
logical learning which was almost ^neral in those 
days when the Church was a linng reality, but 
which is fast passing away now. Then the Church 
could boast of literary giants, such as Walton, 
Lightfoot, Stillingfleet, Beveridge : thousand time- 
's^ honored names. She has few men^to boast of 
"V now." — Bombay OazeUe, 
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